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.The Index consists of four parts: 

I An index to  a r t i c les  arranged under subject headimp, 
namely, Agriculture, Communications, Cultural and 
Pol i t i ca l  subjects, Industry, Public Works and Services. 

I1 A general index of personal and geographical names, and 
subjects. In this index t i t l e s  of a r t i c l e s  are given 
under the republic to  which they refer .  

111 A glossary of foreign words and abbreviations. 

IV A list of maps and diagrams. 

It w i l l  be noticed that the text  of the Review contains some 
inconsistencies in the spelling of proper names; these are par t ly  
due to inconsistencies in Soviet publications. Every e f for t  has 
been made to  arrive a t  the m o s t  accurate spelling and, where the 
s p e l l k g  in the Review dif fers  from that  in the Index, the Index 
version should be taken as the correct one. 

Except in the case of places lying outside the area dealt  with 
by the Review, as f a r  as  possible the republic i n  which each place- 
name occurs i s  s ta ted in the general index. Where several kolkhozes 
or  raions have the same mure the exact location of each is given 
wherever possible. 

The following abbreviations are used throughout: 

Kaz . fo r  Kazakhstan 
E r g .  f o r  Kirgizia 
Tadzh . f o r  Tadzhikis t an 
Turk. f o r  Turkmenistan 
Uzb . f o r  Uzbekistan 

In  the Index references are made only to page numbers and not 
to  issue numbers. In Volume I1 of Central Asian Review, 

No.1 runs from Pages 1 to  110 
No.2 runs from Pages 111 to  193 
No.3 runs from Pages 194 to 278 
NO.& runs from Pages 279 to  367 





I 

I N D E X  T O  A R T I C L E S  

Agriculture : 

A Kirgiz Kolkkioz, 67-75 
Animal Husbandry, Kaz. 85-96 
Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblas t : 

Current Developments, 59-66 
I r r igat ion and Settlement in the 

Fergana Valley, 134-138 
Mechanization of Cotton Harvest%, 

Uzb. 39-46 
New Drive fo r  Grain, Kaz. 267-278 
Problems of all-Union Pl-, 213-216 
Progress of the New Drive f o r  G r a i n ,  358-366 
Technical Crops in Central As i a ,  295-301 

Broadcaa ting and Relay S e ~ c e s ,  
Kirg. 329-332 

Broadcast Services, Uzb. 139-l& 
C i v i l  Aviation izl Central Asia, 26-30 
C o d c a t i o n s  and Broadcasting, 

Tadzh. U+5-150 
New Railways, Kaz. 97-105 
Roads and Road Transport, Kirg. 322-328 

Cultural and Pol i t i ca l  Subjects: 

Abai Kunanbayev: Poet and Patr iot ,  350-357 
Archaeological Surveys Fn Khorezm, 45-54 
Conference of Historians, Uzb. 308-313 
Crime without Punishment ( f euilleton) , 55-58 
DOSAAF: an Experbent Fn Para-Hli tary  
!crw, 202-210 

Dungan and Uighur National Minorities, 
246-254 

Film Industry in Central Asia, 194-201 
Geographical and Personal Names in Central 

h i a ,  111-115 
Islamic Studies i n  Russia: Part  I, 282-294 
Kirgiz Theatre, 333-338 
Komsomol in Kaz. 178-183 
Literary Jubilees and Modern Criticism, Uzb. 

222-229 



hlc?mtah Climbing ;a Central Asia, 16-25 
New Director ( f euilleton) , 106-108 
New Trends in Central Bsian drama, 31-38 
No Tea - only Vodka or Beer (feuilleton), 45 
Note on some Aspects of Soviet Neology, 

211-212 
Primary and Secondary Education, Kaz. 

184-190 
Publishing, Printing and Distribution of 

Books in Central Asia, 124-133 
Romance versus Realism, 151-153 
Savings and Spending Habits: new Iilght on 

Living Standards, 116 -123 
Soviet Sollrce Material on Central Asia, 1-6 
Syr-Wya: a Kazakh novel, 191-193 
Tales of the Turkmen People: Ata Kaushutov's 

Last Work, 339-343 
Turkmen Popfiation of Xhorezm Oasis 167-177 
Ushkan: Ancient Kazakh Necropolis, 263-266 

Industry: 

Begovat: Key to Central Asian 
Industrialization, 217-221 

Developments in the Oilfields, Turk. 160-166 
Manpower: its Selection, Organization and 

Performance in Relation to Efficiency and 
Productivity, 7-15 

Mechanical Engineering Industry, Uzb . 302-307 
Public Works and Services: 

Bukhtarma Dam Project, Kaz. 109-110 
Enigma of the Main Turlcmen Canal, 279-281 
Frunze Past and Present, 236-245 
Health Services, Kaz. 344-349 
Kara-Kum Canal Project, 255-262 
More Power for Town and Country, Tadzh. 

230-235 
Orto-Tokoi and Chu Valley Irrigation Project, 

154-159 
Stalinabad: the New Capital, 3%-321 
Urban Development, Turk. 76 -8k 



G E N E R A L  I N D E X  

Abai. See Kunanba,yev 
Abail, Uzb. mining operations a t ,  221 
Abakan, 103 
Abalakov, E.M. 16, 18, 19 
Abdumornunov (Abdumamunov) , Toktobolot (Kirgiz wr i te r ) ,  36, 338 
Abdraimov, Ishambai (Kirgiz ~ i l o t ) ,  30 
Abdrazakov (secretary of the Central Committee of the Kaz. 

Komsomol), 181 
Abdllayev, Kh. 220 
Abigarm, variat ions in spel l ing  of,  113 
Abiverd fo r t r e s s ,  171 
Abramzon, S.M. 67, 74 
Abulgazi (17th-centuq h is tor ian) ,  168, 169 
Academly of Dramatic Art in Uzb. See Theatr ical  and Arts 

I n s t i t u t e  
Adzhaib ravine, Uzb. 53 
Adzhal Orduna (Kirgiz musical play),  336 
Afghanistan, 3, 113 
Af'rigid period, 51  
Agakhi, chronicles of ,  167 
Agricultural machinery, Uzb. 303-304 
Aibasanov, 264 
Aibek ( ~ z b e k  wr i te r ) ,  226 
Aibugir, Uzb. 53 
Aichurek (Kirgiz opera), 336 
Aimanov (Kazakh f i l m  producer), 197 
Aini, Saddridin, 124, 151, 152, 153, 222, 225 
Airtam, Uzb. 47 
Ak-Gaza hydroelectric plant,  Tadzh. 232 
Akhal, Turk. 171 
Akhtalin raion, Kirq. 324 
Akhunbabayev, canal,  Uzb. 135 

MTS , Uzb. 40 
Akhunbabayev kolkhoz , Tashkent oblast  , Uzb. 

f i l m  shows in ,  198 
Akhunbabai MES, Uzb .l36 
Akhundov, Mirza Fathal i ,  287 
Ak-Kala, Uzb. 53 
Ak-Kurgan MTS, Uzb. 43 
Akmoli-nsk, 26, 87, 182, 216, 270, 271, 272, 274, 275, 277, 359 

- Astrakhanka road, 275 
oblast,  181; arable and de re l i c t  lands in, 358, 362-363, 
365, 366; -bollect ive farms i n .  at;, 87 



- Pavlodar railway l ine ,  97, 98, 100, 102-105 
variat ions in spelling of, la 

Ak-Sai d i s t r i c t ,  Kirg. 324, 326 
Ak-Sarai, Turk. 170 
Aksu, Uzb. 135, 252 
Aktyubinsk, 26, 98, 180, 190, 273, 274, 275, 276-277 

chemical kombinat, 274 
oblast,  345; arable and derel ic t  lands in, 359, 365, 366; 

kolkhozes in,  86, 87, 92; savings t o t a l  in, 117; State 
lo t t e ry  bonds in, U 8  

Ala Archin gorge, Kirg. 208 
Alabuga river,  Kirg. 324 
Bladzha, Turk. 78 
A l a i  Valley, Tadzh. 62 
A l a k u l  MTS., Kaz. 92 
Alarcha r iver ,  Kirg. 324 
Ala-Tau (breed of ca t t l e ) ,  89 

Mountains, 236 
Alexandrov-Gai railway station, Kaz . 87 
Ali-Eli, Turkmen t r ibe ,  17l 
Allah K u l i  Khan, 171 
Alma-Arosan (health resort) ,  Kaz. 348 
Alma-Ata, 8, Q, 15, 26, 28, 86, 88, 90, 97, 98, 100, 101,178, 180, 

182, 186, 187, 188, 190, 215, 237, 249, 253, 269, 274, 276, 323, 
334, 345, 346, 350, 351, 362 
W W  In, 206 
f i lm studios in, 194, 195 
oblast,  123, 200, 252, 300 
Pushkin l ibrary  in, 129, 130 

Altai region, 274 
Alty-Aryk MI'S., Uzb. 41 
Altyn Kyz (Kirgiz play), 336 
Altynaarin, Ibrahim, 287 
Altyn-Sorgan river,  Kirg. 156 
Alym menen Mariya (Kirgie play), 335 
Aman Kuli canal, Turk. 170 
America, 139 
Aminov (historian), 313 
A m u - D w s ,  A&, 48, 50, 82, 130, 173, 174, 175, 1769 177, 255, 2569 

257, 261, 262, 279, 280, 309 
Andersen, Hans, 127 
Andizhan, 135, 137, U.2, 250, 306 

DOSAAF organization in, 205 
oblast,  117, 121, 136 
raion, 44 
Revolt of 1898 224, 309 

Andreyev (Andrcevj kolkhoz, Khoreem oblurt,  Uzb. WI 
bndreyevka, Kaz. 276 
Ilnichkov, 286 



Animal husbandry, i n  Gorno-Badakhshan A. O., 61-62 
i n  Kaz. 85-96 

Arabia, 247, 248 
A r d ,  rulers, 171 

Sea, 111, 279 
Aralsk MZI?S, Kaz.  92 
Aramaic scr ipt ,  251 
Arbachi, Turkmen t r ibe ,  172, 176 
Archaeological expeditions, 1945-1948, 66-47 

1950-1951, 47-48 
1952, 48-54 

Armenians in the Cheleken penlrrsula, 78 
Armatbag, i r r igat ion channel in T W t a  raion, Turk. 175 
Arosan-Ko~al (health resort) ,  Kaz. 348 
Aryk raion, 180 
Arys, 276 
Ashkhabad, 7, 12,  30: 80, U)l, 145, G6, 199, 256, 339 

o i l  tekhnikum, 8, 9, 165 
Railway School No. I, 9 
schools, 9 
sports equipment in, 209 
traFning courses f o r  shop managers In, 131 
variations in spelling, 1% 

Asht, Tadzh. 147 
Askari-Surkh kolkhoz, Rushan rdon ,  Tadzh. 62 
Aspabadak, 50 
Astrakhan, 79, 270 
Astrakhanskii sovkhoz, h o l i n s k  oblarst, Kaz. 362 
Ata, Turkmen t r ibe ,  172, 175, 176 
Atbasar, Kaz. 274 
Atbashi canal, Kirg. 154 
Atrek river valley, 169, 170, 171 
Auezov, MMtar, 34, 355, 356 
Augassi tr ibe,  47 
Auliye i r r igat ion channel in Takhta raion, Turk. 175 
Auliye-Ata, 111 

breed of c a t t l e  i n  Kee. 88-90 
Aviation, i n  Central Asia, 26-30 

Tadzh. 147-l43 
Avicenna, 309 
Avtotraktorodetal factory, 306, 320 
&aguz railw-ay school, 8 
Bzerbaidzhan, 39, 285, 286, 303, 3 l l  
herbaidzhanis i n  Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Azhayev (novelist),  125 
Azizbekovo se t t l emnt ,  Turk. 78 
Azov Sea, 79 



Babadzhanov ( ~zbek plapmight) , 38 
Bactrian camels, 95 
Bd and Batrak (play by N i y a z i ,  q.v.), 37, 226 
Baikonur, Kaz. 97 
Bairan-Ali, Turk. 257, 259 

engineering school, 9 
Baityskii reservoir, 242 
Bai Yan Hu, 249 
Bakharden, Turk. 256 
Bakhmet. See Muhammad 
Baku, 28, 79, 160, 2-77 
Bakulin ( ~ u s s i a n  or ien ta l i s t )  , 291 
Ballrh r iver ,  256 
Balkhan mountains, Turk. 169 
Balkhash, 11, 26, 97, 98, 99, 104, 132, 187 

film shows in, 200 
raion, Aha-Ata oblast,  89 

Balpash-Shor Lakes, Kaz. 348 
Balt ic Sea. 79 - . -  
Balykchin raion, Kirg. 330 
Baranskii, 6 
Barnaul, &z. 104 
Barsa-Kelmes, etymology of, 111 
Bartang, Tadzh. 59, 65 
Bartold, V.V. 48, 289, 290, 293 
Barushan kishlak, Gorno-Badakhshan, 64 
Bashkiria, 160, 311 
Bassaga, Turk. 256, 257, 259 

- Kerki canal, Turk. 257, 280 
Batyushkov ( ~ u s s i a n  or ien ta l i s t ) ,  291 
Baverd for t ress ,  171 
Bayalinov, Kasynraly (Kirgiz poet), 333 
Bayankol Peak, 20, 21 
Bazar raion, Turk. 259 
Begovat, U L ~ .  15, 217-221 
Behaullah, 291 
Belechenko ( secre tary of North Kazakhstan 

Komsomol obkom) , 181 
Beletskii,  E.A. 18, 19, 22 
Belinskii,  287, 352 
Belorussia, 359, 364, 366 
Berezin (~uss ian orientaliat) , 286 
Berger, K. UcO 
Bernstam, A. 2% 
Betpak-Dala, 91, 99, 102 
Bichurin (~ussian o r i e n t d a t )  , 286 



Black Sea, 310 
Blagoveshchensk settlement, Suzak raion, Kirg. 330 
Boam gorge, E r g .  155 V 

Bobrinskii (Russian o r i e n t a l i s t )  , 291 
Bokhmich. See Muhammad 
Bolshe-Aksu Uighur settlement, Kaz. 252, 253 
Bolshe-Ketmen ULghur settlement, Kaz. 252, 253 
Bolshevik, electro-mechanical works in Kokand, 306 
Bolshevik kolkhoz, Taldy-Su raion, Kirg. 330; Bukhara 

oblast,  205; Karshi raion, Uzb. 120 
Book d is t r ibut ion  in Central Asia, 129-130 
Bookshops in Central Asia, 131-133 
Book production in Central Asia, 124-125 
Borovoye (heal th r e so r t ) ,  Kaz. 348 
Boshchekul, Kaz. 97. 103, 104 
Brezhnev, 213 
Bridges i n  Kirg. 324 
Broadcastfng, E r g .  329-332 

Tadzh.149-150 
Uzb. 139-l&!+ 

Bronevskii (Russian or ienta l f  s t ) ,  286 
Bryansk, Kaz. 273 
Budantseva, R. ( s c r i p t  wri ter) ,  196 
hdennyi ,  kolkhoz in Kaz. 90; i n  Ruahan raion, Tadzh. 63 
Budennyi raion, T a l a s s  oblast ,  E r g .  299 
Bukhara, 152, 155, 168, 172, 173, 224, 225, 251, 310, 335, 340 

ava i l ab i l i t y  of re-diffusion receivers  in, 140-ll+l 
etymology of ,  111 
DOSAAF organization in, 205 
oblast ,  savings accounts in, 117 

Bukhar-Zhiran ( ~ a z a k h  akyn), 355 
Bukhtarma dam, 109-110 
m b a i  ( E r g i z  play) ,  334 
Bulayev raion, Kaz. 90 
Bulayevo, Kaz. 275 
Bulunkul, Tadzh. 62 

yak-breeding sovkhoz, 65 
Buryats i n  the Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Buten-Tau, Uzb. 53 
Butsan, K.S. 317 
Byron, 356 
Rystrovka, Kirg. 243, 324, 330 

Camels in  K a z .  95-96 
Caspian Sea, 53, 78, 80, 81, 83, 160, 173,255, 279, 280, 310 
Cat t le  in  Kaz. 88-90 
Caucasus, 16. 19, 20, 160, 268 
Centenary of the Geographical Society Peak, 20 



Central Asia, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, Uc, 16, 39, W ,  47, 50, 51, 61, 
111, 112, 119, 173, 174, 247, 248, 250, 281, 294, 295, 298, 303, 
306, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, 313 

Central Asian names, etymology of, 111-112 
orthography of, 112-115 

Cereal plan f o r  Kaz. psychological and social  factors  of, 213-216 
Chaiyanovsk raion, Kaz. 182 
Chalkudin MZhS, Alma-Ata oblast, 92 
Chapayev d i s t r i c t ,  Turk. 130 

kolkhoz, Kustanai oblast,  Kaz. 363 
Peak, 22 

Chardzhou, 28, 30, 82, 257, 260 
D O W  in, 209 
oblast,  cinemas in, 199 
si lk-reeling mills, 209 

Chardzhou-Kungrad branch of Ashkhabad railway, 83 
Chardzhou-Urgench railway l ine,  297 
Chekhov, A. 32, 125, 228, 3W 

translat ions of in to  Uzbek, 127 
Chekist kolkhoz, Uzgen raion, Kirg. 326 
Cheleken, 30, 77-78, 160 
Chelekenneft, subsidiary of the Turlanermeft oil-producing t rus t ,  

13, 160, 164 
Chelkar, diesel  locomotive depot and section of Orenburg line, 13 
Chelyabinsk, Kaz. 274 

t rac tor  works, 362, 363 
Chemical industry, machinery for, 305-306 
Cheptura, Tadzh. 746 
Cherepanov engfieering works, Kaz. 360 
Cherevansldi, 290, 292 
Cherkassyi oblas t, Ukraine, 363 
Chermen-Yab canal, Turk. 48, 49, 51 
Chernyshevskii, 287, 352, 356 

l ibrary  i n  Frunze, 129 
Chichkan, Kirg. 67, 72 
Chichkan-Bashy mountains, 67, 68 
Chiganak, Kaz. 99, 100, 101 
Children's books in Central Asia, 127-128 
Chilish raion, Kaz. 300 
Chimbai, Uzb. 296 
ChFmgau (health resort) ,  Kaz. 348 
Chimkent, Kaz. 86, 89, 132, 276, 362 

boarding school, 182 
China, 21, 53, 246, 247, 248, 286, 298, 305 
Chinabad raion, Uzb.44 
Chinaz MTS, Uzb. 4.0 
Chinghai province, 247 
Ching iz  mountains, 351 
ChirchFk, Uzb. 304, 305 



Chirchikselmash factory, 302, 304 
Cholpor v i l lage ,  Kirg. 334 
Choudor, Turhen  t r ibe ,  171, 176 
Chu, canal, 325. See a lso  Great Chu Canal 

i r r iga t ion  project ,  154 
kolkhoz in Kenes-Anarkhae d i s t r i c t ,  324 
r ive r  and val ley,  154, 155, 156, 236, 244, 245, 296, 
s tat ion,  102 

Chuderty, Kaz. 103 
Chumichev, D.A. 315, 321 
Churqysh rocks, Kirg. 154 
Chundzha school, Kirg. 253 
Churchinsk, Uzb. 296 
Chkalov, kolkhoz, Ordzhonikidzeabad raion, Tadzh. 233 

MTS, Kaz. 277 
Cinemas. See a l so  Film Studios 

Kaz. 194, 200 
Kirg. 194,198 
Tadzh. 199 
Turk. 194-3199 
Uzb. 194,197-198 

C i v i l  Aviation. See Aviation 
Commission f o r  High Altitude Exploration, 20 
Constantinople, 285 
Consumer goods, supply of in Central  h i a ,  120-122 
Cotton, mechanized harvesting of in Uzb. 39-44 
Crimea, 273 

Dagankiik, Tadzh. 148, U+9 
Dagestan ASSR, 311 
Daibog, 1,s. 22 
Dalcbma ( ~ o w e r  of Silence a t  ~ a l ~ - ~ ~ r .  47 
Damkul, Uzb. 135 
Dangara raion, Tadzh. l4.8 
Danilevskii, 168 
Danube, 79 
Darganata raion, Turk. 175, 176 
Darkhan vi l lage ,  Kfrg. 67, 68, 69, 71, 72 
Darvuz breed of sheep, 61  
D-yalVk (DaryalFk, Darya h~k), 173, 175, 255, 279 
Daud.n, 49, 50 
&wn (play by N. ~ofronov) ,  37 
Dekhan-Abad raipotrebso uz, 121 
Dekhoti ( ~ a d z h i k  writsry, 124 
Denau raion, Uzb. 39 

broadcast coverage in, 
Dervishism, 292 



Deposits, types of in Central Bsian savings banks, 116 
Divan Begi canal, I l y a l i  raion, Turk. 175 
kepropetrovsk d i s t r i c t ,  215 , 

Dobrolyubov, 125, 287, 352 
Dogadzhik se t t l e m n t  , Turk. 78 
Dokuchayev, 125 
~ l g o n o l o z  ( ~ u s s i a n  revolutionary), 352 
Don, 79 

stallims, 94 
Dorokhov process of' removing rus t  from hulls ,  82 
DOSAW, 27, 28, 202-203 

Central Asia, 204 
KWZ. 205-207 
Kirg. 207-209 
Turk. 209-210 
Uzb. 204-205 
aviation club in Ashkhabad, 30 

Dostoyevski, 352 
Drama i n  Central Asia, 31-38 
Drankov (producer of f i r a t  Russian film), 194 
Druehba Narodov (periodical),  191, 339 
Dukchi Ishan. See Ishan Madoll 
Dulat ( ~ u a k h  alum), 355 
Dungans, 236, 246-250, 298 

culture and way of l i f e ,  249-250 
distr ibution,  in China, 297-298; in Russia, 296-297 
language and alphabet , 248-249 
or igin  of, 247 

Durnovo ( l i t e r m y  c r i t i c ) ,  339, W, 342, 343 
Dyakonw (historian),  311 
Dyushambe, 3 4 ,  315. Bee ale0 Stallnabad 
Dyushambe-Dqa r iver ,  314, 317 
Dzhadid Idladobukhara, 313 
Dzhaksy stat ion,  Kaz. 273 
Dzhalal-Abad (~zhalalabad),  Kirg. 111, 322, 323, 325, 329, 330 

motor-repair workshops, 119 
oblast,  73 

Dzhanaatai, 135, 136, 137 
Dzhanibai, Uzb. 296, 297 
Dzhambul, oblaat, Kaz. 27, 88, 89, 91, 100, 101, 206,300, 345 

poet, 191 
tm, 111, 180, 190, 272, 322, 323 

khanga l in  raion, Km. 87 
Dzhantoshev, Kaaymaly ( ~ i r g i z  playwright), 3% 
Dzhanybek railway s ta t ion,  Kaz. 87 
Ikhanyl-erza (KirgLz PO=), 333 
Dzhar Kubak, 21 
Dzharapidze, A.B. 22 
Dzhayagachi, 265 



Dzhebel, Turk. 77 
Dzhehhat EdTS, Kaz. 92 
Dzhergalan, Kirg. 298 
Dzherkochko, Kirg. 68 
Dzerzhinskii kolkhoz , Begovat raion, Uzb. 120 
Dzhety-Oguz, M3SBAF in, 208 

MTS, 68 
radio exchange, 332 

Dzhetymhan movement in Fergana, 309 
Dzhezdy, Kaz. 97 
Dzhezkazgan, 97, 132, 269, 346 

Palace of Culture, 200 
Dzhilikul, Tadzh. l47, 148 
Dzhinsk, Uzb. 309 
Dzhuma-Bazar, Uzb. 296 
Dzhuvelin raion, Kaz. 89 

Earnings of workers in agricul ture and industry, 119-120 
Education, Gorno-Badakhshan, 64-65 

Kaz. 184--190 
Egesinov, E. 266 
Egri Gussar dam, Turk. 257 
Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood, 284 
Ekibastuz, Kaz.  97, 102, 104, 120 
Ekskavator Works? Tashkent, 306 
Elec t r i f ica t ion ,  Tadzh. 230-235 
Electrostal .  220 
Emba, Kaz. o i l f i e l d s ,  11 

r iver ,  263 
Er.riin Muhammad Khan, 170, 171 
Enbekshi -Kazakh raion, Alma-Ata oblas t, 300 
Ehgels, 142, 283, 288, 310 

kolkhoz in Sayatsk raion, Turk. 297 
%land, 139, 310 
Erb-, 53 
Eremen-Tau, KBZ. 102, 103, 104, 278, 363 
Eriktu kolkhoz, Taldy-Su raion, Kirg. 330 
Erkenshilik, Kaz. 1% 
Esenzholova, 188 
Eshmambe tov, 337 
Es i l ,  Kaz. 273, 274 
Essentuki (Caucasian spa), 368 
Esterzund turnip harvests i n  T a m .  63 
Estonians in the Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Ethnography, I n s t i t u t e  of ,  67 
Etymology of Central Asian names, 111-112 



Fadeyev (Fadeev), 31, 34, 125, 337 
Faizov (Kirgiz pilot), 30 
Farkhad power-station, Uzb. 218 
Farukhi (~adzhik writer), 128 
Fattakh, T i m  ( ~ z b e k  writer), 195 
Fergana, 225, 250, 309 

canal, 223. See also Great Fergana Canal, North Fergana Canal., 
South Fergana Canal 
desert, 135 
oblast, 117, 137, U d ,  205, 246 
textile kombinat, 305 
Valley, 134-136 

Fertilizers in Kaz. 274-275 
Fet, translations of into Uzbek, 127 
Film studios. See also Cinemas 
h* 197 
Kirg. 196-197 
Uzb. 195-196 

Finansovaya sis tema SSSR, 116 
Firdaua-ul-Ikbal, chronicle of W s ,  168 
Freikin, Z.G. 279, 280, 281 
Friendship Peak ( ~ i k  Druzhby), 21 
Frunze, 12, 13, 15, 26, 29, 74, 111, 121, 126, 159, 208, 236-245, 

248, 249, 254, 296, 322, 323, 324, 326, 327, 329, 335 
asphalt and concrete works, 325 
bookshop, 133 
- Chaldovar road, 322 
Chernyshevskii public library, 129 
film shorn in, 128 
hemp and jute mills, 119 
Krasnyi Metallist plant, 242 
medical institute, 244 
oblast, 117, 118 
pedagogic institute, 246 
Skryabin Agricultural Institute, 24.4 
tobacco-processing plant, 299 

Frunze Uzbekselmash works, Tashkent, 304 

Gadzhiev, A. 330 
WU~OV, B.G. 311, 312 
Gakkel (Kazakh film producer), 197 
Gakliya (moralistic exhortations by Abai ~unanbayev), 356 
-9 147, U$, 234 

schools in, 129 
Galibova (Tadzhik singer), 150 
Gglkino raion, Pavlodar oblaat, Kaz. 86 
Garf, Be& 23 
Gamo caxup, 23 



Garrau canal, I l y a l ; ~  raion, Turk. 175 
Gasan-Kuli  asan an ~ u l i )  , Turk. 83, 209 
Gashev (chief engineer of ~ r u n z e ) ,  239 
Gavkush canal, Tadzh. 233 
Gazavat, i r r igat ion channel in Takhta raion, Turk. 175 
Genghiz Khan, 53 
Georgia, 286 
Georgians in the Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Georgiyevsk r d o n ,  Kaz. 89 
Georgiyevka, E r g .  323 

canal, 154 
Gerasimova ( l i t e ra ry  cr i t ic) ,  339 
Germany, 139, 298 
Gigant kolkhoz, Kaz. 90 

Uzb. 136 
Gissar, Tadzh. l46, 147, 233, 3l.4 

raion, &8 
Gladei (director of ~e r~anavods t ro i )  , 135 
Glavmetsbyt agency, 304 
Glass manufacture, remains of workshops a t  Shakh-Sanem, 50-52 
Glavkinoprokat, Turk. 199 
Glawtorchermet, Uzb. 219 
Glushanov, P.P. 157 
Goethe, 356 
Gogol, NeV* 125, 335, 337 

translations of in to  Uzbek, 127 
Goklen, Turkmen tr ibe,  171-172, 175 
Golden City. See Samarkand 
Gorki, M. 35, 125, 223 

automobile plant, 274 
coal-mines, Kaz. 101 

Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblas t , 59 -66, 236 
Corynin, Pavel, 28 
Gozhev, A.S. 22 
G r a i n  production plan fo r  Kaz. 267, 278 
Great Balkhan ridge, 76 
Great Chu Canal, 154, 155, 158-159 
Great Fergana Canal, 135 
Great I r tysh Sea, 109 
Grebeshok Peak, 20 
Grigorev ( ~ u s s i a n  or ienta l is  t )  , 289 
Gross, Severin ( ~ u s s i a n  revolutionary), 352 
Groznef t, 160 
Groznyi, 277 
Grm-Grzhimailo glacier, 22 
Gulbdch sovkhoz, Uzb. 136 
Gulistan raion, Uzb. I.&? 
Gulsary (opera by ~aahen) ,  37 
G u ~ Y ~ ,  G a f ~ ,  34, 127, 222-223, 225 



Gunt r iver ,  59, 231 
Gurgen, 309 
Gurski, A. 63 
Guryev, 114, 190 

oblast., 88, 90, 92, 206, 269, 345 
Gusak, N.A. 19, 22 
Guschin, D.I. 22 
Gyaur-Kala (border stronghold in Uzb. ), 50 
Gyurgen r iver  valley, 169, 170, 171 

Hakimov, 112 
Hamraev ( ~ z b e k  playwright). See Khamrayev 
Harvesting machines., 39 -40 
Hasan K u l i .  See Gasan K u l i  
Hemp, 295 
Herzen, 287 
Hikmet Nazim (Turkish writer) ,  223 
Hooliganism, among Komsomol members i n  Kaz. 2l4, 215 
Horses in Kaz. 93-95 

Ibserl, H. 32 
Igdyr, Turkmen t r ibe ,  176 
Ili, dialect ,  251 

ralon, Kaz. 347 
r iver ,  250 

I l tuzer  Khan of Khiva, 170 
I lyaly  raion, Turk. 175 
I ly ich works, Tashkent, 306 
Imanya~ov (Kazakh dramatist), 35 
Imreli, Turkmen t r ibe ,  170, 175 
India, 152, 295 
Indivisible fund, 120 
Indu K u s h  dam, Turk. 257 
Inylchik glacier  24 
Iolatan ( ~ o l o t a n j  dam, 257 

raion, Turk. 83 
Iran. See Persia 
I r i s u  sovkhoz, Uzgen raion, Kirg. 327 
Iron ore deposits in Uzb. 220 
I r r iga t ion  in Uzb. 134 
Ir tysh,  102, 109, 110 
Irving, Washington, 287 
Isfara ,  goods yard, Uc6 

t om,  Tadzh. I47 
raion, 232 

Ishan Madoli, 224 



Ishanturayeva ( ~ z b e k  ac t ress) ,  228 
Ishkashim, Tafkzh. 59, 62, 63, 64, 65 
Iskra  club, 20 
Iskusstvo kino (periodical) ,  196 
Islam, 282-94 
Issyk-Kul, Bureau of Cinematography, 198 

lake, 67, 154, 155 
oblast,  73, 74, 157, 208, 296, 298, 322, 323, 324, 327, 330 

Ivanov, LI. 22 
Ivanov kolkhoz, Kenes-Anarkhae d i s t r i c t ,  Kirg. 324 
Izbaskent raion, Uzb. & 
Izobilnyi sovkhoz, Akmolinsk oblast,  278, 363 
Izvest iya (newspaper), 4 

Jute, cul t iva t ion  of i n  Central Asia, 295, 297 

Kaakhka ki lns,  Turk. 84 
Kabirov, Id. 250 
Kabul-Sai, 237 
Kadzhar-aga ( t a l e  by A. Kaushutov), 342 
Kafarov, P. 294 
Kaf irnigan r iver ,  Tc.W. 233 
Kagm, u-0 
Kaganovich kolkhoz, Kaz. 92; Chinaz raion, Uzb. 43 

raion, Kirg. 130; Turk. 199 
transport  mechanical engineering m r k s  in Tashkent, 306 

Kaganovichabad, Tadzh. IltB 
ICai clan, 1p 
Kaigylu Kakei  l lay by M. ~ o k d a ~ e v ) ,  335 
Kairak-Kum, Tadzh. 136 
Rakhkhar (Kahhar), A. 37, 127, 225, 226, 227 
K a l a i  K h h ,  Tadzh. 60 
Kalaikor settlement, Turk. 261 
Ma1-y-Gyr, 47, 68 
Kaldybayev (Kirgiz p i l o t ) ,  30 
Kalimov, A. (Dungan l ingu i s t ) ,  248 
Kalinin, hydroelectric s ta t ion ,  Ordzhonlkidzeabad raion, T&h. 231 

kolkhoz, Kirov raion, Kirg. 299; Tadzh. 63; Sayatsk raion, 
Turk. 297 

M!l'S, dlawlinsk oblast ,  Kae. 181 
raion, Tadzh. 233 

Kalininakoye, Kirg. 243, 324, 325 
Kalmakan, Kaz. 102, 103, 104 
Kalpak-Irgen canal, Kunya-Urganch raion, Turk. 176 
Kanaashin raion, Uzb. 131 
bmanskoye plateau (heal th r e so r t ) ,  Kaz. 34.8 ~~ epoch, 51 



Kanibadam, Tadzh. 4 7  
spinning mills, 8 

Kamu, 246, 247, 24-8 
Kant kolkhoz, Kenes-Anarkhae d i s t r i c t ,  Kirg. 324, 325 
m t a g u r u ,  49 
Kantemir, k i t r i ,  286 
Kara-Daqa river,  135 
Karadashli, Turlanen t r ibe ,  171-172, 175 
Maganda,  20, 26, 86 ,  90, 97, 99. 100, 101, 117, 132, 179, 182, 

190, 219, 221, 269, 271, 272, 345, 346, 362 
W W  in, 206 
medical i r ~ s t i t u t e ,  348 
oblast,  119, 200, 358, 365, 366 
spor ts  club, 207 

Karailgyn d i s t r i c t ,  Porsu raian, Turk. 176 
Karakol, Kirg. 334 
Kara-Kalpakia, 28, bl, 62, 48, 50, 135, 175, 177 

broadcast coverage in, 141, U+2 
fi lm shows in, 198 
Sta te  archives of, 167 

Kara-Kadzhur d i s t r i c t  , IUrg. 324 
Kara-Kul lake, 18 
Kar'a-KM1, c a n d  project, 255-262, 279, 280, 281 

desert ,  26, 46 
Karakul sheep, 6 1  
Karasu raion, Kirg. 325, 330 

transport depot, 326, 327 
Kara-Tau, 274 

hydroelectric scheme, Tadzh. 231 
Kara-Uzyak W8, Uzb. 44 
Karavan, Dzhalal-Abad oblast,  Erg. 330 
Karibdzhanov (~azakh Minister of Agriculture), 273 
K a r l  Marx kolkhoz, Kaz. 90, 277; Frvnze oblast,  l l 9 ,  120; in 

Shugnan raion, Tadzh. 63 
Peak, 18 

Kartaly, Kaz. 97 
Kashgar, 322 

- Peiping Road, 248 
- Yarkend dialect ,  251 

Kashka-Darya oblast,  Uzb. 117, 121, 131, al, 205 
f i lm shows in, 198 

Kashkci-Sun, Kirg. 68 
Kasean r iver,  136 
Kas  teyev (artist), 351 
Kaushutov, A t a  ( T u r h e m  writer), 339, 340, 3bl, 362, 343 
Kazakhs in the Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Kazakhstan, 8, 11, l4, 20-22, 26-28, 31, 35, 39, 112, 117, 1 2 1 ,  124, 

125, 126, 172, 194, 197, 200, 205-207, 213-216, 246, 247, 250, 2519 
298, 300,  308,  311, 312 



Xazakhs tan 
Articles: Animal Husbandry, 85-96 

New Rdlways, 97-105 
New Director ( f eu i l le ton)  , 106-108 
Bukhtarma Dam Project,  109-110 
Komsomol, 178-183 
Primary and Secondary Education, 184-190 
Syr-I3euya: A Kazakh Novel, 191-193 
Ushkan: Ancient Kazakh Necropolis, 263-266 
New Drive f o r  Grain, 267-278 
Health Services, 344-349 
Abai Kunanbayev: Poet and Pa t r io t ,  350-357 
Progress f o r  the New Drive f o r  G r a i n ,  358-366 

Kazakhstanskaya Pravda (newspaper), 2, 85, 87, 89, 92, 93, 186, 
200, 269, 346, 360, 363 

Kazan, 26 
Religious Acadeqy, 289, 291 

Kazembek ( ~ u s s i a n  o r i e n t a l i s  t), 289 
Kazandzhik, Turk. 77, 82, 130 
Kazbek M t .  16 
Kaztalmash factory, 274 
Kekess r d o n ,  Kaz. 276 
Kelif Uzboi, 256, 257, 279, 280 
Kelteminar aryk, 50 
Kemerovo, 219, 221 
Kenrine raion, Kirq. 326 
Keminsk, Kirg. 330 
Kenaf, cu l t iva t ion  of, 295, 296, 297 
Kendyr, cu l t iva t ion  of. 296 
Kenes MTS, Uzb. 4.l 
Kenes-Anarkhae d i s t r i c t  , Kirg. 324 
Kerch, 273 
Kerki, Turk. 256, 257 
Ketmen, Kirg. 252 
Khamidi  (Kazakh composer), 351 
Khamrayev (Uzbek playwright), 38 
Khamza (play by K.  ashe en), 228 
Khamzaabad (formerly ~hakhrimadan) , Uzb. 226 
Khanaka stat ion,  Tadzh. I46 
Khan-Tau, Kaz.  99, 100, 104 
Khan-Tengri Peak, 19, 22 
Khan-Yab canal, Kunya-Urgench raion, 176 
Khanykov ( ~ u s e i a n  o r i e n t a ~ s  t ) , 286 
Kharkov d i s t r i c t ,  215 
Khartsisk, Ukraine, 303 
Khasan-Eli, T w h e n  t r ibe ,  171 
Khashikrt (hydroelectric s ta t ion) ,  Tadzh. 232 
Khavast MTS, Uzb. 43 
Kherson, 79 



IShilkov Cement Works, Uzb. 205 
Khilkovo railwqy s ta t ion,  Uzb. 218 
W v a ,  45, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 177, 263, 310 

agr icul tura l  college, 42 
chronicles of Munis and Agakhi, 167 

Khlopkovodstvo (monthly periodical), 4 
Khodzha-Bakirgan hydroelectric stat ion,  Tadzh. 231 
Khodzheili d i s t r i c t ,  Uzb. 170 
Khodzhent. See Leninabad 
Kholfin, N.S. 336 
Khorasan, 171, 172 
Khorezm, 28, 42, 43, 45, 171, 310 

archaeological surveys in, 45-54 
broadcast coverage in, W, W 
oasis,  167, 172, 174, 177 
oblast,  198 

Khorezm-Bag, 52 
Khorezmi, hu-Reikhan-al-Binmi-al, 45 
Khorezmi, Muhammad-ibn-Musa-al, 45 
Khorog, 28, 59, 60, 63, 65, 147, 208, 323 

botanical gardens, 62 
hydroelectric project, 231 

Khorpushtak (Tadzhik humorous monthly magmine), 3 
Khrushchev kolkhoz, Taldy-Su raion, E r g .  330 
Khrushchev, 85, 267, 268 
Kiev, 284 
Kiyevskii sovkhoz, Almolinsk oblast, 362 
Kinap works, 140, 306 
Kipchak, Uzb. 265 
Kirgizia, 8, 12, 13, 29-30, 31, 36, 112, 117, 118, 119, 126, 194, 

196-197, 198, 207-209, 296, 298, 299, 333-338 
Articles:. A Kirgiz Kolkhoz, 67-75 

No Tea - only Vodka and Beer (feuil leton) , 75 
Orto-Tokoi and Chu Valley I r r igat ion Projects, 154-159 
Dungan and Uighur National Eno r i t i e s ,  246-254 
Frunze Past and Present, 236-245 
Broadcasting and Relay S e ~ c e s ,  329-332 
Kirgiz Theatre, 333-338 
Roads and Road Transport, 322-328 

Kirov, kolkhoz in Churchum raion, Kaz. 27; in Tadzh. 65; 
In Oktyabr ralon, TJzb. 43 

Komsomol raikom, Kaz. 182 
raion Kaz. 182; Kirg. 299 
workshops, Tadzh. -6 

Kirovabad, Tadzh. 111, 131 
Kirovograd, 273 
Kiyakhty, K a z .  100 
Kizyl-Ar- at, 1% 
Kizyl-Atrek, Turk. 209 



U z y l - e y a .  See Kyzyl-Kiya 
Kizyl-Oktyabr kolkhoz, Kirg. 324 
Klochenko (Kirgiz ~ i l o t ) ,  30 
Klych-Niyaz Bai canal, 171, 176 
Kodzhuk c lan  of the Yomut Turkmen t r i b e ,  175 
Kogukli, I lya ly  raion, Turk. 175 
Koibagarov (representative of the Frunze p o l l t i c a l  committee), 238 
Koi-Krylgan-Kala (ancient walled town in Uzb. ) , 48, 50 
Kokand, 224, 225, 236, 306 
Kokchetav oblast,  Kaz. 93, 182, 216, 270, 273, 274, 277, 347, 358 
Kokshaal range, 19, 22 
Koktash, Tadzh. 131, 147, l48 
Kolkhoachionski raion, Tadzh. Uc8 
Komarov, B. l.40 
Kommunar mechanical engineering plant  in Andizhan, 306 
Kommunis t ( journal) , 4 
Kommunis t Tadzhikis tana (newspaper), 2, 116, 319 
Komsomol, 202, 205 

in Gorno-Badakhshan, 65 
in Kaz. 178-183 

Komsomol Lake, Tadzh. 59 
Komsomolabad, Tadzh. 147, 149 
Komsomolskaya Pravda (newspaper), 137 
Kopal, 246 
Kopet Dag, Turk. 256 
Korolenko, 125, 131 
Korzhenevski expedition, 22, 23 
KOS-Kuduk, Kaz. I&, 15 
Kostroma, 102 
Koy -Krylgan-Kala. See Koi-Krylgan-Kala 
Kozlov, 6 
Krachkovskii ( ~ u s s i a n  o r i e n t d i s t ) ,  284, 290, 291 
Krasnii  Dvigatel works, Uzb. 302, 306 
Krasnodarnef t , 160 
Krasnoye Znaqya, kolkhoz, Kaz.  120 

settlement, Turk. 261. See also Red Banner 
Krasnoselsk turnip harvest,  Tadzh. 63 
Krasnovodsk, Turk. 79-81, 161, 162, 166, 209, 210, 279, 280 
Krasnyi Metal l is t  m r k s ,  Turk. 11; in F m e ,  242 
Kraenyi b l o t  works, Turk. 13 
Krokodil (humorous magazine), 3, 4, 151 
KTylov, 356 
Rrymskii ( ~ u s s i a n  o r i e n t a l i s t ) ,  290, 291 
Krupskaya kolkhoz, Frunze oblast ,  Kirg. 119, 120 
f iupskii  kolkhoz, D z h a l a l - h d  oblast ,  girg. 330 
Krushchev. See Rhrushchev 
Kwunek party (one of the groups of the 1952 archaeological 

expedition), 48 
Kdbyehev, engineering works, 360 



. Uzb. 41 
province, 160 

bibyshevsk, Tadzh. 131, U+8 
Kulanak raion, Kirg. 324 
Kulbnya-yab canal, Porsu raion, Turk. 176 
Kulunda-Barnad railway section, 103 
Kulyab oblast, Tadzh. 28, 59, 48 ,  198, 234 
Kum-Dag, Turk. 77, 131, 160, 163, 165, 209, 280 
Kmdagnef t, 160, 161, 163-164 
K m d a y e v ,  A b d ,  350-357 
Kunanbayev, K a k i  t a i  , 3 5 2 
Kunayev (president of Kazakh Academy of ~c i ences ) ,  269 
Kungei Ala-Tau, 155 
Kungrad HI'S, Uzb. 41 
Kunya-Darya canal, I lyaly raion, Turk. 175 
Kunya-Ogurdzha, 53 
Kunya-Uaz sculptures, 51, 54 
Kunya-Urgench (mediaeval capi ta l  of ~horezm), 47, 52, 53, 17l, 176 
Kuomintang, 247 
Kurdai raion, Kaz ,  117 
Kurgaldaha raion, Alanolinsk oblast,  Kaz. 347 
Kurgan-Tpbe, Tadzh. 29, l l 8 ,  129, 146, l4.8 
Kurmanbek (Kirgiz poem), 333 
Kuropatkin ( ~eneral) , 37 
Kurre t-al-Ain, 291 
Kurshab raion. Kirq. 324 
Kurtysh ravine, 49 
Kurzhunkul, Kaz. 103 
Kushan empire, 50, 51 
Kustanai, 26, 182, 187, 270, 271, 273, 275, 277, 359, 360 

horse breed, 94-95 
oblast, 86, 93, 121, 132, 358, 363, 305, 366 
sovkhoz in Kaz. 27 

Kut tubayev, A. ( theat r ical  ~ roducer )  , 336 
Kuttubayeva, Arrvar (Kirgiz actress) ,  334 
Kuvan-Dslya, 45, 46 
K w a s a i ,  131 
Kwin raion, Usb. 131 
Kuzbas, 105 
Kuznetsov, A. 330 
K y z y l - h a t ,  Turk. 83. See also K izy l -ha t ,  
Kyzyl-Aaker, Kirg. 243 

kolkhoz in Tadzh. 63, 65 
Kyzylcha-Kala, Uzb. 50 
Kyzyl-Kiya, 208, 325 

miming school. 9 
Kyzyl-Kum desert, 28, 46 
Kyzyl-Okt,yabr kolkhoe, Kerminfi r d o n ,  Uzb. Ud 
Kzyl-Kiya. See Kyzyl-Kiya 



Gyl-Orda, Xaz. 90, 91, 92, 182, 190, 206 
Kzyl-Rabat, 171 
Kzyl-Tu, Kokchetav oblast ,  Kaz. 215 

Land reclamation in Uzb. 134 
Lara i r r i g a t i o n  channel in Takhta raion, Turk. 175 
Lavrenev, 33 
Lavrinenko (designer of a cotton-dryhg ~ l a n t '  , 232 
Lebyazhaya MZhS, Kaz. 92 
Lenin, 126, l42, 194, 223, 283, 290 

kolkhoz i n  Alma-Ata raion, 90; in Novo-Pokrovsk raion, 27; 
in G i s s a r  raion, &8; in Kustanai oblast,  363 
Peak, 1 6  
power-station in Pamirs, 234 

Leninabad, Tadzh. 28, 59, 111, 131, 147, 148, 230 
hydroelectric s ta t ion ,  136 
oblast,  232, 234 
silk kombinat, I.& 

Lenin-Dzholu kolkhoz, Tadzh. 63 
lieninfilm, 194 
L e W r a d ,  26, 249, 251, 254, 329, 334, 350 

kolkhoz in Namangan raion, Uzb. 142 
Leninogorsk, Kaz. 20, 132, 187 
Leninopol raion, Rirg. 300 
Leninsk, Tashauz oblast,  Turk. 84 
Leontev, 351 
Lepikhov, 161 
Lepsinsk, 246 
Lermontov, 352 

translat ions of i n t o  Kaz. 356; i n t o  Uzb. 127 
Letavet, A.A. 17, 19 
Levshin, A. 263 
Libraries in Central Asia, 129, 130 
Lights of Koshchinar (book by A. ~akhkhar), 226, 227 
Linguistics,  Dungan, 248-249 

U i g h u r ,  251-252 
Literaturnaya G a z e  t a  (newspaper), 4, 2l4, 339 
Litgosizdat, 227 
Litvinov, B.N. 314, 315 
Loktev, E. ( f i l m  c r i t i c ) ,  196, 197 
Lomonosov, 286 
hndon, Jack, 127 
Lope de Vega, 336 

translat ions of i n t o  Uzbek, 127 
Lozovsk raion, Pavlodar oblast ,  Kaz. 86 
I Q Z W S ~ ~ ~  m, b. 92 
Lower Varzob hydroelectric scheme, Tadzh. 231 
Lugova, a. See Lugovoi 



Lugovoi, 97, 322 

Magnitogorsk, 219 
W-Balyk lake, Kaz. 348 
Maidan r iver ,  104 
M a i k u l  s tud farm, K a z .  94 
E n  Turkmen Canal, 26, 82, 130, 226, 256, 279-281 
Bdakarenko, 214 
Ma.khach-Kala, 79 
M a - K h n - K u i ,  247 
Maldybayev, Abdylas (Kirgiz composer), 334 
Malenkov, 284 

kolkhoz in Tavil-Dara ralon, Tadzh. 6 1  
Mamekhan, Uzb. 135 
Manilyutka grain disposal stat ion,  Kaz. 275 
Manas (Kirgiz epic) ,  333, 336 
Mangis tan peninsula, Kaz . 26 3 
M g y r - D q a ,  49 
Mangyshlak pe-.linsula, 171, 269 
Manpower in industry, 7-15 
Mantsutsin, 334 
Mao, 2L9 
Marble Wall Peak, 17-18, 20, 21 
Margelan, Uzb. 137, 225 

river,  135 
Marquart. J. 48 
lidartin furnaces, 218, 219, 221 
m t i n o v ,  l&l 
Martov, G.E. 167 
Mamanid sect  of Islam, 293 
Marx, K. W ,  283, 288, 310 
Marx-Engels-Lenin-StaUn In s t i t u t e  in  Moscow, 126 
Mary, Turk. 12, 83, 84, 256, 259, 260. 280 
Masgud (philosophical moralistic poem of Abai ~unanbayev), 355 
Mashinostroitel works a t  Omsk, 361 
Maxim Gorki M!l'S, Pavlodar oblas t,, Kaz. 364 
Mayakovski, 130, 223, 252 

translat ions of in to  Uzbek, 127 
Mecca, 285 
Mechanical engineering industry in Uzb. 302-507 
Mechanical g lass  works, Turk. 12 
Mechanization of cotton harvesting in Uzb. 39-44 

of i r r i ga t i on  in Fergana Valley, 136 
Medina, 285 
~edn ikov (~uas i an  or ien ta l i s t )  , 290, 291 
Mekhanizatsiya (bi-mnthly periodical) 4 
Mekhri and Vepa (novel by A. Kauahutov), 339, 342 
Melitopol, 303 



Melkumov ( ~ z b e k  ~ l a y w r i ~ h t ) ,  38 
Melnikovo, Tadzh. l45, 146 
Mendikulov, M.M. 263 
Mendygaryn raion, Kustand oblas t, Kaz. 363 
Menshikov (d i rec tor  of c i v i l  aviat ion in Tadzh.), I48 
Meridional range, 17, 20, 21 
Merke raion, Dzhambul oblast,  K a z .  206 
M~I-v. See Mary 
Metallurg Club, 20 
Michurin sovkhoz, Alma-Ata oblast ,  Kaz. 27 
Ekhae l i s ,  E.P. ( ~ u s s i a n  revolutionary), 352 
Mikhailovsk raion, Pavlodar oblast ,  Kaz. 86 
Mikhalkov, 33 
Mikoyanabad, Tadzh. 131 
E l a n ,  151 
bfilitary Topgraphical Department 1943 expedition, 19 
Idi lk  production, Kaz. 90 
Millionaire kolkhozes, 119 
Milshakov ( ~ z b e k  wri ter) ,  196 
Mineralnye Vod,y, 26, 28, 30. 148 
Mirshakar ( ~ a d z h i k  wri ter) ,  35, 128, 195 
Mirzachul, 111 
Mirzakin, Kirg. 330 
Mishin, N.N. 296 
Mogul Empire, 285 
Mogul-Tau (sec t ion  of the Tien Shan mountain range), 220 
Mointy-Chu r a i l w a y  l ine ,  Kaz. 97, 98-102, 132 
Moldavians in the Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Moliere, 336 

translat ions of i n t o  Uzbek, 127 
Molodezhnaya Peak. 20 
Molotov, kolkhoz, Novo-Pokrovsk raion, Kaz. 27; Kurshab raion, E r g .  

324; I s f a r a  raion, Tadzh. 232; Rosht-Kala r d o n ,  Tadzh. 63; 
Gidzhuvan raion, Uzb. I42 
MTS, Uzb. 40 
Peak, 23 
raion, Kaz. 214 

Molotovabad, Tadzh. l@ 
Molotov-Vekil agr icul tura l  a r t e l ,  Turk. 259 
Mongol invasione, 49 
&SCOW, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34, 36, 37: 39, W, 79, 84, 102, W, 

151, 152, 179, 215, 223, 251, 254, 269, 273, 276, 310, 321, 329. 
331, 336, 339, 350, 362 

Mosfilm, 194 
Moskva hydroelectric s ta t ion ,  Ordzhonikidzeabad raion, Tadzh. 231,233 
Mountaineering i n  Central Aaia, 16-24 
Ikemornaya Stena. See Bdarble Wall Peak 
Muhammad, 115, 284 
Muhanrmad Rahim Khan, 170 



Muhammad, Shah of Iran, 171 
U a n o v ,  Gabit ( ~ a z a k h  writer) ,  191, 193 
Mukhamedov ( ~ z b e k  38 
Mukhtarov ( ~ u r h e n  writer),  36 
bbkimi ( ~ z b e k  poet), 222, 223-225 
W S u  r iver,  24 
Munaili oi l f i e ld ,  Kaz. 263 
Munis c h r d c l e s ,  167, 169 
Muravyev, N.N. 168 
Murgab oasis, Turk. 260, 261 

raion, Tadzh. 59, 62, 64 
river,  256, 257? 258, 262, 279 

W i d i s m ,  286, 287 
b z a y e v  Z. 5 
Mushketov, 18 
h h t u m  (huuu~uro~s Uzbek ~ a p e r ) ,  226 
Muslim names, 112 
Wrepov,  Gabit ( ~ a z :  &I writer),  197 
Mustaffin (Kazakh writer),  35 
Mustafin, V.A. 265 
Muyaldy (health resort) ,  Kaz. 348 
Mu-Kumgan d i s t r i c t ,  Turk. 170 
&m-Arali, Kaz. 99, 100, 101 

Nadir Shah, 169, 173 
N-, Uzb. 135 
Namangan, Uzb. 135, 136, W 
ms, 40 
oblast,  117, 121 

Napkaldy M t .  18 
~ a - r y n ,  E r g .  135, 236, 322, 324, 325, 337 

w!haay, 155 
sk i  centre, 208 
transport depot, 326, 327 

Nasreddin Shah, 291 
National Geographical magazine, 5 
Nau raion, Tadzh. 231 
Nauka Society, Tadzh. 23 
Naukat raion, Kirg. 300 
Naurazbeyev (~azakh a d p  tor) ,  351 
Navoi, 225 

library in Tashkent, 130 
Nebit-Dag, Turk. 76, 77, 131, 160, 162 163, 165, 209, 279, 280 
N e b i t w e f t ,  160, 161, 162, 163 
Nekrasov, 127, 352 
Neology in the Soviet Man, 211-212 
Newmarket, 111 
Nicholas I, 286 



N i k i t i n ,  Atanasii, 285 
Nikoladze, Professor, 16 
Nikolayeva, 125 
Ningsia, 246, 247 
Niyazi, Hamza Ha& Zade, 37, 222, 225-226 
Nizhne-Chirchik, Uzb. 296 
Nizhne-Chu radio exchange, E r g .  332 
Nizhne-Talas MZhS, Kaz. 92 
Nizhni-Novgorod, 310 
North Fergana Canal, 135 
Nosdrykhin, V. 21 
Novabad, Tadzh. l47, 148, 149 
Novaya Tikhonovka settlement , Kaz. 132 
Novosibirsk, 26 
Novo-Troityskoye, Kirg. 325 
Novo-Urgench, Uzb. 175 
Novo-Voznesensk raion, Kirq, 298 
Novyi Put kolkhoz, Kaz. 90 
Nukus, 26, 47 
Nuraly, Kaz. 103 
Nurumbayeva ( ~ e p u t y  Chairman of Council of E n i s t e r s  in Kaz. ), 272 
Nusupbekov ( ~ z b e k  h is tor ian)  , 311 

Obigarm, Tadzh. 147 
variat ions in spel l ing  of, 113 

Obruchev, 6 
Ocherki i s t o r i i  izucheniya Islama v SSSR by N.A. Smirnov, 282 
Odessa, 79, 273 
Ogonek (popular weekly), 5 
O i l ,  Turk. 160-166 
Ok-Kala, 52 
Oktyabr raion, Tashkent oblast ,  121 
Oktyabrsk, Tadzh. 148 
Okuz clan of the Yomut Turkmen t r ibe ,  175 
Omsk, 26: 102, 287, 361 
Opisaniye Kirgiz-Kazachikh ili Kirgiz-Kaisatzhlkh ord i s tepei ,  263 
opium, 249 

poppy cul t iva t ion  in  Kirg. 298 
Ordo (Kirgiz nat ional  game), 73 
Ordzhonikidze, kolkhoz Taldy-Su raion, Kirg. 330 

raion, Uzb. 142 
Ordzhonikidzeabad, 112, 131, 147, a8 

raion hydroelectric s ta t ions ,  231, 233 
Orenburg, 310 

railway l ine ,  13 
Orlov-Rostopchin s t a l l ions ,  94, 95 
Orsukchi clan of the Yomut Turkmen t r ibe ,  175 
Orthography of Central Asian names, 112-115 



Orto-Bukal, E r g .  68 
Orto-Tokoi, Kirg. 157, 158 

construction s i t e ,  10 
f i lm shows in, 198 
i r r i ga t i on  project, 156-156, 159 

. 
Osh, Kirg. 59, 60, 208, 250, 323, 324, 325, 

highway t o  Khorog, 147 
tobacco-processing plant, 299 

Osmeryzhskii WS, Pavlodar oblast, Kaz.  364 
Ostroumov ( ~ u s s i a n  or ien ta l i s t )  , 290, 292 
Ostrovskii, A. 35, 335, 337 

Pakh t aabad, Tadzh. 146, 147 
raion, Tadzh. 148 

Pakhtar-Abad ra ior ,  Uzb. 4.4 
P d i  lov, kolkhoz , Kaz. 93 

raion, Kirg. 122, 130 
Pamir highway, 323 
Pamirs, 16, 17, 22, 59, 313 

e l e c t r i c  power in, 231, 234 
survey in, 18 

Pamyati Zhdanova kolkhoz, Kaz. 92 
Panfilov Teachers' Ins t i tu te ,  252 
Patkhor Peak, 18 
Pavlodar, K a z -  26, 86, 88, 270, 2T1, 275, 278, 345, 359 

- Akmolinsk rai lway l ine ,  97, 98, 102-105 
oblast,  358, 363-364, 365, 366 

Pavlov, 345 
Pedagogic Ins t i tu te ,  Fnmze, 2& 
Peking, 286 
Pendzhikent, Tadzh. l48, 149 
Penza, 26 
Persia, 112,  ll3, 152, 168, 169, 172, 173, 247, 248, 285 
Pervomaiski settlement, Turk. 78 
Peskov raion, Kaz. 132 
Peter I, 285, 286 

mountain range, 24 
Petersburg. See St.Petersburg 
Petropavlovsk, Kaz. 26, 97, 112, l80, 181, 187, 207, 274, 275 
Pik Druzhby. See Friendship Peak 
Pik Pobedy. See Victory Peak 
Pisarev, 287, 352 
Piehpek, Kirg. 236, 322, 325. See also Frunze 
Planovoye khozyaistvo (monthly periodical),  4 
Platov track-laying apparatus, 100 
P l W ,  47 
Podemnik (~odyenmik) works, Tashkent, 302, 306 
Pogranichnlk Peak, 21 



Pokrovka, 72 
raion, Kirg. 300 

Poland, 305 
P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in Gorno-Badakhshan, 65-66 
Poltava, 215 
Polybiuss 47 
Polyme t a l l i c  kombinat, Zyryanovsk, 186 
Ponomarenko, 31, 213, 268, 270 
Ponyatayev, 364 
Porshnev kishlak, Pamirs, 64 
Porsu ralon, Turk. 176 
Post.al services,  Tadzh. U+8 
Potapov, 311 
Povolozhe, 105 
Pozdneyev ( ~ u s s i a n  o r i en ta l i s t ) ,  289, 294 
Pravda, kolkhoz, Verkhne-Chirchilc raion, Uzb. 296 

(newspaper). 4 
Pravda Vostoka (newspaper), 2, 28, 134, 136, 137, U, W ,  l43, 

195, 198, 227, 305, 308, 309 
Press, in Gorno-Badakhshan, 65-66 
F'ridonovo, Tadzh. 145 
F'rlgornyi a r t e l ,  Chu raion, Kirg. 330 
F'rimov (secretary of Issyk-Kul party raikom) , 73 
Printing. See Book production 
Priroda (monthly periodical) ,  4, 5 
P r o l e t a r i i  works, Kerch, 273 
Przhevalsk, Kirg. 21, 67. 72, 208, 236, 243, 250, 309, 325, 326, 

334, 335 
experimental s ta t ion ,  298 
s k i  centre,  208 
transport  depot, 326 

Przhevalskii ,  N. 6, 18 
Pskent MI'S, Uzb. 43 
Pto lew,  47 
Public health,  Kaz. 344-349 
Publishing. See Book production 
b h k h ,  125, 127, 286, 337, 3% 356 

kolkhoz, Tadzh. 233 
l ib ra ry  in Alma-Ata, 129; Fn Samarkand, 130 

Put I ly icha  kolkhoz, Novo-Voznesensk r d o n ,  Rirg. 330 
Put Lenina kolkhoz, Kaz. 278 
Put Sotsializma kolkhoz, Kaz. 92 

Bachmaninof f, 112 
Radio. See Broadcasthg 
Radishchev, 286 
Radzhapov (Rector of Tadzhik Sta te  h i v e r s i t y ) ,  310, 311 



Railways, Kaz. 97-105, 275 
Tadzh. l45-l.47 

Rangul raion, Tadzh. 62 
Rationalization, 165 
Ravnina settlement, Turk. 261 
Red Banner kolkhoz, Uighur raion, Kaz. 298. See also Krasnoye Znamya 
Regar, Tadzh. 131, Ue6, US, 206, 231, 232 
Roads, in new lands, Kaz. 275 

Kirg. 322-328 
Tadzh. 147 

Rodina (portable battery radio receiver), l4-0 
Rodnikovskaya mS, Kaz. 277 
Rosht-kala, Tadzh. 63, 64 
Rostov oblast,  364 
Ros tov-on-Don, 270, 274 
Rostselmash works, 363 
Rovinskii (prof. ) , 116 
Rosen ( ~ u s s i a n  or ien ta l i s t ) ,  289, 290, 291 
Rubtsovsk, 274 
Russia, 309, 310 
Ruatamov (historian), 313 
Ruybruck, 265 
Rudnyi A l t a i ,  119 
Ruaakovskii, E. 30 
Rushan range, 18, 24, 59, 62 
Russian Geographical Society, 17 
Russians in the Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Rustavell, Shota V. 127 
Rubekhan, 265, 266 
Ryazan oblast, 364 
Rybach~~,  Kirg. 155, 322, 327 
Wbakov, 257, 258 
Rychkov P. I. 263 

Sablukov ( ~ u s s i a n  or ien ta l i e t )  , 289 
Sdav id  rulers of Azerbaidzhan & Persia, 285 

Sairam raion, South Kazakhstan oblast,  89 
St. Pe tersburg, 310 
3alak clan of the Yomut k k n  tr ibe,  175 
Salisbury (foreign correqondent t o  the New York ~ h e s ) ,  151 
Saltykov-Shchedrin, 125, 352 
haarkand, 28, 121, 151, 152, 155, 216, 251, 296, 309, 335 

broadcast coverage in, U + l  
oblast ,  117 
s ta t ion  emgine depot, U+ 

Saanarskoye raion. K a z .  27 
Sapai-Yab canal, Kmya-Urgench raion, Turk. 176 
Saratov, 270 

oblast,  89 



Sarkand, Kaz. 276 
Sary-Bulak, Kaz. 100 
Sary-Dzhas, mountain range, 17, 19 
Sarykamysh depression, 48, 49, 53, 173, 255, 256, 279 
Sarymsakty range, 20 
Sarynzhi-Bokoi (Kirgiz ~oem) ,  333, 336 
Sary-Oba, Kaz. 103 
Sary-Shagan, Kaz. 99, 100 
Swy Yabluch reservoir,  Turk. 257 
Sary-Yazy, Turk. 257 
Sarymraicn, Dzhanibul oblast,  Kaz. 180 
Sauranbayev, N. T. 263 
Savings i n  Central A s i a n  republics, 116-123 
Sayatsk raion, Turk. 297 
Schools. See Education 
Scytho-Massage t nomadic t r ibes ,  48 
Second geographical congress, 20 
Segal ( ~ u s s i a n  o r i e n t a l i s t ) ,  289 
Sele ta  r iver .  363 
Selo Dubun, Kirg, 253 
Selo Irtyshskoye ( ~ r t y s h k o e ) ,  Kaz. 272 
Semenov, P,P. (~emenov-~~anshanski).  18, 291, 293 
Semipalatinsk, 26. 97 100, 121, 132, 180, 181, 190, 271, 348, 

Medical Ins t i tu t e ,  362 
oblast ,  358 
raion, 350 

Semirechye, 246 
highway, E r g .  237 

Sergeyev, 8. 30 
Settlement in Central Fergana, 137 
Shaartuz, Tadzh. 131, 147 

radio exchange, l49 
Shabbaz ralon, Turk. 177, 205 
Shah b a d  canal, I l y a l y  raion, Turk. 175, 176 
Shakhdar range, 18 
Shakh-Dara mountain range, 62 
Shakhimardan r iver ,  135 
ShMr inau ,  Tadzh. 131, 147 

raion Tadzh. 29; Uzb. l.48 
Shakhriszyabz mS, Uzb. 39 
Shakh-Sanem, 51-52, 54 
Shakhta raion, Karaganda oblast,  206 
Shamil ( s p i r i t u a l  and m i l i t q  leader of the Caucasian people 

in the 19th century), 286, 287 
Shaulderskii camel-breeding farm, Kaz. 95 
Shavat canal, I l y a l y  raion, Turk. 175 
Shayakhmetov (~haiyakhmetov), A. 101, 213, 2U+, 268, 271, 274 
Shearing in Kaz. 91-92 
Shebunin ( ~ u s s i a n  o r i e n t a l i s t )  , 291 



Qheep i n  Kaz, 90-91 
Shelgunov (revolutionary publicist)  , 352 
Shensi, 246, 247, 248 
Shevchenko, 127 
Sheverdin, M. ( ~ z b e k  writer) ,  195 
Shiderta r iver ,  104 
Shiraz Khan, 169 
Shirkent e lec t r i c  plant, Regar raion, Tadzh. 232 
Shkarupina, 182 
Shmidt, A.E. 291 
Shortambai (Kazakh akyn), 355 
Sh-, Tadzh. 59, 62, 63, 64, 291 
Shurab, Tadzh. Uc7 

mine No8, 16 
mining school, 8 

ahushpanov, V. 30 
Siberia, 147, 268, 274 
Sidorenko, l&l 
Sidorov (historian), 311 
Simonov, K. 31, 32, 337 
Sinkiang, 155, 246, 248, 250. 313, 322 
SkhM-48 type of harvesting machine), 39. 40, 42 
SkhP-48 t dit to) ,  39-40 
Skosyrev, P. 281 
Skryabin Agricu l tu ra l  Ins t i tu te ,  Frunze, 244 
Slovar inostrannykh slov, 212 
Smirnov, K. 291, 292 
Smirnov, N.A. 282 
SrPirnov (architect) ,  237 
Sochi, 26 
Sofronov, N. (playwright), 37 
aogdiana, 251 
Sokh, 131 
Soldatov, A.S. 234 
Solovyev, V, 289 
Son-Kul d i s t r i c t ,  Kirg. 324 
Sosnovka-Suaangrr highway, 323 
Sots ializm, agricultural  a r te l ,  Tashauz xaion, Turk. 297 

kolkhoz, Rushan raion, Tadzh. 63 
So t s i a l i s  tlcheskoye Zhivo tnovodstvo (monthly periodical), 4 
South Fer ana Canal, U5 
Sovbiyed TSovbied) canal, Turk. 176 
Sovetskaya Etnografiya (periodical),  167, 247 
3ovetskaya Kirgiziya (newspaper), 2, 157, 196, 237, 242, 330 
Soviet neology. See Neology 
Soviet source material on Central Asia, 1-6 
Soviet Vriters '  W o n  of Kaz. 35 
Soviet-Yab canal, Porsu raion, Turk, 176 
Bpartak clubs, 20 



Spenser, 352 
Spinoza, 352 
Sredazkhirmnash factory, 302, 305 
Sredazugol t>rust, 10 
Stakhanov kolkhoz, bz. 90 
Stalin, J.V. I Q ,  182, 223, 283, 290 
Sta l in  kolkhoz, Alma-Ata oblast, Kaz. 89; Taldy-Kurgan oblast,  296; 

I s fa ra  raion, Tadzh. 232; Pendzhikent raion, Tadzh. 231; 
Shdrikan raion, Tadzh. I&?; Shugnan raion, Tadzh. 63, 65; 
TashLak raion, Uzb. l42; Central Fergana, Uzb. 137; 
Denau raion, Uzb. l4l; Karshi raion, Uzb. 120 
Peak, 16, 19, 22 
raion, Kirg. 130; Turk. 83 

Stalinabad, 26. 28. 29, 111, l l3 ,  131, 145, 146, l47, 148, 152, 230, 
231, 3&-321 
f i lm studios, l9L 
mechanical engineering works, 234 
polygraphic press kombinat, 124 
public library, 130 
radio, 150 
savings accounts, 118 
shoe factory, 8 
t ex t i l e  konibjnat. 119 

Stalingrad, 102, 273, 274 
Stalinsk, 104 
Stalinsko-Ma&togsrsk trunk Une, 103, 105 
Stalinskoye, Kirg. 243, 325 
Stanislavskii,  337 
State lo t tery  bonds, 118 
Steamers, Krasnovodsk port,  79 
Steel, output of in Begovat, 217 218 
Stenka R a z i n  ( f i r s t  Russian film), 194 
Stepnyak, 278 
Strabo, 47 
Strana Sovetov livestock farm, Kaz. 90 
8 t re le t s  stal l ions,  94. 95 
Stroimashha f a c t o q ,  302, 306 
Sufism, 292 
Sukuluk ( tr ibutary of Chu river) ,  156 
Sultanat ( t i t l e  of Kirgiz f i lm sc r ip t ) ,  196, 197 
Sultan Uiz-kg, 130 
Sulyukta, Erg .  208 
Sumbar river, 279 
w dynasty, 247 
Surkhan--a, Ueb. broadcast coverage in, 141, I42 

W S W  organization in, 205 
Surkov, A. 31 
Susanlyr, Kirg. 130, 323 
S~shanlo (Dungah ~ r i e n t ~ a l i s t ) ,  249 



Suslov, 5 
Suzak, Kirg. 182 

raion. 330 
Sverdlov~k, 26, 101 
Svetlyi  Put kolkhoz, Novo-Voznesensk raion, 330 
Syr-Darya, 46, 134, 135, 218, 246 

Kazakh novel by S. Mukanov, 191-193 
MTS, Uzb. 43 
magnetic ore depoeits near, 220 

Tadzhikistan, 8, 9, 11, l4, 18-20, 22-24, 28-29, 35, 39, 111, 112, 
117, 118, 119, 124, 126, 127, 128, 129, 136 
Articles: Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast; b e n t  

Developments, 59-66 
Communications and Broadcasting, l45-159 
Romance versus Realism, 151-1535 
More Power fo r  Town and Country, 230-235 
Stalinabad - the New Capital, 314-321 

Tadzhikugol trust, 8, 10. 13 
Tagwog, 79 
Takhia-Tash, 47, 83, 130, 279, 280 
Takhta raion, Turk. 175 
Talaikhan-Ata caravanserai, 48 
Talass, E r g .  74, 323, 325, 326 

oblast,  299 
raion, 1 2 2  
ridge of western Tien-Shan, 20 
valley, 296, 322 
variations in spelling, 1l4 

Taldy-Kurgan, Kaz.  86, 92, 100, 187, 276 
oblast,  182, 206, 250, 269, 271, 300 

Taldy-Su raion K i r g .  330 
Tamerlane, 54, 151 
Tangush kolkhoz, Kaz. 277 
Taranchi. See Uighurs 
Tarbagati raion, Kaz. 27'7 
Tashau~, 1 2 ,  47, 82 ,  170, 175, 176, 279 

raicm, W k .  297 
Taah-Kala, 52, 53 
Tashkent, 28, 30, 40, 42,  101, 121, 123, 139, 148, 152, 205, 223, 

224, 225, 227, 2%- 296, 302, 304, 306, 308, 309, 3349 334, 335 
broadcast coverage, l.4l 
cinemas, 198 
fi lm studios, 194. 195-196 
Navoi l ibrary ,  13U 
radio factory, 140 
savings accounts, 117 
textile konibinat, 11, 305 



Tashkhlopkomash factory, 302 
Tashkunlyr, 10, 122 

- Toktogul road, 323 
Tashselmash factory, 40, 217, 302, 303, 304 
Tashtekstilmash f a c t o ~ y ,  217, 302, 305 
Tataria, 160 
Tavil-Dara, Tadzh. 60 
Taylorism, 10 
Tedzhen, Turk. 83, 256, 260, 261, 262, 279, 280, 309 
Tekke t r ib .  170, 171 
Telegraph services, Tadzh. I49 
Telephone services, Tadzh. a 9  
Telman kolkhoz, Sayatsk raion, Turk. 297 
Temir-Tau, Kaz. 117, 120, 132 
Termez road, 3l4, 315 
Textbooks, 128-129 
Textile machinery, 305 
Theatre, Kirg. 333-338 
Theatrical and Arts I n s t i t u t e ,  Uzb. 228 
Tibet, 60 
Tien Shan, 16, 17, 74, 112, 130, 155, 208 

i ron  ore deposits, 220 
oblast,  157 
savings accounts, 117, 118 
variety of opium poppy, 298 

Tientsin port ,  198 
Tikhonov, N. 24 
Timiryazev, 132 
Tobacco, in Central Asia, 295 

m r g *  299 
Uzb. 297 

Toguz-Korgol (Kirgiz na t ional  game), 73 
Toki Sarafon, 152 
Toki Sargaron, 152 
T O W ,  Kirg. 133, 208, 243, 296, 309, 325, 326 
Tokobayev, Moldogazy (Kirgiz wr i te r ) ,  333 
Tokombayev, Aaly (Kirgiz poet), 237, 333 
Tolstoi,  A. 125, 
Tolstoi,  L.N. 3, 125, 127, 131, 228, 352 
Tolstov, S.P. 5, 45, 46, 4.0, 311 
Tolstykh, 364 
Toltur-Tuz marsh, 263 
Tonsk, Kirg. 330 
To~ograf i y a  Orenburqskoi Gubernii, 263 
Toprak-Kala palace, 46 
Tornau ( ~ u s s i a n  o r i e n t a l i s  t )  , 289 
Traktorodetal works, Stallnabad, 317 
Trans-Alai range, 18 
Transcarpathia, 215 



Trans-Caspian railway l ine ,  162 
Trans-Darya raion, Uzb. 135, 137 
Trans -1li-Ala-Tau, 20 
Trans-Kazakhstan trunk l ine ,  97 
Translations in to  Central Asian languages, 125-127 
Transpor t, new lands, Kaz. 275 

Pamirs, 60 
Trogus Pompeius, 47 
Tsve tkov ( ~ u a s i a n  or ien ta l i s t )  , 290, 292 
Tsinilyanskoye Sea, 109 
Tuleikin raion, Osh oblast,  Kirg. 324 
Turgai raion, Kaz. 132 
Turgen Teachers ' Ins t i tu te ,  252 

raion, Kaz. 347 
Turgenev, I.A. 3, 125, 128, 352 
Turgumbayev, 112 
Turkey, 285, 286, 287 

Muslim names in, 112 
Turlanenburneft, 160, 161, 165 
Turkmenistan, 1, 2, 8, 9, IJ., 12, 30, 31, 112, 117, 118, 124-125, 

126, 194, 199, 209, 210, 297 
Articles: Urban Development, 76-84 

Developments in the Oilfields, 160-166 
Turlonen Population of the Khorezm Oasis, 167-176 
Kara-Kum C a d  Project, 255-262 
Tales of the Turkmen People; Ata Kaushutov's Last 
Work, 339-343 

Turhennef t konibinat, 160, 161, 165 
Turkmennefterazvedka t rus t ,  10, 161 
Turbnne f  t es t ro i  trust, 160, 166 
Turkmenef tezavody t ru s t ,  160 
Turlunens in the Cheleken peninsula, 78 
Turkmenskaya Islu-a (newspaper), 2, 7, 161, 165, 199 
Turkmen tr ibes,  h i s to r ica l  sketch of, 167-169 

migration of, 172-174 
post-revolutionary situation, 174-177 
principal t r i b a l  elements, 169-172 

Turksib raihRay, 97, 223, 237, 322, 324 
Turkaibskii MTS, Pavlodar oblast,  Kaz. 364 
Turnip, var ie t ies  of in Tadzh. 63 
Tursun Zade, M. 34, 124, 150 
Turtlcul raion, Kara-Kalpak ASSR, 48, 50 
Tyulkubas, s t a t e  farm f o r  pure-bred ca t t l e ,  Kaz.  89 
Tyup radon, 324 

river,  298 
Tyurya-Kurgan d i s t r i c t ,  Uzb. 136 

Uch-Adzhi settlement, Turk. 261 



Vdayev, 9. 164, 165 
Ugol (monthly ~ e r i o d i c a l ) ,  4, 5 
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Ukraine, 215: 268, 273, 303, 304, 310, 359, 362, 364, 366 
Ukrainians in Cheleken peninsula, 78 
man-Be1 stat ion,  Raz. 91 
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Uri tsk  grain-collecting centre, Kaz. 275 
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Zakhmet r a i l w a y  s tat ion,  Turk. 257, 259 
Zarya Kommunizma kolkhoz, Oktyabrskii raion, Kaz. 278 
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polyme t a l l i c  kombinat, 186 



I11 

G L O S S A R Y  

Agrolesproyekt 
Aivan 
Aktiv 
& Y n  
Aryk 
Ashkhabadproyekt 
Aul 
qYil 

Bab 
Ba i  
Bakhshi 
Barkhanl 
Bei t 
Be shik 
Bogara 

Brigada 

Centner 

Dekhan 
De syat ina 
De tg iz  

Ferganavodstroi 

Gidroproyekt 

Glavme t sby t 
Glavkinoprokat 
G l a d v e r m a g  
Glawtorcherme t 
Gorpromkonibinat 
Gosplan 

Authority responsible f o r  a f fo res t a t ion  
Uzbek house porch 
Active element in a Party organization 
Kazakh bard 
Small i r r i g a t i o n  canal. 
Ashkhabad planning authori ty 
Small administrative unit ,  a v i l l age  
Kirgiz v i l lage  

Stone s t a tue  
Feudal landlord 
S t ro l l ing  minstrel  
Shi f t ing  sands 
Burial  ground 
Cradle in a Kirgiz hone 
Cultivated land dependent on r a i n f a l l  r a the r  

than on a r t i f i c i a l  i r r i g a t i o n  
A group of workers engaged on a spec i f i c  

task, e.g. ploughhg a f i e l d  

100 kilograms 

Peasant 
2.70 acres 
Children's Li te ra ture  Publishing House 

(Moscow) 
Voluntary Association f o r  Cooperation with 

the q, Air Force and Navy 

Fergana I r r i g a t i o n  and Construction authori ty 

Authority responsible f o r  planning, sc i en t i f i c  
research and s v e y  t o  do with i r r i g a t i o n  

Main Metal Supply authori ty 
Main Film Hire authori ty 
Main department s to re  

Scrap Metal Supply authori ty 
Town indue t r i a l  kombinat 
S ta t e  planning authori ty 



Hectare n ~.471 aci-cs 

Kazakhknizhtorg 
Kazsnabpros 

Kiiz-ui 
Kirgizpotrebsoyuz 
Kishlak 
Knigonosha 
Knigo torg 
Kolkhoz 
Kollektiv 
Konibinat 

Komsomol 
Koshkar-muiiz 
Kulup- t a s  
Kurgan 
Kus -Kana t 

Ka.zakh book supply authority 
Kazakh authority f o r  the supply of school 

equipment 
Fe l t  hut 
Kirgiz consumers cooperative 
Village 
Book pedlar 
Organization f o r  the supply of books 
Collective farm 
Employees taken collectively 
A group of industr ia l  under takings dependent 

on each other 
Lenin League of Communist Youth 
Ram's horn 
Carved stone p i l l a r s  
Memorial hummock surmounted by a tomb 
Bird9s wing 

Litgosizdat State Literary Publishhg House 

Mihrab 
Mzh3 
MTS 

Prayer niche in a mosque 
Mechanized an- husbandry s ta t ion  
Machine t ractor  s ta t ion  

Rarodnaya s troika Use of mass manual labour on construction 
work 

Nazireh Imitative t radi t ion i n  Eastern poetry 

Obkom Oblas t c o d t  tee  
Oblas t Administrative division of a republic 
Oblm tpotrebsoyuz Oblast consumers' cooperative 

Politekhnizatsiya Pract ical  and theoretical  technical tr- 
Pood 36 lbs. 

Radio translyatsionnaya 
tochka Radio relay d t  

Radio uzel Radio exchange 
R a i k o m  Raion c o d t t e e  
R a i m  Diviaion of an oblast q.v. 
Raipo trebsoyuz Raion consumers' cooperative 



Ratsionalizatsiya Introduction of new ideas designed t o  
ra t ional ize  production processes 

Sagana- tam 
Saksaul 

Samosval 
Sh turmovshchina 
a w a  
Shyrdak 
Skopom 
Sovkhoz 
Sovkhoztrans 
Soyuzdorproyekt 
Soyuzzagot transport 
Sredazgidros t r o i  

Sredazgidrovodkhlopok 
Sredazkhhnaah 
Sredaznef t 
Sredazugol 
Sredazzheldorstroi 
S t  alchanovi t e  

Tamgi 
Tekhnikum 
Texti l torg 
Tire 
Trust ( ~ u s s i a n :   rest ) 

Turkmemef t 
Turkmennef teraevedka 

Turlartennef tea t r o i  

Turlonenvods t r o i  
Tush-kiyiz 

Sarcophagus 
Halyxylon ammodendron, a hardy desert  

perennial 
Dump% wagon 
Rush t ac t i c s ,  shock-work 
Sludge i c e  
Brightly coloured f e l t  carpet 
W o r m  in gangs 
S ta t e  f m  
Sovkhoz Transport authori ty 
Union Road-Planning authori ty 
Union Supply Transport authori ty 
Central Asian authori ty f o r  construction 

works r e l a t ing  t o  i r r i g a t i o n  projects  e tc .  
Central Asian Cot ton I r r i g a t i o n  authori ty 
Central Asian chemical machinery works 
Central Asian O i l  T r u s t  
Central A s i a n  Coal T r u s t  
Central Asian Railroad Construction authori ty 
Follower of Stakhanov's methods in achieving 

maximum output 

Kazakh t r i b a l  signs 
Specialized secondary school 
Organization supplykg t e x t i l e s  
Clan 
A group of undertaldngs producing the same 

product o r  dealing with the same raw 
matenlal 

Camel's foo t  
Turlunen O i l  Development D r i l l i n g  authority, 

sdsidiary of Turhennef t q. v. 
Turlmen O i l  T r u s t  
Authority f o r  prospecting and exploratory 

drilling f o r  o i l  in Turhenis tan ,  
a d s i d i a r y  of Turkmennef t q.v. 

Authority f o r  the buildFng of o i l  
i n s t a l l a t ions ,  worhen's  quarters e tc .  in 
Turkmenistan, subsidiary of Turlunennef t q. v. 

Turkmen o i l  ref inery authority, 
subsidiary of Turlunermef t q. v. 

Turlanen authori ty f o r  the supply of technical  
o i l  equipment, subsidiary of T u r h n n e f  t q.v. 

T u r h n  I r r i g a t i o n  and Constrvction authori ty 
Kirgiz enibroidered wall hangings 



Uravnilovka 
Uzbekenergo 
Uzglavknig torg 

Equal pay f o r  unequal work 
Uzbek Elect r ic  Power authority 
Uzbek MaFn Book Trading authority 

Valenki Fe l t  boots 
Verst 1.067 kilome t r e s  
Vostokzagotzerno Eastern G r a i n  Supply authority 

Ywta Fe l t  tent  

Zveno Link; sdd iv i s ion  of a brigada q.v. 
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S O V I E T  S O U R C E  M A T E R I A L  O N  

C E N T R A L  A S I A  

A s  expained i n  the general introduction t o  the Review, all the 
material contained i n  Central Asian Review i s  d r am *om S w i e t  
publications and it has been suggested tha t  some general 
description of Soviet source material would be of use and 
interest.  A detailed analysis of the very large number of Soviet 
books, periodicals and newspapers which are devoted to ,  or  con- 
t a i n  material on Central Asia, would f i l l  a considerable volume, 
and the aim of the present brief  a r t i c l e  i s  merely t o  describe 
the nature, scope, and t o  some extent the limitations, of the 
material used. 

Source material on Central Asia f a l l s  in to  two main categories: 
a )  material published i n  the Central Asian Republics and 
Kazakhstan i n  Russian and Central Asian languages and intended 
p r imr i l y  for  the consumption of the people of Central Asia; and 
b) material published elsewhere in the Union and intended fo r  
all-Union consumption. A l e s s  important class of m t e r i a l  i s  tha t  
contained in p-opaganda l i t e ra tu re  intended for foreign consump- 
tion. A l l  these categories of m t e r i a l  have one featurc i n  
common: they are subject t o  what i n  the West would be regarded a s  
r ig id  o f f i c ia l  control. Deviations from the Party l ine ,  when they 
occur, a r e  quicldy corrected. Such deviations may be accidental; 
or they may be due t o  a change i n  the Party line coinciding with 
the i r  perpetration inwriting. It a l so  seems possible that  they 
are so~lletimes permitted i n  order e i ther  t o  provide rnaterial fo r  
an object lesson, or t o  create an impression of freedom of thought 
and expression. 

Material published i n  Central Asia 

By no means a l l  the l i t e ra tu re  published i n  Central Asia i s  
available outside the Soviet Union, or even outside Central Asia 
i t s e l f ;  it i s  therefore d i f f i cu l t  t o  describe i t s  scope with any 
degree of precision. A large number of daily newspapers, period- 
icala and books are  printed i n  Russian and Central Asian 
languages and accolding t o  press reports they have a very wide 
circulation. Newspapers constitute the most important and 
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S O V I E T  S O U R C E  M A T E R I A L  O N  

C E N T R A L  A S I A  

A s  explained i n  the general introduction t o  the Review, all the 
material contained i n  Central Asian Review i s  drawn from Soviet 
publications and it has been suggested tha t  some general 
description of Soviet source material would be of use and 
interest .  A detai led analysis of the very large number of Soviet 
books, periodicals and newspapers which are  devoted to, or con- 
t a in  material on Central Asia, would f i l l  a considerable volume, 
and the aim of the present brief  a r t i c l e  i s  merely t o  describe 
the nature, scope, and t o  some extent the limitations, of the 
material used. 

Source material on Central Asia f a l l s  in to  two main categories: 
a )  material published i n  the Central Asian Republics and 
Kazakhstan i n  Russian and Central Asian languages and intended 
p r b r i l y  fo r  the consumption of the people of Central Asia; and 
b) material published elsewhere i n  the Union and int.ended fo r  
all-Union consumption. A l e s s  impr tan t  class of r a t e r i a l  i s  tha t  
contained in propaganda l i t e ra tu re  intended for foreign consump- 
tion. A l l  thcca categories of m t e r i a l  have one feature i n  
cammon: they are subject t o  what i n  the West would be regarded a s  
r igid o f f i c ia l  control. Deviations from the Party l i ne ,  when they 
occur, a r e  quickly corrected. Such deviations may be accidental; 
or they may be due t o  a change in  the Party l i n e  coinciaing with 
the i r  perpetration in writing. It a l so  seems possible tha t  they 
are  sometimes permitted i n  order e i the r  t o  provide m t e r i a l  for  
an object lesson, or t o  create an impression of freedom of thought 
and expression. 

Material published i n  Central A s i a  

By no means a l l  the l i t e ra tu re  published in Central Asia is  
available outside the Soviet Union, o r  even outside Central Asia 
i t s e l f ;  it i s  therefore d i f f i cu l t  t o  describe i t s  scope w i t h  any 
degree of precision. A large number of daily newsplpers, p e r i d -  
i ca l s  and books are printed i n  Russian and Central Asian 
languages and according t o  press reports they have a very wide 
circulation, Newspapers constitute the most important and 



GENERAL 

re l iable  source of information on current developments. In  addition 
t o  the f ive principal da i l i e s  published i n  Russian i n  the capitals  of 
the Republics, namely, Pravda Vostoka, makhstanskaya F!ravda, 
Wkmenskaya I s h a ,  Yovyetskaya Kirgizi-ya, and Komnmist 
Tadzhildstana , with the i r  count erparzs i n  national languages, there 
appears t o  be a large number of provincial newspapers published i n  
Russian and local  languages. The t o t a l  number i s  unh~wn,  but sixty 
are  reported t o  be published in Turkmenistan alone. 

The five p r i n c i p l  da i l i e s  are more or l e s s  uniform i n  appearance 
and make-up and in these respects they conform t o  the standard 
pattern of Swie t  newspapers. Each issue nonnally carr ies  a leading 
a r t i c l e ,  pol i t ica l  &dance notes, news-stories on po l i t i ca l ,  
economic and cultural  subjects, and two or three longer a r t i c l e s .  
The back page i s  usually devoted t o  foreign news and commentary, and 
a few theatre, cinema and lecture notices. ''Humn interest" ,  a s  
understood i n  the West, i s  almost ent i re ly  absent, but " feuilletons", 
often of a sa t i r i ca l  nature, are becoming more frequent. The normal 
make-up is frequently abandoned i n  order t o  make room for long and 
detailed reports of important speeches, Party sessions, and other 
material of Soviet and foreign origin. 

The p r i n c i p l  value of the daily newspapers a s  source material 
l i e s  i n  thei r  detailed reports of indust r ia l ,  agricultural  and 
cultural  developments . These include searching and often violent 
criticisms and exposures of shortcomings i n  the various f ie lds  of 
public endeavour, a s  well a s  reports of progress and achievement. 
There i s  good reason t o  suppose these are  factually accurate, for 
misrepresentation of local  circumstances exposed t o  the public view 
could serve no conceivable purpose. On the other hand there are 
omissions and *rade-OUTS' which would be impossible Fn most other 
countries. Such untoward incidents as flying or railway accidents 
are  not generally mentioned, and reporting on subjects which have 
f i l l e d  the columns of the press for  months may suddenly cease with- 
out a word of explanation. A case i n  point i s  the subject of the 
Main Turlanen Canal, which un t i l  A p r i l  1953 gained steady 
puhlioity i n  the Turhenistan press. Since then, there appears t o  
have been no mention of any act iv i ty  or progress e i ther  a t  the 
headworks of the Canal or i n  the work of excavazion. A l l  leading 
a r t i c les ,  and most other a r t i c l e s  as  well, bear unmistakable s i p s  
of having been written in accordance with o f f i c ia l  directives. Ln 
a surprisingly large rrumber of cases a r t i c l e s  begin with two or 
three paragraphs explaining how things ought t o  be and describing 
positive achievements. Then corns a pragraph beginning with the 
word od.mko (however), folluwed by a description of h m  things 
actually are, usually accompanied by criticisms. The general lay- 
out of the newspapers is  uninspiring according t o  western notions, 
but tk type-matter i s  always legible. 



What have been described a s  the vernacular counterparts of the 
pr inciml  Russian da i l i e s  are  not merely translated versions of 
them. Indeed, although the general pattern i s  the  same and most of 
the a r t i c les  appear i n  both languages, it i s  seldom possible t o  say 
i n  which language the original was written. From the fac t ,  however, 
that  the Russian a r t i c l e s  usually appear f i r s t  and the  vernacular 
versions one or more days l a t e r ,  it can be inferred tha t  Russian i s  
the leading language. The vernacular papers contain more m t e r i a l  
on agricultural subjects, and more of the a r t i c l e s  are signed. 

Apparently a considerable number of reviews and magazines are 
published i n  Central Asia both in Russian and in the vernacular, but 
f u l l  p r t i c u l a r s  of these are lacking. Such issues as have been 
seen do not appear t o  contain much original source ~ m t e r i a l ,  except 
on l inguis t ics  and other cul tura l  subjects. The p r i n c i p l  monthly 
periodical dealing with pol i t ica l  and cultural  matters seems t o  be 
Zvezda Vostoka, published i n  Taslrkent. Many of the departments of 
universities and academies of sciences publish lengthy bullet ins 
with long a r t i c l e s  on pol i t ica l ,  economic, sc ien t i f i c  and cul tura l  
subjects. Most of those seen a re  i n  Russian and it is  not known 
whether vernacular counterparts exist.  The bul le t in  of the 
Kazakhstan Academy of Sciences, however, contains a r t i c l e s  both i n  
Russian and Kazakh. The a r t i c les  are mostly writken by non-natives, 
usually Russians. Thus i n  an issue of the Bulletin of the Dep r t -  
ment of Social Sciences of the Tadzhikistan Acaderq of Sciences 
published in 1952 a l l  the contributors have Russian or other Slav 
names. An interest ing new d e v e l o p n t  was the appearance i n  May 
1953 of a humorous montuy magazine published i n  Stalinabad in the 
Tadzhik language with a circulat ion of 10,000. The name of the 
mawine is  Khorpushtak  h he ~ e d ~ e h o ~ )  and in contents and appear- 
ance it resembles the Moscow weekly Knokodil-. Effectively, ~f some- 
what crudely, printed i n  four colours, apparently by le t terpress ,  it 
i s  written i n  a popular style,  and were it not for the use of the 
Cyril l ic  character, would be readily understood i n  Persia and 
Afghanistan. 

Judging Prom press reports, the number of books published i n  
Central Asia i n  both Russian and vernacular languages i s  very large. 
Most of the vernacular publications are po l i t i ca l  and sc ien t i f i c  
works translated from Russian originals. Many of the works of such 
classical Russian w i t e r s  as  Tolstoi and Turgenev have a l so  been 
translated and published. Most of the his tor ica l  works so f a r  seen 
have been i n  Russian and it  seems that  original works f'rom the 
hands of Central Asian writers  are conf'ined t o  baginat ive  ones, 
apart from school text-books i n  vernacular languages, which are 
being produced i n  increasingly large numbers. Generally speaking, 
books plblished i n  Central Asia a t  present constitute a l e s s  
valuable source of m t e r i a l  than those published i n  Moscow, but with 



the advance of education t h i s  s i tua t ion  may change. 

It i s  noteworthy tha t  whereas none of the newspapers so f a r  seen 
contain any indication of circulat ion,  the  number of copies printea 
of magazines, reviews and books i s  invariably shown. 

Material published i n  Moscaw and elsewhere 

A s  source na te r i a l  on actual  developaents i n  Central Asia, MOSCW 
and other all-Union publications provide l e s s  de ta i led  and l e s s  up-to- 
date infomation than the Central Asian press. But they a re  valuable 
and important for  other reasons. The newspapers Pravda and Izvestia 
frequently contain cr i t ic isms,  complaints and exhortations regard- 
Central Aslan a f f a i r s  which a re  invariably r e f l ec ted  i n  the loca l  
press a s  coming fram the fountain-head of wisdom and control. 
Comments and cri t icisms of a l i g h t e r  but nonetheless s igni f icant  kina 
often appear i n  such papers a s  Literaturnaya Gazeta and Krokadil. 

Central Asia occupies a prominent place i n  many of the  la rge  
number of po l i t i ca l ,  s c i en t i f i c ,  economic and popular reviews a d  
~llagazines publish& i n  Moscow. Such periodicals usually deal  with 
the  positive and purely s c i e n t i f i c  technical aspecto of developments. 
Art icles  a re  usually-long and well wr i t ten ,  but they sometimes seem 
t o  i ~ o r e ,  if not ac tua l ly  contradict ,  the topica l  repor ts  and 
information appearing i n  the  loca l  press, Specif ic  references t o  
Central Asian po l i t i ca l  a f f a i r s  Fn such journals as K o d s t  are  
re la t ive ly  inf'requent , O 

The number of periodicals which are  potent ial  sources of m t e r i a l  
on Central Asian e c o q ,  industry and agricul ture i s  too great t o  be 
l i s t e d  here. Among the principal  may be mentioned Rhlo kwodstvo 
(cotton-~ruwing), a monthly of about 60 p g e s  (circ-) , 

(coal),  a mnthly  of 48 p g e s  (circulat ion 8,700), Planovwe 
Khoz i s tvo  (Planned   con ow) , a monthly of about 96 p g e s  
e n  29,000)~ Mekhanizatsi a (~echaniza t ion) ,  a bi-monthly 
of 48 p g c s  (c i rcula t  y e t  s ial is t icheskoye 
ZhivotnovDdstvo ( soc ia l i s t  A n h l    us ha dry), a monthly of 96 pages 
(circulat ion 23,400). All of these a r e  serious publications wr i t ten  
from a s c i e n t i f i c  and technical ra ther  than from a mitical stand- 
p o b t .  Another s c i e n t i f i c  mgazine which i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  and 
el ight ly more popular i n  i t s  appeal is  Biroda ( ~ a t u r e ) ,  a monthly of 
128 pages (circulat ion 40,000). The principal sources of material on 
history and l i ngu i s t i c s  a re  Vo roe I s t o r i i  (Problems of History),  a 
bi-montuy of 152 pages c )  and VOP~OSY 

koznani a (~roblems of h n g u i s t f c s ) ,  a bi-monthly of 152 pages 
-15,000). A l l  t h e  foregoing magazines are wel l  printed, 
most of them OII White Print ing paper, but a few, such as 



Mekhanizatsiya and Ugol, on Imitation Art. The qual i ty 01' tne  one- 
c o l m  half-tone i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i s  good, but tha t  of the three- 
colour half-tones i n  R i r o d a  leaves much t o  be desired. 

The popular magazines a l so  frequently pr in t  a r t i c l e s  on Central 
Asia, but apart from the excellent i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  these a re  l e s s  
valuable a s  source material, since they consist la rge ly  of posi t ive 
propganda directed towards young people. Nevertheless the 
descriptive a r t i c l e s  often provide u s e m  background material. The 
principal popular periodicals examined are  : - V o h  Sveta (~ound  
the  world), a monthly of 64 pages (circulation-This i s  
an i l l u s t r a t ed  magazine produced by le t te r -press  with coloured 
i l l u s t r a t ions .  It has ostensibly the same scope a s  the  National 
Geographical Magazine, but i t s  a r t i c l e s  on foreign countries have 
a strong ant i -capi ta l i s t  bias. Here again a r t i c l e s  on Central A s i a  
are  f a i r l y  frequent. For instance, the i ssue  of November 1953 
carr ied a long a r t i c l e  on the Fergma valley by the  well-known 
wri ter  Z. Murzaev. Central Asia i s  a l s o  kept before the  readers 
of the highly popular weekly Ogonyok  h he ~ l e a m ) .  T h i s  magazine 
has a circulat ion of 550,000 and resembles the Br i t i sh  weekly 
I l lu s t r a t ed  i n  appearance. Art icles  on Central Asia which 
appear i n  t h i s  and similar magazines are natural ly superf ic ia l  and 
are chiefly remarkable f o r  the  sharp contrast  which they present 
with accounts of conditions a d  developments which appear i n  the 
Central Asian press. Similar contrasts  can be observed i n  such 
lavishly produced propaganda magazine s a s  Soviet Union, which 
appears i n  several foreign language editions. Too much importance 
should not perhaps be attached t o  t h i s  phenomenon. 

The number of comprehensive works on Central Asia which have 
appeared since the  war  i s  a p p r e n t l y  small and many of those 
published a re  out of pr in t  or impossible t o  obtain fo r  some other 
reason. The avai lable books range from i l l u s t r a t e d  and often well- 
wri t ten travelogues, such a s  My journey through 3oviet Uzbekistan, 
by Vitkwich, t o  s c i e n t i f i c  t r e a t i s e s  on such subjects a s  cotton 
cul t ivat ion,  i r r i g a t i o n  and mineralogy. An important archaeologic- 
a l  work is  The Archaeological and ~ t h n o g r a p h i c h  Work of the ~horezm 
Expedition (1945 - 1948), edited by Tolstov and Zhdanko, and it 
seems l i k e l y  tha t  t h i s  c l a s s  of l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  develop a s  wst- - - 
war archaeological expeditions get  i n t o  t h e i r  s t r ide .  A coneider- 
able proportion of the la rge  number of panmars and d ic t ionar ies  of 
Central Asian languages are  available i n  Western Europe capi ta ls .  
Special mention must be made of S w i e t  works on geography. A p a r t  
from the m t e r i a l  contained in the Geographical Series of the 
Bulletin of the Moscm Acaderqy of Sci.ences and tha t  of the A l l -  
Union Geographical Society, a good deal  of general information on 
the geogmphy of Central Asia is contained i n  geographical works 
of various kinds. Two of the principal  of these a r e  Suslov's 



Physical Geography of the U.S.S,R. and Baranski's Economic Geography 
of the U.S.S,R. Comprehensive a t l a ses  and gazeteers a r e  unfortunate- 
l y  unobtainable, but a useful a t l a s  for  the use of Middle Schools has 
recently been published. Much useful information is  contained in an 
h i s t o r i c a l  a t l a s  of the U.S.S.R. i n  3 volumes. There i s  now a tend- 
ency t o  repr in t  the works of pre-revolutionary geographers and 
t r ave l l e r s  such a s  Przhevalski, Kozlov and Obruchev. 

There i s  a serious lack of up-to-date works of reference. Standard 
works of reference such a s  almanacks, year-books, gazeteers and the 
l ike  are  e i the r  not published i n  the U.S.S,B. o r  a re  not available. 
T h i s  1 s  no doubt p r t l y  due t o  rapidly changing conditions, but it i s  
noteworthy tha t  such reference books a s  do ex i s t  a re  by no means 
confined t o  factual  informtion.  The f i r s t  ed i t ion  of the Great 
Soviet Encyclopaedia i s  no longer o f f i c i a l l y  recognized and complete 
edi t ions of it are  d i f f i c u l t  t o  find. A new edi t ion  i s  i n  the  process 
of compilation, but has so far only reached the  l e t t e r  qLf, 

It w i l l  be seen from the foregoing that the amount of source 
m t e r i a l  on Central Asia i s  considerable, but t h e  absence of any 
complete bibliography and the d i f f i c u l t y  of obtaining published 
books, periodicals and newspapers const i tute  serious drawbacks. Much 
of the available material is  unequal i n  qual i ty and seems t o  lack 
objectivity. But conditions i n  this respect may impruve, and much 
i s  t o  be gained by caref'ul research i n t o  the  exis t ing  sources of 
information. Cumulative study of these sources w i l l  not only produce 
a large amount of factual  information on current conditions and 
developents ,  but may throw l i g h t  upon the many subt le  changes of 
approach t o  such matters a s  his tory,  science and cul ture  which are  
charac ter i s t ic  of Soviet policy. 

The a r t i c l e s  i n  Central Asian Review a r e  generally compiled from 
s e v e d  Soviet sources. Complete t ranslat ions of original  Soviet 
a r t i c l e s  or a r t i c l e s  consisting of resume8 of s ingle Soviet a r t i c l e s  
w i l l  only rarely be included, This is because s ingle a r t i c l e s  are 
ueually wri t ten within the rigid framework of the  a r t y  l i n e ,  which 
i s  apt - and indeed intended - t o  obscure object ivi ty.  Even highly 
specialized a r t i c l e s  fkequently contain p o l i t i c a l  mi ter ia l  which 
s t r ikes  western readers as i r re levant  and which somethes seems t o  
be included by specia l i s t s  merely a s  a m t t e r  of farm. 



MANPDWER; ITS SLEETION, ORGANIZATION AND PERFORMANCE SEEN IN 

RELATION TO EFFICIENCY AND PRODUCTIVITY 

MAN- IN INDUSTRY 

( 'concluded ) 

The need t o  increase the productivity of industr ial  workers and the 
methods whereby t h i s  i s  t o  be achieved are  the subject of constant 
discussion i n  the republican and local  press of 3oviet Central Asia. 
The methods are defined broadly a s  the more eff ic ient  organization 
and disciplining of labour, the exercise of cri t icism and se l f -  
criticism, the encouragement of competition i n  the form of 
"Socialist emulation drives", the introduction of the various 
technical or "rationalizing" improvements and economies devised by 
the workeps themselves, a d  the provision of sound technical 
training. Since it i s  regarded as a paramount task of h r t y  ce l l s  
i n  industry t o  fomard these ends, the E b t y t s  po l i t i ca l  finctions 
inevitably go hand-in-hand i n  many instances with technical and 
administrative ones, and a constant watch has t o  be kept t o  see 
that preoccupation with technological de t a i l  does not usurp the 
place of po l i t i ca l  propaganda work, and that  indust r ia l  managements 
are not embarrassed by over-zealous Egrty f'unctionaries trying t o  
do t he i r  job fo r  them. 

A survey of the Central Asian press shows that  intensive e f fo r t s  
are being made t o  wercme the s t i l l  numerous shortcomings evident 
in industry, and if emphasis here is on defects rather than on 
achievements, t h i s  ref lec ts  the general trend of the press as  the 
main forum for the a i r ing of criticisms. The greatest s t r e s s  i s  
being l a i d  a t  the present time on the need for improving amenities 
for the workers; there seems t o  be a growing realizat ion that  the 
incentives t o  production hitherto offered have been insufficient ,  
and that  better  l iv ing and working conditions must be introduced 
i f  industry i s  t o  produce t o  ful l  capacity. 

Technical Trainin% 

The provision of improved f ac i l i t i e s  for general education and 
of better  technical training, part icularly for  key workers i s  
r e m d e d  a s  a sine qua non of increased output and productivity. 
In i l lus t ra t ion  of t h i s ,  Turhenskaya Islma points out that  i n  
Ashkhabad output of high-grade t ex t i l e s  and other piece goods went 



up t o  98 per cent of the planned target  i n  the f i r s t  quarter of 1953 
as  a resu l t  of the course of stakahnovite training completed by 800 
women workers there. 

Much c m  be learned Prom the press about both the achievements 
and the deficiencies of vocational training i n  the Central Asian 
republics. On tne credit  side of the account should be reckoned 
such ins t i tu t ions  for  long-term training as  the No. 1 Mining School 
a t  Shurab i n  the Tadzhik coalfields, which since it was founded has 
turned out more than 2,000 young miners for the Tadzhikugol (coal) 
Trust; the three-year school for  locomotive engineers a t  Alm-A* i n  
Kazakhstan, where training, uniform and accommodation are all free 
and t rainees receive in addition t ravel l ing concessions and a monthly 
grant of 100 rubles; the Ashkhabad O i l  Technicum i n  Turhenistan,  
providing a four-year course with exemption from tu i t ion  fees for 
native entrants; and the 20-year-old railway school a t  Ayaguz 
(Kazakhstan), said t o  have graduated no fewer than 6,000 qualified 
railway workers ranging Prom station-masters t o  booking clerks. Also 
on the credit  side of the account a re  the shorter stakhanovite and 
refresher courses successfully sponsored by individual works and 
branches of industry and the visual and oral  method8 of t ra in ing 
(film demonstrations on technical subjects, exhibitions, placards 
and broadcast lectures) which, it i s  claimed, often achieve notable 
resul ts  i n  terms of increased output and p rduc t i v i t y  and economies 
i n  time and material. 

Shortcomings i n  trainifig 

L ~ a l n s t  these successes, however, mst be weighed a number of 
defects the existence of which the local  Central Asian press has 
been the f i r s t  t o  aclolawledge. Thus i n  some concerns the number 
of workers actually gett ing stakhanavite or  other t ra in ing was said 
t o  be small - i n  the Stalinabad Shoe Factory of Tadzhikistan, 
indeed, no more than 25 per cent of the to ta l .  A t  another Tadzhik 
concern, the Kanibadam Spinning Mills, the percentage was even 
lower and some factories of the Tadzhik local and l i gh t  industries 
netvork provided no training f a c i l i t i e s  a t  all. Although in 
Tadzhikistan as  a whole the planned increase i n  qualified personnel 
was being achieved, thanks t o  the introduction of intensive 
training schemes, it was a slow bueiness md there was s t i l l  a 
spread shortage of trained men i n  influtry.  The s i tuat ion was worse 
i n  Kirgizia, where plane far  the training and re-training of 
mechanics remined sys temtical ly  unfulfi l led despite the increasing 
de- for qualified manpower. T h i s  was due i n  some degree t o  the 
i ~ d e q u a c y  of the existing vocational school network, which meant 
that Personnel had t o  be trained on the spot, an unsat is facto~y a d  
inefficient process. In thoee industries where technical instruction 
was prwided, it was often of poor quality and given by ill-qualified 



instructors. A t  No.  1 Ashkhabad Railway School, for  instance, the 
curriculum could not be completed on time because of the incompetence 
of the teachers. A t  Schools No. 4 and 5 of the same railway, the 
tu i t ion given t o  students was technologically obsolete for the same 
reason, and the rapid turnwer  among the s ta f f  did not exactly 
for the stable conditions so necessary i n  intensive training. 
Camplaints were a l so  nade of an unsystematic, "formalisticE or 
"abstract" approach t o  the question of training labour. For example 
No. 4 School for Oilworkers in Tadzhikistan was said t o  have turned 
out 100 special ists  i n  1952, but the instruction they had gained had 
been over-theoretical and i t s  value had not been enhanced by the fact  
that obsolete derrick e q u l p n t  had been used i n  training,  though 
modern equipment was available. A s imilar  account was given of the 
Bairam-Ali m i n e e r i n g  School i n  Turkmenistan, T h i s  was one of the 
oldest schools of i t s  kind i n  the republic; i t  provided a ten-month 
course for t rac tor  drivers, mechanics and factory foremen and i ts  
curriculum embraced a wide r a n p  of subjects; but here again, 
inetructionwas too theoretical  and though the trainees did acqulre 
the rudiments of engineering and a cer ta in  pract id experience' of 
machinee, t he i r  understanding of the new stakhanwite methods and 
approach t o  work was sadly deficient. 

One h c t o r  of considerable local  importance i n  indust r ia l  
training in Central Asia i s  the inadequacy of instruction i n  the 
vernacular languages. The need for  such ins t ruct ian  i s  well 
exemplified ky the case of the Kzyi Kiya Mining School i n  
KirgLzia, where, according t o  the press, the authorLties had 
simpliried the curriculum for non-Russian students, arguing t h ~ t  
the traineeel lmr cultural  arni educational l eve l  and poor knm- 
ledge of Russian had mde it hnevital~le t o  resor t  t o  this dangerous 
expedient. Again, the T u r h n i s t a n  press registered complaints from 
railwaymen of the Ashkhabad l i ne  th t  too few technical lectures 
were being given i n  Turlanen, although the majority of the men 
working d m  the l i n e  were natives. And there was cr i t ic ism of the 
fact that a t  the h i r a m - A l i  Engineering School mentioned e a r l i e r  
students were obliged t o  take down all t h e i r  notes i n  class,  since 
no vernacular textbook on mechanical engineering had been published 
i n  the whole of Turkmenistan. On the  other hand, no ori t icism was 
apparently nmde of conditions for  entry t o  the Ashkhabad O i l  
Technicurn, where howledge of spoken and wri t ten  Russian (as well 
as of nethemtics and the constitution) was compulsory for  the  
entrance emmination, and where the four-year course was conducted 
entirely i n  the Russian language. 



Organization, Administration and Discipline 

The e f f i c i en t  organization of the  workers time i s  recognized a s  
another of the keys t o  higher productivity. Hence the  s t r e s s  i n  many 
Soviet indus t r ies  on the performance of da i ly  t a sks  i n  accordance with 
s t r i c t  schedules and time-graphs based on the study of the various 
operations which go t o  mke up the production process. Workers are to 
be encouraged t o  operate several machines a t  a time and t o  work i n  
composite teams or  brigades i n  which every member i s  responsible for a 
specif ic  item of production. (T'here i s  admittedly nothing particularly 
novel i n  these methods, which have long been i n  use i n  c a p i t a l i s t  
s t a t e s  and merely represent an aspect of Taylorism adapted t o  Soviet 
conditions). I n  industry, a s  i n  agricul ture,  t h e  need fo r  s t a b i l i t y  
of labour i s  emphasized. From the  point of view of increasing 
efficiency, the  ideal  would be f o r  every worker t o  remain permanently 
attached t o  h i s  par t icu lar  job, machine or  f i e l d  of a c t i v i t y ,  for h i s  
everyday tasks t o  be regularly apportioned and the r e s u l t s  of h i s  
hourly, dai ly,  weekly a d  monthly endeavours carefu l ly  checked and 
tabulated. But this often remains only a d i s t an t  ideal.  In  Kirgizia, 
fo r  example, the a l loca t ion  of work in coal prospecting and d r i l l i n g  
operations was sa id  t o  be so f a r  f'rom perfect t h a t  members of 
prospecting teams a t  T a s h - K w  were often diverted from their right- 
ful jobs t o  quite  d i f ferent  tasks. A t  the surface coalmines of the 
Sredazugd and Tadzhikugol Trusts ,  s l a c h e s s  not only among miners 
but a lso  among the more highly-paid foremen and managers had 
a p w e n t l y  resul ted i n  such poor o r ~ z a t i o n  tha t  whole brigades 
were s o ~ t i m e s  i d l e  for  hours on end for  one reason or another. And 
Uzbekugol had cause t o  complain t h a t  progressive methods of coal 
extraction such a s  the "cyclicaln method were not being f i l l y  intro-  
duced, tha t  labour norms were not uniformly car r ied  out and t ha t  
machinery and e q u i p n t  were not being used t o  the fu l l .  

Labour d i s c i p l b e  

Efficient o r w z a t i o n  i s  unlikely t o  be achieved i n  the absence 
of discipl ine,  and the problem of enforcing labour d isc ip l ine  is  
accordingly one that constantly exercises the Soviet au thor i t ies  i n  
Central Asia. Often enough the f a i lu re  of d isc ip l ine  can be traced 
t o  the most elementary cause. A t  the truck sheds end w a g e s  on the 
Orto-Tokoi Construction S i t e ,  f o r  example, it was said t o  be due t o  
the simple facts  tha t  the h s i s  on which earnings were calculated 
had several times been changed, a d  t ha t  l i a i son  between dr ivers  at 
the garage and excavator mechanics was poor. On the railways, it was 
fourd tha t  discipl ine slackened in d i rec t  r a t i o  to the  neglect of 
MY work. Whenever B r t y  work flagged, time-tables would be upset, 
t r a ins  delayed and accidents grow m r e  frequent. Needless t o  say 
there i s  no dearth of suggestions From "rat ional izers  of i n d u a t ~ "  



for improving labour discipl ine.  A t  the  Tashkent Texti le  Combine 
it was even proposed that individual ef f ic iency and achievement 
should be assessed by means of w r k s ,  a s  i n  school. This system 
of checking r e s u l t s  was ac t ive ly  canvassed i n  w a l l  news-sheets, and 
i ts  application keenly studied by delegations visit i.n8 Tashkent 
expressly for  the purpose. Where incentives proved inef fec tua l  , 
however, deterrents  had t o  be used, Such a t  l e a s t  i s  t h e  inference 
tha t  might be drawn from the discussions a t  a recent plenary session 
of the Tashkent Oblast a r t y  Committee, The sesslon expressed i t s  
disapproval of the f ac t  that a good many enterprises f a i l ed  t o  
i n f l i c t  "corrective punishment" on workers who pers is tent ly  
violated Sta te  and labour discipl ine.  It was thanks t o  such 
laxi ty ,  the session concluded, that the  Tashselmash had repeatedly 
fai led t o  reach i t s  planned output targets .  

"Socialist competitionw and production norms 

I n  Central Asian a s  i n  other Soviet indus t r ies ,  "Socialist  
competitionw drives play a major par t  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i se  
productivity, I n  Tadzhildstan t h e i r  promotion was apparently 
regarded a s  the primary task  of the trade unions. Competition 
might take the form of wemulation" between individuals within a 
part icular  concern ( e f fo r t s  t o  achieve Stakhanovite records and the 
l ike )  or of drives between indus t r ia l ly  re la ted  t r u s t s ,  such a s  the  
Emba and Central Asian o i l f i e lds ,  and among other indus t r ies ,  o r  
different  divisions of a railway mtwark. Collective drives of 
this l a t t e r  type were said t o  have l ed  t o  great  improvemnts i n  
production, Delegations from the competing industr ies  would visit 
each other, and frank mutual c r i t i c i sm and a valuable interchange 
of experience would ensue. But enthusiast ic  organizers of 
"cocial is t  competition' of ten lave t o  contend with apathy, and the 
press shms tha t  t h e i r  exhortations i n  connection n t h  the  new 
industr ial  ta rge ts  s e t  a t  the 19th Egrty Congress f e l l  f l a t  i n  a 
good many concerns. A t  t he  No. 4 Transport Base i n  Tadzhildstan 
0 d y  20 men volunteered t o  complete i n  the emulation drive,  and a t  
No. 2 Base of the same organization only 45 per cent of t.he 
employeee took any act ive  part, I n  other plants,  the  apathy came 
l e s s  from the rank and f i le  than f'rom the ostensible organizers of 
the drives. A t  various Balkhash industr ies  i n  Kazakhstan, only a 

propqgmda posters were on display, and of these SOJIB= 

~ ~ e s ~ % ~ n $ m  August, 1953) ca l l ing  on the workers t o  Pu l f i l  1952 
Production plans, w h i l s t  others (at  the Kungrad Machine shops) 
urged them t o  in tens i fy  t h e i r  e f fo r t s  i n  honour of the 30th 
anniversary of the October Revolution. A t  the Krasnyi Meta l l i s t  
works i n  T~rlcmenistan, where the factory ak t iv  had h i ther to  enjoyed 
a reputation for  being keen and progressive, the wall  news-sheet 
had been forsaken by i t s  edi tor  and soc ia l i s t  emulation drives had 



not been mentioned a t  factory meetings the whole year. A report from 
Turkmenistan i n  June 1953 said that  some industr ia l  plants there had 
made no plans for comptit ion drives mhatever, and production had 
suffered accordingly. Tadzhi k trade unions were cr i t ic ized for 
ins is t ing on quantity of output rather than on quali ty i n  sponsoring 
emulation campaigns. 

To judge from the press, a good deal of confusion s t i l l  e ~ e t s  a h t  
individual output norms and the i r  re la t ion t o  the monthly py-packet. 
Press cmrespondents i n  Kirgizia reported i n  March that  the noxious 
practice of uravnilovka, or equal pay for  unequal work, was still  the 
order of the day a t  the construction s i t e s  of the Fmnze Gaspromtorg, 
so that  a bricklayer who la id ,  say, 2,000 bricks per day was getting 
paid t b e  zawe ac one who l a id  only 800. A t  the Mechanical Glass 
Works i n  Turhenistan, output norms were se t  too law for  rull 
production t o  be reachedl f'urthemore earnings were not based on 
individual output and performance, and jobs were not classified, and 
remunerated, according t o  the i r  degree of d i f f icul ty  or the special- 
ized knuwledge they required, so that thanks t o  law-set norms for 
ordinary jobs, an unskilled man a t  the works was often able t o  exceed 
h i s  norm by as  much as  230 per cent and earn a s  much a s  his skil led 
colleague whose more complex task made it d i f f i cu l t  for  him t o  show 
spectacular stakhanovite results .  I n  other Turkmenistan industries, 
there was so l i t t l e  uniformity i n  production norms for identical  work 
even when pe r fomd  under identical  conditions tha t ,  t o  take but one 
example, a four-wheeled cart  took 93.7 hours t o  produce i n  l d a q ,  
U5.7 in Ashkhabad and U6.9 i n  Tashauz. 

Pol i t ica l  organization and control 

Wrty leaders continually repeat that po l i t i ca l  indoctrination 
i s  the very crux of successful industrial and economic de~e lopen t a  
But the question of haw, through pol i t ica l  penetrationand control 
of the ewnoqy, t o  perform th i s  indoctrination i s  a delicate one, 
Not only i s  there a danger of unwarranted interference by M y  
OrganE and off ic ia ls  i n  plrely p r o f e s s i o a  matters of management 
and technology on which they may be i l l -qyi l i f ied  t o  pronounce ; but 
aver-absorption i n  such matters may lead t o  the neglect of t he i r  
rea l  task, which i s  t o  provide general pol i t ica l  guidance and 
%pliftg and see that  M y  directives are follawed and State plans 
Pulfllled. It ie therefore l a id  d m  that  Wr ty  or-, whilst  f i l l y  
enti t led t o  supervise and "guide" the work of industrial  plants and 
the i r  mnagement, must not attempt t o  take decisions on minor 
questions or on the day-to-day administration of the concern, which 
are the bualness of the nanagenent. The f h c t i o n  of the pri- 
Party ce l l s  i e thus, ideally a t  any ra te ,  an advisory om. They 



subject the work of the plant t o  scrutiny, bring l;llc of t h e i r  
investigations t o  the notice of the management, a d  see t h a t  any 
imprwemnts they may reconmend are  carr ied out. They a re  a l s o  
responsible fo r  the execution of the  Sta te  plan insofar  a s  it f a l l s  
within t h e i r  competence, and loca l  Party committees are expected 
t o  give serious consideration t o  t h e i r  opinions and suggestions. 

Examples of both good and bad work by Party organs i n  industry 
could be m t i p l i e d ;  the c e l l s  of the f i a sny i  Molot works i n  
Turluuenistan were, fo r  instance, c i ted  for  t h e i r  h g h  degree of 
vigilance. The serious f a i lu re  i n  coal de l iver ies  by the 
Tadzhikugol Trust, on the other hand, was a t t r ibuted  i n  the main 
t o  inef f ic ient  Party guidance. I n  1952, costs of oil-prospecting 
i n  the new o i l f i e l d s  of Chelekennert rose by U 5  rubles a metre, 
and d r i l l i n g  estimate-; were exceeded by several mil l ion rubles; 
matters were no be t t e r  i n  1953, but s t i l l  nothing was done t o  
remedy the s i tuat ion.  This was due t o  the  lackadaisical  a t t i t u d e  
of the loca l  Party Cormittee. The 7th Plenary session of the  
Frunze Town Party Committee i n  Kirgizia censured various primary 
Party c e l l s  i n  the  republic f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  exercise t h e i r  r igh t  
of supenrision, not giving suff ic ient  study t o  the e-conomy of t h e i r  
enterprises and neglecting t o  organize drives f o r  higher produc- 
t i v i t y ,  improved qual i ty  of output and reduced production costs. 
There were said t o  be no l e s s  than 7,000 registered propagandists 
i n  Kirgizia; a complaint against these was tha t  many of them 
were too much incl ined t o  concentrate on loca l  economic problems 
a t  the expense of Marxist-Leninist teaching, I n  Stalinabad the 
town Party committee was c r i t i c i zed  fo r  at taching too  l i t t l e  
importance t o  establishing g o d  contacts with Party c e l l s  and 
aktivs i n  industry. Very few meetings of Party &_i:c_ i n  - 
industry t o  r a i se  output had been held, although the committee 
had long been aware that the  building trusts were f a r  behind 
schedule and tha t  some buildings, such a s  the Tadzhik Sta te  
Library, were taking f'rom 5 t o  7 years t o  complete. I n  contrast ,  
there were many examples of the  spectacular r e su l t s  which 
ef f ic ient  Party propaganda could achieve. The r e a l l y  considerable 
P o s e s s  made a t  the Chelkar Diesel Locomotive Depot on the 
Chelkar section of the  Orenburg l i n e  could be ascribed t o  the 
appeals for increased efficiency by the  300 agi ta tors  on the  job. 
Worhen a t  the sheds were nuw exceeding t h e i r  dafly norma and 
repairs t o  Diesel engines were well and promptly executed. Good 
resul t s  had a l so  been achieved a t  the Tadzhik Traktorodetal 
works since k t y  ag i t a to r s  there had begun t o  take t h e i r  wark 
more seriously. The qual i ty of output had impruved, and the 
high Percentage of r e j e c t s  been reduced. I n  c o w i s o n  with 
1951, output had r i sen  by 18 per cent i n  1952, and according t o  
the l a t e s t  reports  planned production ta rge ts  were being 



f u l f i l l e d  a s  regards both quantity and quality. Hmever, numerous 
examples mke it clear  tha t  etrong Party representat ion i n  certain 
industr ies ,  such a s  the coal industry, i s  i n  i t s e l f  no guarantee of 
qual i tat ive and quantitative improvement i n  the  output of t h a t  
industry. I n  No. 8 ?dine a t  Shurab (~adzh ik i s t an )  there were said 
t o  be U3 Party members working underground. Nevertheless, and 
despite the fac t  t ha t  labour productivity a t  the coal-face was no 
more than 50 per cent, the loca l  Fhrty a k t i v  was doing l i t t l e  t o  
make more sa t i s fac tory  use of production reserves o r  t o  introduce 
scheduled graphs of production. The Leninabad S i l k  Kombinat boasted 
a 'Egrty ak t iv  200 strong, 90 members of which occupied responsible 
posts whilst many others operated the =chines; but this had not 
prevented serious de ter iora t ion  i n  the work of the s i lk-reel ing 
section of the Kombinat, and i n  the  weaving sect ion,  which was 
already behind with i t s  output, worltmen had t o  remain i d l e  fo r  
hours because of breakdowns i n  machinery or organization, and the 
percentage of r e j ec t s  turned out was high. The p o l i t i c a l  education 
of the many native women employed a t  the Kombinat was moreover 
being neglected, and they were, it seems, still  imbued with the old, 
stubborn prejudices. 

The s u p e ~ s o q  functions of the Party organs, i n  industry a s  i n  
agricul ture,  a l so  extend t o  keeping an eye on the  se lec t ion  and 
promotion of workers. Thus lack of Party vigilance was blamed for 
the fact tha t  m y  posts a t  t he  Zamarkand Sta t ion  Engine Depot 
were occupied by i l l -qual i f ied  men (the foremn a t  the  tool-shop 
was no technician but an ex-club leader)  while many graduates of 
technical colleges with excellent qual i f ica t ions  were employed i n  
a menial capacity a s  timekeepers, storekeepers or  warehousemen, 

The imprwement of l i v inn  and worldng conditions 

Measures t o  improve l iv ing  and working conditions are  now being 
introduced on an increaeing scale i n  l i n e  with the  Goverrrment's new 
emphasis on serving the needs of the consumer. But t o  judge f'rom 
the press i n  many perts of Central Asia they s t i l l  of fer  but small 
inducement t o  the indus t r ia l  worker or  t rainee t o  give of his best. 
To take a few examples: it was reported from a construction s i t e  a t  
Kos-Kuduk i n  lbakhs tan  tha t  workers there could sometimes not even 
discover how mch they were earning, a s  they were not issued with 
pay-books. To check up on t h e i r  accounts they had t o  go a l l  the 
w t o  Alma-Ata , and once there, adjustments and corrections were 
not easy t o  make. One case c i t ed  was t ha t  of a Kos-Kuduk carpenter 
who a t  the end of the month was p i d  only 310 rubles, though in 
actual  fact  he had earned 554. Another was that of a brigade whose 
members, a f t e r  f u l f i l l i n g  a l l  t h e i r  s e t  taske, were t o l d  a t  the end 
of the month t h a t  t h e i r  earnings were prac t ica l ly  non-exietent and 



that adjustments could not be worked out there and then. It was no 
wonder that labour discipline had weakened a t  Kos-Kuduk and that  
the men stayed a t  home when they f e l t  l i k e  it or hocked off ,  
whistling, a t  mid-day. Then, conditions for young workmen l iv ing  
i n  barracks were often primitive in the extreme. I n  a barracks for  
young building workers i n  l?runze (Kirgizia) the s t a t e  of the 
dormitories was deplorable. The beds were rickety and f a l l i ng  t o  
pieces and should have been scrapped long ago. Catering f a c i l i t i e s  
for workmen were often hadj a t  one works restaurant i n  Alma-Ata 
a correspondent complained that  there were only 9 glasses, 4 tea- 
spoons, 5 forks and a single knife, and tea  was drunk out of s o u p  
plates. Too few cultural  amenities were provided, sanitat ion 
ru les  were not always observed, and i n  some industries, according 
t o  reports a t  tne 6th Plenary Session of zhe Tadahik Trades Unions, 
labour protection and safety regulations were not up t o  the 
standard required by law. 

Most i f  not all of these defects would, it i s  claimed, be 
remedied given sufficiently conscientious Party work and a reason- 
able a t t i tude t o  cri t icism on the p a r t  of factory mnagements. But 
experience shows that  the l a t t e r  i s  not always ~OI-thcoming. To 
quote a single example, the local  correspondent of an Uzbek paper 
revealed i n  September that  criticism from workers was not favour- 
ably viewed by the management of the Uz bek Metallurgical Plant. 
Men were actually losing the i r  jobs or being dm-graded for 
sending c r i t i c a l  a r t i c l e s  t o  local  papers or for  air- pievances 
aminst  the mnagemnt a t  workshop meetings. Worse, members of 
the Party &iv a t  the plant, including the inf luent ia l  Secretary 
of the Beguvat Town Party Council, were ful ly  aware that 
criticism was being suppressed i n  an "un-Sovietn manner but had 
not l i f t e d  a f'inger. Thia ran counter t o  a l l  the o f f i c i a l  teach- 
inga on the subject of criticism, which was supposed t o  be Freely 
exercised by the rank and f i l e  of the workere i n  the in te res t s  
of the i r  own welfare ard of increased efficiency and output. 

Sources. 

Central Asian Press. 



GENERAL -- 

$IOWTALN GLIrnING I N  CENTRAL ASLA 

The i n i t i a l  impetus t o  organized mountaineering in the  USSR was given 
by Professor Nikoladze, who, i n  1923, led  a group of students t o  the 
sununit of M o u n t  Kazbek i n  the Caucasus. Since tnen, mountain climbing 
has become increasingly popular and progressively more general and 
better  organized, and has spread t o  enibrace not only the Caucasus, but 
a lso  the Tien Shan range and the great Pamir plateau of Central Asia. 

The f i r s t  Cerrtral Asian expedition was rnade by a team of Wain ian  
spoI-tsmn t o  the Tien Shan range i n  1927, and t h i s  was f o l l r n d  in 
1928 by an expedition t o  the Pambs organized by the Acadeqy of 
Sciences of the USSR. By the early 1930's mountaineering had assumed 
the proportions of a sport of the masses, and during these years not a 
few notable feats  were accomplished, inchding the discovery and 
scaling of the Sta l in  Peak (7495 metres), the highest mountain i n  the 
USSR, by E.M. Abalakuv i n  1933, the completion of the Pamir s u m y  'by 
the 1928 expedition and the climbing i n  1934 of the Lenin Peak (7127 
metres) by the expedition under the  leadership of V. Abalakw. 

*om 1934 a m a d s ,  development was characterized by two separate 
but simultaneous trends - the gradual expansion of the sport a s  a fofm 
of popular recreation, and the formtion of groups of skil led d 
highly trained experts for the scaling of the highest and most for- 
midable peaks, the surveying of hitherto uncharted regions, the teat- 
ing of food, clothing and other mountaineering impediments, d for 
the collection of the sc ien t i f i c  data of d l  sor ts  - geographical, 
botanical, geodetic and the l ike  - which high al t i tude climbing 
yields. For the masses, training camps, staffed by suitable instruc- 
t a r s  and f i r s t  a id  teams and equipped with wireless, were establish- 
bd along the slopes of the Tien Shan range by various sporting clubs 
of the USSR; for the experts, the Alpinist of the USSR badges, Class 
I and Class 11, and two other dist inctions,  Master of ~oun ta inee r iw  
and Dis_tinguished Master of Mountaineeriw, were inaugurated i n  1934. 
Late i n  1936 the All-Union Section of Mountaineerinq was created, and 
by the end of the 1930's mare than 25,000 enthusiasts were regularly 
engaged i n  mountain climbing each season, and most of the highest 
peaks i n  the Tien Shan and the Rmirs had already been scaled. 

O r e e e d  mountaineering, brought for a l l  practical purposes t o  a 
s tandst i l l  by the m, was resumed with renewed vigour as soon as 
hos t i l i t i e s  ceased. An a r t i c l e  which appeared early i n  1946 in 
Soviet Literature described the growing p o m r i t y  of the sport and 
the plans and preparations which =re being made for the s m r  of 
1946 : 



"Demobilized *om the Red Army, Soviet enthusiasts are preparing 
for the f i r s t  post-war climbing season. The 1946 programme is  
considerably handicapped by the fact  that  the bases and training 
camps i n  the North Caucasus suffered severely during the German 
o c c u ~ t i o n .  Three camps, however, were r e f i t t ed  l a s t  year, while 
a f'urther' ten w i l l  pruvide training for five thousand climbers 
during the coming season." 

In  spite of t h i s  handicap, the 1946 programme was an ambitious 
one and appears t o  have led  t o  a number of noteworthy achievements ; 
eleven major v i rgin  peaks are said t o  have been scaled and very 
considerable progress was made with the survey of h i ther to  un- 
charted regions both of the Tien Shan range and of the  Pamirs. 
Among the more notable performances were: 

(a) The scal i rq  of the Marble W a l l  Peak (Mramornaya ~ t e n a )  

A f i r s t  attempt t o  scale this peak was made i n  1902, but was 
abandoned a t  the 5000 metre level. I n  1935 a group of Soviet 
mountaineers was also ' t , M e d  by avalanches. The 1946 
expedition, which reached the summit, was led by Professor A.A. 
Letavet, an authority, who had already taken prt in eight 
previous expeditions i n  the Tien Shan range. In  his report,  he . 
wrote : 

The Marble Wall i s  a snow-clad mountain of marble s t r a t a  a t  
the junction of the Sary-Dzhas and Meridional ranges, crowned by 
a triangular peak of 6150 metres. 

Before s tar t ing i t s  attack th i s  summer, our group made an 
elaborate reconnaissance of four neighbouring peaks ranging 
from 4700 t o  5350 metres i n  height. This gave us an excellent 
opportunity t o  study the Marble Wall from various points and t o  
select the route for  our attempt. 

The assault began on 24th August from a camp s i tuated a t  a 
height of 3950 metres, Each member of the party carried a load 
of so= 25 kilogrammes - tents ,  sleeping-bags, equ ipen t ,  and 
provisions for seven days. Camp I1 was pitched aver trenches 
dug i n  the snow a t  5100 metres. On the morning of 27th August, 
a party of seven se t  off for  the f i na l  assault and reached the 
summit on the following day. 

To the south-east of the Marble Wall the Meridional range 
culminates i n  a gigantic, cupola-shaped peak, t o  which we gave 
the name of The Centenazy of the Russian Geographical Society. 



Prolonged and violent snow storms, coupled with intense cold, preven- 
ted any attempt t o  climb t h i s  peak, and on 3rd September the 
expedition began i t s  descent. " 

(b) Ascent of the Wtkhor and Karl Marx peaks 

An expedition, organized by the All-Union Comnittee of Physical 
N t u r e  and Sports of the Council of Ministers of the  USSR and led 
by the well-known sportsmen E.A. Beletski and E.M. Abalakov, se t  
out from Moscow a t  the end of July with the obdect of exploring 
the Rushan and Shalchdar ranges of the Southern Pamirs. During a 
fortnight 's arduous climbing, the expedition f i r s t  reached the 
sumit of a hitherto unknown and unclimbed peak a t  the highest 
point of the Rushan range (since named the Patkhor Peak, 7150 
metres) and l a t e r  succeeded i n  reaching the vi rgin  sumit of the 
Karl Marx Peak (7000 metres), the highest peak of the Shakhdar 
range. 

(c) Survey of the Tien Shan range 

A very  considerable amourrt of preliminary survey had already 
been accomplished a t  the  end of the last century, f i r s t l y  by 
P.P. Semnov, whose contribution was so great that  he came t o  be 
hm as Semenw-Tyan-shanski, and l a t e r  by the explorers 
Przhevalski and Mushketav. Inadequate knowledge of the science of 
topography, however, had lef't mny blanks on the mps  of the p e r i d ;  
but recent topographical research, supplemented by the detai led 
reports of a number of climbers, led,  according t o  a Tashkent re~ol-t ,  
t o  the preparation, i n  19k6, of a new and complete map of the Tien 
Shan range. 

(d) Survey in the Pamirs 

Survey of the Pamirs was carried out almost ent i re ly  by topo- 
graphers of the R e d  Arrqy. One party, operating for s i x  months of 
1946 i n  the Eastern Pamirs a t  heights of 5000 metres and over, 
produced detaFled descriptions and mps of the range and of the 
area around Lake Kara-kul, 

A second p r t y  i n  the course of a survey of the eastern 
boundarieer of the Trans-Alai range made more than f i f t y  ascents of 
peaks between 5000 and 6000 metres i n  height and including the 
formidable Mount Napkaldy in the heart of the Northern Pamirs , and 
i n  1946 alone nearly 30,000 square Mlometres of the m r s  were 
surveyed and charted. 



A particularly strong expedition, consisting of Professor Letavet , 
E.M. Abalakw, N.A. Gusak and E.A. Beletsky, the t h e e  l a t t e r  of 
whom had already scaled the Sta l in  Peak, and a number of other 
holders of the ,Master of Molmtaineering; dist inction,  carried 
out a valuable general survey of the Tien Shan range, but fa i led  
t o  achieve i t s  primary object, the scaling of Victory Peak - a 
mountain which t o  this day has defied all attempts t o  climb it. 

The story of the discovery ard the naming of this peak i s  not 
without in teres t .  The cres ts  of the Kokshaal Range, t o  the south- 
east of the Sary-Dzhas chain, are  normally hidden i n  perpetual 
cloud, and until recently the Khan Tengri (6955 metres) was 
generally accepted a s  being the highest peak of the Tien Shan 
range. In 1940, hmever, the members of an expedition on the 
Sary-Dzhas were vouchsafed a c lear  view, and there t o  the south- 
east,  they observed a peak of the Kokshaal range which, though 
they had no instruments for  accurate measurement, clearly surpassed 
i n  height the Khan Tengri. In 1943, an expedition of the 
Military Topographical Deprtment of the Soviet Central Asian 
Military Dis t r i c t  established the position of the peak a s  being 
16  kilometres t o  the south of Khan Tengri on the upper reaches 
of the Zvezdochka glacier ,  and i t s  height as  74-40 metres. 

"The position and the height of this mountain were deter- 
mined ( in  1943) a t  a momnt i n  our pat r io t ic  war when f ina l  
victory was already being regarded as a foregone conclusion, 
and for that  reason it was decided that  the mountain should bear 
the proud name of Pik Pobedy - Victory Peak - and serve a s  a 
monument of our great deeds. " 

The enthusiasm displayed i n  the f i r s t  post-war climbing 
season appears t o  have been maintained i n  subsequent years; 
indeed, administrative and organizational supply did not 
i n i t i a l l y  keep pace with popular dercand, and complaints about 
the general shortage of training camps, instructors and 
mountaineering e q u i p n t  of a l l  kinds were widespread. There 
Was, for example, but one school of instruction for instructors,  
organized by the Soviet Trade Unions, and lack of trained 
teachers resulted i n  the c l o s h g  of many camps for part, and 
i n  some cases, for the whole of the season. The Soviet 
h e m n t  , however, intervened and voted mnsiderable sums 
of money for the development of mauntaineering, a d  by the 
3urmner of 1953 no l e s s  than 23 camps were i n  use in the 
Caucasus, the Tien Shan and the PBmirs, affording training and 
instruction t o  tens of thousands. 

"Taking in to  consideration the great importance of muntain 
climbing for the collection of geograplncal d a t a  in the Soviet 



Unionm, the 2nd Geographical Congress of the USSR decided t o  create 
a "Commission for High Altitude Exploration", t o  be attached t o  the 
All-Union Geographical Society and t o  work i n  collaboration with the 
All-Union Alpine Society, founded i n  1936. A s  a resu l t ,  cadres of 
indigenous experts have been formed i n  the various federal republics, 
t o  act  both as instructors and as  guides i n  the local  ranges 
familiar t o  them. 

Kazakhstan 

A flourishing Alpine Club has been established i n  Kazakhstan, 
and 'Alpiniads" - organized mass expeditions - are  being arranged 
annually i n  the Trans-Ili Ala-Tau, the popularity of which as  a 
mountaineering centre i s  second ~ n l y  t o  tbat  of the Caucasus. 

In 1953 more than a thousand expeditions were carried out under 
the auspices of the club, and groups comprised of Karaganda miners 
and collective farmers reached the sununits of the Centenary of the 
Geogmplical Society Peak (64.00 metres), the Grebeshok (6200 metres) 
and the Bayankol Peak (5800 metres). 

Mountaineers of the Fast Kazakhstan oblast orppnized a large 
number of climbing groups i n  1953, and hundreds of climbers *om 
Zylyanwsk, Leninogorsk and other centres explored the slopes of the 
Sarymsakty Range. Members of the Metallurq Club reached the s d t  
of the highest peak of the Sa~ymsakty, and i n  recognition 32 of them 
were a m d e d  the insignia of "First Class Alpinist of the USSR." 

The fizkulturniki (sportsmen) of the Karamda coal mines 
succeeded I n  scaling the steep and roc@ ridges of the Trans-Ili 
Ala-Tau mountains, and a party of 47 young miners reached the s d t  
of the Molodezhnaya Peak on the Talass ridge of the Western Tien 
Shan. The Urozhai Sporting Club organized an "Klpiniad fo r  R u r a l  
and Artisan Youthw. Two new camps have recently been opened i n  the 
Trans-Ili A l a  Tau range 'try the Iskra a d  Spartak Clubs, and the 
keenness of the young climbers and the training they are  receiving 
are both regm-ded as  himy satisfactory. 

In  the Tien Shan, two najor exploratory expeditions were under- 
taken i n  1953 - one on the Meridional Range a d  the second i n  the 
uncharted Bayankol - Marble Wall area. 

The Meridional Ran~e Expedition 

The Meridional Range r u m  roughly a t  r ight  angles t o  the 
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parallel chains of the Tien Shan mountains, dividing them into  
almost equal halves, 

Early i n  August 1953 an expedition se t  out f'rom Przhevalsk and 
a f t e r  a twelve-day narch reached the foot of the M e r i d i d  Range. 
Here, atores and e q u i p n t  , which had been transported by pack- 
horses, were transferred t o  improvised l i gh t  sledges, constructed of 
skis, ard thence hauled upRards by hand. By the end of August the 
preparatory wark was cmpleted, and a base camp vas established i n  
a snow cave dug a t  an a l t i tude of 5300 metres near the  source of 
one of the minor t r ibutar ies  of the Inylchik glacier. 

An advance camp was pitched on the Sino-Soviet border a t  an 
alt i tude of 6300 metres, and from there an assault  group of four 
pushed on t o  the sumit. For several days severe s n m t o m  
compelled the m y  t o  seek such magre shelter  a s  t he i r  small 
tent afforded, but eventually, on 7th Septemker, the sumnit - 
6800 metres was reached. The leader of the group, V i t a l y  Nasdqkhin, 
l e f t  a a t t e n  r e c o d  of the event on the spot, and the highest 
paint was christened Pik Druzhby - Friendship Peak, *in honour of 
the friedship uniting the lxa great peoples of China 8nd Soviet 
Russia." 

The Bayankol - Marble W a l l  area 

Details of the ac t iv i t i es  of t h i s  expeditian were given i n  
the Kazakhstanskaya Pravda of 11th October 1953. 

Training and tes t ing  of clothing and e q u i p &  commenced i n  
1952 and continued throughout the winter. The base c w  was 
established some twelve ki lomtres  from the small hamlet of Dzhar 
Kuhak, a t  a point f'rm *ich a good general view of the area 
urder exploration could be obtained. Though severely hampered by 
continuous snm, ra in  and cloud, the  expedition campleted i t s  
Prelimhnrg mnrey and selected the routes for the f ina l  assaults  
*thin a week. 

The assault party f i r s t  attacked the Marble Wall, the s d t  of 
which was reached without any incident worthy of note. On its 
r e h r n  journey the p l r ty  deviated t o  climb two further peaks - 
the Fogranichnik (5200 metires) and the Uzlovaya (5070 metres), 
and after a qeek's r e s t  a t  base turned t o  the ascent of the 
Bayankol Peak, a hazazdous and di f f icu l t  undertaking. 

&yank01 (5790 metres) i s  crowned by a symmetrical snow d m ,  
w e d ,  an the side Prom which it was being approached, by an all 
but vertical ard unscaleable ice  d l .  The expedition worked its 



way along the high southern ridge and a f t e r  sixteen hours of d u r n  
and continuous climbing reached the foot of a glacier  which seemed 
almost a s  i f  it were suspended i n  mid-air. Here campwas pitched 
for  the night, and the next day the summit was reached. &om it the 
expedition found stretched before it a vast p a n o r m ,  i n  which the 
Sta l in ,  the Khan Tengri and the Chapayev peaks, and beyond - above 
the Kokshaal range - the Pik Pobedy were all clearly visible.  

I n  all, seven major ascents were made by the expedition; 
sc ien t i f i c  data of considerable importance were acquired, numerous 
samples of high-altitude f lora and rocks and a few interes t ing arch- 
aeological finds were collected; and from the  many and excellent 
photographs and drawings brought back it was found possible t o  mke 
a complete and accurate map of the area. A s  a reward, several 
members of the expedition were invested with the insignia of "Master 
of Mountaineering. ' 

The princi-1 event of the 1953 season, an outstanding feat  of 
mountaineering, was the ascent of the formidable Korzhenevski Peak 
(7105 metres), one of the highest mountains i n  the Soviet Union. 

The peak was f i r s t  explored i n  1936 by a party under the leader- 
ship of A,,B. Dzharapidze and N.A. Gusak, and i n  1937 another 
expedition, headed by D.I. Guschin, fai led only by a hundred metres 
t o  reach the summit. 

I n  1950 preparations for a further assault were begun d e r  the 
auspices of the Soviet Trade Union Club; selected young mountaineers, 
based on a camp i n  the vic ini ty  of the Gm-Grzhimailo glacier ,  
underwent a rigoroue training and were subjected t o  t e s t s  involvin€! 
a number of ascents of w e r  6000 mt r e s .  The best of them were 
then nominated t o  form the Korzhenevski expedition. Training of 
the chosen team began i n  1952 under the direction of Masters of 
Mountaineering E.A. Beletslu, A . S .  Ugarw, A.S. Gozhev, A.I.Iv8nOv 
and I .S. Daibog, all of whom were also t o  form part of the 
expedition. 

Early i n  August 1953 the expedition se t  off. The f i r s t  
d i f f icul ty  arose when it was found that  the bridge acrOSB the Muk-Su 
had bean destroyed by floods. The crossing, however, was success- 
fully accamplished with the aid of ropes, and the next day the 
expedition climbed up and across the innumerable and f0rmidaIil.e 
crevasses of the Korzhenevski glacier t o  a height of 4.400 metres, 
where the first camp - Camp 4400 - was established and a res t  taken* 



On 17th August climbing was resumed, one party of four belng detach- 
ed t o  climb the 6200-metre c res t  t o  the north of the  Korzhenevski 
Peak. The second camp was pitched a t  5600 metres, and the third 
a t  6100; between Camp 4400 and Camp 5600 very deep snow was 
encountered, but the  climb from Camp 5600 t o  Camp 6100 proved t o  be 
the most d i f f i c u l t  p s s a g e  of the whole ascent. When the l a t t e r  
camp had been pitched, the  weather deter iorated,  and the  expedition 
found i t s e l f  exposed t o  continuous severe and i cy  winds; during the 
l a s t  two days of the storm, the climbers found t h a t  they had l i t t l e  
inclination t o  e a t ,  but were very t h i r s t y  and d r a n k  copiously of hot 
tea. When a t  l a s t  the storm subsided, the expedition pushed onj bvo 
fbrther camps were established a t  6400 metres and 6800 metres, and 
on 22nd August the  assaul t  party attacked and reached the swmnit. 

Writing i n  Savyetski Sport of 3rd November 1953, D. Zatulovsld, 
who directed the expedition on behalf of the Trade Umon Club, says: 

"The climbing of the Korzhenevski Peak p rwes  that the 1953 
expedition was composed of well-trained and expert cadres. But 
such isolated achievements only serve t o  emphasize the very in- 
adequate e f fo r t s  so  f a r  made by Soviet sporting organizations i n  
general, and i n  par t icu lar  by the General Directorate of Fbysical 
Culture and Sport of the Ministry of Health of the  USSR, which has 
done nothing a t  a l l ,  t o  foe ter  the organization of high a l t i t u d e  
climbing en msse .  It i s  high time tha t  a t ten t ion  was concentrat-ed 
on the in t e res t s  of climbers i n  t h e i r  hundreds of thousards ra ther  
than on those of a few iso la ted  poups  of experts. Every aspi r ing  
mountaineer should be given the opportunity of gaining experience 
of hi& a l t i t ude  climbing." 

Tadzhiki s tan 

The f i r s t  mountaineering camp i n  Tadzhikistan - the  Germ0 - 
was opened by the Nauka Society i n  1953. The Principal of the  
camp i s  "Master of Mountaineering" B.A+ Garf, and among i t s  
Embers it includes many students from Moscow University and 
sc ien t i s t s  f'rom the various Institutes of  the Academy of Sciences 
of the USSR;- During this, i t s  f'irst season, the club organized 
a number of &pups which climbed the Molotov Peak (6898 metres) 
and explored the southern slopes of S t a l i n  Peak a d  the Largest 
of the Fhntir g lac iers ,  the Ganno glacier .  

t h i s  brief survey of a c t i v i t i e s ,  it would appear t h a t  
mountaineering a s  a sport has both flourished and increased i n  
P o m a r i t y  during post-war years i n  the S w i e t  Union and that i t s  
devotees a re  =king by no means negligible contributions t o  the 
€F%g a c c ~ a t i o n  of geographic and s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge. 



"Mountain climbera" writes N. Tikhonov in Sovyetsb Sport "have made 
great contributions t o  Soviet science, and thanks t o  t he i r  heroic 
and u s e m  work, m n y  complicated riddles of the  mountains have been 
solved i n  the FWnirs, the Tien Shan and the Altai." 

GBOGRAWICAL NOTES 

CHAPAYEV Peak - i n  the Central Tien Shan region. 

INYLCHIK - a glacier south of the Sary-Dzk range. 

KARL MARX - a peak i n  the Shakhdar Range (roughly 37.1% 72.503.) 

KOXSHAAL TAU - a range roughly south of 4m., stretching between 79 
and 80E. 

KORZHENEVSRII Peak - i n  the Peter I range. 

G3TG.J Peak (7127m. ) - almost i n  the centre of the Trans-Alay range, 
astr ide the Osh - Khorog highmy, stretching i n to  China. 

MARBLE WALL - a peak a t  the intersection of the  Meridional and 
Yary-Dzhas ranges . 

MERlDIONAL RANGE - a mountain chain as t r ide  the Sary-Dzhes range. 

PATKHQR - a mountain of the Rushan range, very near the in ter-  
section of 38m. and 72E. 

PETER I range - south of and paral lel  t o  the Muk-Su River. 

RIGRANICHNIK - i n  the Marble Wall peak area. 

RUSHAN, S h ~ w  and Shakhdar ranges - mountain chains i n  the South- 
West M s .  

SAFU-DZHA3 - a range north of Khan Tengri astr ide- the ~ e r i d i o n a l  
Chain, between the Terski Bla Tau and the Khan Tengri mssif. 

UZLOVAYA - i n  the MarkiLe Wall peak area. 

ZVEZTNm - a tr ibutary of the Inylchik glacier. 
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C I V I L  AVIATION CENTRAL 

Since the end of the Second World War c i v i l  aviat ion i n  the  USSR has 
expanded considerably, and it i s  t o  be developed s t i l l  further in the 
period 1351 - 1?'55. The t o t a l  length of the nation's  a i r l i ne s  i s  nm 
175,000 kilornetres; the number of transport planes i n  operation i s  
constantly increasing, and more a d  more a i rpor ts  a r e  being equipped 
t o  provide a continuous 24-hour senrice. The new l i ne s  put in to  
comrmssion since the w a r  include a d i rect  l ink  between Leningrad, 
Central Asia and Kazakhstan, a l i n e  running fiom Moscuw through Kazan, 
Sverdlovsk, Petropavlovsk, Omsk, hv lodar  and Semipalatinsk t o  Ust- 
Kamenogorsk, and another running from S v e d  ovsk through Kustanai, 
Akmolinsk, Baraganda and Balkhash t o  Alma-Ata. Moscow i s  now linked 
*th the W h e n  capital  of Ashkhabad by way of Penza, Uralsk, 
Aktyubinsk and Nukus. The Moscow-Me and Moscow-Stdinahad a i r  
l inks,  yet another postwar development, have reduced t rave l  time 
between these c i t i e s  by five or s i x  times and greatly expedited 
freight  and mil deliveries t o  t h  Tadzhlk and Kirghiz capitals.  
The volume of passenger t r a f f i c  carried by a i r l i ne s  linking Moscm 
with Kazakhstan and Central Asia has multiplied several times i n  
comparison with the pre-war volume. During 1951 and 1952, about 
8,000 workers and technicians and w e r  3,000 tons of e q u i ~ n t  and 
swre  prLs were brought by a i r  t o  the M i n  Turlcmen Canal zone, thus 
contributing t o  the progress of work on t h i s  new project (now 
apparently shelved) with i t s  potential  network of i r r iga t ion  canals 
and p e r  stations, Not so long ago the journey f r o m  Ust-Kameno- 
gorsk t o  Moscow and back took w e r  two weeks by r a i l ;  today, by air, 
it takes only three or four days. Often the freight  planes bring 

m t e r i a l s ,  semi-manufactured goods and spare par ts  far  various 
Central Asian engineering plants, They also transport  high-grde 
s tee l ,  W-bea r ings ,  wireless equipment, rubber, precision 
instruments, l iquid oxygen, varnishes, dyes and so forth. Air 
transport i s  much used i n  areas where no good roads a r e  available. 
The sul@ur mines of the Kara-Kum desert ,  for  example, a r e  served 
exclusively by a i r c r a f t ,  which deliver equiprent, fuel ,  foodstuffs 
a d  even dr~nking  water t o  the mines, returning with cargoes of 
sulww. 

Kazakhstan 

A large aviation network nuw covers the Republic. The capital  
Alma-Ata i s  connected by a i r  with Moscow, Tashkent, Fhurze, 
Novosibirsk, Omsk, Sverdlwsk, Sochi and Mineralwe Vody i n  the 
Northern Caucasus, as w e l l  as  with all the Republican oblast centres* 



The a i r  ambulance service has expanded grea t ly  and i n  1952, 8000 
ambulance so r t i e s  were flown and over 2000 pat ients  evacuated f'rom 
remote d i s t r i c t s  inaccessible by other means of transport.  

The Agricultural department of Civil Aviation has branched out 
in to  a number of specialized operations such a s  fertilization of 
winter wheat, sugar-beet or cotton plantat ions;  pest control ,  t he  
spreading of weed-killer and the  remwal of cotton leaves by mans  of 
chemical spraying. Aircraft  f lying a t  very low a l t i t u d e s  - sometimes 
at not more than f ive metres abwe ground - spread insec t ic ides  over 
vast areas of cotton or other crops. I n  the  Lenin kolkhoz (NOVO- 
Pokrovsk raion) low-flying a i r c r a f t  f e r t i l i z e  s t r i p s  of s o i l  10-12 
metres wide; some 300 1-cil~ares of rye and perennial grasses were 
treated i n  t h i s  way i n  1953. I n  the Molotov kolkhoz (NOVO- 
Pokrovsk raion) and the Zaviety I l i cha  sovkhoz (~orodukhino raion) 
hundreds of hectares have been f e r t i l i z e d  from the a i r .  A t  the 
Kirov kolkhoz (Churchurn raion) the  use of a i r c r a f t  resul ted  in a - 
saving of about 1000 t r ~ d o d n i  (workdays) a s  we l l  a s  ensuring 
protection against pests. I n  the Zaisan and Samarskoye raions of 
East Kazakhstan about 8000 hectares of wheat crops were treated. i n  
1953, and the area cleared of pests  was f ive times l a rge r  than i n  
1952, I n  eleven kolkhozes of the Dzhambul oblast the spraying of 
sugar-beet f i e l d s  with potassium chloride resul ted in an extra 
yield of four centners per hectare from a 2000-hectare plantation; 
and the average harvest of gra in  a d  perennial grasses a f t e r  a e r i a l  
chemical treatment likewise rose by about four centners per 
hectare. Even more s t r ik ing  r e s u l t s  were obtained a t  a Kustanai 
sovkhoz where winter rye a e r i a l l y  t rea ted  with ammonium n i t r a t e  
i n  early spring grew 20-25 centimeters higher and a good deal  denser 
than previouslyp whils t  aerially-sprayed wheat was even found t o  
yield 16.7 centners per hectare more than hand-sprayed wheat, 
Chmihal weed-killer i s  extensively sprayed from the  a i r  i n  the 
Hchurin swkhoz, ( U r n - ~ t a  oblast) .  The sowing of saksaul by a i r  
i n  desert areas generally y ie lds  g o d  r e s u l t s ;  i t s  cost  does not 
exceed t h a t  of ground sowing, but it i s  s t i l l  infrequently prac- 
tised, There i s  some ccmrplai~?t tht a i r c r a f t  are too seldom used 
i n  f e r t i l i z i n g  r i c e  plantations. Only 107 hectares were sa id  t o  
have been t rea ted  i n  1952, although it had been demonstrated that 
one a i r c r a f t  could f e r t i l i z e  50-60 hectares of r i ce  per day, 
whereas only 0.5-1 hectares could be t rea ted  i n  the same period 
by hand. 

Designing model a i r c r a f t  i s  a very popular gastime with 
Kazakh schoolbcys. The organizatiom run by DOSAAF (voluntary 
Society for Aid t o  the w, Navy and Air F'orce) and the 200 
school groups studying -el a i r c r a f t  construction i n  Kazakhstan 
have a combined membership of some 4,000 young people. According 



t o  the Soviet press, three world records were s e t  up at the second 
All-Union Model Aircraft Contgst i n  1952 by two boys from U - A t a ,  
Fyotr Velichkwski and Pave1 Gorynin. After mch preparatory work i n  
the schools, DOSAAF and Komsomol orpnizat ions ,  about 200 model a i r -  
craft builders from the Republican Aviation Club, the ALnra-Ata Pion- 
eer  M a c e  and sixteen di f ferent  oblasts of the  Republic took part. 
i n  the contest . Among the exhibits were p i s t  on-engined, jet-propelled 
and remote-controlled models of @idem, aeroplane s ard flying boats, 
besides reproductions of exist ing S w i e t  a i rc ra f t .  On 15th July 1953 
the radio-controlled model bu i l t  by Velichkovski and Gorynin reached 
an a l t i tude  of 1,050 rretrea, and remained i n  the a i r  fo r  1 hour 36 
minutes 52 seconds, landing 7 metres from the point of take-off. This 
beat a previous Moscow record by 25 minutes 37 seconds. 

According t o  an of f i c ia l  notice published i n  Pravda Vostoka by the 
Uzbek C i v i l  Airways Administration, booking i s  now open for passenger 
air-transport t o  a l l  destinations,.and freight i s  being accepted in  
unlimited quantities. Return t ickets ,  val id  for  45 days, are sold 
5 days i n  advance. There i s  a 50 per cent reduction i n  charges on 
a l l  freight carrled bemeen the Kara-Kalpak ASSR and Tashkent and 
between the Khorezm oblast and Chardzhou. The Uzbek papers have 
been advocating the creation of raion a i r  bases i n  the Republic. 
Pravda Vostoka recommends that  these should be organized a t  M.T.S. 
centres, (see CAR No. 1. p. 18) where supply, transport and storage 
f ac i l i t i e s  are  available, and that  they should be equipped with 
permanent metecrological ins ta l la t ions ,  wireless transmitters and so 
on. Control of a i rc ra f t ,  flying personnel, fuel and lubricants would 
continue t o  be i n  the hands of the Civil Airways Administration. 
The methods of ae r ia l  f e r t i l i z a t i on  and weeding developed by the 
Scientif ic  Research Ins t i tu te  attached t o  the Civil Ai~waye Admini* 
s t ra t ion are said t o  be not always suited t o  the climatic and 
a m c u l t u r a l  conditions of Uzbekistan, a d  the Soviet press has been 
stressing the need t o  i n t rduce  a special course on ae r i a l  crop 
t r e a t ~ n t  in to  the curriculum of the secondary and higher a p i c u l -  
tural echool~. h Uzbekistan, a s  in Kazakhstan, aeroplanes are used 
fa r  sowing saksaul, and large areas of the Kyzyl-Kum deeert and the 
Yaz-Yavan steppe have been planted i n  this way. 

The Tadzhik capital of Stalinabad has d i r e d  a i r  l inks  with 
Moscm, Tashkent, Baku, Samarkand, Leninabad, Kulyab, Khorog and 
Mineralnye Yody, a s  well a s  with the oblaet centres and some of the 



raion tawns of the Republic i t s e l f .  In the summer of 1953 thousands 
of hectares of crops were imnnlnized against pests by a i r c r a f t  of 
the Tadzhik Civil Airways Administration; the acreage given ae r ia l  
chemical treatment i n  the f i r s t  seven months of 1953 was double 
that treated i n  the corresponding period of 1952. The fight against 
pests proved part icularly efficacious i n  areas d i f f i cu l t  of access 
such as m p s  , river-estuarie s , reed-beds and s emi-de se r t  s . G o d  
work was done in the orchards of the Shakhrinau and Kurgm- 
Tyube raions. Aeroplanes a l so  proved t he i r  usefulness in the 
destruction of cotton pests. Soviet sc ient is ts  and airmen are  said 
t o  be trying t o  evolve the best method of eliminating cotton-leaves 
so as t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the harvesting of cotton by machinery on a wide 
scale. A special t raining school has been organized for  p i lo t s  and 
technicians destined for agricultural  operations, so as  t o  ensure 
that the work i s  i n  expert hands. However, much a l so  depends on 
the cooperation of agricultural  personnel on the ground; they must 
determiTle the pest-infected areas t o  be treated,  prepare landing- 
s t r ips  in the i r  v ic ini ty  and supply the requisi te  chemical products, 
signallers and auxil iary s t a f f  t o  load the planes. From time t o  
time the authori t ies who are  supposed t o  al locate cer ta in  de f in i t e  
tasks t o  the pi lo ts  and supenrise the i r  work a r e  taxed with red- 
tape, bureaucratic behaviour and general inefficiency. It some- 
t i m e ~   happen^ that  a kolkhoz management w i l l  select  fo r  treatment 
too small an area, or one made unsuitable by various natural 
obstacles for low-altitude flying. Again, aerodromes a r e  often 
too remote from the lam3 t o  be treated,  and raion author i t ies  same- 
times omit t o  see that  properly equipped landing-strips a re  
provided. 

Bssenger semices  *om Frunze t o  the capitals  of other Soviet 
republics and t o  all the oblast centres of the Kir- SSR have 
doubled since May 1953, andpssenger t r a f f i c  i n  the Republic rose 
i n  1953 by over 200 per cent a s  compared with 1945. manes n m  
leave l?runze daily,  reaching Moscm the same day. With the 
extension of a i r l ines  in the Republic, luggage and freight are 
transported i n  ever-increasing quantities, b o n g  the manifold 
assortment of goods now carried by a i r  are  e lec t r i ca l  and 
Fmcision apparatus, spare parts for machinery, machine-tools, 
pharmaceutical products and h i t .  The Kirgiz a i r  ambulance 
service has greatly widened the scope of i t s  ac t iv i t i e s  since the 
war, and cadres of ef f ic ient  p i lo ts ,  trained t o  f ly  night and day 
under a l l  weather conditions, have been formed. Aerial sporting 
act iv i t ies  are very popular i n  the Republic. Large numbers of 
Young People are said t o  be taking part i n  various study groups 
~ ~ e c i a l i z i n g  i n  piloting, m v i ~ t i o n ,  glider-flying and so on. 



Some Kirgiz pi lots  have flm more than a mil l ion k i lomtres ,  among 
them %izw,  Kaldybaev, Ishimbai AMralmov and Klochenko, one of the 
veteran pilots  of the USSR, who has served with the C i v i l  Airways 
for 25 years and flown some 3 million kilametres. Aviation, it i s  
claimed, i s  now a "feature of everyday l ife ' '  i n  Kirgizia. 

Turkmenistan 

Daily a i r  services a r e  i n  operation between Ashkhabad and MOSCOW, 
Tashkent and ChaTdzhou, and a service runs t o  Mineralnye Vcdy an 
alternate days. In 1952, 600 tons of g o d s  and more than 1,000 
people were transported t o  the Kara-Kum area of W h e n i s t a n  alone. 
The follawing instance is quoted as  typical  of the work being done 
by the Republican a i r  ambulance service : i n  August 1953 the oblast 
public health 'department 'received a radioed message from No. 30 
geological team, working on the U s t - U r t  plateau, urgently requesting 
m e d i c a l  help for  one of i t s  members who w a s  badly hurt. An ambulance 
plane was immediately sent t o  the spot, although t h i s  entailed for 
the pilot  a 500-kilomtre f l igh t  aver an UTlfamiliar route, More 
than 300 similar sor t ies  were flm by Turkmen health s e m c e  planes 
in the f i r s t  8 months of 1953, and the service i s  gradually being 
extended t o  embrace the remotest se t t lemnts .  Caspian fishermen, 
oilmen on Cheleken Island, miners and other workers i n  isolated 
regions now benefit by it. 

An exhibition of model a i rc ra f t  was organized i n  July 1953 by 
the A s h b a d  DOSAAF Aviation Club. Three young designers were 
singled out for special mention from among the 32 competitors. 
V. Shushpanov and E. Ftusakwski, fram No. 15 School of the ~s-bad 
Pioneer =lace, each received watches and drawing se t s ,  w h i l s t  
V. Sergeev, from NO. 6 School, m e  m e n  a wireless-eet. 

Sources. 
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GENERAL 

NXW TREDD3 IN CENTRAL ASW DRAMA 

In October 1953, the Board of Soviet Union Writers held i t s  X I V  
plenary session, and although the ensuing discussions were primarily 
of an exploratory character, i n  preparation for a f'urther session i n  
January 1954, they throw a not uninteresting l igh t  on the Crends of 
Soviet l i t e r a ly  development and w i l l  undoubtedly carry weight a t  the 
All-Union conference, which i s  t o  be held i n  the autumn of this year 
and which, it i s  expected, w i l l  exercise a profound influence on 
Soviet l i t e ra tu re  as  a whole, and especially on those regional 
authors who look t o  Moacow a s  the source of t he i r  inspirat ion and 
guidance. 

The session was opened on 2Lst October by F'adeyev, whose speech 
on the conditions and tasks of the Soviet drama was followed by a 
short statement by A. Surkw, on the convening, a f t e r  a lapse of 
nineteen years, of the second conference of Union writers. A long 
report on the Soviet dram and theatre was then made by K. Simonov. 

The emphasis l a i d  on drama and theat r ica l  nat ters  seems t o  
indicate that t h i s  is  the section which is  regarded a s  the  weakest 
in  the whole edif ice of Soviet l i t e ra tu re .  The Union controls 497 
theatres, i n  qhich plays are  presented i n  39 languages. The overall 
financial outlay i s  big, and financial success i s  therefore a matter 
of considerable importance. According t o  Pono~~larenko, the USSR 
Minister of Culture, rev plays, however, a t t r a c t  f u l l  houees for  any 
length of time, and a great number have t o  be withdrawn a f t e r  very 
short runs of a dozen cr so performances. 

The majority of the speeches a t  t h i s  session was made by 
Russian writers, rather than by the few Central Asian authors who 
were present, but the opinions expressed revealed a very consider- 
able measure of unanimity both on the reasons for the unsatisfactory 
s ta te  of current Soviet *-tic a r t  and on the shortcomings which 
must be eradicated, before any i m p r w e ~ n t  could be achievedl and a s  
Kazakhstan, Kirgizia and Turkmenistan have no s e t  t radi t ions  on the 
principles of d ramt ic  construction and the technique of theat r ica l  
production, and are eager t o  absorb a l l  the guidance that  t h e i r  
accepted cultural centre, M O ~ C U W ,  can give them, it 1s obvious that  
even these prelimnary discussions i n  Moscow w i l l  have sharp and 
immediate repercussions on the regional playwrights of Soviet Central 
Asia, 

It i s  perhaps of  in teres t  t o  mention that  generally speaking 
failure was not at tr ibuted t o  incompetence on the psr t  of ac tors  i n  
the interpretation of t he i r  parts;  throughout the session at tention 



was concentrated upon the audience and i t s  requirements, the play- 
wrights and the i r  ideas and technique, and the c r i t i c s  and their  
approach t o  the i r  task. 

A new generation, it was recognized, had emerged from the t r ia ls  
of the  post-war period] the modern audience was  both more discrinrina- 
t i ng  and more emcting, and it  rejected the sur fe i t  of plays dealing 
with the petty, cormonplace problems of kolkhoz o r  industr ial  l i f e ,  
and the bare propqpmb, a g i t h  type of play, the whole purpose of 
whose plot was t o  serve as a peg upon a i c h  t o  hmg same ideological 
principle J instead, it demanded something which appealed t o  i t s  
growing cultural  demands and a return t o  that  technique i n  the hand- 
l i n g  of the development of human conf l ic ts ,  which had produced such 
plays as Chekhw's "Three Sistersa and Ibeenls "Nora". 

Their f a i lu re  t o  recognise these new demnds and t o  meet them, 
the poor quality of t he i r  characterization and the pwerty  of their 
stereotyped, unnatural dialogue are  among the chief shortcomi~lgs of 
which the modern S w i e t  playwright was accused! and the  cr i t ics ,  it 
was contended, invariably r e w e d  every play with the ideological 
eye, concerning themselves prbmri ly  with the appropriateness of 
h s t  al legorical  stage figures and the correctness of the senti- 
ments expressed, rather than with r e a l  human characterization and the 
quality of the dranatic construction and writing. 

Salient features of the speeches by Russian  speaker^ 

A s  the principal o f f i c i d  speaker a t  the session, K. 3Fmonm 
was restrained and, t o  a certain degree, conventional. B u t w m e  
adhering t o  the principle that  the esseme of drama was the 
expeesion, in artistic form, of the ideas and conrl icte arising 
From the struggle for the a t t a iment  of Communism, and warning 
playwrights of the Union t o  avoid the fa l l ac ies  and p i t f a l l s  of 

'cosmopolitanism, he, too, protested a s i n s t  unreal formliSm and 
called for a truthful representation of present-day conditions, 
with neither distort ion,  embelli&mnt nor fear. Simnav - as  

lmst of thme who folluwed him - strongly condemned as danger- 
ous and unreal the "non-conflictn theory of dramatic presentation - the theory that the class struggle within the Union WBS already 
ended and that  i n  a classless society acute conflict of ideas and 
inner s tngglex were therefare no longer possible. This theon ,  
and the glossing w e r  of actual  cod i t i ons  had resulted, he said, 
i n  an inclination on the pal% of theatregoers t o  re@ the 
characters in a play as unnatural and inept in t h e i r  reactions t o  
the dramatic situations which conf'ronted them, aTd as -es O r  

aymbals rather than as  sentient human bein@. The charac te r iza t i a  



of Egrty workers, he thought, was part icularly poor. The Party 
off ic ia l  was invariably represented a s  a man of in tegr i ty ,  not 
because h i s  ab i l i t y  or character shmed him t o  be such, but ipso 
facto because he was a Party off ic ia l .  I n  most plays his  role 
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was res t r ic ted  t o  that  of a c r i t i c  and judge of other people; 
he was no longer l i f e l i ke ,  and he offended against a l l  the tenets  
of socia l is t  realism. 

The writer  Lavrenev stressed the narrm f ie ld  t o  which play- 
wrights r e s t r i c t ed  themselves i n  the selection of t he i r  themes. 
There were kolkhoz plays and plays on "production" themes, plays 
on "the construction of a Kakhovka damn and plays on "the 
cultivation of c i t rus  f'ruit. i n  the Criinean: but there was very 
l i t t l e  which portrayed the conflict of human emotions or the  
actions and reactions of l ive  hurnan beings. So m t e r i a l i s t i c  had 
the general background become that  mny plays were l i t t l e  more 
than sc ient i f ic  dissertat ions,  the proper uderstanding of which 
often der:anded high technical knowledge. One play, "The White 
Waggon", he said, actually contained whole extracts f'rom a 
sc ient i f ic  text-book on o i l  extraction. 

A certain Mikhalkov strongly attacked the a t t i t d e  of both 
c r i t i c s  and certain Party off ic ia ls .  The former, he said were 
prone t o  judge a play solely on the ideological or po l i t i ca l  l e i t -  
motif of i t s  plot and t o  ignore a l l  manifestation of emotion and - 
the portrayal of the complex nature of human behaviour. The 
l a t t e r ,  he f e l t ,  were both hyper-sensitive and too interfering. 

In support of h i s  arguments he quoted the instance of a play, 
inwhich a Second Secretary of the W t y  was described a s  being 

more intel l igent  than the First Secretary, and which on tha t  
account was roundly condemned by the c r i t i c s  fo r  the impropriety 
of its deviation from normal standards - Erst Secretaries being, 
a s  everybody knew, always of a higher grade of intelligence than 
thei r  subordinates. I n  another play which he quoted, a kolkho~ 
him confessed that ,  because of inadequate howledge, he f e l t  
himself incapable of managing one of the new type, large 
kolkhozes. The loca l  h r t y  authori t ies,  said the speaker, 
inmediately protested against the production of the play; most 
of tne local kolkhoz h ipmen ,  they asserted, had no special 
education, ard the production of t h i s  play would be tantamount t o  
an attempt t o  " s l aub t e r  the administrative cadres. " Cri t ics  
=re also very prone t o  oppose the production of any plays which 
dealt with such problems as  that of an implacable enmity between 
two families or of a socially unequal mrriage, problems which 
they persisted i n  remrding as  unreal and untrue t o  l i f e .  There 
=re s t i l l  plays such as  one i n  which the eon 06 a social ly 



prominent engineer was not allowed t o  marry, because his  dear 
mother oppsed the - t o  her - obvious .I.isalliance of marriage with 
a working g i r l .  And another, i n  which the young man, though m y  
i n  lave, refrained from mrr iage simply because he f e l t  that m y -  
ing into the g i r l  '8  farmly would jeoprdize  h i s  career. 

Other speakers were generally unanimous i n  t h e i r  condemtion of 
the prevalent forrnalism by which complex h m n  re la t ions  and con- 
f l i c t s  were reduced t o  trivial misunderstandings between, for 
example, a M y  man and a ~ a c t i c a l  economist, a Chairman of a Town 
Council and a Secretary of a T m  Committee and so on. 

The standpoint taken by Fadeyev was remarkable fo r  i t s  vigour 
and fighting spirit. He called for  implacable antagonism to  
bourgeois nationalism, cosmopolitanism and the harmful non-conflict 
theory. A t  present, he declared, the sharp edges of realism and the 
acute contradictions of confl ict ing human emotions were being 
smoothed aver and given a purely mechanical solution, and he demand- 
ed a bolder treatment of these complex problems. What was wanted, 
he said, were dramatic msterpieces which would not mre ly  t i t i l l a t e ,  
but would shock and upl i f t  the audience t o  a higher sp i r i tua l  lf:vf!l. 

Points fmm the speechee of Central Asian speakers 

Writers from the Central A s i a n  Republics were well represente# 
a t  the session, and the i r  po l i t i ca l ly  most ac t ive  members, Turmn- 
Zade Mirzo and Gaf'ur Myam, wefe elected t o  the new Presidium, 
which was t o  consist of 33 members. 

The Kazakh writer ,  M. Auezov, who had frequently been v i o l e n t l ~  
chit  icized for h i s  nwel  "Abain and for  his deviations from the 
orthodox Party interpretat ion of the p s t ,  propeed tha t  a theatre 
should be opened i n  Moecuw, devoted t o  the sponsoring of friendship 
b e m e n  the peoples of the  S w i e t  Union, a t  which the best plays bY 
the ent i re  brotherhood of Union authors should be produced i n  
Russian. 

He spoke emphatically of the extrem scarci ty of works on the 
theory of dram. The very farm of S w i e t  dramatic a r t ,  he f e l t ,  
m e  nebulous, and he tnought it was high t,% tha t  an authoritative 
and detailed definition of the theory and practice of dranatic 
construction should be produced. 

Later, on 1st December 1953, Auezov published an a r t i c l e  0x1 the 
theory of Soviet d, i n  which he dealt  more fully with the critic' 
isma he had made a t  the plenary session. Dr-, he maintained, me 
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-Lhe most e,mcting genre of a r t i s t i c  expression and had a r i g id i t y  
of form and construction, the laws of which were bumtable. He 
complained that ,  although i t s  structure was of majestic proportions 
and worthy of the  deepest study, no adequate analysis of the  various 
aspects of dramatic a r t  was included i n  the curriculum of the  more 
advanced schools, and tha t  even the basic works on the theory of 
l i tera ture  devoted but meagre space t o  the art of dramatic 
construction, The confl ict  of human emotions, he asserted was 
the basis of drama, and he recornended young wri ters  t o  study the 
dynamic structure of Gorki's emotional and h m  dramas, ra ther  
than t o  ape the unreal and petty squabbles, the fu t i l e  dialogue and 
the prrely r a t e r i a l i s t i c  mise-en-scene which characterized the 
majority of modern plays. 

The Kazakh writer ,  Mustaffin, concurred generally with the 
views already expressed r e w i n g  the fal lacy of the non-conflict 
theory, the f u t i l i t y  of the  mater ia l i s t ic  "proauction" type of 
play and poured r idicule on a play by the Razakh dramatist, 
Imnjapov, inwhich the problem of creating a new breed of sheep 
was the basis of the whole plot. He broke new ground, however, 
i n  drawing at tention t o  the extremely low quality of the trans-  
lations of Russian c lass ics ,  which had resulted i n  the enforced 
withdrawal of plays by even such masters a s  Gorki himself and 
Ostrwski, He a lso  pleaded for a strengthening of the exis t ing 
t i e s  between Moscm theat r ica l  c i rc les  and the Soviet Writers' 
Union of Kazakhstan. 

Mirshakar, the representative from Tadzhikistan, concentrated 
his  attack on the damage caused t o  the d r m t i c  a d  of his 
republic by the non-conflict theory. Tadzhik wri ters ,  he said, 
had thereby been induced t o  re@ idy l l i c  l i f e  a s  the only 
possible subject for  a r t i s t i c  representation, t o  avoid any 
conflict between g o d  an3 ev i l  a s  being no longer typical of 
Soviet conditions and t o  r e s t r i c t  such types of controversy t o  
a portrayal merely of varying d e e e e s  of  goodness. When, for 
example, a Tadzhik writer  r ea l i s t i ca l ly  describedl%he wrinkled 
face of a seventy year old Tadzhik woman," he was inmediately 
accused of d is tor t ing the b a g e  of a venerable Soviet lady. 

Only three new plays had been recently produced, he said,  
and though the i r  subjects varied s l ight ly ,  t he i r  plots  were 
non-existent, the i r  t r ea tmnt  was comonplace ard t h e i r  
chracter iza t ion stereotyped; all t h e e  portrayed the con- 
ventional eff icient  Fhrty worker, the er r ing kolkhoz Chairman, 
the progressive Btakhanovite women workers and the old W-n 
and a . l a h s  s t i l l  burdened with outworn rel igious inhibitions. 



Local ta lent ,  the speaker declared, was plentiful ; but the elementary 
technique of d ramt ic  construction d theat r ical  was 
wholly lac-, md he called upon the Moscm l i t e r a ry  journals to  
prhlish a seriea of detailed and comprehensive a r t i c l e s  on dramatic 
a r t  for the guidance and instruction of local  playwrights. 

AWamomunov f r o m  Kirgizia was i n  co@plete agreerent with the 
arguments and criticisms vaicad by previous speakers, and beyond 
quotjng several amusing examples i n  support of the general arguments, 
he contributed nothing original t o  the discussions. 

In  contrast t o  the majority of speakers, Yashen, the Uzbek 
repesentative,  was l e s s  c r i t i c a l  and thought that  much had already 
been achieved in h is  republic t o  promote dramatic art, though mch, of 
course, s t i l l  remained t o  be done. He deplared the fact t h a t  for 
several years no new play by an Uabek author had been approved for 
production; and for t h i s  he blamed the  system of o f f ic ia l  control 
and approval a t  present i n  force. The republican government dep r t -  
ments which sanctioned the production of plays were not, he asserted, 
sufficiently pliant and yielding t o  the authors1 legitimate demands, 
and he advocated a system whereby authors would have the r ight  to  
negotiate di rect  with the theatr ical  m g e r s  for  the acceptance of 
thei r  plays. 

This suggestion m t  with unanimous a p ~ a w l ,  p r t i c u l m l y  from 
the delegates from Russia i t s e l f ,  where supervision and bureaucratic 
control were stronger than anywhere else and where authority was 
centralized i n  one single of f'ice i n  MOBCOW, frm which alone apgrmal 
for the production of a play could be obtained. The delaye caused 
by t h i s  bottle-neck were f'requently so great, t ha t  Russian writers a t  
times had recourse t o  a ruse, whereby they had t he i r  plays  translated 
into Uzbek and passed through the l e m  busy Tashkent office more 
d f ' t l y  than would have been the case i n  Moecm. 

Pashen pressed strongly for theat r ical  emancipation. He wish* 
the theatres t o  be the  arbi ters  of t he i r  own repertoiree and thei r  
mnagers t o  be Freed from a bureaucrabic control, which both 
restr icted the f i e ld  of selection of plays and delayed the i r  
presentation. 

The Turkmn writer ,  Mukhtarw, whose speech was described in the 
P e e s  as a sharp and intriguing exposition of the  ev i l s  besetting the 
theatre, imeighed against the unjustifiable interference of o f f ich l  
supenrision comdttees, which, though they were ignorant of even the 
rudiments of d ramt ic  construction, frequently intervened a d  imieted 
on alterat ions i n  thenre, dialogue and character. 



It is,  of course, as yet too early t o  expect repercussions 
from the Central Asian Press t o  the d ras t i c  change of approach 
t o  l i t e ra tu re  which the Moscow session almost unanimously 
advocated. It can, hmever, be safely assumed tha t  these reper- 
cussions, when they do come, w i l l  be both interest ing and 
far-reaching, and w i l l  very probably lead t o  considerable 
revaluation of some inflated l i t e r a r y  reputations. 

Meanwhile it i s  of  in teres t  t o  note that  many of the almost 
revolutionary changes advooated were not aired for the f i r s t  t i m e ,  
as  might be supposed, a t  the Moscm session, but had been the 
subject of discussion i n  Central Asian l i t e r a ry  c i rc les  for some 
considerable time; and this applies part icularly t o  the Uzbek 
drama, t o  the lack of l i t e r a ry  appreciation among dramatic c r i t i c s ,  
and t o  the res t r i c t ive  and in terfer ing practices of P a r e  off ic ia ls .  

In  a recent a r t i c l e ,  on confl ict  i n  the drarna, fo r  instance, it 
was clearly shown that  the dramatists of Uzbekistan in the early 
days a f t e r  the revolution had faithflilly fo l lmed the best examples 
of Russian c lass ica l  drama and had studiously learned frm them 
the basic principles of d r amt i c  construction and presentation. 

The plays by Hama H a k i m  Zade Niyazi, for example, became very 
popular, because they reflected the real, and not the imginary, 
conflicts of the l i f e  of a defini te h is tor ica l  epoch. In "Bai 
and Batrak", centred round the acute struggle between a @& and 
his hired labourer, Hamza succeeaed i n  portraying the revolution- 
ary development and the graving conmamist leanings a d  teachings 
i n  an "attractive and subtlew form. Of equal merit, except tha t  
i t s  denouement was d r m t i c a l l y  son~what weak, was the opera, 
"Gulsaryn by Yashen. 

This high quality was maintained during the immediate post- 
w a r  years. Such plays a s  "Silk Suzannen by A.Kahhar, Vhe 
Dawnm by N.Sofrsuov and "Novbahorn by Uigun were acclaimed by 
the public, though they were not without blemish fram the point 
of view of dramatic constmction. 

In "The Dawnn, gofr?onav Is characterization of General 
Kuropatkin and the merchant, Azizbai, a s  representatives of a p s t  
era i n  a l l  i t s  reactionary essence, was excellent ; but he fai led 
adequately t o  draw the characters of the future, looming on the 
immediate horizon, the worlaren ard peasants girding themselves 
for the struggle far a bet ter  l i f e .  Uigun's "Novbahorw gave a 
vivid picture of l i f e  on a post-- kdkhoz, but finished very 
makly and unsatiaf'yingly on a note of pure compromiee. 



Insistence on the non-conflict theory inevitably induced deteriora- 
t ion in the quality of dramatic production. In Uzbekistan, as 
elsewhere i n  the Union, there was still dishonesty, laziness, 
pi lfering of socialized property, and the feudal a t t i tude towards 
women persisted, But o f f i c ia l ly  the existence of scoundrels, 
bureaucrats and reactionaries was regarded a s  incompatible with the 
new Soviet era and the i r  representation on the stage a s  out of place. 

Thus, the legitimate demands of realism i n  dramatic presentation 
were discarded, an idea l i s t i c  treatment of l i f e  was substituted, and 
the f inal  resul t  was a crop of plays - by Hamraev, Me~kumov, Babadzh- 
anav, Mukhamedw, t o  mntion a few typical examples - which were 
unreal in t h e i r  d r amt i c  si tuations,  expressionless i n  t he i r  dialogue 
and devoid of any characterization,action or d r a m t i c  tension. 

During the l a s t  few years, the a r t i c l e  concludes, not one single 
play has been written which s a t i s f i e s  the grapping aes thet ic  d e d s  
of the public. 

I n  conclusion, i t  would seem that  the revisionist  theories 
expressed with such force and unanimity a t  the Moscow plenary 
session may well have a swift and far-reaching effect  on the whole 
trend of Soviet l i t e r a ry  and dramatic a r t ,  and i t s  eventual reper- 
cussions on the drama and theatre of Central Asia should provide 
illuminating material for  a future a r t i c l e  i n  this Review. 

Sources. 

2. Central Asian Press. 



AGRIC LlLTURE 

U Z B E K I S T A N  

MECHANIZATION OF CO'ITON HARVESTING 

In recent months the Central Asian press has devoted a number of 
ar t ic lee  t o  the  mechanization of cotton cult ivation now being under- 
taken i n  Uzbekistan and other cotton producing areas of the  Soviet 
Union. 

The figures quoted for the whole of Central Asia and Azerbaidzhan 
shew that i n  the period l94D - 1952, mechanization had increased by 
47 per cent, the average yaeld per hectare by 6 centners and the 
to ta l  output of raw cotton by 70 per cent, A t  the same time it i s  
pointed out that  this progress has been neither general nor uniform. 
The u t i l i za t ion  of available harvesting machinery i s  far f'rm wide- 
spread and i n  a number of cotton es ta tes  harvest yields remined 
very low, In 1952 as  m a n y  a s  18 per cent of the cotton graving 
kolkhozes i n  Uzbekistan gathered only from 10 t o  15 centners per 
hectare, while 7.4 per cent did not even reach tha t  figure. 

On some of the mcdernized and enlarged kolkhozes i n  Tadzhikistan 
and Uzbekistan, and especially on sovkhoz lands where labour i s  
organized on industr ial  l ines  a d  i s  more regimented, r esu l t s  huwever 
were good. In  1952, of 2153 kolkhozes 525 had produced ober 25 cent- 
ners per hectare a d  some even went up t o  35. I n  the Denau raion 
the average wae 33 centners. During the f i r s t  20 days of harvesting 
l a s t  autumn, the 47 harvesters of the Shakhriszyabz M.T.S. had been 
used on 1200 hectares and had gathered 1773 tons of raw cotton or 
we r  380 centners per machine, which vas considered a good average. 

These higher yields of the larger  kolkhozes were taken in to  
account by the 19th Party Congress i n  Moscow when fmnulating i ts  
directives for the current five-year plan. This st ipulated a 55 t o  
60 per cent increase i n  the output of BELW cotton and an average 
yield of 26 - 28 centners per hectare i n  Central Asia and Southern 
Kazakhstan. To a id  the h a m s t i n g ,  &ern machinery was t o  be 
introduced on a more extensive scale. In  p r t i c u l a r  emphasis W a s  
la id  on cotton harvesters which could be profitably used w e r  large 
and unbroken t r a c t s  of land not cut up by the network of permanent 
irr igation canals. 

Production of SKhM-48 

Of the various -sting machines, including the SKhP-48 
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(P for  pnewmtic), which have been t r i e d  out, the SKhM-48 has shown 
i t s e l f  t o  be the most eff icient  and labour-saving. I n  the f i r s t  
experiments, inwhich a Vniversal" t r ac to r  was used, t h i s  harvester 
gathered 85 per cent of the crop on a f i e ld  suitable f o r  mechanized 
harvesting. In  a single day it proved capable of collect in2 from 
21.5 t o  37.7 centners. Since these trials, an improved type, the 
SKIM-48N has been exhibited a t  agricultural  shms but has not yet 
gone in to  se r ia l  production. 

It has been estimated t ha t  the harvesting of cotton takes up 50 
per cent of a l l  the labour hours required in  i t s  cult ivation;  th i s  
i n  i t s e l f  explains the significance of the SKhM-48 now being a s s -  
produced a t  Tashselmash. The selection of this part icular  plant for 
the manufacture of harvesters i s  p~rt  of the policy of the Union, t o  
keep production of specialized machinery a s  near a s  possible t o  the 
areas where they are t o  be used. Furthermore, Tashkent i s  the centre 
for the cotton zone, and labour cadres fo r  increased prduct ion are 
readily available. 

Mechanization 

Althou& the mechanical plou&ng, cult ivation and harvesting of 
cotton has fa l len  short of the norms fixed for 1952 and 1953, 
mechanization of agriculture i n  the five republics has been proceed- 
ing apace. 121,000 t rac tors  (reokoning on a 15 h.p. basis) are now 
working on Central Asian f i e lds  together with 23,000 combines and 
other auxiliaries. The present allotment i n  Uzbekistan i s  I 4  
t ractors for  every 1000 hectares and it i s  expected that by 1955 the 
hamesting of cottqn by nachimry wi l l  reach 60 o r  even 70 per cent* 
Judging, h m e r ,  by current performances and p s t  resu l t s  t h i s  W 
be an optimistic target. In  1950 for  instance 177 M.T. and 15 
sovkhoz stat ions participated i n  the mechanical cult ivation of cotton9 
but managed t o  extend t he i r  operations t o  only 6.1 per cent of the 
t o t a l  work involved. By 1951 t h i s  had increased t o  9.1 per cent. 
In 1953, 243 M.T. s tat ions were already i n  operation but were ha*- 
capped by defects both i n  management and machines which considerablY 
W e d  the work. The first Akhunbabaev i n  Fergana had i n t r d u c d  
mechanization on 22 per cent of the area under cotton cultivation 
had reaped 59 hectares with each harvester, w h i l e  the Second Mdotov 
averaged 83.7 hectares and the Fi re t  Chinaz 68. Individual drivers 
operating from these stat ions had i n  some cases managed t o  collect 
111 tons and a t  the First N a w n g a n  135 tons. I n  1951 a t  t h i s  &icu- 
l a r  s ta t ion 47 harvesters averaged 68 tons per machine, which meant 
a saving of 13 to  32 working days per hectare i n  ploughmg, cultiva- 
t ion and harvesting. 
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The present target  s e t  for  every kolkhoz farmer i s  t o  handle 
seasonally with the help of M.T. stations and mechanical equiprent 
from 2 to  3 hectares devoting not more than 60 days t o  work on each 
hectare. 

Shortage of trained personkl  

In a number of Uebek raions there seems t o  be a pronounced short- 
age of experts i n  agricultural  science and of lm-grade technicians. 
  he ~ i r s t - ~ u i b ~ s h e v - M . T  .s. i s  short of  124 tractorivere and the 
knee and Kungrad stat ions of 64 Diesel operators, while i n  the 
republic a s  a *ole the shortage of foremen supemising t rac tor  
brigades exceeds 250 men. 

The summons 'Back t o  the land' sounded a t  the 19th Farty Congress 
in Moscow hag not so fkr met with any vigorous response from the 
agricultural experts and technicians of Central Asia. In  m a -  
k lpakia  for  instance, of 200 kolkhoz chairmen only 24 had any 
agricultural or general education worth mention, while the consider- 
able number of 709 specia l is ts  registered i n  the Republic continued 
t o  cling t o  the comforts and amenities of the c i t i e s .  Most of th- 
Would. rather work a t  0d.d jobs a s  radio engineers, broadcasting 
amaxurcem or economic advisere t o  the mny t rus te  operating i n  the 
t- than go out in to  the country. The loca l  authori t ies deci&ed 
to transfer t o  the r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  184 agronomiets, 77 veterinary 
surgeons ard a number of technicians but this move has barely Iregun. 
Of 153 agricultural experts with university degrees only one or two 

80 fe r  l e f t  the i r  office chaim for the rough and active l i f e  
of a kolkhoz mnager o r  i t inerant  agronomist. 

The complaint has been mde that  local  party, soviet d 
republican o f f i c ia l s  have i n  a number of cases ref'rai.ned f rom 
assieting those who had decided t o  leave the t a m s  a d  take up work 
in  the country, There were some among them whose transfer  t o  
koUrha~e6 had already been gazetted i n  government publications but 
even th i s  f ina l  formality did nat always induce the i r  immebate 
chief's t o  release them, or the kolkhoz adminietration t o  provide 
Suitable amenities. 

Of the ~ c h a n l c s  and technicians already a t  wark i n  the country 
V have no previous p r a c t i d  experience and so~lle a re  not even 

qualified. As a result, i n  rmny raions, considerable loases 
m e  incurred in tk hamesting of cotton through breakdowns. 
Occasionally, M s t e r s  working i n  the f i e lds  b e c m  to t a l l y  
b b i . l i z e d  and the work then h s  t o  be taken aver by the pickers. 
*t the Secod AlWAryk :;tation these b r e a k d m  were a t  times 80 

f r e ~ n t  that h a m e t e r e  were used t o  lese  than 25 per cent of the 



planned norm. 

Training 

The t ra in ing of young technicians and agronomists seems t o  be far  
from eff ic ient .  In  Khorezm and the Kara-Kalpak ASSR, of 450 men 
called up for advanced training as  combine and t rac to r  drivers only 
140 had so far  arrived f'rom the i r  kolkhozes or M.T. stations. These 
included some whose education was of such a l a w  standard a s  t o  render 
them wholly unf i t  for  an ad~anced course. 

In  the slack seasons 'seminarst i , e . ,  courses of practical  studies, 
have been organized, but attendance had been cut f'rom 70 t o  14  hours 
which i s  much too short a time t o  acquire a sound operational, and 
maintenance knowledge of a harvester, Moreover these tseminarst 
were i n  some cases quite ineffective a s  the instructors had not been 
provided with machines for demonstration and practice purposes. In  
Khorezm and Kara-Kalpdcia !seminars 'there was not a single SKhM-48 
harvester which the men attending the 'seminar 'cuuld study and operate. 
A t  the Khiva Agricultural College the s i tuat ion was even worse as  the 
machines available on which the students were t o  practise had not 
been assembled and were ms t ing  i n  t he i r  sheds. Even the Tashkent 
VUZI are said t o  have graduated students d io  did not understand even 
the rudiments of the new techniques which &re progressively being 
applied i n  the mechanization of agriculture. Their t raining i s  i n  
the main of a general nature and mostly theoretical.  *om the 
Tashkent Polytechnic, t o  mention but one case, not a single student 
graduated t h i s  year as  a specia l is t  i n  the construction and mainten- 
ance of agricultural machinery, a subject which i s  naw included i n  
most curricula of the Agricultural Colleges of the Union. 

Sprayinp. of the cotton-plants 

The most .important stage i n  ~llachine harvesting i s  the spraying of 
the cottor, plant leaveB. This l a s t s  from 10 - 12 days and can be 
done by hand, by tractor-dram equipent  or by a i rcraf t .  The l a t t e r  
met.hd i s  becoming more popular as  with the better-equipped planes 
greater quantities of the spraying f luid can be carried and 8 

larger area covered. Nevertheless the res t r i c ted  period i n  which 
spraying has t o  be done makes the use of a i rc ra f t  rather costly. 

The plants are sprayed with a solution of calcium cyanamide. 
This causes them t o  shed the i r  leaves i n  a manrrer not unlike thei r  
natural f a l l  i n  the autumn. A t  the same time calcium c y a d d e  
improves the soil a d  accelerates the growth of cotton without 
affecting i t s  quality. On an average, the percentage of selected 
wades reaches 8 per cent while the proportion of f i r s t  grades i s  
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not lowered. 

To synchronize the work of harvesting and spraying kolkl~oz 
managers have to make all necessary preparations before harvesting 
begins. In some cases these are completed on t be, In Ak-Kurgan 
for,iqstance, the raikom organized the preparation of landing- 
strips for the spraying planes, provided suitable accommodation for 
the pilots and attending personnel and obtained sufficient supplies 
of the spraying fluid. Civil Aviation units working in cooperation 
with other kolkhozes have been less successful. Within the zone of 
the Second Khavast M.T .S. no adequate preparations were made by the 
autm. Cash credits obtained by some of the kolkhozes from the 
State Bank for the purchase of chemicals were used up for other 
purposes and consignments of calcium cyanamide stored with the bank 
could not be moved. 

Civil Aviation pilots were supposed to be paid in advance. In 
practice, however,-this was oftennot done5 &d in the First Y a a -  
Y d  , P~kent and Second and Third Syr-Da rya M .T .S. pilots wasted 
much time waiting for payment. 

Utilization of harvesting machines 

In spite of obvious advanoes in mechanization, available 
mechanical equipment has not been used to its fdl capacity. In 
Rhorezm for instance, of 967 available machines not more than 110 
to 140 were in daily use, and during the last five days of 
harvesting no machines were used at all. The explanation given 
by kolkhoz chairmen, agronomists, M.T.S. directors, and not least 
by the cotton cultivators themselves, was that in 1953 Uzbekistan 
had a bumper crop and the requirements of the State Plan could be 
met without recourse to machinery. 

Besa reports ham also told of deliberate attempts by 
kolkhoz administrators and others to slow d m  the rate at which 
harvesters were to be used. On 24th September 1953 it was 
alleged that the Secretary of the Chinaz raion had ordered the work 
of 3 hamesters at the Kamnovich kolkhoz to be stoppedj and 
that in spite of the achievements of individual kolkhozes, such 
as the Kkov in Oklyabr mion where 15 harveeters were accomplish- 
ing the work of 600 kolkhozniks, in the whole of Uzbekistan 
aPProxinately 6000 harvesters were still not being used. A 
further report published on 30th September for the whole of 
VerkhneChirchik raion showed that harvesters had been used on a 
total of only 129 hectares and had brought in 55 tons of raw 
cotton, that is about 3 tons per machine only. 
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Hand-picking of cotton i n  sprayed f i e l d s  has a lso  persisted i n  the 
Chinabad, Izbaskent, Pakhtar-Abad and Andizhan raions. This mant 
that large sums of money spent i n  spraying cotton by QDN machines 
or from the a i r  has been wasted, a s  much of the f ine  technical 
equipment available for harvesting remained unused. I n  progress 
reports these facts  were often obscured. The d i rec to r  of the Second 
Kara-Uzyak s ta t ion  reported that  his harvester unit  had warked to  
his complete sa t is fact ion on an area o f100  hectares a d  collected 
270 centners of cotton, but according t o  press reports  this was 
quite incorrect a s  not a single centner had been collected by 
harvesters in the area specified. 

The papers a l so  c r i t i c ized  the opinions of cer ta in  responsible 
Khorezm workers who maintained tha t  conditions i n  t h e i r  areas were 
not suitable for  a f'ull and productive use of harvesters. This, 
the papers claimed, was nonsense a s  on the Andreev kolkhoz drivers 
had harvested between 33 and 43 hectares and had collected from 40 
t o  60 tons of cotton, which shewed t ha t  mechanical harvesting could 
be made much ~ m r e  effective. 

It i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  a s s i w  precise reasons for the evident failure 
t o  use mechanical harvesters t o  fill capacity, but from the 
complaints which appear from time t o  time i n  the press the f o l l d n g  
must be regarded a t  l eas t  a s  contributory causes: insufficient  
publicity given t o  Party directives and the advantages of 
mechanization; ignorance and irresponsibil i ty of many of the kolkhoz 
and M.T.S. mnagers; shortage of trained personnel; and l a s t l y  the 
fear  of the ordinary peasant-farmer t h a t  the large-scale introduc- 
t ion  of mchinely with i t s  consequent reduction i n  manpower, wi l l  
in the long run destroy the* t radi t ional  means of livelihood by 
depriving them of f u l l - t i m  employment i n  a l l  the operations of 
cult ivation and harvesting. 

S alrce s . 
1. Khlopko~mdstvo, December, 1953. 

2. Central A s i a n  Press. 



CULTURAL AND WLITICAL AmAIR3 UZBEKISTAN 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS IN KHOREZM 

Much new l igh t  has been thrown on the ear ly  history of Khorezm - 
better hm t o  the outside world under the old name of Khiva - a s  
a result of archaeological and ethnographic surveys carried out in 
the area since 1937. These have shown that during a period s ta r t ing  
b e h e n  the 8th and 6th centuries before Christ and extending t o  the 
5th or 6th century A.D. , Khorezm, l ike  many Western countries, went 
through a stage i n  which i ts  sooial and economc l i f e  depended on a 
system of slavery before p s s i n g  on t o  a feudal organization of 
society. It a lso  shuws t h a t  a high l eve l  of culture, quite d i s t inc t  
from Iranian and Arab culture, bad developed, a fact  which was t o  
influence the l i f e  of both Iran and the Arab countries. During t en  
centuries of great in te l lec tual  ac t iv i ty  the  region numbered among 
i t s  leading l igh t s  such figures a s  bfuhmmd-ibn-&sa-al-Khorezmi , 
fourder of the "so-called Arab mathematicsw, and Abu-Reikhan-al- 
Biruni-al-Khorezmi , described a s  "the greatest encyclopaedist of the 
Middle Ages. * Aerial surveys h m e  been d e r t a k e n  t o  supplement the 
Fork of surface expeditions with the  resu l t  that  a s  many a s  200 s i t e s  
of historic importance have been located ranging from ancient ruins t o  
the mediaeval for t i f ica t ions  of Zhany-Dazya and Kuvan-3Jarya i n  Kara- 
Kalpekia. 

Surveys undertaken and ~ e p o r t s  issued 

The f i r s t  archaeological expeditPons t o  the regLon were i n  the 
period from 1937 t o  194.0. After the war there were expeditions dllring 
the period frpm 1945 t o  1948~ and more recently there have been 
fh thr  expeditions i n  1950, 1951 and 1952, i n  which prospecting was 
a l ~ o  undertaken for future work on promising s i t e s .  Reports on work 
done i n  the pre-war years and i n  1945 were examined a t  the  General 
Assembly of the Acadeqr of Sciences of the USSR on 4 th  June 1946. I n  
1952 the o f f i c ia l  a cc~un t  of the 1945-1948 excavationg, a 650-pge 
volume edited by Profeesor 3.P. Tds tuv  and T.ALhaanko, appeared 
M e r  the auspices of the Acadeq. The report ,  ent i t led  
kkheologiche skiye i Etnomaf j.ch skiye Raboty Khorezrnskoi Expedit s i i  . 
-,, includes sixteen separate studies on various aspects of 
the work done, ranging from ornamental beads t o  the fauna of ancient 
Khorezm. Both editors,  it should be mentioned, had been with the 
expedition i n  the f i e l d ,  and professor To ls tw has writ ten two further 
articles which have app&red i n  +.he Vestnik Ahdemii Nauk. The first 
of these, i n  issue No. 4 of 1952, cavers work done i n  1950-1951. The 
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second a r t i c l e ,  which appeared i n  issue NO. 8 of 1953, deals with the 
work of the 1952 expedition under Professor Tolstov, which was in the 
t l e l d  between hfarch and November, with a s t a f f  of 82 sc ient is ts  and 
technicians and about 150 labourers. 

Aims of the 1945-1948 Expedition 

The objects of the work t o  be done i n  the 1945-1948 period were 
stated a t  the time of the Academy of Sciences review i n  1946. They 
were, f i r s t l y ,  the organhation of excavation on a large scale on 
the s i t e s  of the great ruins of ancient Khorezm s tar t ing with the 
200-roomed Toprak-Kala palace, the temple and the residential area 
of the tmt and secondly, prospecting operations, hudreds of 
kilometres in to  the desert ,  using a i r c r a f t  for  the f i r s t  time. This 
involved the Brploration of the old r iver  beds of Zhany-Darya and 
Kuvan-Darya i n  Il;yzyl-Kum, and of the Uzboi i n  the ma-Rum and the 
Ust-Urt plateau, a l l  of which lay along the principal routes leading 
from the countries of the East, via Khorezm, t o  %stern Europe. 

Discoveries i n  Khorezm and the desert region 

Very good progress was reported i n  the excavation work a t  
Toprak-Kala during 1946-1949. More than 130 hal ls ,  roome and 
corridors were excavated on two floors of the p l a c e  and i n  three 
of i t s  towers, accounting for about 7,500 aquare m t r e s  of i t s  
11,000 square metres of f loor space. Besides finding mch material 
bearing on domestic l i f e ,  the mrkers  discovered hitherto unhm 
specimens of Rhorezml sculpture, coloured paintings and long-sought 
Khorezmi ~llanuscripts - all of the 3rd century A.D. 

The ae r i a l  and motorcar survey acroes the  myl-Kum, Kara-KD 
and Ust-Urt deserts covered aver 15,000 kilometres i n  various 
directions and led t o  the f ini ing of 200 s i tes .  The expedition 
i t s  awn contribution t o  the solution of the p z l e  of the Uzboi 
r iver  valley. It discovered two ear ly  mediaeval trading and 
strategic routes fran Khorezm t o  the Volga ,  whj.ch had been pruVidea 
with stone foI-tresses and c a r a m s e r a i s  in the  10th and early l l t h  
centuries. I n  addition, the system of border fort if ications,  dating 
back t o  the sarrre period, designed t o  protect Khorezm from invasion 
by nomdic peoples, was surveyed and described by the expedition. 

Contribution t o  ethnolom 

The study of s i t e s  located in the watershed of the Amu-Darya 
and Syr-Darya valleys, has made poasible some reconetruction, if 
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only i n  very general terms for  the present, of the histcrry of the 
ancient tr ibes which inhabited the region. These people, the 
forerunners 01' the Turlanens , Kara-Kalpaks and Kazakhs , l ived i n  
this  area *om the f i r s t  millenium B.C;. t o  the l a t e r  Middle Ages. 
Fhulty and conflicting l is ts  of ,ethnic names by Polibius, Strabon, 
Fliny, Ptolemy and Trogus Pompeius have been replaced by others 
which are considered more accurate. For emmple the limits of the 
terr i tory of the Augassii t r ibe  have been determined. 

Further expeditions sanctioned 

The finding of so many s i t e s  encouraged tb Acadew of Sciences 
t o  organize new expeditions on a wide scale, Selected promieing 
s i tes  were t o  be excavated, while further pospecting operations 
were t o  be carried out i n  other areas i n  search of f resh  f i e lds  
for work. 

The 1950-1951 expedition 

Following the publication of the decision of the Council of 
Ministers of the USSR on the construction of the b i n  Turlc~~len 
Canal, archaeological prospecting was begun i n  the zone. The area 
cavered the lands of the  ancient i r r iga t ion  network i n  the western 
outskirts of the Khorezm oasis and the cultivated band of Takhia- 
Tash and Kunya-Urgench raions of Tashauz oblast . 

The expedition l e f t  Nukus on 9th October 1950 and poceeded 
w e s M .  A t  Airtam, and especially a t  Kdaly-Gyr along the 
inner vmlls of the stronghold, a number of ossuaries were 
&scwered i n  a special b u r i d  house. These were of several 
types) rectangular stone, pottery, s o n  on four legs  and others 
legless, basket-shaped on three legs and others made of gray clay 
a d  c m r e d  with alabaster ornaments. 

Of particular in teres t  ms one of the tawers of Ralaly*. 
This identif ied a s  a 'dakhma' or 'tower of silence' i n  which 
the bodies of the dead were placed prior t o  the burial of the  
cleaned bones in the oesuaSy. One of the round chambers of the 
dakhm was found of hwmn bones. Under the f loor of this 
chamber m s  a cmplicated system of ps9ages pesunably 
for ventilation. and the removal of decomposed bodily remiins. 

All these burial  b u i l ~ n s  represent the most  ancient monu- 
ment of' Zoraastrian h e r a l  r i t e s ,  a s  all the ossuaries hitherto 
discwered i n  Central Asia a d  elsewhere have been claseified a s  
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belongjmg t o  p e r i d s  ncrt e a r l i e r  than 500 A.D., while the Kalaly-Gyr 
r e l i c s  go back t o  between the 4 th  and 3rd centuries B.C. This would 
seem t o  substantiate the claim of Marquart and Barthold t ha t  Khorezm 
was the most ancient centre of the  Zoroastrian rel igion.  

The 1952 expedition 

In 1952 a -her Khorezm expedition was in the f i e l d  under Prof. 
Tolstw. It included s i x  statioxtary excavation e i e s  and three 
mobile survey par t ies  and i t s  scope ranged in point of time from the 
neoli thic period t o  the l a t e  Middle Ages and in area fram the old 
i r r i - t ion lands of the Turtkul region of the Kara-Kdmk ASSR to  
the estunpy of the Uzboi. 

Four of the part ies warked on the ruins discovered in the Upper 
Uzboi basin, the remains of the ancient i r r iga t ion  network of 
Saryhmysh and on the ruins i n  the  area of the ancient Chermen-Yab 
canal. Five pal-ties undertook the  excavation of the better-haWn 
s i t e s  along the r ight  hank of the Amu-Darya i n  the old town of 
Koy-Krylgan-Kala and elsewhere. The r e su l t s  obtained throw much 
l i gh t  on the  l ink between the development of the t e r r i t o ry  and i t s  
hydrography, and a l so  on the art and culture of Khorezm dur- 
certain little-known periods, 

U p r  Uzboi remains 

Some deta i l8  Of the work of individual groups deserve mention. 
The Kugunek party, which was concerned with t h e  primitive culture 
of the upper Uzboi valley, discwered and explored 4.0 settlements 
of the neoli thic and bronze ages i n  the valley and i n  the old lake 
area, a s  w e l l  a s  five camps i n  the takyr area i n  the vic ini ty  of the 
Zaunguz plateau, 25 h. eas t  of the Uzboi. These go t o  show that  
the shores of the r iver  were thickly populated be meen 3000 B. C. 
1,000 B.C. The theory, formulated in 1951, that  by about the m i W - e  
of the f i r s t  millenium B.C. the picture of the valley underwent a 
defini te change with the camplete disappearance of the se t t led  
population, has thus been confirmed. But remins  which might have 
thrown some l igh t  on the culture of this and l a t e r  periods were Very 
scarce. They were i n  fac t  limited t o  the s i t e s  of the camps of 
Scythe-Massaget nomadic t r ibes  usually situated a t  some distance 
from the river-bed. 

A certain amount of information on the  mediaeval history of the 
m e y  was obtained Prom the Talaikhan-Ata caravanserai, north of 



the Kurtysh ravine. Here the direction of the r i v e r  changes f'rom 
meridional to  la t i tudinal .  Half of the surface area of the 
caravanserai was excavated i n  1952 and i t s  period and planning were 
determined. It was built not l a t e r  than the bbginning of the 11th 
century, destroyed during the Mongol invasions a t  the beginning of 
the 13th century, rebuil t  by the erd of the 13th century and 
finally abandoned early i n  the 15th century. 

The 3wkaiqsh  i r r igat ion system 

The Sarykamysh party studied the ancie lit i r r iga t ion  neinoxk 
along the western and eastern borders of the Sarykamysh syncline, 
a network discwered i n  1950 by ae r ia l  surveying. FYom the 
examination of the eas t ,  south-west a d  west shores of the 
Sazykamysh, the sources from which the system drew i t s  m t e r  and 
the date of its operation were ascertained. Nmrous  finds of 
pottery go back t o  between the 15th and ear ly  17th centuries, only 
one find relat ing t o  the 12th century; and confirmtion that  the 
canals have been in use i n  a re la t ively  modern p r i o d  i s  obtained 
f'rom the condition of the canal embnhent.  

The same party discmered a large ancient for t ress  near Kanta- 
guru, which dppnx'errt l y  drew water fram the Chermen-Yab and the 
North Daudan (-~arya) coming from the north. No siws of a n  
independent i r r igat ion system were found. 

Chermen-Yab Canal 

The old i r r igat ion systems of the western outskir ts  of the  
Khorezm oasis were investigated by the archaeological and 
topographical party of the 1952 expedition. Earl ier  11lateria.1~ 
collected between 1945 and 1948, had been collated and a schematic 
map was pbl i shed  i n  1948, i t  being understood that  a detai led 
map of the old canals would be prepared. la ter .  The zone of the 
ancient Chermen-~ab canal m e  the centre of the work i n  1952. It 
was p w e d  that the canal, originally brought in to  use by the 
6th century B.C., existed till the 4th century A.D. It was 
restored for a short period between the 12th and 13th centuries, 
when it was destroyed by the Mongolian invaders and abandoned 
thereafter. 

In the two widely-separated p r i o d s  i n  which the canal was i n  
Use, the difference i n  the scale and type of the buildings and 
other works is very evident. The mediaeval canal was 1mch 
Smaller than the ancient one. The old Chermen-Yab had an average 
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width of 12 metres, whereas the l a t e r  canal did not exceed 10 metres. 
The canals took t he i r  water from various sources, the beds of which 
had a common direction and varied t o  a considerable extent. The 
upper ~ r t  of the ancient canal bed i s  only traceable i n  the area 
located just  north of the ruins of Kyzylcha-Ma, where the course 
of the canal i s  l o s t  i n  the channel of the South Daudan, one of the 
beds of the Sarykanlysh del ta  of the Amu-Darya. 

Koi-Krylm-Kala, an ancient walled town 

One of the p i d i e s  of the 1952 expedition excavated the old tm 
of Koi-Krylgan-Kala, which dates back t o  between the 7th and 4th 
centuries B.C. It lay on the old canal which was an extension of 
the present-day Keltenrinar aryk i n  the T u r t k u l  raion of the M a -  
Kalpak ASSR. The tarm was circular  i n  design and 86.5 metres i n  
diameter. A high wall m t h  nine towers ran around it,  and i n  the 
centre was a high round building, 42 metres i n  diameter and provided 
with a f i r i ng  gallery with numerous narrow apertures. This two- 
storeyed central buiTiRing, i n  which an area of 1400 square metres 
was excavated, ~ u v i d e d  a r i ch  harvest of material. Storerooms wwe 
discwered containing pottery vessels and other receptacles of 
different  sizes,  often cavered with sculptured designs. There were 
ceramic khums used t o  hold wine, ceramic drlnking horns decorated 
with figures of horses and g r i f f i n s  and large flaeks with re l i e f  
figures. 

finds of sculpture were numerous. There were square funeral 
urns, or ossuaries with statues of seated figures, of half  l i f e -  
size. One of the khums had an inscript ion i n  characters of Ar-ic 
origin,  the most ancient so f a r  found i n  Central Asia. It i s  
apparently of the second century B.C. and consists of a name - 
Aspabarak or Aspabadak - of Iranian origin. 

Gyaur-Kah. a border stron&old 

Work a t  Gyaur-Kala, a fortress of the second century B.C. on the 
r ight  bank of the Amu-Darya, showed that t h i s  was a bode r  strong- 
hold, probably bui l t  by the rulers  of the Kushan empire, t o  protect 
the passage between the r ive r  and the mountains of the upper Khorezd 
region from attacks f'ram the north. 

The w a l l  of the northern side of the fortress is  i n  a good s ta te  
of preserration and provides a fine specimen of Khorezmi architec- . 
ture of the Kushan period. Ruins of rooms which probably a c c m o -  
dated fighting men can be seen along the northern wall. I n  the 
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north-western corner of the for t ress  i s  a large square hal l .  Its 
walls are plastered and covered with drawings. Stone-based 
columns support the f l a t  ceiling. 

Near the h a l l  was discovered a remarkable piece of sculpture, 
a well-modelled head i n  grey clay, one of the best examples of the 
rea l is t ic  sculpture of ancient Khorezm. Slightly over l i fe-s ize ,  
the head i s  that  of a bearded ram of about 30 wearing a peaked 
Scythian hat. 

The sculptures of Kunya-Uaz 

In the Uaz area, north of the upper Chermen-Yab, i s  the s i t c  of 
Kunya-Uaz , a 308-metre square settlement surrounded by a 10-metre 
brick w a l l .  The town inside is designed i n  the form of a cross 
and recent work has sham that the oldest of the layers  on the 
small area excavated dates back t o  the beginning of the Christian 
era. This shows that  a settlement existed here since about the 
Kangyui epoch, though most of the  finds have been of items of the 
Kushan and, more part icularly,  of the early Afrigid periods, that  
is the 4th and 5th centuries. 

Along the north-western w a l l ,  of which the  old towers are  well 
preserved, a r e  most of the mediaeval buildings i n  the tm (from 
the 9th t o  the early 11th century), but there i s  a l so  material 
belonging t o  a l l  periods of the tuwn's history, including the 
little-known 4th  and 5th centuries. Many ancient coins have a l so  
been unearthed here. 

Chambers of great in teres t  have been excavated i n  the upper 
layers of the central part of the s e t t l emn t ,  including a number 
of ceremonial halls with high brick fireplaces, deep niches and 
Sculptured alabaster wall ornaments. A bone plate found i n  one 
hall had erotic coloured miniatures executed with great sldll on 
both i t s  sides, These miniatures were the f i r s t  of t he i r  kind 
ever to be found i n  Central A s i a ,  Also found were the first 
specimens of stone sculpture - a female head and torso. These 
find8 shewed that  the arts had reached a high standard in those 
distant days. 

Shakh-Sanem and glass manufacture 

In the vicinity of the C'emn-Yab canal, the Shakh-3anenl 
s i t e  dominates the surrounding area from a height of nine metres, 
while the well-yresemed walls r i ee  t o  a height of 15 metres. 
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About eight kilometres t o  the north a re  the  remains of workshops 
which once produced glass and glassware t es t i fy ing  t o  early techni- 
c a l  progress i n  the area. 

Excavations undertaken a t  Shakh-Sanem included a number of 
individual houses a small i r r iga t ion  network (located mostly t o  the 
north of the townj and a large cemtery. The resu l t s  suggest that 
the settlerrent existed from between the 4th and 2nd centuries B.C. 
t o  the period of the Mongolian invasions i n  the 13th and 14th 
centuries A ,D. 

In the centre of the s i t e  are the remains of an old mosque 
r ichly  decorated with carved alabaster. The mihrab (prayer hiche) 
with i t s  open worked semi-columns i s  covered with ornaments and 
Arabic inscriptions. 

A well-preserved bronze ke t t l e ,  decorated with designs and 
inscript ions,  was one of the cooking utensi ls  found. There were 
a lso  glass vessels which must have been produced i n  the local  works. 

The town walls, erected i n  the 12th century appear t o  be even 
older, being different  *om the normal type of the period. The 
mediaeval stronghold of Yarbekir t o  the north-west shows the same 
trend: indeed excavations elsewhere, a s  a t  Kunya-Urgench, confirm 
that  there was a revival of ancient architectural  t radi t ions  i n  
the 12th and 13th centuries a s  well a s  a revival of ceramic a r t .  

The shops, workshops and refectories of Kunya-Urgench 

Work i n  Kunya-Urgench, the mediaeval capi ta l  of Khorezm, was 
centred on the Tash-Kala or  stone tm, an area t o  the south of 
the modern town. It i s  an irregular  polygon, roughly 600 metres 
by 800 metres surrourded by high ramprts and a deep moat. I n  
the 13th and l 4 th  centuries t h i s  was the cas t le  of Urgench tm, 
W c h  then occupied a much larger area under the  rule of the Khans 
of the Golden Horde. 

North of the stone tm are a big &th century minaret and 
mausoleums of the 12th t o  14th centuries. To the west and east 
of Tash-&la are  the rermins of large far t i f ica t ions  known as  
Khorez~p.Bag and Ok-Kala respectively . 

The residential  p w t s  of the town (circa 15th - 17th century) 
begin just inside the w a l l 8  a d  the m i n  s t ree t  leads t o  the .gates 
of Tash-Kala. An old caravanserai proves that  t h i s  was a big 
urban trade centre i n  those days and rnany shops and the workshops 
of craftemen have been traced. A t  a s t ree t  corner was a teashop 
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and i n  one of i t s  rooms were many earthen teapots and a cotton bag 
containing coins - the takings, no doubt, of the teashop. Ash- 
khanas or refectories, with large cauldrons for  cooking; bakeries 
with enormous ovensj f i sh  kitchens3 a blacksmith's shop and a 
public bath were among the other buildings excavated. 

Dwellings uncovered included small houses, preumably of tradesmen, 
as well as r ichly decorate& houses of the upper classes i n  which the 
walls were ornamented with alabaster ,  drawings and coloured paintings, 
But every house, big and small, had stone washstands, hearths and 
stone couches, similar t o  the so-called Chinese Khans and provided 
with heating . 

The material bearing on domestic l i f e  points t o  a c lea r  l ink 
between Khorezm and China a t  l e a s t  i n  the period between the 15th 
and 17th centuries. Many pieces of Chinese porcelain had Chinese 
inscriptions, Mention should be made of many a r t i c l e s  of glass, 
iron, bronze, bone and horn, a s  well a s  scales of bronze and i ron 
with stone weights. 

Work on the mediaeval minaret has shown that  the original  11th 
century structure was destroyed, l i ke  almost a l l  other buildings 
in  Urgench, during Gen&iz Khan's invasion and restored i n  the 14th 
century, Adjoining it are the walls of a large 11th century mosque 
partly restored with bricks made i n  the 14th century. 

Besides exploring the Tash-Kala area, the Kunya-Urgench p r t y  
studied the whole of the huge s i t e  of Kunya-Urgench, and i n  
p r t i c u l a r  the Ak-Ma for t ress ,  which ms probably the fortress- 
home of the Uzbek khans of ghorezm i n  the 16th and 17th centuries. 

Prospectins for new ~ i t e s  

Important prospecting operations were carried out by the 1952 
expedition, These included the Aibugir, Erbrun and but en-Tau 
areas, north of the S a r y w s h  syncline. A number of s i t e s  were 
discovered along the edges of the U s t - U r t  plateau and i n  the Buten- 
Tau hills. Important finds have been the s i t e s  of Aibugir-Kala and 
Buten-Tau-Kala. It has been shown that the limits of ancient 
aarezmi culture extended far t o  the west, t o  the south-eastern 
U s t - U r t  and t o  the eastern shore of the Sarykaqph. Havfng covered 
this  area, the expedition turned t o  the suuth-eastern shores of 
the Caspian Sea and the Adzhaib ravine, 

On Kunya-Ogurdzha, a sandy island i n  the I.mer course or the 
h h a i b ,  a tr ibutary of the Uzboi delta,  were discovered t races  of 
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a settlement established on a t r ac t  of land about 50 metres wide. It 
dates f 'mm between the l h t l ~  t o  16th centuries and ms abandoned after 
some disas ter  - possibly of a military nature. Remains of yurtas, 
wooden doors and large quantities of ceramic were found here and 
similar f inas  were made in other sand islands of the kstuary where 
the settlements a r e  ascribed t o  the OgurdzWi t r ibes  of Turkmnia. 

Summing-up of resu l t s  obtained i n  1952 

I t  *ill thus be seen that  the 1952 expedition found much new 
r a t e r i a l  for the proper interpretat ion of the history of the Sar'y- 
hqysh and the Uzboi. The excavations a t  Kunya-Uaz shed new light 
on little-known periods of Khorezlni c ivi l iza t ion,  the 4th and 5th 
centuries. The work a t  Shakl1.-3anem answered some of the questions 
re la t ing t o  the 'great Khorezm Shah period." A n  important factor 
i n  t h i s  was the a r t i s t i c  renaissance of the 12th d 13th centuries. 
Kunya-Urgench yielded the secrets of a l a t e  mediaeval Central Asian 
town which declined because of the invasions of Genghiz Khan a d  
Tarnerlane, of feudal struggles and the raids of n d i c  races. 

Geographical notes 

Airtam 
Aibugir 
But en-Tau 
E r b  
Gyaur-Kala 
ma1y-w 
K o i  -Krylgan-Kala 
Kunya-Uaz 
Talaikhan-Ata 
Toprak-Kala 

SW of Nukus 
W of Nukus 
W of Nukus 
W of Nukus 
SE of Mukus 
S of Kunya-Urgench 

BIE of T u r t k u l  
3 of Kuqya-Urgench 
9 of Serykqysh syncline 
W of Kuqya-Urgench 
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CRlME WITHOUT PUNISHMENT 

Raukhan AMykadyruva was i n  the 9th form of' the secondary school i n  
Khalkabad. Her teachers claim that  she was an excellent pupil and 
an active member of the local  Komsomol group. It was generally 
assumed that on leaving school Raukhan would go on t o  the Ins t i tu te .  

But one evening - i t  was  w e r  a month ago - the g i r l  fai led t o  
come home. Old Ziba maae enquiries among the g i r l ' s  friends but 
could nut discover the whereabouts of her only daughter, The 
search conducted during the next few days proved equally h i t l e s s .  
The Chief of Police, Comrade M e v ,  i n  reply t o  the mother's 
petition, solemnly announced; "She w~ll turn up - she i s  not a 
needle. 

The Public Prosecutor of the Kuibyahevsk raion, Comrade Espolov, 
turned the pet i t ion this way and tha t :  "Find the kidnapper and I 
shall punish him" he proclaimed with noble indignation. 

The disappearance of the girl alarmed many. With the inherent 
compassion that  i s  characterist ic  of the Soviet people they took 
an active part in her search. Eventually by united effor ts  the 
culprit was uncovered. It transpired that  he was Karazhan Izbanov, 
a bookkeeper in the Educational Department of the Kuibyshevsk raion. 

Having already served a term of imprisonment he re-appeared 
i n  Rhalkabad for  the secord time. On returning horn he decided 
it was high time he se t  his domestic a f f a i r s  i n  order. Ris first 
wife no longer pleased him; she did not come up t o  his ' i n t e l l e c t d  
level ' ,  and she was too old - w e r  twenty-two! 

It was then that  Raukhan - a @ r l  with black p l a i t s  - began t o  
a t t rac t  his attention, He noticed her as  she walked f r a  school 
carefree and gay among her compan?ons. Severel. days l a t e r  Raukhan 
did not return home, 

A considerable time e 1 o . l . M  before the off ic ia ls  finally 
mJmonea up enough courage t o  question Izbanav. There  i s  the 
girl?" This question was put t o  hlm by the second secretary of 
the Kuibyshevsk reion m y  Committee Comrade Dzhuraev. Izbanw 
took oflence 3 on what m o d s  d id  they accuse him of such a charge? 
The COmInittee were contri te ,  they apologized and s e t  him free. 

A t  h a t  the pcrents of the vanished g i r l  prevailed upon the 
Public Proeecutor Espolov t o  summon Izbanov. Here is the gist of 
W h a t  Iassed between them. 



"It i s  put about that  you have abducted a schoolgirl and want to many 
her?" meeldy asked t h i s  staunch custodian of the law,  

"Thi.$ is  slander. 1. have no intention of gett ing m r r i e d  a t  a l l n .  

"Is that  the truth?" 

TOU need have no doubts about that." 

"Sorv  t o  have troubled you." The Public Prosecutor was apologetic. 

But tif t,he missing g i r l  there was s t i l l  no trace. The search 
conducted by the parents, the i r  neighbours and a number of workers of 
the Kuibyshevsk M. T . S. wherg Raukhanl s brother was employed, was 
unsuccessfKL. 

Meamhile the 'bridegroom' boasted t o  his boon companions: *I 
have got her well hidden. She i s  i n  safe keeping." 

A t  the p r e n t s  ' insistence the Public Prosecutor again summoned 
Izbanov. On t h i s  occasion he admitted abducting the g i r l .  Yea, he 
s to le  Raukhan and had decided t o  marry her. But what i f  shi?. does 
not want t o  marry him? So much the worse fo r  her. No sell-respect- 
ing d j ig i t*  would concern himself with the wishes of a girl. 

TO pt it i n  legal  terms, there was here sufficient  evtdence b 
~0rrvic-t and it was up t o  the Public Prosecutor t o  see that  the law 
was enforced. But the Public Prosecutor h ~ f l  his m ideas about h a t  
constituted a trim ; i n  h i s  judgment the abduction of girls did not 
fall within t h i s  category. 

The whereabouts of Raukhan were a s  much a q s t e r y  t o  the parents 
as  t o  the Pllblic Prosecutor. No one i n  the raion had yet been able 
t o  solve t h i s  riddle. Meamhile Izbanov was t o  be found not in the 
dock but i n  the raion booklceeperts office. When to ld  t ha t  his exploits 
had become the subject of edi tor ia l  comment the  bold d j i g i t  was 
dashed. Where was that  swagger, that  arrogance? A t  the table eat 
a p i t i f u l ,  frightened wretch with downcast eyes. 

"Don't write about E i n  the papers" he implored "it can do me a l o t  
of harm." 

"And don't you abduct :;iris?" 

T h i s  is a word comon to  most TurMc languages. I t s  l i t e r a l  
meaning i s  horseman or cavalier. Here i t  is  used in the 
sense of =proper mnn or even "gentlemenn. 



"I did not lead her off; s h  flung herself a t  re. She f e l l  in love 
with me. A 

I1Have you hm her long?" 

"No, not long. I sav her once when she was returning fkom school. 
At  our next met ing we l e f t  for  the Kara-Uzyak d i s t r i c t .  But I 
am not responsible fo r  this; it was she who lured m. She appealed 
t o  me for help and begged ne t o  take her away from her mother and 
brother who maltreated her, dressed her i n  rags and never ga+e her 
e n o w  t o  eat." 

We visi ted Raukhanls horn and talked t o  her p r e n t s  and neigh- 
bours, amongst whom is  Comrade AzFmov, secretmy of the  raion 
m y  committee. They assured us with one voice that  the g i r l  had 
nothing t o  complain of,  that  she was well t reated and had every 
attention shawn her. She lacked nothing; neither food nor school- 
books nor money. A t  her school we were told:  "Raukhan was well 
dressed i n  fact  be t t e r  than any of the g i r l s  i n  her class." 

A t  our next meeting the  disheartened bridegroom renounced his 
chosen one. "If you so desire it, I w i l l  not mrry her. I no 
1 onger 1 me her. 

T h i s  disgraceful a f f a i r  provoked no sor t  of o f f i c i a l  resentment 
among the d i s t r i c t  organizations. The First Secretary of the 
regional committee of the Connrmnist Party Comrade Utambetev had 
not even heard of this e x t r a o r d h r y  occurrence. The Second 
Secretary Comrade Dzhuraev claim0 that  pressure of work prevented 
him from seeing this m t t e r  through t o  the end. Nor did the 
disappearance of the Komsomol member produce any impression on 
Cornre.de Kosyhev, secretary of the raion Komsoml committee. 
O l Y q i a n  detachment greeted us  even i n  the secondary school which 
Bmkhan had at tended, 

The indifference of the corporate bodies and of the Public 
Prosecutor t o  the fa te  of the g i r l  can be better  explained 
reference t o  another scandalous case. Quite r e cwt ly  i n  the same 
school one of the m d e m  Ablsy Agataev, criminally assaulted a 
Pupil of his, a g i r l  i n  the 7th form. People such as  t h i s  
'teachert are a menace t o  society a d  ought t o  be locked up. But 
On this occasion too, the Public Prosecutor Espolov remained 
confident in h i s  judgement and did not prosecute the c r W  
but l e f i  him a t  l iberty.  For 3 hours Agataevts offence was debated 
a t  a meeting of the raion committee of the Communist EBI%Y. He 
was expelled from the party. Thereafter, without l e t  O r  

&no=, he travelled on a p r t y  t icket  t o  Tashkent and was 



readily admitted as  a student t o  the university. The central 
connnittee of the Communist  M t y  i n  Tashkent repeatedly ask for 
his membership card. The dock c r ies  out for  Agataev while he junkets 
about a t  l iber ty ,  blessing his protector, the Public Prosecutor. 

I n  the Kuibyshevsk raion there a r e  numerous cases of the abauction 
of g i r l s  and not a few instances of a feudal a t t i tude  t o  women. All 
t h i s  i s  due t o  the leniency of the raion committee of the Commmist 
M y  towads those who violate our high soc ia l i s t  morality and 
break our Soviet law. 

Source. 

So~yetskaya Kara-Xalma , December 1953. 
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THE GQRNO-BADAKHSHAN AUTONOMOUS OBLAST : CURRENT DEVELOFMENTS 

Comparatively l i t t l e  information on t h e  Gorno-Badakshan Autonomoils 
Oblast appears i n  the Tadzhik press. This r e a o n ,  embracing the  
te r r i to r ies  of t he  Eastern and Western PBmirs, has on the  whole eluded 
the cr i t ic isms,  both favourable and adverse, of the  l o c a l  press  and of 
vis i t ing M y  journa l i s t s  from the  metropolis, prone a s  these a r e  t o  
expatiate on the shortcomings of i ndus t r i a l  Leninabad or  on the 
5vhite gold" of the  Vakhsh val ley.  T h i s  i f i  not so surpris ing if it i s  
recalled tha t  the sparse population of the  high Pamirs, with i t s  d t i -  
farious ethnic and l i n g u i s t i c  ~ o u p s ,  cons t i tu tes  only a f'raction of 
Tadzhikistants population of lq  m. and t h a t  t h e  share assigned t o  the  
&last under l o c a l  budget appropriations i n  1953 was 37.5 mil l ion rubles ,  
i n  contrast t o  the 189,9 mil l ion a l l o t t e d  t o  Leninabad, 83 mi l l ion  t o  
Kulyab oblast and 77 mi l l ion  t o  the c i t y  of Stalinabad. Nevertheless, 
the oblast ranked s i x t h  on the  l i s t  of appropriations,  - f a i r l y  high 
even When due account i s  taken of the vas t  extent of i t s  t e r r i t o r y .  

Even l e s s  is  knuwn about the smaller mountain settlements of Murgab, 
Vanch, B a r t a n g  and Ishkashim, ancient  s e t t l e ~ n t s  now pawing i n  
importance, than about the  oblast  centre  of Khorog. Rhorog has 
consistently maintained i t s  fasc ina t ion  fo r  press report  era ,  not only 
as  the capital. of an impodant bolder region, s i tua ted  almost a t  t h e  
end of the Stallnabad and Osh highways, but a s  a d i s t a n t  outpost over- 
looking a f ron t i e r  beyond which l i v e s  a kindred people. But r e s t r i c t e d  

often r epe t i t i ve  a s  the news on Khorog is ,  it s t i l l  serves t o  show 
that progress has caught up with this growing town of t h e  Western 
P a r .  Reporters describe the improved conditions at the oblast  
Hospital, with its separate wards, new labora tmy and X-ray equipment, 
and Praise the good work done by i t s  surgeons, general p rac t i t ioners  
and €wmecologist s , Money is  avai lable  f o r  cap i t a l  construction and 
m u d n g  repa i rs  i n  Khorog, a s  wel l  as f o r  the improvement of the  loca l  
miter supply, Last spr ing news came through of the wholesale planting, 
i n  Rushan, Vanch and Shu- a s  wel l  a s  in Khorog, of t r e e s  r a i s ed  from 
6eeaings i n  l o c a l  kolkhozes and i n  t h e  PBmir Botanical w e n s .  
In the l a t e  summer, repor t s  d e a l t  with t h e  improvement of Khorog' s 
W c i P l  amenities, such a s  the l o c a l  park wi th  i ts open-air chess 
circles and awinrming @as on Lake Kornsomol, and with bui lding 

i n  the town where a cinema near t he  Gunt River, a n  imposing 
regional theatre  and houses on the te r raced  h i l l s  were a l l  planned, 
and where it i s  claimed,the e n t i r e  l o c a l  population is  expected t o  

in the mdilous t a sk  of comtruct ion.  I n  the a u t m  (perhaps 
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because of the new importance attached in a l l  parts  of the Union t o  
the advancement of trade) reports l a i d  s t ress  on the construction of 
shops for  the sale of consumer g o d s ,  and it was stated that  the 
weight of consumer goods t o  be sent t o  Khorog and i t s  d i s t r i c t  along 
the two a r t e r i a l  highways was t o  be doubled. 

Transport and Communications 

For obvious reasons, l e s s  infarmation i s  available on the Eastern 
than on the Western Pamir. These two areas, facing East and West, 
form a single geogramcal  unit but a re  very different  in character. 
The Eastern Fhmir, a region of post-glacial erosion with wide 
valleys, glaciers and r o c Q  h i l l s ides ,  has an extremely severe climate. 
The Western Pamir, on the other hand, i s  a l a d  of a l luv ia l  erosion, 
with steep scree-covered slopes, narrow r i ve r  valleys and a far  more 
temperate clirnate. Contacts with the scattered population of the 
&stern Flmdr a re  much more limited than in the West, - another reason 
for the scarci ty of re l iable  and r e m a r  news from the  area. A@ 
from telegram (usually of f'icial) and a none too frequent exchange 
of mils, the t radi t ional  method of communication there i s  s t i l l  kY 
pack-horse or  by yak, as  i n  Tibet. Where roads exis t ,  motor-cars of 
course provide the eas ies t  means of communication. Their use along 
the motorable highways and tracks of Tabhikistan i s  stated t o  have 
doubled since 1952. But even with the increased f a c i l i t i e s  fa r  road 
transport there are  s t i l l  inhabited valleys in the Pamir (the Y=@- 
lem Valley and others) which a r e  not open above twr, months in the Yearn 
Motor t r a f f i c  i s  however mintained all the year round on the roc& 
p s s e s  of the S ta l in  highway and on the road t o  Osh. I n  ~adeh ik i s tm 
as  a whole it has increased remarkably, whereas i n  1928 the republic 
boasted only 17 registered cars, by 1938 the figure had r isen t o  
6,000, and it has increased further since. 

Early l a s t  year, election bul le t ins  and l i t e r a tu r e  were delivered 
by air t o  the remotest ldskilaks o f  the oblast,  although telegraph 
conmNnications with these already existed. In preparation for  the 
l o c d  election cmpaign l a e t  January, intensive e f fo r t s  were made to 
improve the warking of the communicatior~s system a d  t o  expedite the 
desmtch of elect ion returns, posters and of f ic ia l  W y  documents 
but the use of pack coolies was not, incidentally, excluded. More- 
over, despite campetitions organized among postal and telegraph 
workers with the aim of improving communications, there were comairrts 
i n  October of irregular  mil deliveries in Kalai Khumb, just outside 
the o m s t  border. Postmen were rarely t o  be seen, l e t t e r s  were 
delayed and l o s t  their news value ("grew a b e d "  i e  the Russbn 
e x ~ e s a i o n ) ,  and red tape decreed that  mil should be transpoded b3r 
donkey, although cars passed through T a a - D a r a  and Kalai-Kh~b on 
the i r  way t o  Khorog every day. 
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AGRICULTURE 

Animal husbandry 

More attention i s  seeminay w i d  t o  agriculture i n  the l*ur than 
to the tradit ional  occuption of stock-breeding. A possiblc explana- 
tion of t h i s  i s  tlrat the Pamir Botanical Gardens and the Murgab Biolog- 
ical Station are  both p r t i c u l a r l y  interested i n  f ir thering high- 
altitude agriculture, sericulture and afforestation, and consider the 
requirenrents of stock-breeders only in so f a r  a s  they a r e  connected 
with the development of the oblast 's fodder resources. These 
resources, t o  judge from p e s s  reports, are not always used t o  the 
best advantage. It was f o r  instance said t ha t  summer p s t m e s  were 
being overgrazed by hillmen a d  valley kolkhozes alike. Years of this 
treatmnt had resulted i n  the grass losing most of i t s  nutr i t ive  
properties and p s t u r e s  becoming e i the r  so eroded that  the topsoil 
bared o r  else overgrown with thorns and noxious weeds. Among the 
measums proposed for  restoring the full grazing value t o  such 
pastures was i r r i ~ t i o n ,  - technically quite feasible, since water 
was abundant and could be brought even firm distant  places by mans 
of ditches ard canals. It had been proved that  even desolate and 
wholly impoverished t r a c t s  of grassland could be enriched by 
irrigation t o  the extent of r duc ing  10-20 centners of hay per P hectare, a s  opposed t o  the 1~ centners yielded by non-irrigated 
pasturelad. A maxim now steadily inculcated in Soviet Central Asia 
and Outer Mongolia i s  that  there can be no radical  d p o v e m n t  i n  
stockbreeding unless abundant winter foader-crops are  bu i l t  up t o  

,we. ensure against the loss  of c a t t l e  through starvation a d  expo- 

The productivity of c a t t l e  in the  Pamir appears t o  have remined 
very low un t i l  nm, and e f fa r t s  a re  being made t o  ra ise  it. Stock- 
breeders are, for instance, try5ng t o  evolve fYom the Darn2 breed 
of sheep a Mountain Darvaz s t ra in  capable of producing wool of a 
finer staple a d  four times as aburdant a s  tbt yielded by the 
Present Darvaz breed. It has been found that  Karakul sheep can 
safely be driven to  the h i l l  pastures i n  the summer 4 tha t  t o  do so 
-0Ves the i r  weight and increases t he i r  auturhn wool c l i p  20- 
30 per cent. A t  the bfd.enkw kolkhoz i n  the Tavil-Dara mion 
3 r d e r h g  an Gorno-Badakhshan it was calculated t ha t  if various 
Improvements were introduced the farm c d d  collect  95,000 rubles 

h m  W D O ~  deliveries t o  the State, Fnstead of the 10,000 
i t s  present unproductive flocks. IIIhe increased fodder 

stocks and mre  productive s t ra ins  of c a t t l e  and sheep needed t o  
animal husbandry in the oblast i n to  a Fosperous occupation, 

P-e a marketable surplus of m a t ,  dairy products and wool and 
better the financial position of the hill kolkhozes can be 

Obtained by mchanizing the l a t t e r  on a much wider scale than 
utherto ard by distr ibuting the zonal MT and MZh stations more 
rationally, 



AGRICULTURE 

If the low productivity of herds i n  Gorno-Eadakhshan i s  open to 
cri t icism, it is  impossible t~ ignore the increase apparently 
achieved in the numbers of ca t t le .  The number of sheep and goats i n  
the  oblast is  fo r  instance sa id  t o  have doubled since 1940, and the 
numerical increase in the herds i n  some places has been so spectacu- 
l a r  a s  t o  inv i te  the  question whether it is  not a t  any r a t e  partially 
accounted f a r  by s t r i c t e r  registrat ion.  I n  the Rushan raion, it i s  
claimed, horned c a t t l e  increased t h k t y f o l d  i n  the decade 1940-1950, 
a figure which can only be explained i n  terms of wholesale migration 
t o  the d i s t r i c t  of c a t t l e  breeders and t h e i r  herds from other areas. 

The southern slopes of the Shakll-Dara and Shugi~x~ranges are clear 
of snow i n  winter, and may be classed a s  natural winter pasburage. 
Tne best pastures, however, a re  those of the  Murgab, Rangul and 
Zorkul raions, where it i s  possible t o  harvest up t o  30-40 centners 
of hay per hectai-c, The herds of the Murgab, Shugmn and Ishkashim 
raions winter r e ~ u l a r l y  in the Alai Valley. T h e  fodder reserves 
accumulated here a re ,  it seems, ample. The same cannot be said of 
the Eastern pgmir, where kolkhozes a r e  generally unprepared t o  cope 
with winter conditiane and where a t  one time fodder had t o  be bought 
i n  on the backs of the very yaks for  which i t  was intended. lii the 
Murgab raion, a l l  kinds of horned ca t t l e  a r e  bred, and a t  Bulunkul there 
i s  even a yak-breeding :lovl?!oz, which is considered t o  be of 
prinary importance, as  the yak can normally carry a load of up t o  100 
kilograms and is  a great stand-by on the  higher mountain kolkhozes. 

Agriculture 

The marked imp'2ove1~ent in a g r i d t u r a l  d e v e l o p n t s  in the oblast 
i s  largely a t t r ibuted t o  the  work dane a t  the Khorog Botanical 
Gardens a d  the Mursb Biolo5cal  Stat ion,  although these appear to  
be luore concerned with increasing the area under fodder crops than 
with the provision of grain and root crops for human consumption. 
According t o  the press, Gorilo-Badakhshan has mde remarkable etrides 
i n  high-altitude agriculture, and the t o t a l  area under cultivation 
has grm astonishingly. It is claimed that whereas i n  1917 not mom 
than 2,800 hectares were c~d t i va t ed  i n  the whole of the Pamirs, areas 
of that  dimension a re  now cultivated within the confines of a sin@ 
raion. In the kolkhozes slid mountain valleys of the Shugnan ra im,  
where 3,000 hectares are IWW under cultivation, high yields of wheat, 
mil let ,  potatoes and tobacco a re  obtained, and early-ripening dwarf 
appletrees , Chinese mulberry and various decorative plants form a .  
addition t o  the meagre budget and die t  of the h i l l  peasant. A t  the 
high-altitude kolkhoz of Askari-Surkh i n  the Rushan raion, market- 
gardening and grain cultivation a re  both undertaken, and the wheat 
yield is said t o  have reached 2l+ centners per hectare on occasion, 
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while the Rosht-Kala raion i s  noted f a r  i t s  orchads .  Kolkhozes 
singled out by the press f a r  special  praise a re  those named 
Marx and S t a l i n  ( ~ h u ~ n a n  ra ion) ,  Socialism and Budennyi (~ushan  - 
raion) and Molotov (~osht-Kala r a i o n ) . o t h e r  settlement 
considered t o  be especial ly progressive i s  the Kalinin kolkhoz. 
Last autumn i t  harvested 30 centners of gra in  and 1,000 centners of 
potatoes per hectare, and by t h a t  time it had stored suff ic ient  
fodder t o  l a s t  a year a d  a ha l f  and b u i l t  1 9  sheds t o  house 3,000 
cattle. Last spring a kolkhoz i n  Rosht-Kala raion introduced 
potatoes in to  the  area  for  the f i r s t  time. I n  t h a t  par t icu lar  year 
winter conditions persis ted i n  the ra ion  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  A p r i l ,  but 
despite continuous r a i n  and s n w  the  kolkhozniks managed t o  s t a r t  
their  ploughing a week ahead of schedule. I n  Rushan, conditions 
were more d i f f i cu l t  awing t o  the  stony s o i l ,  but even here the 
hardier var ie t ies  of potato were successfully t r i e d  out,  arid prodwed 
good yields, The more advanced kolkhozi were now said t o  be 
prducing 35 centners of wheat and 600 centners of potatoes per 
hectare, and record outputs were achieved in Ishkashim, Shugnan 
and Vanch. Last O c t o b r  the d i r ec to r  of the  Eamir Botanical k rdens ,  
A. Gurski, published an a r t i c l e  on the m i n  tasks s t i l l  confronting 
Pamir kolkhozes, The Vice-President of the Tadzhik Academy 01 
Sciences a l so  dwelt a t  same length i n  the w e s s  on the problems 
affecting agr icul ture  a d  stockbreeding in the republ ic ,  and another 
a r t ic le  disous sed the prt played by Tadzhik sc i en t i s t s  in these 
matters. The following fac ts  were revealed: barley cul t iva t ion  
began in the Eastern Pamir i n  1939, but without success. The 
Mugab Biological S ta t ion  then  urdertook t o  produce a var ie ty  which 
c a d  withstand the r igours of the  climate. T h i s  was achieved l a s t  
a u t m ,  a d  barley was now grown not only a t  the  experimental 
station i t s e l f  but a l s o  on the  Lenin-Dzholu, lbyl-Askar and 
3talin kolkho~es. The Biological S ta t  ion a l s o  hams t e a  250 
centners per hectare of the  "Esterzundn va r i e ty  of turnip,  180 
centners of the Krasnoselsk var ie ty  and 165 centners of other 
varieties, Radishes, ca r ro t s  and Lettuces gran a t  t h e  s t a t ion  

ultra-violet rays could withstand 12-15 degrees of frost. 
f i o m  the  Tadzhik Acadeqy had ascertained tha t  thousads  

hectares i n  t h e  Eastern EBmir could be used t o  grm barley, 
wheat a d  mot-crops fo r  fodder. 

92 per cent of Tadzhikistan consists  of high, mountainous 
C m t r y  of which the  P&r fmms a la rge  pr t ;  it i s  e x t r e n d y  un- 
even country end the d i w r s i t y  of cl imatic  corditions t o  be found 
even *thin the bounds of a s ingle administrative u n i t  creates  an  
obstdze t o  progress a t  the high-lying kolkhozes. Thus f a r  the 
h i l l  people of the m r  h v e  n& managed t o  ge t  a large marketable 
s W P h ~  from the till- of t h e i r  land. I n  a number of raions 

yields do not exwed 5-8 centners, linaeed 2&3 centners, and 
5-6 centners per hectare. T h i s  i s  in s t r ik ing  conkrast t o  
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conditions on the more advanced kolkhozes of the Western Pamir, where 
one var ie ty  of wheat produces 30 centners p r  hectare. It has been 
established tha t  the Western Pamir offers good prospects for 
vegetable growing. Potato cult ivation i n  part icular  would, i f  inten- 
s i f ied ,  help t o  remedy the acute shortage i n  the republic as  a whole. 
I n  the Shugnan d i s t r i c t  potato yields of 1,000 centners per hectare 
have been recorded. Cabbages, tomatos, carrots and onions can also 
be grm, and it is hoped eventually t o  cul t ivate  them a t  altitudes 
of 3,000-3,200 metres abuve sea level. 

S t a t i s t i c s  published i n  the press on education i n  the Gorno- 
Badakhshan oblast show that  in May 1953, 13,000 pupils of various 
ages and grades entered for the annual school examinations. 37l of 
these were awarded first-class ce r t i f i ca tes  and 1,439, cert if icates 
on completing t h e i r  seven-year course. 491 of the 493 pupils at the 
largest  school i n  Khorog passed t h e i r  annual t e s t s  and were moved up 
t o  higher grades, and equally good resul ts  were reported from the 
Lenin school in the Barushan kishlak. Several press a r t i c l e s  con- 
trasted the present s t a t e  of education with that prevailing in 1923, 
when the f i r s t  school in the  Pamir ms opened a t  the Porshnev kishlak. 
Today, it was said, the school network was comprehensive enough t o  
meet the needs of both the indigenous and the more recently-settled 
population. Altogether there a re  now 200 schools i n  the oblast, some 
of them, such a s  the school in the Barushan kishlak, quite large and 
advanced, with many of t he i r  pupils completing a ten-year course of 
study. Besides the elementary schools there are  a l so  a teachers' 
t ralning i n s t i t u t e  i n  Khorog, 130 clubs and chaikhana reading room 
and 106 l ibrar ies .  Ishkashim has a l ibrary  of 3 ,000 books, and new 
l ib ra r ies  have been opened at Roeht-Kala and Vanch, bringing the 
number of new ones added recently t o  the oblast network up t o  eight. 
108 prirnary, 98 seven-year and lL+ secondary schools have been founded 
smce the f i r s t  schools were opened i n  the Khorog, Rushan and Shugnan 
raions, not t o  mention a teachers' t raining i n s t i t u t e  and courses 
for hospital nurses and veterinary assistants,  On the debit side of 
the account, the press does not o m i t  t o  record such shortcomings as 
the 1m level  of teaching i n  m q y  schools, the backwardness of sane 
of the children, and the fai lure t o  enforce universal education. To 
Select some examples: i n  the schools of the Shugnm raion alone over 
600 pupils were said t o  have been " le f t  behindn l a s t  yeax t o  complete 
a further year i n  the same class. I n  the  Vanch, lshkashim arid Rushan 
raions hundreds of children were l e f t  outside the school network. 
I n  the Murgab raion, rrm~y of the older teachers lacked adequate 
qual i f~cet ions ,  there. was a shortage of books and visual aids at  
schools, and a t  those schools where the teaching was in Kirgiz the 



school authorities had fa i led  t o  introduce the new textbooks embodying 
grammatical changes i n  l i n e  with contemporary l ingu is t i c  reforms. Many 
of these deficiencies were atbributed t o  the red tape and poor guidance 
of the Tadzhik Ministqy of Education, whose o f f i c ia l s  had not v is i ted  
the schools of Burgab, Ishkashim, Bartang and other remote regLon6 for  
a very long time. A s  no l e s s  than a quarter of the en t i re  Gorno- 
Badakhshan budget was assigned t o  education i n  1953, it was hoped that 
the more glaring fau l t s  i n  the system would eventually be eradicated. 

The Press mi Pol i t ica l  Activi t ies 

!l!wo newspapers are published i n  Khorog, in the Tadzhik and Russian 
languagee, and news-shee.ts or dai ly  papers appear i n  f ive raion 
centres. The Qxtent t o  which the press i s  read m y  be part ly gauged 
fram the fact that  a single m a i l  delively brings in t o  Khorog for  
distribution and sale 1,000 copies of central ,  and 2,000 copies of 
republican n m p p e r s  . 

The Komsamol played an active pet in the Local elect ion campaign 
of early 1953. Over 5,000 komsomol merribers, a large number in 
Wpodion t o  the t o t a l  population of the  oblast,  were p o l i t i d l y  
indoctrinated in 1953, and i n  1952, l,&3 young people of both sexes 
joined the Komsomol organization. 

A t  the fourth Plenary Session of the Oblast Party C o m t t e e ,  
speakers pointed out serious defects in the ideological t ra in ing 
of key F b t y  workers. This would seem t o  i d i d a t e  the assertion, 
M e  i n  1953, tkt i l l i t e r acy  had been ent i re ly  abolished i n  the 
Soviet M r  , since po l i t i ca l  consciousness i s  generally assumed 
to fo l lm i n  the M e  of l i teracy.  The fa i l ings  endemic i n  the 
guidance of local  M t y  orgmizations and t o  po l i t i ca l  work i n  
the kolkhozes are well exemplified in the case of the  Murgab raion, 
which Q'as brought up a t  the September M y  Plenum, It was then 
alleged that the Murgab raion Party connuittee (raikom) was mking 
"0 effort t o  help members of i t s  primary Party c e l l s  t o  a be t t e r  
understanding of important agricultural  policies. B r t y  work a t  
the k y l - A s h  kolkhoz had been neglected t o  such an extent tha t  

of i t s  farms were by unsuitable pereons, not to  say @gaol- 
b a s ,  and grave mingemen t s  of the byelaws on agricultural  
"tels had resulted. Cattle had been lef't short of fodder, no 

had been provided for  t he i r  shelter,  ard the herds had 
Sustained serious l o ~ s e s  due t o  exposure and starvation. Similar 
C o m t i ~ n s  pevnued  a t  the S ta l in  E r w  gnd Kamsomol kolkhozes, 

-3 - 
where m y  mark had been allawed t o  d r i f t  and deteriorate. 
*€9in, the Murmb r a ikm was responsible for the yak-breeding 
s ~ b o ~  a t  B u l u w ,  but no Party c e l l s  had been f o m d  t o  super- 
vise the work there - there were i d e &  only ~ W O  Cormrmnists on the 
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conditions on the  more advanced kolkhozes of the Western Pamir, where 
one var ie ty  of wheat produces 30 centners p r  hectare. It has been 
established tha t  the Western Pamir offers good prospects for  
vegetable growing. Potato cult ivation i n  part icular  would, i f  inten- 
s i f ied ,  help t o  remedy the acute shortage i n  the republic a s  a whole. 
I n  the Shugnan d i s t r i c t  potato yields of 1,000 centners per hectare 
have been recorded. Cabbages, tomatos, carrots and onions can also 
be gram, and it i s  hoped eventually t o  cult ivate them a t  altitudes 
of 3,000-3,200 metres above sea level. 

Education 

S t a t i s t i c s  piblished i n  the press on education i n  the Gomo- 
Badakhshan oblast show that; i n  May 1953, 13,000 pu@s of various 
ages and grades entered for  the annual school examinations. 37l of 
these were awarded f i rs t -c lass  cer t i f ica tes  and 1,439, cert if icates 
on completing t he i r  seven-year course. 491 of the 493 pupils .  at the 
largest  school i n  Khorog passed t he i r  annual. t e s t s  and were moved up 
t o  higher grades, and equally good resul ts  were reported from the 
Lenin school in the Barushan kishlak. Several press a r t i c l e s  con- 
trasted the present s ta te  of education with that  prevafling i n  1923, 
when the f i r s t  school i n  the  Pamir was opened a t  the Porshnev klshlak. 
Tday,  it was said, the school network was camprehensive emugh to  
meet the needs of both the indigenous and the more recently-settled 
population. Altogether there a r e  now 200 schools i n  the oblast, some 
of them, such a s  the school i n  the Barushan kishlak, quite large and 
advanced, with many of t he i r  pupils completing a ten-year course of 
study. Besides the elementary schools t k r e  are  a l so  a teachers' 
t raining i n s t i t u t e  i n  Khorog, 130 clubs and chaikhana reading rooms 
and 106 l ibrar ies .  Ishkashim has a l ibrary  of 3,000 books, and new 
l ib ra r ies  have been opened at Roeht-Ma and Vanch, bringing the 
number of new onen added recently t o  the oblast network up t o  eight. 
108 primary, 98 seven-year and 14 seconkry schools have been faded 
since the f i r s t  schools were opened i n  the Khorog, Rushan and Shugnan 
raions, not t o  mention a teachers1 training i n s t i t u t e  and courses 
for hospital nurses and veterinary assistants.  On the debit side of 
the account, the press does not omit t o  record such shortcomings as 
the low level  of teaching i n  mqy schooLs, the backwardness of some 
of the children, and the fai lure t o  enforce universal education. To 
select some examples: i n  the schools of the Shugnan raion alone over 
600 pupils were said t o  have been " le f t  behind" l a s t  year t o  conrplete 
a f'urther year i n  the same class. I n  the Vanch, Ishkashim a d  Rushan 
raions hundreds of children were lef't outside the school network. 
In  the Murgab raion, rmny of the older teachers lacked adequate 
qualifications, there was a shortage of books and v i s u a l  aids a t  most 
schools, and at those ~ c h o o l s  where the teaching was i n  Kirgiz the 



school authorities had fai led t o  introduce the new textbooks embdylng 
grammatical changes i n  l i ne  with contemporary l ingu is t i c  reforms. Wy 
of these deficiencies were athributed t o  the red tape and poor guidance 
of the Tabhik Ministry of Education, whose o f f i c ia l s  had not vis i t ed  
the schools of Turgab, Ishkashim, Bartang and other remote r e s o n s  for 
a very long time. As no l e s s  than a quarter of the en t i re  Gorno- 
Badakhshan budget was assigned t o  education in 1953, it was  hoped that 
the more glaring fau l t s  i n  the system would eventually be eradicated. 

The Press and Po l i t i ca l  Activi t ies 

Two newspapers are published i n  Rhorog, in the Tadzhik and Russian 
languages, and news-sheets or daily papers appear i n  f i v e  raion 
centres. The Qxtent t o  which the press is read may be par t ly  gauged 
fram the fact t h a t  a single mil delivery brings in t o  Rhorog for  
distribution and sale 1,000 copies of central ,  and 2,000 copies of 
republican newspapers. 

The Komsomol played an active vt in the loca l  elect ion c-ign 
of early 1953. Over 5,000 komsomol menhers, a large number in 
Proporbion t o  the t o t a l  population of the  oblast,  were po l i t i ca l ly  
indoctrinated i n  1953, and i n  1952, 1,243 young people of both sexes 
joined the Komsomol organization. 

A t  the fourth P l e m q  Session of the Oblast Party C o d t t e e ,  
speakers pointed out serious defect a in the ideological t ra in ing 
of key Party workers, This would seem t o  invalidate the assertion, 
d e  i n  1953, that  i l l i t e r acy  had been ent i re ly  abolished i n  the 
flmi.et Emir, since p l i t i c a l  consciousness is  generally assumed 

follow i n  the w e  of l i teracy.  The fa i l ings  endemic i n  the 
guidance of local  m y  organizations and t o  po l i t i ca l  work in 
the kolkhozes are well exemplified i n  the case of the M ~ s b  raion, 
which WELS brought up a t  the September Fk&y Plenum, It then 
alleged that the -gab raion Party committee (raikom) was making 
"0 eff0I-t t o  help members of i t s  pr-q Party ce l l s  t o  a be t t e r  
under8tandh.g of important policies. PBrty work a t  
the &yl-Askar kolkh~z had been neglected t o  such an extent that 

of i t s  farms were run by unsuitable persons, not to  say s o l -  
8 . d  grave infriqements of the byelaws on agricultural  

artels had resulted, Cattle had been lef't shrt of fodder, no 
Sheas had been prwided fo r  t h e i r  shelter ,  a d  the herds had 
suetained serious losses due t o  expome and stanration. Similar 
c O m t i ~ n ~  prevailed at the a t d i n  map @ Kamsomol kolkhozes, 

-3 - 
where m y  work had been allowed t o  d r i f t  and deteriorate. 
w i n ,  the Murgab r a ikm was responsible for the yak-breedi.ng 
swkh~z a t  Bulunkul, h t  no Egrty oel ls  had been f o m d  t o  super- 
vise the Work there - there were indeed only M Communists on the 
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en t i re  es ta te  - and throughout the  year it was not once visi ted by 
a raikom member. Its very existence had apparently been forgotten 
by the bfinistry responsible for  sovkhozes. The absence of B r t y  
control i n  the  raion had a lso  l ed  t o  poor work a t  the Mzh. station; 
haymaking and the  shearing of sheep arid yaks were inefficiently 
done becauee of the lack of in te res t  s h m  by the raikom. 

Sources. 

Central A s i a n  Press 



K I R G I Z I A  

A s  noticed elsewhere i n  t h i s  issue of Central  Asian Review (see 
the a r t i c l e  on "Soviet Source Material  on Central ~ s i a " ) ,  there i s  
often a marked cont ras t  between descr ip t ions  of conditions i n  
Central Asia appearing i n  all-Union per i  dicals p b l i s h e d  i n  
Moscow and repor t s  appearing i n  the l o c a l  press. An i n t e r e s t ing  
instance of t h i s  i s  provided by a comparison between a repor t  on 
Kirgiz col lect ive farms i n i t i a t e d  by the  Moscow Academy of Sciences 
and the comments of t he  Kirgiz press on the same subject.  

Under the aegis of the I n s t i t u t e  of Ethnography of t he  Acadev of 
Sciences of the USSR,a team of Soviet s c i e n t i s t s  recent ly  (1951- 
1953) spent two years studying conditions on the  co l lec t ive  farms 
of northern Kirgizia. 

Taking the Voroshilov Kolkhoz a s  a typ ica l  example, S.M.Abramzon, 
a member of the team, has given his impressions i n  an  a r t i c l e  i n  
S ~ e t s k a . y a  Etnoaaphiya (1953 - No. 3 ) ,  of which t h e  following i s  
a resume, 

The Voroshilov kolkhoz i s  one of t he  l a rges t  i n  t h e  Pohovla  
raion of the Issyk-KU~ ablest, ~ t s  administrative headquarters is  
in  the vi l lage of Darkhan, on the southern share of Lalce Issyk-ICul 
and som for ty  kilometres from Przhevalsk, the oblast  centre.  It 
employs 2,588 souls,  almost e n t i r e l y  Kirgiz,  housed i n  627 home- 
steads i n  Darkhan i t s e l f  and the neighbouring v i l l age  of Chichkan. 

0rpanizati.on and a c t i v i t i e s  

The kolkhoz i s  engaged i n  b o t l ~  agr icu l ture  and l ives tock  breeding, 
and i t s  workers a r e  organized i n t o  20 teams ( ~ r i m d x )  - 9 a@cul tura l~  
10 livestock breeding and 1 building team, responsible for  a l l  the  
constructional work on the kolkhoz; of t he  ag r i cu l tu ra l  teams, one 
is housed i n  the Chichkan-Dashy mountains, wi th  the task of produc- 
ing food and fodder fo r  t he  l ivestock breeding teains. 



(a) Agricul ture  

There a r e  we l l  over 2,000 hectares  under cu l t iva t ion ,  and of these 
some 1,500 a r e  under wheat and 760 a r e  sawn wi th  perennial grasses. 
Experiments w i th  these  l a t t e r  have been successful,  and the area 
under perennial g rasses  i s  being increased. I n  addi t ion,  following 
the example of  neighbouring Russian communities, the  Kirgiz peasants 
a r e  paying increased a t t e n t i o n  t o  f r u i t  ard vegetable farming i n  the 
v i l l a g e  of Darkhan and i t s  immediate v i c in i ty .  

Agr icu l tura l  work has been mechanized t o  a considerable extent, 
and e igh t  combined harves te rs  and t h r ee  t r a c t o r  teams a r e  regularly 
a t  work. Members of t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  teams a r e  a l l o t t e d  tasks 
according t o  t h e i r  age and t ra in ing .  Some do ordinary manual work; 
o thers  have t a sks  involving the  use of  simple ag r i cu l tu ra l  machinery, 
and some a r e  f'ully t r a ined  a s  d r ive r s  of harves te rs  and t rac tors .  
The 7 th  ( ~ r a c t o r )  team of Dzhetyoguz EIITS, f o r  example, i s  composed 
e n t i r e l y  of Darkhan peasants. - 

(b) Livestock breeding 

Stockbreeding i s  concentrated almost exclusively i n  the  mountain 
grazing lands of t h e  kolkhoz. Barns, s t ab l e s ,  s t o r e  houses for 
fodder and the  l i k e  a r e ,  however, under construct ion in the  lowland 
kolkhoz v i l l ages ,  and when these  a r e  completed, both an expansion 
and improvement of stockbreeding i s  ant ic ipated.  

For stockbreeding purposes the  possession of a number of grazing 
areas  fo r  use accarding t o  the season of the  year i s  of great  
importance, and i n  this respect  the kolkhoz i s  wel l  found. I t s  
seasonal grazing grounds a r e  s i tua ted  i n  t h e  SJ& zone - high- 
a l t i t u d e  va l leys  and plateaux, varying f'rom 2,500 m t r e s  t o  4,000 
metres above sea-level - i n  the mountain region of ~hichkan- bash^ 
and the  nearby ravines of the Kashka-Sun, Orto-Bukal and ~zherkochko 
areas .  

The kolkhoz has two horse-breeding s tuds ,  three sheep-rearing 
farms and one p ig  and poultry farm, and a t  present has some 2,000 
horses,  20,000 sheep and goats  and 1,200 head of c a t t l e .  ~ r o d u c t i ~ -  
i t y  1s not regarded a s  very high, and t h i s  i s  a t t r i bu ted  primarily 
t o  the l u w  qua l i ty  of the  stock held. But t h e  kolkhoz already has 
200 thoroughbred horses,  more than one t h i r d  of the c a t t l e  i s  half- 
bred, and ac t ive  rreasures t o  improve the  s tock a r e  i n  hand, 

A t  present the  horses,  sheep ard goats remain on t h e i r  upland 
mazing grounds for  the grea te r  part of t h e  year,  but c a t t l e  and 
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the pigs and poultry - rear ing  of the l a t t e r  being a new sphere 
of ac t iv i ty  f o r  t h e  Kirgiz peasantry - a r e  kept i n  and around 
the villages.  

Social conditions and amenities 

(a) Darkhan v i l l age  

Darkhan v i l l age  i s  a modern settlement,  which cons is t s  of 
four principal and p a r a l l e l  s t r e e t s ,  joined by a number of subsidiary 
roads a t  r igh t  angles t o  them. The pr incipal  s t r e e t s  a r e  planted 
with avenues of t r e e s ,  and most of the houses stand i n  gardens or 
small orchards, In  ICalinfn S t r e e t ,  the  main thoroughfare of the  
village, are  located the administrative buildings, the club, t h e  
secondary school, the  wire less  centre ,  a p r k  f o r  ag r i cu l tu ra l  
machinery, the e l e c t r i c  f lour  m i l l  and other municipal offices.  

Both i n  the  layout of the v i l l age  and i n  t he  s ty l e  of the  
houses there i s  marked evidence of Russian, a d ,  t o  a l e s s e r  
degree, of Uzbek influence. There a r e  two types of houses, both of 
which a re  popular, The f i r s t  type cons is t s  of a two- or three- 
roomed house, b u i l t  of sannn br ick  and with a f l a t ,  c lay roof, - 
floors for the most pr t  of wood and medium-sized windows. It 
i s  normally white-washed ins ide  and out. The second type i s  a l s o  
of brick, with a baserent,  wooden f loo r s  throughout, l a rge  wi~~dows, 
double-sided sloping roof,  and usual ly with a te r race ,  s imilar  t o  
the Uzbek aivan, a t  the  back; i n  some houses s t eps  lead ,  i n  the 
Russian fashion, from t h i s  t e r r ace  t o  the garden. These new 
houses have no ki tchen a s  such, the cooking being done usually i n  
an outhouse or ,  i n  summer, i n  the  middle of t h e  courtyard. The 
gardens a re  graced N e n t i W l y  with fruit t r e e s  and flowers. 
Construction of both types i s  proceeding rapidly. 

(b) The typical  Kirpiz homestead 

In a three-roomed house, one room i s  nonrally used more or  
less as  a bed-sit t ing room, the second a s  a dining room and 
bedroom for  t he  senior  members of the family, and the th i rd  is  
in the nature of a h a l l  and general u t i l i t y  room. 

The conventional f i m f t u r e  of the  bed-sit t ing room consis ts  
a bed, a large t ab l e  and  tools. The f loo r  i s  cwered with 

a brightly coloured f e l t  carpet (shyrdak), and the  walls  a r e  
decorated with large emllroidered hangings (tush-kiyiz ) . The 
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second room i s  l e s s  elaborately fbrnished; it contains a large bed 
fo r  seniors and a t ab le ,  usual ly i n  a corner, f o r  earthenware, 
c rockeq  and cooking u tens i l s ,  and the beshik, or family cradle, and 
a wooden coffer  complete the furni ture.  This room a l s o  is decoratedmith 
tush- lc i~ iz ,  but generally of a l e s s  ornate nature. 

Russian influence f inds  expression, i n  many houses, i n  the 
presence of window curtains,  embroideries a d  flower boxes ; looking- 
glasses, wire less  s e t s  and other modern amenities a r e  gradually 
finding t h e i r  way i n t o  the Kirgiz home, a d  the introduction of 
e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  has radicaUy transfor~lled the l i f e  of the  Kirgiz 
peasantry. 

Here again, extraneous influence - Russian, Uzbek, Uigur and 
Dungan - i s  making i t s e l f  f e l t ,  and Kirgiz d i e t  has become much more 
varied. Consumption of f r u i t  and vegetables and the use of sugar, 
honey and other groceries have grea t ly  increased, and mny new 
dishes,  mostly of the  cooked meat var ie ty ,  have been added t o  the 
Kirgiz menu. National dishes, however, ard the  national customs of 
cooking i n  a cauldron on an open f i r e  and serving the food i n  earth- 
enware o r  enanel b m l s  have been retained. Not without in teres t  
i s  the  f ac t  tha t  the women and children a r e  no longer served with 
the  remnants of a mal, but take t h e i r  place on equal terms with the 
male members of the  family. Not every house m s  a bread wen, a d  
bread i s  baked on a communal bas is ,  one wen  serving several 
families. The lea thern  u tens i l s  formerly i n  use i n  Kibgizia have 
almost completely disappeared except a t  herdsmen's cottages i n  the 
mountains. 

(a)  Clothing 

Increased pfosperity and a r a i s ing  of the standard of l iv ing  during 
the  l a t e  1930s and ea r ly  1940s have l ed  t o  radica l  changes i n  
Kirgiz dress.  The easy ava i l ab i l i t y  of ready-made clothes, the 
impulse t o  follow the fashions of neighbouring Russian c d t i e s ,  
the  example s e t  by students and re la t ions  coming from urban centres 
t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  native v i l lages  a re  a l l  factors  which have contri- 
buted t o  t h i s  evolution, a d  Russian clothes of the urban type are 
becoming increasingly popular. Very m y  garments a r e  neverthe- 
l e s s  s t i l l  made i n  the home, where not a few sewing-machines are  
now t o  be found. 
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(e ) Social and economic developments 

The Russian revolution, t h e  introduct ion of co l lec t ive  agr icu l ture  
and the more d i r e c t  incidence of Russian influences have a l l  combined 
with the t r ad i t i ona l  customs a rd  cu l tu re  of Kjr@zia t o  bring about 
profound changes i n  the soc i a l ,  bconomic and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  of t h e  
Kirgiz peasantry. 

Thanks t o  co l lec t iv iza t ion ,  t he  Kirgiz peasant family naw enjoys 
an ensured income, represented mainly by the wages drawn f o r  work 
on the kolkhoz and supplemented by small sums earned from the sa l e  
of surplus produce - f r u i t ,  milk, vegetables - of t h e  individual 
personal plots. 

The average income of a Kirgiz family i s  s t a t e d  t o  be not more 
than 14,000 rubles  per a m ,  a d  members of f d i e s  l i v ing  i n  the  
tams ol ten he lp  t h e i r  kolkhoz r e l a t i v e s  by sending parcels of 
clothing and money. A s  the e n t i r e  family, including the women, i s  
employed, a considerable measure of  female emancip t ion  and 
economic independence has resul ted.  The soc i a l  s t a t u s  of t he  VJoman 
has risen, and women a r e  tak ing  an  increasingly ac t ive  &art both i n  
the work of the  kolkhoz and i n  t h e  soc i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  
comrrmnity , 

The disappearance of t he  sooty fat-burning lamp and home-made 
soap, and the advent of such amenities a s  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  coolcing 
stoves and mnufactured soap have g rea t ly  l ightened the  domestic 
burden of the women, d the adoption, under Russlan influence, of 
a more varied cuis ine and of such refinements a s  the i roning of 
clothes and more ornate and elabarate  bedding have done much t o  
enhance the mater ial  standard of l i f e .  

m i l e  great ins i s tence  is s t i l l  l a i d  upon the observance of the 
traditional respect due t o  e lde r s  and p r e n t s  - those who educate 
the children " i n  l w e  of the fatherland and the communist movement, 
which consolidates the  ideological  un i ty  of the family" - the 
Younger generation n m  enjoy much more freedom and l i b e r t y ,  even 
to the extent of making m r f i g e s  of t h e i r  own choice and 
arrangement, 

Large families a r e  the objects  of great  respec t ,  and while the  
birth-rate has r i s e n  sharply, there  has been a marked decrease i n  
infantile mortality,  I n  Darkhan from 1950 t o  1952, 254 b i r ths  and 
82 deaths were regis tered,  

A further sign of the enlightenment and emancipation of the 
w m n  is the gradual disappearance of prejudice against  maternity 
institutions, I n  1951, of the 118 b i r th s  reg is te red  i n  Darkhan, 



only eight women entered the m t e r n i t y  centre i n  Pohavka for their 
confinement but of the 76 b i r ths  between January and July 1952, 1 2  
took place i n  the naternity home. T h i s  changing a t t i tude  has led t o  
the decision t o  build a Kolkhoz Maternity Centre i n  Darkhan village 
i t s e l f .  

Relations with neighbouring Russian communities a r e  becoming 
increasingly cordial and intimate and have resulted i n  a greater 
appreciation by the  Kirgiz of the principles of child welfare and 
well-being. Not a few Russian war orphans from the FYzhevalsk 
Orphanage have been adopted by Kirgiz f a i e s .  

The abandonment of t h e i r  former nomadic existence ard the 
establishment of permanent se t t lerent  as the resu l t  of agricultural 
collect ivization have l ed  t o  a genuine cultural  revolution i n  the 
Kirgiz ay i l s  ( a d s ) .  Education has wde great s tr ides.  Literacy 
i s  nm the rule  rather than the exception, and knowledge of the 
Russian language i s  kecorning increasingly widespread. The area 
possesses two centres of education - the s e c o d a q  school a t  Darkhan 
and the seven-grade school a t  Chichlcan. The former, bui l t  i n  1937, 
i s  no longer large enough t o  cope with the demnds made upon it a d  
i s  now obliged t o  work i n  two shi f ts .  The masters and thei r  local 
graduate ass is tants  a r e  s ta ted  t o  be both eff ic ient  a d  zealous. 
I n  addition, an evening school for rura l  youth was started i n  
Darkhan i n  1949 and i s  well attended. 

The l ib ra ry  has a good selection of both Russian a d  Kirgiz 
books, periodicals ard newspapers, a l l  of which a re  i n  great demand 
by students. The local  club has i t s  awn cinema, reading rooms and 
other a t t rac t ions ,  a s  well a s  i t s  own wireless ins ta l la t ion,  whose 
proy;rm.es i n  Russian, firm and Kazakh, especially Russian and 
Kirgj.z national music and folk songs, a re  p r t i c u l ~ 1 . l y  popular. The 
club a lso  organizes musical evenings and, i n  addition t o  lectures 
given by teachers and other members of the  local  intel l igentsia,  
the Voroshilov kolkhoz, a s  a member of the "Society for  the 
Propagation of Po l i t i ca l  and Scientif ic  -ledgew, makes arrawe- 
ments for  a ser ies  of t a lks  by v i s i t ing  lecturers. 

The '~nte l l igents ia"  of the kolkhoz consists of a group composed 
of the wireless operator, the agronomist, the power-station mechanic, 
the male nurse, the accountant, the veterinary assistant  and a few 
others. This group exercises a great influence on the educational 
and cultural ac t i v i t i e s  of the kolkhoz. 

Three hundred periodicals and newspapers are subscribed t o  and 
books are i n  widespread demand; and films, concerts and theatrical 
performances by v i s i t lng  a r t i s t e s  complete the gamut of the 



recreational a c t i v i t i e s  which a re  contributing t o  the development of  
cultural l i f e  among the Rirgiz peasantry. 

Interest i n  sports and pastimes i s  a l so  increasing. Ln the 
upland grazing areas shooting and falconry hold pride of place, 
while volley-ball, chess and some national games such a s  @ and 
tow-korgol are a l so  very popular. 

"The cultural evolution of the kolkhoz a y i l  i s  unfolding under 
the ever-increasing influence of a l l  tha t  i s  best in Russian culture," 
and "The farmation and developrent of the Kirgiz Socia l is t  nation 
i s  progressing with the brotherly and disinterested help of the 
great Russian people? With these sentiments the author sums up 
the impreseions he has gathered during h i s  tour of study, 

The picture p i n t e d  i n  the report i s  not, hmever, reflected 
either in comments appearing i n  the l o c d  PTess, which does not 
seem to  share Abramzont s sa t is fact ion a t  the economic and cul tura l  
developrent, or in the pungent criticisms of the conduct of affairs  

the results  obtained which have been voiced by some local  
authorities, 

According t o  Sovyetskaya Kirgizia of 5th August 1953, the 
situation a t  a certain kolkhoz i n  the Dzhalalabad oblast i s  far 
f m m  satisfactory: "The cotton crop continues t o  decline a t  t h i s  
kolkhoz. Instead of the ea r l i e r  average of 1 9  centners, 17 
centners were produced. i n  1950, U.4 centners i n  1951 and 12.7 
centners i n  1952. A s  a r esu l t  of these poor harvests the work- 
day ( tmodn i )  payments, and thus the peasants ' cash income, have 
sharply decreased. In  stockbeeding conditions a r e  M better.  
The herd i s  not being improved, se lec t iv i ty  is non-existent, hay 
w e s t i n g  has been very d m ,  fodder stocks a r e  iwdequate, 
next Year t h i s  kolkhoz w i l l  again be obliged t o  purchase fodder. 
Cattle are being badly terded, and the targets  for  milk ~ o a u c t i o n  
and mm.l have never been reached." 

Amin, i n  i t s  issue of 3rd June 1953, the 8- newspaper 
OeveElg cr i t i c izes  certain kdkhoz es of the I Ssyk-Kd o a a s t  
for the poor quality of the crops and herds t h y  a re  producing and 
for their fai lure t o  reach an, of the targets ,  i n  agriculture 
or in  stockbreeding, fixed for 1952. 

The Secretary of the ~ssyk-Kul Regional Committee of the 
C-st Party, Primov, i n  his report submitted t o  the Central 
C w t t e e  of Kirgizia, places the responsibility far these 
6hortcomings on the Rirgiz Minietry of Agriculture and Procure- 
ment* h n g  others, he made the following points : 



(a) Delays in the supplying of f e r t i l i z e r s  and s p r e  parts for 
agricultural  machines have l ed  t o  poor crops and slaw 
harvesting. 

(b) Careless husbandry has l e f t  the crops permeated with weeds. 

(c) Inadequate cult ivation of perennial grasses has hindered 
both the imprwemnt of breeds ard the r i s e  i n  prductiuity. 

The advisabi l i ty  of maktng the Chairmen of kolkhozes, the 
Directors of MTSq and the o f f i c ia l s  in charge of agricultural  sections 
personally responsible...." i s  voiced by m y  Soviet authorities. 

Inadequate construotion of stables,  barns and cm-sheds provided 
another f i e l d  of criticism. I n  the kolkhozes of the Kirgiz  Republic 
i n  1953, only 70 per cent of the  ca t t l e  have cow-sheds, and only 
63 per cent of the sheep and goats were pravided with harns. In this 
respect, conditions are said t o  be part icularly bad i n  the oblasts 
of Issyk-Kul , Talas and Tien-Shan. 

A t  the  Plenum of the Frunze Regional C o d t t e e  of the C M s t  
Party of Kirgizia, held in September 1953, very much the same story 
was told of wholesale fa i lu re  t o  reach any of the targets ,  either 
i n  a s i c u l t u r e  - crops, sugar beet, potatoes, vegetables, perennial 
grasses - or i n  stock-breeding. T h i s  f a i lu re  was  a t t r ibuted t o  lack 
of "agricultural" leadership and t o  the inefficiency of local  
author i t i e s  . 

The inefficiency of the MTS was a l so  emphasized. In spi te  of an 
increase in the number of t r a c t m s  and h a m s t e r s  available i n  1953, 
mny BBITS' fa i led  t o  fulfil t h e i r  o b l i ~ t i o m ,  and t he i r  fai lure is 
a t t r ibuted t o  the lack of trained mechanics and t o  pow maintenance. 
During the f i r s t  six months of 1953 the t rac tors  are  said t o  have 
been id le  for  no l e s s  than 25 per cent of t h e i r  scheduled ~ a r k i W . 3  
haurs . 

Absenteeism, too, i s  very p r d e n t ,  and "the economic and 
administrative consolidation of the Kirgiz kolkhozes, and i n  particu- 
l a r  the organization of labour and the maintenance of disciplirre:' i e  
a problem which has s t i l l  t o  be solved by the authori t ies of the 
Kirgiz SSR. Swyetskaya Kirgizia reported tha t ,  during 1953, 17 Pr 
eITt of the kolkhoeniks i n  the Frunze oblaat did not complete the 
prescribed number of work-days. 

Another s t r ik ing difference between Abramzon' s impressions a . d  
statements appearing i n  the local press i s  i n  the matter of 
zd~lcation. The l a t t e r  describe the  conditions i n  the Issyk-Kul 
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oblast as worse than i n  any other oblast of Kirgizia,  The 

compulsory education law i s  not being observed; a la rge  number 
of children, and par t icu lar ly  those of parents engaged i n  animal 
husbandry, did not a t tend school a t  a l l  during the year 1953; 
and the programme f o r  the continued education of working youths 
i s  not being carr ied out. 

Swe t skaya  Etnoaaflya (1953 - No. 3) 

Sovyetskaya Kiraiziya 1953 

NO TEA - ONLY VODKA AND EEER 

"Tea please, 

T o  tea,  only vodka and beer" the  waitress sa id  i r r i t ab ly .  

This exchange took place i n  the  s t a t i o n  restaurant a t  FrunZe. 
The customer asked fo r  the  complaint book and three days l a t e r  
received a reply t o  h s  complaint. "Your remarks a r e  jus t ,  it 
read, "and we have taken measures t o  improve the service. The 
cook KLepov has been r e p r w . e d  and fined." Several days went 
by but there was s t i l l  no tea  t o  be had in the restaurant;  nor is 
any being served there today. The customers blame the waiter 
Dankeyev. He shout S,  i:; rude and refuses t o  hand over the 
complaint book. The -lager too turns a deaf ear  t o  the Just  
complaints , 

Source -* 

Sovyetskaya Ki rez iya .  December, 1953. 
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TURKMENISTAN 

The growth of towns in Turkmenistan i n  recent years has followed 
the pattern of the general economic development i n  the area. Two 
important factars have been the  intensif ied exploitation of the 
o i l  reserves i n  the western part of the republic and the opening 
up of new transport routes. The effect  of these has been t o  set 
afoot the fhther d e v e l o p n t  of srnre of the prospecting se t t le-  
ments and t o  exterd the entrepot trade of major ports and junctions. 
The public services generally associated wit-h modern c i ty  l i f e  have 
made the i r  appearance a t  varying speeds i n  different  places and the 
local  press re f lec t s  sa t is fact ion or dissatisfaction with the 
progress that has been made. There have been problems of labour 
and m t e r i a l ,  notable among the l a t t e r  being the quantity and 
quality of building bricks. Bad planning and fa i lure  t o  take into 
account local  factors such a s  the sal ine content of certain soi ls  
are responsible for  some of the o t k r  d i f f icul t ies .  

The o i l  c i t i e s  

The growth of t m s h i p s  in the o i l  f i e ld  areas has been consid- 
erable both i n  range and achievement. The task of providing 
essential public services such as  water and gas supplies i n  towm 
which have sprung up almost overnight has been part ly accomplished. 
Judging by reports the general picture i s  one of rapid expansion 
and of healthier  and easier  l iv ing conditions, though complaints 
of broken promises, of roads not bu i l t ,  of a shortage of houses, of 
bad transport a d  so on, have not been absent. 

The increasing output of the Vyshka oil-fields has brought 
prosperity t o  Nebit-Dag, a railway junction in the foothj l l s  of 
the Great BaLkhan r idge aTla the local  press re f lec t s  the general 
sat isfaction with the progress. Large scale projects are i n  
operation t o  prwide the c i ty  with gas, hosp i ta~ l .~ ,  m W  restaurants 
and w e r  1,500 f la ts .  Ten two-storeyed buildings in the centre of 
the c i ty  are nearly complete. The Forest Depr tmnt  i s  putting UP 
a large building which w i l l  serve a s  the headquarters for the whole 
desert region that  surrounds t h i s  town of white buildings. A new 
amusement park i s  being l a i d  out, and m ice f ac toq ,  a cafeteria 
a d  a theatre t o  seat  900 are in the process of construction. A 
reaway s ta t ion has recently been comple ted. The water-supply 







TURKMENISTAN 

problem has been overcome with the finding of water a t  Dzhebel where 
eight wells have already been sunk, so that Nebit-Dag no longer 
relies on Kazandzhik for  i t s  water. Workers earn between three and 
four thousand rubles a month and, with cheap housing, heating and 
lighting, can a f f o d  t o  spend most of the i r  money on food and 
clothing, expensive though these may be. In  the circumstances even 
the local paper, Vyshka, i s  seldom c r i t i c a l  of the shortcomings i n  
the public s e ~ c e s .  

The extension of gas supplies t o  private houses has helped t o  
rake l i f e  more comfortable i n  Vyshka a s  w e 1 1  a s  i n  Nebit-Dag. Vysfi 
i s  also getting a new social  club and with Dzhebel now enjoys the 
benefit of the improved water supply available t o  Nebit-Dag. 

Kum-Dag's improved prospects 

Pending an increase i n  the flow from the oil-wells the fiture 
of Kum-Dag was in the balance. This increase has n m  materialized 
and plans for expansion a re  being put i n to  effect. The increase i n  
the output of o i l  went up by 34 per cent i n  1952 and i n  the first 
three and a half months of 1953 the daily yield was up by a f ir ther 
ten per cent. Its oil-fields a r e  now regarded among the most 
Promising of the oil-bearing areas of Turlanenistan. The name of t h e  
tm means "Hill of Sand" and it was indeed a s t re tch  of desert 

not so long ago. Today it  has asphalt s t ree t s  and pavement;s, 
an ice factory, a school for a s  many a s  750 children and other 
amenities. Work has s tar ted  on a Diesel p e r  s t a t ion  and, t o  
Promote vegetation by regular i r r igat ion,  2& kilometers of pipes 
have been la id .  

The mjo r  problem in Kum-Dag i s  the provision of housing for the 
workers. It was decided last year that  only two-storeyea houses 
should be bui l t  and that a l l  l iv ing  quarters should have @s l a i d  
0% For 1953, 8,500 square m t e r s  of l iv ing space were promised 

two million rubles was t o  be spent t o  provide gas. But far a 
t- that has grm up i n  the desert l iv ing quarters a re  so far 
quite inadequate t o  meet the needs of the workers. Many a re  thus 
obliged t o  come from Nebit-Dag 42 kilometers away. Even this 
Would be 'bearable i f  good transport were available, but it is not 
and wny of the men have t o  wait for hours i n  the hope of gett ing 
a lift. The resul t  i s  seen i n  the low standard of labour 
discipline in some sectors of the oil-fields and a t  some derricks. 

Cheleken. "City of the Sean 

Cheleken, on the shores of the Caspian Sea, pNKi.aes an 
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interest ing story. Twlo years ago there were no signs of any tcmm life 
i n  the area and only the settlement of Dogadzhik was t o  be found on 
current mps  of the region. Last June it was decided tha t  the 
building of a new tm on the s i t e s  of the settlements of Azizbekovo, 
Pervomaiski and Do@dzhik should be accelerated. To meet the needs 
of a population t ha t  was expected t o  increase threefold, 25,000 
square metres of l i v ing  quarters were t o  be pruvided. TpVo main 
s t ree t s  ga ra l l e l  t o  the seashore were t o  be intersected by a number 
of shorter lanes running down t o  the sea f'ram the sand dunes above. 
It was referred t o  in a press handout as  "the City of the Sea". 
The Cheleken peninsula has a t t r ac ted  thousands of Russians, Azerbaid- 
zhanis , Armenians, Georgians, Turkmens , Kazakhs , Uzbeks , Wainians,  
White Russians, Moldavians , Buryats , Esthonians and gypsies, who are 
all a t  work level l ing the land and laying the faundations of the new 
tmn.  The remarkable claim i s  made tha t  a t  the  New Cheleken 
construction s i t e ,  workers of no fewer than 34 nat ional i t ies  are 
employed. 

Building materials, mchinery , boring equiprent and other 
m t e r i a l s  were reaching the construction s i t e  i n  large quantities as 
early a s  last May, but in October it was  admitted that  so far not a 
single square foot of road surface had been l a i d  and trucks stin 
had t o  make t h e i r  way through deep sand. No pmer s ta t ion had been 
bu i l t  and most of the tuwn blocks got t he i r  e l e c t r i c i t y  from low- 
powered mobile generators. There was not a single bathhouse on the 
s i t e  and for general use there were only s h m r  baths. The town 
did not have a single shrub or t r e e  pawing. 

I n  the meantime the workers in the industr ies of the region are 
reported t o  be exceeding t he i r  -1 targets .  A t  an unspecified. 
chemical plant, production by October had exceeded 76 per cent of 
the a m 1  quota. Do@~hik had reached i ts  target  for the pocwe-  
ment of ozokerite for  the whole year a s  ear ly  a s  the 6th November. 

Extensive developrent has taken place over the ent i re  area 
known as  "Industrial Cheleken." Here a settlement t o  house 
several thousand oil warkers is i n  the process of construction. 
Houses are t o  have gas, water and elect r ic i ty .  That there i s  
sufficient  p e r  is evident from the number of l igh t s  blazing 
along the coast l i ne  every night. 

The turn-over of the new port of Aladzha, serving Cheleken, has 
a l so  increased, part icularly as  the stream of materials for 
building and other equipment destined for Cheleken arrives i n  
ever larger quantities. To improve the l ink  with Krasnmdsk an 
express ferry s e m c e  has been planned and tk steamboat built 
for the purpose was expected i n  Octobr. This vessel, capable of 
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carrying 80 passengers, was bu i l t  a t  Ta-g on the Sea of Azw. 
It was bui l t  fo r  speed, and, a s  i f '  t o  s t ress  tha t  the develop- 
ment of Cheleken was under the control of Moscow, it was t o  
proceed t o  Moscm for inspection a d  regis t ra t ion before it went 
into service. 

Improved port f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Krasnwodsk 

With the cutt ing of the Volga-Don Canal, Krasnavdsk has become 
a port of even greater importance than before with vessels from 
Odessa and Kherson, from the Bal t ic  and the White Sea, all 
arriving with cargoes of grain and timber, of building materials, 
machineq and indust r ia l  equipmnt. The port f hc i l i t i e s  a r e  
being extended rapidly t o  meet the  demands of increased t ra f f i c  
and dockers are being cal led  on t o  s e t  up new records i n  the 
handling of cargoes and turn-about of ships. On 20th August, 
for example, three s teamrs  were deal t  with in record time. They 
were m.v. Mikoyan, bringing timber fram Astrakhan, the barge 
B u w s l a n  bringing motor cars frcua Baku, and m.v. Thirty Years 
of Vlksm which was not only unloaded six hours ahead of 
schedule but loaded again with a cargo of cotton in record tim 
the same day. I n  October s. s. A m - D w  with grain from 
Makhach-Kala and s. s . Azizbekm with machinery and factory 
equ imn t  were a l so  dea l t  with a t  great speed, the doch r s  in 
the case of the l a t t e r  vessel t rebling the norm. T h i s  enabled 
the ship t o  make an extra t r i p  across the Caspian i n  November. 
Aminst these records it has t o  be said t ha t  s.s. Kolyma 
m c h  arrived a t  Krasnwdsk with nachinery and machine pads 
from Danube and Dm ports on 21st June was s t i l l  i n  the port on 
28th July. 

The productivity of labour a t  tk port h a  r i sen  by about 
15 per cent, charges have been reduced and the handling of 
skips has been accelerated. This i s  due not only t o  the 
@eater efforts  of a larger force of dock labour but a l so  t o  
technical impravemnts in the part. An unusual addition t o  
the f ac i l i t i e s  of the port has been a f loating dock, said t o  
be of original design "on the lines of a tanker". This w i l l  
be used t o  help ships i n  d is t ress  out a t  sea even when 
damaged below the water-line, a s  it reproduces almoet complete- 
ly  the conditions which obtain i n  dockyards. The vessel i s  
afloat,  but was not completely equipped when l a s t  mentioned. 
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Faulty l i a i son  with the railway system 

Lack of proper co-ordination between the port authori t ies and the 
Ashkhabad Railway is  responsible for  a good deal of de&ay i n  hand- 
ling t ra f f i c .  I n  September during a p e r i d  of 13 days, 145 waggans 
of mixed freight  were short delivered a t  Krasnwodsk port station. 
For t h i s  both the port and the railway author i t ies  were blamed. 
Waggonlaads would reach Krasnwodsk Port Stat ion beyond the handling 
capacity of the docks. This resulted i n  the work at  the  port becam- 
ing disorganized; steamers would be waiting t o  be unladed while 
waggons accumulated on t he  wharf. Fhrdling charges were increased 
greatly by the necessity of @king cargoes i n t o  warehouses, and in 
the early p r t  of 1953 the handling charge f o r  a ton of freight had 
r i sen by 1.44 rubles. Cases of neaigence a re  a l so  reported, such 
a s  the delivery t o  the railway i n  August 1953 of 300 tons of general 
cargo which i n  1952 had been booked for  shipment by steamship 
c o ~ e s  from re la t ive ly  nearby ports. Another glaring case was the 
forwarding t o  a scrap metal dump of four brand new winches, an 
e lec t r i c  motor and W g ~ s  cylinders. 

As a resu l t  of t raining courses far dockers and sa i lors  son3 
impruvemnt i n  the  co-ordination of work has i n  recent months been 
brmght about. This may explain a press comment of 4th November, 
*ch, in spi te  of the shortcomings jus t  described, praised the CO- 

ordination of work achieved by steamship a d  r a i l m y  staffs .  fir 
the second year rurming, courses l a s t ing  seven months have been hela 
for candidates f o r  hi-r posts as captains of the smaller sea- 
going vessels plying along the south-eastern shores of the Caspian 
Sea. Among other assigrmrents trainees are e~pec t ed  t o  serve on the 
motor baats of the fishing f l e e t s  and on Chelekenneft steamers. 

Developrents in the c i t y  

Krasnwdsk has grown i n  other directions an3 i s  now the capital 
of' an oblast . New errherprises include the Building Materials 
Kombinat, the Oil Trust 's hospital and the Palace of Culture. 
Founktians have also b e n  l a i d  for  new blocks of f la ts .  Of the 
older undez-takings, the S ta l in  workshops recently celebrated their  
tenth anniversary. Prcduction here has been increased sevenfold 
during the decade, and the buildings surrounding the plant house 
a school, a k i n d e r w e n  and a hospital. The local  sh ip repa i r  
wharves, on the other hand, seem t o  be behind schedule in both 
output and efficiency. Ln the l o c m t i v e  sheds a ten-ton bridge 
crane and e lec t r i ca l ly  driven locomotive jacks have been installed 
which can hoist locomotives i n  from five t o  ten  minutes. The 
feeding of coal t o  the boiler-room a t  the workshops has been 
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mechanized, a steam hammer has been ins ta l led  and steps have been 
taken t o  erect a pneumatic hammer. 

Roads and water suppl,ies 

A l l  the main ar te r i es  of t r a f f i c  i n  the c i t y  have been asphalted. 
It i s  claimed that  there i s  an ample supply of water for  domestic and 
industrial purposes, but the suggestion tha t  water had t o  be 
?broughtn may imply that  there i s  a s  yet  no system of pipes for  
supplying individual users and t ha t  these have t o  rely on mobile 
water tanks. 

Palace of Culture scandal 

Progress i n  the pruvision of new amenities daes not seem t o  be 
uniform. A recent newspper a r t i c l e  carried the heading: ' m y  
i s  the Palace of Culture s t i l l  an empty shell?* T h i s  building on 
the shares of the Caspian, was s tar ted  seven years ago and has 
been completed a t  a cost of over ll m. rubles. But today it i s  
s t i l l  not i n  use. In the evenings the windms are unl i t  ard the 
rooms and hal ls  a re  almost empty, Now and again a f i l m  or  a play 
might be produced, but many of the roams a re  unfurnished and i n  
the foyer the chandeliers have been brought down and many of the 
windm smashed, 

Why, a s h  the paper, is  a building specifically designed and 
hilt for cultural  purposes and provided with 94 roams, ha l l s  and 
studies, a l ibrary  and store-rooms for  scenery and decorations a l l  
completed, l e f t  unused? The m r  is  that  the buuding cannot 
as yet be off ic ia l ly  opened and so it is a ~ n i s t e r e d  by a 
skeleton staff  of one person, who combines a l l  duties connected 
With the palace from director t o  janitor  of the  building. A 
comnission reparting on the building recently showed that  there 
were 25 inf'ringements of f i r e  regulations a d  t h a t  exactly 100 
major defects had t o  be rec t i f i ed  before the &rector could re- 
cruit a s taf f  of entertainers. Yoreuver, the remlving stage 
specified i n  the contract has not been provided, space for seats 
in  the central ha l l  has not been properly calculated and 
ventilation has been neglected i n  a mnner that  ~llaks the use of 
the building i n  summer impossible, The ceil ing i s  s t i l l  unlainted, 
and Plaster has been fa l l ing  on t o  the floor. 



Chardzhou ' s increased t r a f f i c  

Chardzhou, an important junction of the land and water highways of 
Turkmenistan, the Ashkhabad railway and the Amu-Da:rya, has now the 
added task of serving a s  a base f o r  trans-shipment of freight t o  the 
Main Turkmen Canal. Despite delays or the possible suspension of work 
on t h i s  canal, the project has benefited Chardzhou. In the l as t  two 
years no l e s s  than 40 m. rubles have been al located t o  rnajor develop 
m n t  s ~ h u . a .  The docks have been largely mechanized. I n  May the 
shipyards overhauled a number of veesels, including S.S. Frume, S.S. 

Mikoyan, m.v. Byelinski, m.v. Turgencv and a dredger. The "Dorokhov" 
process has expedited the work of removing rus t  from hulls  and reduced 
the number of manual workers involved from 20 t o  5. Three 150 h.p. 
dredgers were assembled a t  the Republican Excavator Assembly Works and 
the to ta l  figure for  the year was expected t o  reach 12. Trials  were 
also made for  major repairs  t o  ~ . 6  motors. 

Improved rail f a c i l i t i e s  planned include a new railway and goods 
s ta t ion and an werbridge t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t r a f f i c  across the lines. 
The maggon repair sheds recently werhauled 65 waggons i n  20 days ,- 
a record. Better road services a re  promised a l so  as  40,000 metres 
of pavement and 70,000 metres of roads a r e  t o  be asphalted. 

The tm has been p r d s e d  a new furniture works, a silk-weaving 
Kombinat, a m i l k  factory and a new pmer s ta t ion  a t  the water works. 
Schoole for  hydro-technicians and for r ive r  p i lo t s  and mechanics are  
t o  be opened. 

I n  the midst of so much ac t iv i ty  there i s  s t i l l  news of delays in 
the carrying out of building plans, The building trade i s  handi- 
capped by a serious shortage of labour, Work on a kolkhoznik club 
and headquarters has been s tar ted  and given up no l e s s  than six times* 

Other c i t i e s  

Kazandzhik came in to  existence when the building of the Main 
Turhlen C a n a l  was started. The foundations of a new power station 
have been l a i d  and there i s  a l so  news of a new dispensary c l in ic  
for  workers i n  the southern part of the C a n a l  Zone. The workers of 
the locomotive sheds have been reaching 170 per cent of the i r  
production W e x .  

The expansion of Tashauz i s  reflected i n  the addition of ten new 
municipal election wards in 1953. New houses have been built round 
the railway s ta t ion fo r  i r r iga t ion  workers, technicians engaged on 
the k n  Turkmen Canal,  forestry and so i l  experts, and others. The 
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town council are  however accused of not taldng adequate a n t i -  
malarial precautions. The c i t y  b k r y  ( M ~ N )  has been much 
criticized. The r iver  has been allowed t o  get  polluted, the 
local mrket  has been badly run, and the kolkhoz market paving 
neglected. Roads i n  som of the kolkhozes of the raion were often 
flooded and the roads leading t o  the S ta l in  and Iolotan raions a r e  
in  a bad state. 

Tedzhen has mde good progress. Roads and piverents have been 
covered with bitumen. New water mains have been l a i d  a d  the 
s e m c e s  of the power stat ion,  the local  hotel ard the municipal 
baths have all been improved. On 3rd June a new p e r  s ta t ion was 
opened a t  the local  M.T. station. 

In Kyzyl-Arvat there i s  news of the  asphalting of 2,000 sq.m. 
of pavements. But the loca l  parka and other recreational 
amenities are  sadly neglected. There i s  not a single bench i n  the 
park, no l ighting a t  night, no watering of footpaths and no 
restr ict ions an cycles and motor  cycles. A stadium by the park 
completed several years ago has not yet  been equipped and the r a i l -  
way park with no fencing arourni it has had a l l  its statues snmshed 
and i ts  dance f loors rendered unf i t  for  use. 

Gasan-Kuli, a srnall port on the Caspian, has long been h0w-n 
for i ts  carpets3 it has a l so  a fishing kolkhoz and i s  a snnctuary 
for rare birds. The so i l  of the raion is poor and it lacks fresh 
Water supplies. But the c i t y  has a highly l i t e r a t e  population from 
which many figures prominent i n  the world of l e t t e r s ,  art and 
politic's bave emerged. 

NO mention has been made of the new town of Takhia-Tash which 
unti l  A p r i l  1953 figured prominently i n  the press. 

Reports of progress a t  a number of stations on the 
Chahou-Rungrad branch of the Ashkhabad railway have appeared i n  
the Fess .  But at times building is  slow and a t  Siding 419,  here 
buildings a re  inadequate, no t ickets  are sold and t o  get a passage 
from the siding one has t o  proceed t o  the nert  s tat ion more than 
10 kilometers amye 

Building ~roblems 

In conclusion it has t o  be noted that  although building on a 
large scale i e  going an in dl the c i t i e s  of the republic, certain 
~roblems ar ise  almost, everywhere which affect  quali ty and slow 
d m  the ra te  of mrk.  On the supply side the a i tput  of bricks of 
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good quality has not been enough t o  meet the demand, and the building- 
material t rus t s  are  strongly cr i t ic ized.  I n  the f i r s t  eight months 
of 1953 deliveries &om the ki lns  were short by 33 m. bricks. The 
industry lacks a stable labour force and time i s  wasted i n  training 
hands each year for what i s  seasonal wark. Even managerial staff are 
l i ab le  t o  change frequently and a t  an Ashkhabad Works 1 9  directors 
have been replaced i n  the course of nine months. 

The quality of the bricks produced i s  poor. Processes have not 
been standardized. The drying of green bricks takes 45 t o  56 hours 
instead of 30, and a high proportion of the bricks produced i s  
unusable. A record fo r  inefficiency was attained by the  Kaakhka kilns 
wtlich were se t  an annual target  of 2.75 m. bricks but prcduced only 
300,000 i n  the f i r s t  eight months of 1953. Not a single brick 
supplied by them m s  up t o  standard i n  shape or size, A l l  the work 
was done by manual labour while machinery was rusting i n  the open, 
and the costs of the bricks were double the est inated figures. NO 
laboratory t e s t s  were applied and no sort ing was done ; but a l l  bricks 
were supposed t o  be of the best quality. The story of mechanical 
equipment not being used i s  repeated i n  reports from a number of 
kilns i n  Chardzhou oblast. 

Not a few buildings were deteriorating premturely because of 
the quality of the bricks used. This i s  often due t o  bricks being 
made of clay with a high saline content, though i n  some cases the 
erection of houses on s i t e s  where the so i l  i s  d i n e  has also  been 
responsible for decay. 

Poor labour discipline and l o w  quality of work must take their  
share of the  blame for the sLm and expensive execution of building 
propamrrpes. Trade unions have been strongly cr i t ic ized for not 
seeing that  workers are  well trained and carry out the* work 
properly. It i s  not a t  a l l  tlllusual t o  find that  the allocation of 
Auds for a schem for  a particular year i s  not taken up i n  f u l l -  
during the year. Thus a t  Mary, of 560,000 rublee allocated for a 
hospital building, only 240,000 rubles were spent and the rest nad 
to be carried forward. A t  Leninsk, i n  Tashauz oblast , of the 380,00° 
rubles sanctioned for a project, only 165,000 could be used in the 
current year. 

A t  the Supreme Council in Moscm it was recently stated that  the 
poor use of' mechanical equipment and the variable labour force a t  
construction s i t es  were responsible for the fai lure t o  car"qY out 
building plans and t o  use the W s  allocated year by year. This 
applies with particular force t o  Turlanenietan, 

sources, 



K A Z A K H S T A N  

Recently M r .  Khrushchev, Secretary General of the Communist 
of the Swie t  Union, stated in a report presented t o  the Central 
Committee of the Egrty tha t  Kazakhstan had a t  the erd of 1953 
only 17 m. sheep and goate n s  against a figure of 19  m. for the 
year 1928. The s t a temnt  i s  highly significant not only because of 
its source, but a l so  because .it suggests that ,  despite ef for ts  that  
have been made i n  recent years t o  improve the si tuation,  and despite 
the high percentage s t a t i s t i c s  that  have been published using the 
1940 position a6 the 'basis of comparison, the repl 'bl ic  has not yet  
wercome the setback experienced i n  the  years before 1940. The 
comparison with 1928 becomes even more unfavourable when it i s  
realized t h a t  the econoq of the  republic has been expandling i n  
almost every other direction and that  i t s  ru ra l  l i f e  depends mainly 
on livestock. A f'urther fact  that  must cause serious thought i s  
the low r a t i o  of wool deliveries for  1953 as campred with the 
targets se t  for  the producers, the figure quoted by Mr. Khrusl~chev 
being from 60 t o  70 per cent. 

h n g  the units of the Soviet Union, Kazakhstan is the biggest 
breeder of horses, the second biggest producer of sheep and the 
third i n  its population of c a t t l e  and horses. The Great Soviet 
Encyclopaedia comparea figures for 1950 with those for  1940 and 
finds a 300 per cent increase in the number of sheep and goats, a 
75 Per cent r i s e  i n  the number of ca t t l e  ard a six per cent r i s e  
i n  the number of horses. I n  the swkhozes the number of sheep 
and g-ts rose by 63 per cent and t h a t  of horses by 43 per cent 
wer  the same decade. 

The republic has some 'l,300 veterinary and zootechnical 
stations where about 5,000 ve te r imly  surgeons and the i r  a ss i s t -  
ants serve the needs of i t s  livestock treeding f a m ~ .  

Targets for t h i s  year 

Kazakhstanskaya Bavda of 10th October 1953 gives the target  
figures for livestock which the planners have Set for 1954 for  
the whole replmic  far  the kolkhozes a s  folhws :- 



AGRICULTURE KAZAKHSTAN 

Whole republic Kolkhoze s 

Cattle 5,000,000 2,800,000 (including 
880,000 cows) 

Sheep and Goats 28,850,000 20,200,000 
pigs 590,000 300,000 

Kolkhozes adjacent t o  the tms of Alma-Ata,  Karagknda, Chimkent, 
Ust-Kamenogorsk and Zyryanavsk are  t o  have a percentage of cows to a l l  
ca t t l e  of a t  l e a s t  60,  other collective farms are  s e t  a figure of 40 
t o  50 per cent. Meat production i s  t o  reach 360,000 tons for this 
year and 420,000 tons for  1955; milk production 680,000 tons and 
830,000 tons respectively; and wool outplt 45,000 and 57,000 tons 
respectively. 

Fodder procuremnt 

In  practice, the kolkhazes have been negligent i n  the natter of 
building stables, barns and shel ters  and of laying i n  stocks of fodder 
for t h i s  winter. Consequently many collective farms have alrea4y had 
t o  buy, i n  the middle of the winter of 1953, quantities of fodder from 
distant  areas a d  t o  my considerable sums for  i t s  transpork. The 
early onset of winter mde things additionally d i f f i cu l t  for 
individual kolkhozes a s  well a s  for  whole raions. 

Not one oblast of the republic complied with the pro- for 
the procurement of winter fodder. In  80 collective farms of -olinsk 
oblast for  instance, only 60 per cent of the forage required has been 
la id  an. The kolkhozes of the Urlutyunsk, Galklno, Lozovsk and 
Mikbailovsk raians in Pavlohr  oblast have been even l e s s  well p r o d -  
ed. Things are  no better  i n  numerous koUchozes i n  the Aktyubinsk 
and South-Kazakhstan oblasts where large q d t i e s  of hay were not 
collected. Some 800,000 hectares of muwn hay which had not been 
stacked in time were abandoned i n  f ie lds  thickly covered with Enow 
i n  the Ahtyubinsk, Kustanai and West-Kazakhstan oblasts. Less than 
half the needted hay was procured i n  Semipalatinsk oblast, and it was 
the same story i n  l a t e  1953 in many kolkhozes of the Alma-Ata, South- 
Kazakhstan, East-Kazakhstan, Taldy-Kurgan, PBvlcdar, ~ o r t h - r n a k h s t a ~  
and other ob'lasts. There are a lso  complaints of inadequate help 
from the M.T. and the M.Zh. stations. 

hhw a kolkhoz f a i l s  t o  pay enough attention t o  the pr~curemlrt 
of straw. In  Kustanai oblast for instance, l e s s  than half the 
available straw was stacked i n  1953, while s l igh t ly  m r e  was laid 
in i n  West-Kazakhstan, Aktyubinsk, Alma-Ata and other oblasts. In 
the south of the republic many kolkhozes could have mrde up thei r  
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def ic i t  i n  hay by s to r ing  i n  s i l o s  sugar-beet and other vegetable 
leaves, but the value of these types of fodder i s  not f u l l y  
appreciated. The programme of storage i n  s i l o e  f o r  t h e  whole 
republic was only car r ied  out t o  the  extent of 50 per cent. In 
spite of the f a c t  t h a t  l a rge  numbers o f  c a t t l e  would s p e d  the  
winter i n  grazing areas ,  a large pa r t  of t h e i r  fodder had not been 
received a s  l a t e  a s  l a s t  November. I n  Aktyubinsk oblast  only 21.2 
per cent of the required hay had reached the grazing lands; i n  
Akmolinsk oblast ,  34.4 per cent and i n  West-fizakhstan, 23.3 per 
cent. 

Stables, barns and wel l s  

By a d i rec t ive  of 25th August, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Procurement ins t ruc ted  kolkhozes t o  complete tb building of 
a l l  s tables ,  barns and wel l s  i n  the  grazing areas  by 15th October. 
In these areas  ve te r inary  services ,  shops and medical he lp  should 
have been avai lable  a s  w e l l ,  but none of t h e  schemes m t e r i a l i z e d  
i n  time. 

The great  majority of the  a n i m l s  a r e  s t i l l  i n  the open and 
very l i t t l e  has been done f o r  watering, Thousards of cubic 
metres of timber a r e  p i led  up a t  Uralsk, Kaeakhstan, Alexandrov- 
hi, Dzhanybek and other railway s ta t ions ,  a d  a f'urther 17,000 
cubic metres a r e  s t o m a  by the regional cooperative union; y e t  t he  
building of s tab les ,  barns and she l t e r s  f o r  kolkhoz l ives tock  i s  
behind schedule. I n  Dzhangalin ra ion  the  kolkhozes took only 
X) cubic metres of the 1,072 put a t  t h e i r  disposal ,  leaving a l l  
the r e s t  in the cooperative s tore .  Other raions t e l l  a similar 
st 0l-Y . 

Numerous pledges, d i r ec t ives  and other  verbal  exgressions of 
a desire t o  rectif 'y matters have achieved very l i t t l e .  The Egrty, 
the Soviet au thor i t ies  and the republican ag r i cu l tu ra l  au tho r i t i e s  
have mde l i t t l e  p rac t i ca l  contr ibut ion t o  the organization of 
work. Kaz~khs tanska~a  fiavda blames a l l  three f a r  t h e  backwad 
s ta te  of animl husbandry i n  Kazakhstan and says t h a t  only 
deliberate neglect can explain the  very low percentage of COWS i n  
the herds of the k o m o z e s  - a mere 24.3 per cent of the to t a l .  
w -1 husbandry continues t o  be the  most backwal-d branch of the  
Kazakh rural econonly, l1 says the -per i n  i t s  i ssue  of 10th 
October. '%ing the  l a s t  few years ,  as a r e s u l t  of la rge  scale  
e ~ k o o t i c s ,  many kolkhozes not only f a i l ed  t o  increase the 
"Umber of t h e i r  c a t t l e ,  but ac tua l ly  saw it decline." 



Decreases i n  l ives tock  

During 1952 t h e  numbers of  l ives tock  on Kazakh co l lec t ives  f e l l  by 10.8 
per cent. Many kolkhozes, ins tead  of increasing t h e i r  herds and flocks by 
breeding, s t i l l  r e s o r t  t o  purchasing f'rom individual  owners. They thus 
waste most of the c r e d i t s  &l.ven t o  them t o  buy thoroughbred stud animals 
and t o  bui ld  s tab les  and barns and improve t h e i r  fodder position, Each year 
they lo se  numbers of l ives tock ,  espec ia l ly  caws and e w s ,  t o  the detriment 
of breeding programmes. 

Buying c a t t l e  from peasant awners has reduced the  stocks of such owners 
by 350,000 animals (of which 188,000 were cows) a s  compred with the 1940 
figure ; the corresponding f a l l  i n  holdings of sheep was 903,000 animals. 
The number of peasant homesteads without a caw rose by 90,000, again as 
compared with 1940, and on 1st January 1953, such homesteads were 15.3 per cent 
of the t o t a l  of peasant homesteads i n  the  republic,  The livestock position 
1s pa r t i cu l a r ly  bad i n  t h e  Guryev, Dzhambul and South-Kazakhstan oblasts, 
where 73 t o  81 per cent of t h e  peasant famil ies  have no c m s ,  and i n  the 
Alma-Ata, East-Kazakhstan, Pavlodar a d  North-Kazakhstan regions, where 90 
per cent of the  peasant f d i e s  a r e  without sheep or goats. 

The breeding pos i t ion  

(Cattle) 

A livestock census took place i n  m a k h s t a n  during the  f i r s t  ten dsys 
of October 1953, when 10,000 selected o f f i c i a l s  were t o  r eg i s t e r  the 
c a t t l e  ava i lab le  a t  kolkhozes, smkhozes and other  s t a t e  and cooperative 
fm. The census of animals owned by individual  peasants, workers and 
others was t o  have been car r ied  out by a special  s t a f f  and aftera their  
enumeration, a control  count was t o  take place over a sample of a t  least 
ten per cent of the  homesteads involving the  ac tua l  inspection of the 
a-s. l o  r e s u l t s  have s o  f h  been noticed i n  t he  Soviet press. 

Auliye-Ata breed of c a t t l e  

As a r e s u l t  of a long and carem procese of crossing be.tsreen 
various typs  of thoroughbred stud bulls - Dutch, Fr i s ians  and others - 
and local  c m ,  an improved type of la rge  c a t t l e  ca l led  the 
Ailliye-Ata breed has been p rduced  i n  Kazakhstan. The 



Adiye -Ata breed i s  wide spread i n  the South-Kazakhs t an  and Dzhambul 
(formerly ~ u l i ~ e - ~ t a )  ob las t s ,  having adapted i t s e l f  wel l  t o  the  
climatic conditions prevai l ing i n  t h e  south, and is highly 
productive. The main breeding and d i s t r i bu t ion  centre  f o r  the  
animal i s  t he  s t a t e  f'am f o r  pure bred c a t t l e  a t  Tyulkubas 
established i n  1938. Between 1948 and 1953 the  number of c a t t l e  
of the breed multiplied and rose t o  scores of thousands throughout 
the republic. Thir teen subsidiary farms under the  control  of 
the main breeding centre  a r e  s i t ua t ed  i n  t he  Tyulkubas and Dzhuvelin 
raionfi and have 7,673 head of c a t t l e .  The Auliye-Ata a r e  n m  bred 
in  15 raions of South-Kazakhstan and Dzhambul oblas t s  where they  
represent 37.4 per cent of the c a t t l e  population. The species 
have much i n  common with the  D u k h  c a t t l e  of the Saratov oblast  
(the Engels s t a t i o n  of pure blood c a t t l e ) .  The Auliye-Ata a r e  a l so  
bred on 11 kolkhoz and four  sovkho;: c a t t l e  farms where they number 
12,500 animals. But even so breeding of t h i s  valuable animal could 
be carried out more widely i n  the repbblic. O f  the 12 raions of 
the South-Kazakhstan oblas t  chosen fo r  breeding, only four - 
Tyulkubas, Sairam, Chimkent and Georgievsk have taken it up t o  any 
extent. 

Besides the Auliye-Ata, two other  new breeds of c a t t l e  evolved 
in  Kazakhstan merit mention. They a r e  the Kazakh Whitehead and 
the Ala-Tau. 

The programme f o r  1953 envisaged a 31.8 per cent increase i n  
the number of c a t t l e  i n  the kolkhozes of  t he  republic. I n  f'act, 
as Kaz;akhstanskaya Ravda pointed out on 2nd September, the number 
of animals has f a l l e n  i n  recent  years a s  a r e s u l t  of the  fell in 
the ra te  of reproduction of herds and of the  nunproductive disposal  
of animalsn. While 80 calves were reared f o r  every 100 CUW-S in 
1948, the figure for  1950 had f a l l e n  t o  50 and things have not 
improved since then. Inadequate care  and feeding d t he  wrong 
methods of milking have made t h i s  branch of animal husba- very 
unI,roductive i n  Kazakhstan. 

instances a r e  quoted i n  the  press. IA the  Balkhash ra ion  
of Alma-Ata oblast ,  only two of 1 2  cattle-breeding kolkhozes - 
The Sta l in  and Zhdanm - reached t h e i r  target .  I n  several  kolkhozes 
the number of a n i a s  ac tua l ly  f e l l  irl 1953. Several of the 
sovkhozes and M.T. s t a t i ons  were behind schedule i n  procuring hay 
and other fodder, I n  f ic t  t he  expansion of l ivestock herds was 
largely dependent on the M.T. and the  M.Zh. s t a t i ons  g iv ing  t h e i r  
wholehearted co-operation, a d  t h i s  was not always forthcoming. 
Most of the  an-8 i n  k o l b z e s  of the Balkhash ra ion  spend the 
winter i n  the open or  under primitive she l te rs .  



In  the Bulayev raion, of 560 head of ca t t l e  only 180 are caws 
(including 30 heifers).  The r a t i o  of m e  i s  s t i l l  lower i n  the 
Vtoraya Pyatiletka, Stakhanov and Budem* kolkhozes , i n  each of which 
only from 20 t o  30 calves were obtained i n  1953. Ln the raion 286 
caws and hundreds of heifers were sent t o  clau&ter-houses instead of 
oxen and a t  the Gigant collect ive Pam alone, 15 caws and 10 heifers 
were sent for  slaughter. The number of caws a t  the Strana Smetav,  
Karl Marx and other kolkhozes is fram one th i rd  to  one fourth of the 
set  minimum. A t  the Strana Swgetov livestock farm, cows and young 
ca t t l e  are fed with etraw. A t  the N o v y i  Put kolkboz they get only 
hay, s ix  kilogrammes daily for each animal, or  a f i f t h  of the n o d  
ration. 

Milk production 

On 10th October, Kazakhstanskaya Pravda published the directive of 
the Central Committee of the Camrmrnist Party of Kazakhstan t o  those 
engaged i n  livestock firming. This se t  the following norms for the 
milking of c a t t l e  for  the next two OF three years : (a) i n  the suburban 
kolkhozes, 1,500 t o  1,800 l i t r e s  per caw per season1 (b) i n  the live- 
stock breeding areas, 600 t o  700 l i t r e s  per c m  per season; ( c )  in 
other areas, 1,100 t o  1,200 l i t r e s  per cow per season. 

In the Lenin kolhoz of the Alma-Ata raion records for  16  cows were 
maintained and the resulte, recoded in 8 local  publication, are worth 
noting. On an average each caw yielded 1,228 kilogrammes of milk in 
the s m r  of 19%. Next year the same cows were given 15 t o  20 
kilogrammes of green fodder and three t o  four kilogrammes of concen- 
t r a tes  daily, i n  addit ion t o  grazing, a d  yielded on an average 2,157 
kiloprammes of milk, with 4.05 per cent f a t  content. Same cuws 
produced up t o  2,846 kilogrammes of milk with 4.25 per cent f a t  
content . 

But for the whole of Kazakhstan the output of milk per cow for 
1953 was below the 1940 level.  It was 257 l i t r e s  kn Guryev oblastr 
456 in  South-Kazakhstanj 514 i n  Karaganda; 354 in myl-Orda a d  
613 i n  Alma-Ata. Lack of care, accommodation and food explain the 
l a w  figures. To provide be t t e r  shelters  fo r  c a t t l e  in the next two 
years it i s  hoped t o  canplete stables for 1,500,000 animals. 

Sheep 

A s  with ca t t l e ,  the sheep rearing si tuation is  not satisfacto1Y- 



The sheep yielded l e s s  wool i n  1952 than i n  1940; 1.9 k i l o ~ ~ ? s  
as a s i n s t  2.4 kilogrananes per a n h d ,  Blame for  t h i s  i s  mostly 
to be put on shearers for  untimely and careless shearing. On the 
other hand, Astrakhan sheep are  being raised by a number of 
specialized sovkhozes and kolkhozes; and some new hreeds of sheep 
hare been evolved, includug the thin-fleeced Kazakh and the 
Kazakh Arlcharo-perino sheep. 

The out@ of first-grade Astrakhan skins increased by 9.9 per 
cent in 1952 a s  compared with 1951 i n  sovkhozes and by 9.1 per 
cent in kolkhozes. Gemrally the sovkhozes produce be t t e r  quality 
&ins and i n  the m j o r i t y  of the collect ive farms i n  the Kzyl-Orda 
oblast, only 16.7 per cent of the skins were of the f i r s t  grade. 

Desert into pasture land 

In the sands of the Betpak-Dala desert the Kazakh section of the 
All-Union Agricultural Academy has created an experimental aTlimal 
husbandry station. Scientists  and zootechnicians a re  s l m l y  
pushing in to  the  wilderness and turning it in to  rich pasture land. 
During recent years the s t a f f  of the s ta t ion  have explored and 
~ o v i d e d  for t h e  watering of seven routes along which half a 
million sheep are driven every year &om South -.&zakhstan and 
Dzhambul oblasts t o  the summer grazing lands of Sary-Arki i n  
the southern part of the Karaganda oblast. Later on they a re  taken 
South again. A t  the s t a t ion  the rearing of thin-fleeced sheep 
18 undertaken. On an average four kilogmmnes of wool are  
obtained f r o m  each sheep every year, but in the case of thin-fleeced 
sheep the figure r i s e s  t o  up t o  s i x  kilogrammes. 

Research work is a l so  done a t  some kolkhozes which have been 
m a t e d  near the station. A new settlement has appeared near the 
man-Be1 stat ion,  a t  which laboratories, an e lec t r i c  pawer and 
*eless stations a re  i n  operation. Lorries, scrapers, wind- 
driven generators and pumps wi l l  i n  time help t o  turn the Betpak- 
DGdesert  into a pasture land for  millions of sheep. 

Mechanized ehearing 

Mechanized shearing i s  being widely adopted. Where a peasarrt 
Working by hand could shear from 20 t o  25 sheep a day, 
electr ic appra tus  he can now do from 50 t o  60, and in same 
exceptional cases up t o  90. Moreover the even nIla short shearing 



increases the weight of the fleece by 120 t o  180 grammes. In the 
Molotov kolkhoz , where about 30,000 sheep were sheared mechanically, an 
added 50 centners of wool were obtained. ' 

A t  the Chalkudin M.Zh.S. of the Alma-Ata oblast 15 e lec t r i c  shearing 
units a r e  available which are used t o  shear 88,200 sheep - an average 
of 6,000 sheep per machine. With s i x  shearers a t  each machine, each 
shearing on an average 50 sheep a day, a whole flock of sheep can be 
sheared i n  ten days. The M.T. s ta t ions  of the  Alma-Ata oblast were 
given 65 additional e lec t r i c  shearing machines during 1953. 

Coordination problems 

A s  with all innovations, there a re  d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  seeing that  
mechanical equipment is properly distr ibuted and properly maintained. 
The local  press mentions kolkhozes where manual shearing goes on 
despite the provision of shearing equipment. Sheep are  being sheared 
i n  the sand and i n  the open a i r ,  thus f i l l i n g  the fleece with dust 
and sand. Kazakhstanskaya Pravda reports that  a t  the Lebyazham 
M.Zh.S. not one of the f ive e lec t r i c  shearing mchines was repaired i n  
time for the season. The electric-machine units a t  Loaovski M.Zh.S 
are  not used a t  all j and the Kaganwich, Pamyati Zhdanova, Put 
Sotsialisma and other kolkhozes shear sheep mnually while the 
machines l i e  idle i n  the workshops of the M.T.S. A t  Aralsk M.Zh.S., 
in Kzzyl-Orda oblast, ten se t s  of e lec t r i c  shears are  lyirq on the wet 
earthen f loor of a barn f i l l e d  with spare p r t s  of agricultural 
machinery. The machines are covered with l a s t  year 's  d i r t  and have 
not been greased. Of 160 shearing =chines i n  the whole oblast, 
only 51 were ready for use l a s t  spring, and, though managers of E6.T. 
and M.Zh. stations may plead the lack of s p r e  parts ,  the excuse is a 
lame one as  such s p r e s  a re  often found i n  large numbers a t  local 
stores. 

The distr ibution of shearing machines i s  very uneven. The Nizhne- 
Talns M.Zh.S. has 24 e lec t r i c  shearing units  t o  serve the needs of 
three kolkhozes with 35,000 sheep, so that  each u n i t  serves about 
1,500 sheep. The Alakul and Dzheimbat M.T.S. serving a much greater 
number of anirrals, have only one or two machines. The mechanization 
of shearing generally i s  being carried out a t  an unsatisfactory 
pace throughout the republic, the programre fo r  1952 having been 
carried out only t o  the extent of 81 per cent. Things are 
bad i n  the kolkhozes of the Aktyubinsk, West-Kazakhstan and Taldy- 
Rurgan oblasts. 

The shearing si tuation a s  a whole i s  not very sat isfactory ei ther* 
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A t  the Pamfilov !collr;hoz where 70 peasants were de t a i l ed  f o r  manual 
shearing, it was found that shears  were only ava i lab le  f o r  1 2  of  
them, leaving the others  i d l e .  Cri t ic isms point t o  a -particularly 
unsatisfactory shearing s i t u a t i o n  i n  the kolkhozes of Guryev, 
West Kazakhstan, East-Kazakhstan, Kokchetav and Kustanai oblasts.  

There i s  a l s o  the problem of t he  procurement of wool fo r  
i d u s t r i a l  undertakings and here t o o  the re  a r e  instances of bad 
timing. About 60 per cent of t h e  wool obtained i s  s t a t ed  t o  be 
held up a t  t he  kolkhozes instead of being del ivered t o  s t a t e  s to re s .  
In the eyes of t he  press  the  blame f o r  delays here,  a s  we l l  a s  the 
shortcomings of the co l lec t ive  farms, must be l a i d  a t  t h e  doors of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Procurement and of t h e i r  o f f i c i a l s .  

Plans for  comiw years  

According t o  the d i r ec t ive  issued by t h e  Central  Committee of 
the C o m i s t  Party of Kazakhstan, published i n  Kazakhstanskaya 
Pravda on 10th  dctober, t he  shearing norms f o r  t he  next few years 
w i l l  be 3.5 k i logrames  of wool per sheep per shearing fo r  fine- 
fleece sheep and 2.0 kilogrammes f o r  mutton sheep. The n o m l  
weight per headhas  been f i x e d a t  50 t o  55 kilogrammes. The 
construction of 'barns t o  accommodate 10  m. sheep by the end of 
1955 i s  a l s o  being planned. 

Horses 

In  the current Five-Year p e r i d  the number of horses is due t o  
be raised by 10  t o  12 per cent,  and i n  t he  kolkhozes the  increase 
i s  t o  be between & and 16  per cent ,  according t o t h e  dec is ion  of 
the 19th Congress of t h e  Communist Party of the USSR. A 
considerable-improvement i n  t he  breeds of  horses is expected a l so  
by 1955. 

Among the  breeds used t o  improve Kazakh horses,  draught-horses 
Play an important pr t  and various breeds of heavy draught a n i d s  
have been chosen for  rear ing i n  193 kolkhozes of the  republic.  I n  
accordance with d i r ec t ives  from t h e  Council of Ministers of the 
USSR, Razakh Illares a r e  being crossed with heavy-draught s t a l l i ons .  
The breeding of heavy-draught horses alongside that of t r o t t e r s  i s  
being recommended i n  r u r a l  areas.  

The I n s t i t u t e  of Animal Husbandry of the Kazakh branch of the 
All-Union Acadeqy of j ~ g r i c u l t u r d  S c i e n c ~ s  has proved tha t  Soviet 



heavy-draught horses and percheras  adapt themselves well t o  climatic 
conditions i n  Kazakhstan. Half -breeds obtained by crossing b z a k h  Illares 
with heavy-draught s ta l l ions  and reared under imprwed open-air conditions, 
are nine t o  twelve centimetres t a l l e r  than loca l  Kazakh horses and their 
bodies are  seven t o  ten  centimetres longer. They are  a lso  40 t o  50 per cent 
stronger . 
The Kustanai horse 

A new breed of horses, the Kustanai, has been raised by crossing Kazakh 
mares with AstrakhaTl s ta l l ions ,  and further crossing with Don, Streletz and 
Orlav-Rostopchin stal l ions.  The mixed breeds thus obtained have been f'urther 
crossed with thoroughbred stud animdls. The result ing breed, the Kustanai, 
has been off ic ia l ly  recognized as a new Soviet breed since 1951. 

The Kustanai stud farm was started i n  1898 with-300 Kazakh mares and 30 
m a k h  stal l ions,  all purchased a t  T u r g a i .  Local Illares have been crossed 
with Astrakhan and Don s ta l l ions  since 1908. The farm, known a t  f i r s t  as 
the Kustanai State Stables, was reorganized a s  the ~ u s i a n a i  Stud Farm in 
19U. 

The Maikul Stud m, star ted  as  a branch of the Kustanai Farm, was greatly 
e x m e d  i n  1930. Here a new method of breeding, the "cultural" herd 
(kulturno-tabunnyi) mthod, i s  being follmed. This involves rations of hay 
and oats t o  supplement grazing i n  winter, the ra t ion being from 20 to  25 
centners of hay and from three t o  seven c ~ n t n e r s  of grain Y o r  each ~~ 
per year. Aninals m e  i n  herds, grouped with t he i r  own sex and a s  grmP 
a l l  the year. When pasture conditions are  poor, horses get an extra three 
t o  four kilogrannnes of p a i n  daily. In winter when the weather i s  very 
severe the horses are sheltered in primitive barns, The best colts star-t 
the i r  t raining a t  a year and a half ;  they are tested on the race track at 
two t o  two and a half years, and the f ina l  selection i s  made a t  three 
years, when the best mares and horses a re  entered on the pure-breed 
regis ter  of the farm, w h i l e  the r e s t  are sold. 

h l y  experience has shown that  horses l e f t  t o  Gaze without extra 
rations could not develop in to  big, powerful animals &ng t o  the lack 
of calcium and ~ h o s ~ h o r u s  i n  pasture grass. The "cultural herdw m t h d  
helps t o  produce a big type of animal, which i n  the long run  i s  cheaper 
t o  breed than horses reared a t  the stables. 

The Kustanai horses are  strong, healthy and g o d  workers, adapting 
themselves well t o  loca l  c l i m t i c  conditions. A s  already mentioned 



the breed was f i n a l l y  evolved i n  the stud farms and kolkhozes of 
the oblast i n  1951, t he  process being as follows :- (a) the  

improvement of the Kust&i horse as such under the  conditions of 
improved open air  (kulturno-tabunnyi) and the  open a i r  s t ab l e s  
(tabunno-sarainy); (b) the  crossing of selected Kazakh mares with 
Astrakhan s t a l l i o n s  and t h e  securing of mixed breeds with Don 
stall ions J (c) crossing of Astrakhan-Kazakh an& Don-Kazakh mares 
with half-bred charges, the  S t r e l e t s k i  and Orlov-Itastopchin s t a l l i o n s ;  
(a) the crossing of t he  mixed breeds so obtained with thoroughbred 
stallions; (e) the  interbreeding of ha l f  breeds of the  required 
blood. 

Camels 

Camels a r e  important i n  t he  anin& husbandry of South-West 
Kazakhstan, I n  the  f ive  years before t he  last w a r  t h e i r  nusber 
increased by 319.8 per  cent and the  republic  then had 60 per cent 
of 611 the camels i n  t he  USSR. There w a s  a f a l l  i n  numbers during 
the war, but by 1950 the  pre-war f igure had been overtaken. 
Specialized camel breeding s t a t e  farms and co l lec t ive  farms have 
helped t o  develop camel rear ing considerably i n  Kazakhstan. 

Two large breeding farms r e a r  Bactrian, two-humped camels. The 
Urdinski farm r a i s e s  the  k a k h  breedj the Shaulderski farm -- 
raises both the k z a k h  and Mongolian breeds. The value of the  
Bactrian camel i s  obvious when one considers i t s  all-round 
serviceability. Besides drawing loads it y ie lds  wool, milk, meat; 
and fa t ,  something no other  damestic anbra1 can equal. A grea t  

camels a r e  used on kolkhozes and sovkhazes a s  pack animals 
to carry various c o m d i t i e s ,  t o  de l ive r  foodstuffs  and even t o  
help i n  herding c a t t l e  and sheep. Their adaptab i l i ty  t o  grazing 
On desert grass enhances thei . r  value i n  a region which has 40 m. 
hectares of deser t  and semi-desert. A s  the surmner grazing period 
in  the south l a s t s  from March t o  the  end of November, t he  h e d s  

s t a r t  the winter wel l  fattened. 

But i n  s p i t e  of the post war  effol-ts t o  rebuild herds, the 
rate  of growth i s  very slaw. The camels take 14 months t o  bear 
their Young and suckle them f o r  18 months. Thus normally a 

gives b i r t h  t o  a ca l f  every other year only. A s t e p  
forward has been achieved a t  Camel Farm No. 125 where three  Young 
camels are  born every four years instead of only two. T h e  
a n n w  increase i n  the  -el herd a t  t h i s  farm has reached 33 
per cent. The success of the  f a r m  i s  ascribed t o  favourable 
mazing conditions and the a t t e n t i o n  paid t o  the feeding of 
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milch camels. 
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NE3iV RAILWAYS I N  KAZAKHSTAN 

The f i r s t  miin railway l i n e  t o  be built i n  the Kazakh S.S.R. was 
the Turkestan-Siberian trunk l i n e  - the Turksib, from Semipalatinsk 
t a  Lugovaya, W - 2  kilometres in length. The l ine ,  which came into 
operation i n  1930, ran through the eastern and south-eastern regions 
of  Kazakhstan and made possible the wide and rapid development of 
production there. It a l so  provided new interregional communications, 
p i n c i p l l y  with Western Siberia, which supplied Southern Kazakhstan 
and Central Asia with grain, wood and coal, and imported Central 
Asian cotton. 

The so-called Trans-Kazakhstan Trunk Line is  of particular 
economic importance among recently constructed Kazakh railways. 
This l ine,  ruming from Petropvlovsk through Karaganda (1931) t o  
Balkhash (1935), has a t o t a l  length of 1205 Idlometres, not counting 
the la ter  branch-lines from Zharyk t o  Dzhezlazgan and Baikonur, and 
Dzhezkazgan t o  Dzhezdy ( apFoxh t e ly  640 kilometres). The laying 
of the Mointy - Chu l ine  (438 ~dlometres)  was finished in 1950, and 
made possible the continuation of the Trans-Kazakhstan l ine  south- 
wards to  connect with the Turksib. T h i s  done, the Trans-Kazakhstan 

l ine bisected the Kazakh S.S.R. i n  a southerly direction, 
with a length of aver 1 9 0  kilorcetres on the Petropavlovsk - 
b l i n s k  - Karaganda - Chu line. The Trunk-line connected the 
regions of Western Siberia, Northern, Central and Southern Kazakhstan, 
and also Central Asia, and assured the developnent of the Kazakhstan 
coal and non-ferrous and ferrous m e t a u r g i c a l  industries. It 
W M e d  the shortest outlet  for -agar& coal, North Kazakh wheat 
and Siberian timber t o  the Central Asian and Southern Razakh centres 
of production, and opened a new route for  the delivery of Central 
Asian and South Kazakh cotton t o  Central and Narthern Bzakhstan 
and to  Western Siberia. In addition, the Trans-Kazakhstan l i ne  
created favourable conditions for ebending cultivation i n  vast 
territoriee of the Republic, and shortened the distance by railway 

the capital of the Republic, Alm-Ata, t o  the chief prduct ion 
centres - Karaganda, Balkhash and Dzhezkazzan - by m a r e  than 2000 
kilometres, 

Since the War, besides the Mointy - Chu l ine ,  conskuction has 
a130 been continued on the h o l i n e k  - hvlodar  l ine  ( ~ r t  of the 
3mth Siberian Line). This have a great influence on 
the developnent of the Ekibastuz coal basin and the Boshchekul 

deposits, Besides this, the Karaganda - m l i n s k  - k r t a l ~  
i s  being double-tracked and electr if ied.  



COMMUNICATIONS KAZAKHSTAN 

The present a r t i c l e  aims a t  giving some account of the  building of 
the Mointy - Chu and Alanolinsk - P a v l o b r  l i n e s  which have only recently 
been put i n t o  f u l l  operation, although t h e i r  completion was originally 
planned for  1950. 

1. THE MOMTY-CHU SECTION OF THE TLTRKSIB RAILWAY. 

On 25th October, 1953, the correspondent of an Alma-Ata paper, 
wri t ing from the newly opened s t a t i o n  of Chiganak on the Mointy-Chu 
l i n e ,  s t a t ed  tha t  the new Trans-Kazakhstan l i n e  had a t  l a s t  corn into 
being. The l i n e  runs from Petropavlovsk i n  the  north t o  Chu i n  the 
south, and the newest sec t ion  meant an extension of the railways o f the 
republic by 438 kilometres. 

Reports received a s  early a s  1946 indicate t h a t  the construction of 
the l i n e  had already s t a r t ed  and stressed i t s  importance t o  Kazakhstan's 
national econow i n  l inking Karaganda and the Central Kazakh steppe, 
country with the  south and reducing the  railway journey t o  Alma-Ata bY 
2,000 kilometrey. The t a sk  was then expected t o  be completed by 1950- 

Again, in November, 1947, there was mention Fn t he  ZheleznodorozhnY 
Transport of the  significance of the new l i n e  i n  l inking  the r ich  
agr icul tura l  south with the  northern coalfields. The paper stressed 
the significance of the project a s  an all-Union undertaking which 
affected the people a s  a whole, I n  t h a t  year 26,000 kolkhoz peasants 
were employed t o  l a y  50,000 cubic ~ t r e s  of s o i l  da i ly  on the track 
bed, and in 1947 it was hoped t o  complete 70 kilometres of track from 
Chu and an equal length from Mointy. 

Progress eeems t o  have continued a t  a vigoroua r a t e  i n  1948, t o  
j u d g e  from press repor ts ,  especially a s  the B u r n e r  saw kolkhoz 
gangs a r r iv ing  i n  la rge  numbers from nine oblasts of the  republic. 
13y 13th June, 3187 drafted labourers had already arr ived and more 
were expected. From Aktyubinsk alone, 1,000 men were trekking south* 
I n  the south, others were t ravel l ing  by r a i l ,  sailing d m  the Ili 
r l v e r  i n  barges and then crossing lake Balkhash. 

Prowess i n  1947 and 1948 

From the reports on progress i n  1948 it  appears that i n  the 
Junnner of 1947, 150 kilometres of embankment had been completed and 
68 k i l m e t r e s  of r a i l s  l a id ,  I n  1948 the target  was the completim 
of a W h e r  300 kilometres of embankment, an  additional lO5 kilnmetres 
of track and the opening of t r a f f i c  f o r  ba l las t  t r a i n s  w e r  173 
Mlometres, A t o t a l  of 5,000 kolkhoz and 5,500 permanent railway 



workers were t o  take part  i n  the  work. 

It was expected t h a t  t he  biggest d i f f i c u l t i e s  would be 
encountered a t  the time near Lake Balkhash where the l i n e  was t o  
cross the Khan-Tau ridge. It was a l s o  expected at the time t h a t  
the fishing v i l l age  of Myn-Aral would be the key s t a t i o n  of the 
central section; l a t e r  repor t s  ind ica te  that Chiganak, where 
the completion of the e n t i r e  scheme was announced l a s t  October, 
has beconre the  headquarters of t h i s  important sect ion.  

Speed-up i n  work i n  1953. 

Last year there were a number of progress r epo r t s  on the 
project, which suggest t ha t  a b ig  speed-up had been achieved. 
No doubt the c a l l  from the  Central Committee of the Cammunist 
Party for greater  e f f ic iency  and increased output were l a rge ly  
responsible f o r  the t a r g e t s  for  January and February being more 
than achieved. A t  t h i s  time it was reported t h a t  the  new 
settlement on Lake Balkhash for  railway s t a f f  f'rom the  Chi@ 
Division was growing f a s t  a d  l a r g e r  houses were coming up 
rapidly. Chiganak s t a t i o n  was already ge t t i ng  i t s  f in i sh ing  
touches and the  e rec t ion  of equipment and the Diesel  locomotive 
shed3 was going ahead. 

By May, the whole aspect of t h e  Betpak-Dala deser t  t r a c t  
near Lake Balkhash was changing. k o u n d  the key s t a t i ons ,  
l ike Sary-Shagan, m-kal ard Chiganak, wel l  laid-out new 
set t le~lents  had appeared. Along the  e n t i r e  length  of the  t rack  
were t o  be found s o l i d  br ick houses f o r  t he  linemen. ~ ~ ~ e n t  
houses, whioh could stand up t o  the extremes of heat and c a d  and 
ensure the c~m?'ort of t he  tenants ,  were replacing the  f c = ~  Pre- 
fabz*icated shacks. ~t was a l s o  s t a t ed  a t  the  time t h a t  the = in  
work on the Line had been completed and tha t  p?ovisiorral t r a f f i c  
h a  already s t a r t e d  t o  f lm t o  l i n k  Karaganda wi th  the  Turksib. 
But the permanent way had s t i l l  t o  be strengthened wi th  a 

layer  of b a l l a s t  a d  senrice buildings and houses for  
s t a f f  completed, 

In August it was apparent from repor t s  t h a t  'some passenger 
t r a f f i c  had s t a r t ed ,  but f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the  convenience of 
mssewers  were b a u y  organized at Mointy, bhe t e rmhus  of the 
n" section. The s t a t i o n  had a water tower, but no pipes 
were l a i d  on and t o  get  water on a hot day passengers had t o  
leave the s t a t i on  f o r  the  StoL)s a t  the s t a t i o n  
therefore had t o  be long enough for  passengers t o  leave the 
building. 



Opening Reports and Celebrat ions 

The formal opening of t he  l i n e  was na tu ra l ly  marked by many detailed 
write-ups i n  the press. A commission of e n a n e e r s  and Central 
government inspectors ,  which had t o  inspect and approve the  l i ne  prior 
t o  sanctioning i t s  opening f o r  permanent use,  was full  of praise for 
t he  qua l i ty  of the work done. The press  l ikewise was enthusiastic 
over the se lec t ion  of a s t r e t ch  of dese r t ,  formerly marked by only two 
f i sh ing  v i l lages ,  as a potent ial  s i t e  fo r  fur ther  development. Along 
the  deser t  b e l t  t r a i n s  were now passing Z3:ough Sary-Shagan, Chiganak, 
Myn-Aral, Khan-Tau, Kiyakhty and other s t a t i o n s  whose Diesel engine 
sheds and other service buildings were a l l  provided wi th  e lec t r ic i ty  
and water. An indicat ion of the sca l e  of development can be fo@ in 
the  fact  t ha t  a t  Sary-Shagan a school had been provided fo r  the 
chi ldren of railwaymen ~ i t h  room f o r  4.40 pupils. 

It was emphasized repeatedly i n  t h e  repor t s  issued a t  t he  time 
t h a t  the  Mointy-Chu l i n e  was a na t iona l  achievement (narodnaya 
s t ro ika)  and t h a t ,  alongside the technical  s t a f f  engaged on the 
project  , kolkhozniki from l.4 oblas t s  had helped i n  t he  moving of about 
5 m. cubic metres of ear th.   h his statement clashes with the claim 
t h a t  there was a l l  the mechanical equipment needed fo r  the  task and 
t h a t  a l l  the back-breaking tasks were done by machinery. ) Rails and 
s leepers  were put down with the he lp  of t he  Platov track-laying 
apparatus and Bizyaev machinely was used t o  t ransport  ba l las t .  

The rocky t e r r a i n  ca l l ed  fo r  much b l a s t ing  and it was claimed that 
i n  one operation t o  s h i f t  100,000 cubic metres of rock a s  much a s  
i v m. kllograrmnes of explosives was used. It was a l s o  claimed that 
" industr ia l"  methods of construction were used wherever possible, 
fo r  instance i n  the e rec t ion  of reinforced concrete blocks by cranes 
and the provision of prefabricated sections of buildings. The to ta l  
amount of excavation and removal work was est-ted a t  nine million 
cubic metres, while 22,500 square metres of housing were erected. 

It is  qui te  c l ea r  that during 1952-53 the  construction of bridges, 
locomotive sheds d other buildings w a s  g rea t ly  accelerated by the 
use of ~ c h a n i c a l  devices which made it possible t o  complete the 
l i n e  by the  36th Anniversary of t h e  Revolution. Thus a three-span 
bridge had been put up i n  two and a ha l f  days using la rge  blocks 
handled by cranes. Previously this would have taken two months t o  
finish. A s i n ,  t o  cross  the Sary-Wak ravine, a n  embanlanent one 
third of a kilometre long and 18  metres h i& was thrown up i n  four 
months with the  assis tance of mchanical  excavators and ten-ton 
Diesel trucks. The feverish tempo of a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  closing stages 
of the construction had the  added stimulus of competition with the 
bui lders  of the  Ahnolinsk-Wvlodar l i n e ,  a l s o  nearing completion. 



at the time. 

Ceremony at Chi@ 

The formal opening took place at Chiganalc, midway along the 
line,  where p r t g  and government o f f i c i a l s  from Alma-Ata, Karae;anda, 
Taldy-Rurgan, Dzhapbul, Semi p l a t  insk a d  other oblas t headquarters 
had arrived i n  a number of t r a i n s .  Speeches were made by 
A.  Shaiyakhmetov, then Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Commmist Party of Kazakhstan, and by Kucherenko, General Di rec tor  
(~ rade  11) of Track and Railway Construction. The l a t t e r  sa id  
that h i s  Commission had f o d  t h e  new d iv i s ion  i n  excellent condition 
and that  the buildings were very well  constructed and a joy t o  t he  
eye. 

A ribbon was cut  and a goods t r a i n  drawn by a Diesel locamotive 
m e  from the d i r ec t ion  of w-Aral with  Karagmb coal  from the 
Zdhanov and Gorki mines. A t  t h e  same time a t r a i n  approached from 
the south with general f re i&t  , including machinery and pe t ro l  
containers from Alma-Ata f o r  t he  MOT, s t a t i o n s  north of Chiganak. 

Even before these t r a i n s  formally inaugurated t h e  l i n e  hundreds 
of t ra ins  had already passed along the  t rack ,  mostly from the  
north, The dis tance P r o m  a m g a n d a  t o  Alma-Ata has been consider- 
ably reduced and Tashkent, As-bad and the  southe-i-n pirt of 
the Turksib l i n e  naw ge t  coal from Karaganda. A regular  senrice 
of passenger t r a i n s  is expected t o  s t a r t  between Sverdlavsk, Alma- 
Ata and Tashkent, which would g rea t ly  improve railway conmimications 
beheen the U r a l s  and Central A s i a ,  

Problems of adaptation and t r a in inq  

A note of complaint i s  t o  be found i n  the  general chorus of 
Praise heard a t  the  opening of t h e  l i n e .  Some of t he  railway 
Staff had not le-t h m  to  mix the Karaganda w a l  they were 
receiving with K ~ b a s  coal i n  order t o  get the best  r e su l t s .  
C~nsequent l .~,  locomotive drivers from the Dzhambd sheas were not 
stoking t h e i r  engines p r o p r l y  and t ra ins  were being slawed dawn* 
In that divis ion there  were d w s  h e n  timetables were kept only 
to the extent of e ight  t o  t en  per cent. 

Last November the re  was more emphasis on the p o l i t i c a l  and 
Party h p l i c a t i o n s  of t he  project .  I t s  succesefliL completion 



over a period of seven years, it was again stressed, was due t o  the 
wholehearted effor ts  of the whole Union and of i t s  industries and t o  
the leadership of the Communist Party. Cranes and concrete mixers 
had come from the W a k e ,  excavators fiom Voronezh, Omsk, Kostroxm 
and Stalingrad. Dumping wagons (samosvalY) were from Moscow, Minsk 
and the Urals, and the impressive Diesel locomotives specially 
designed t o  operate i n  the Betpak-Dala desert ,  were built a t  the 
W k o v  locomotive workshops, 

The l a s t  press report about the working of the  l ine  is  dated 6th 
December and refers  t o  the training of Chu Stat ion drivers i n  the 
handling of Diesel locomotives. These drivers were drawn from the 
local  steam locomotive brigades and 100 had already been trained, ad 
new groups were being formed fo r  courses. 

It is too ear ly  t o  wri te  of the influence of the new l ine  on the 
economic l i f e  of the republic or of Central Asia as  a whole. A 
glance a t  the map, a s  already stated,  shows the great  possibilities 
opened up. The release of technical s taf f  enzaged on t h i s  and other 
railway projects completed i n  1953 w i l l  a lso  make possible a s t a r t  On 
the overhauling of the en t i re  Xazakh railway network which it has 
been decided t o undertake shortly. 

11. THE P A W A R  - AIQlOLlNSK DIVISION OF TFIE SOUTH 
SIEERIAN RAILWAY 

As l a t e  as  June 1948 very l i t t l e  news of t h i s  project had appeared 
in the papers. Reports s ta ted  t ha t  construction t o  the south-west of 
tne Irtysh was proceeding smoothly and that t r a ins  with 'ballast could 
get a s  far  a s  Kalmakan. Work on the Ir tysh bridge was i n  full swing 
and some of i t s  spans were being pep i red  for placing in poSition. 
Eighty kilometres of track had been l a i d  and two s ta t ions ,  three  
-,idings and several water towers completed. Construction gangs on the 
moject undertook t o  complete the line only as  far a s  the E k i b a s t ~  
roalf ield by 7th November 1948. They were s e t  the extra task of 
-m$eting the embadanent t o  a distance of 148 kilometres by the 

wmter. 

A t  the tine, there were delays in providing ballast  for  the track 
u s  excavators were not ful ly employed, or were kept id le  while o m  
one bulldozer out of the four available was i n  action. ~ e s e n t i a l  
building materials were a l so  shurt.  

The neglect of welfare services for workers on the task cal ls  for 
some notice. A t  the time the nmmg-nt were mi f i y  concerned with 
?needing up work on the embdcmnt and track. L i t t l e  was done even at  
stat ions including Eremen-Tau, t o  provide service buildings or houses* 
A t  s- NoJO in &west,where the new division joined thc K a r a ~ n b  
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railway, things were no better;  only temporary shacks had been 
erected. Though most of the work was done i n  the summer, a good 
deal of hardship resulted from t h i s  s t a te  of afYairs. 

Feverish ac t iv i ty  i n  1953 

The ra te  of building i n  1953 was i n  s t r ik ing contrast with that  
of 1948. The permnent kollektiv of technicians of the Stalinsko- 
Magnitogorsk Trunk  l ine  had decided t o  complete the project by the 
36th Anniversary of the October Revolution; and a big speeding up 
of the work followed, Last June references were xmde t o  a number 
of more-or-less completed stat ions - Sa~y-Oba, Nuraly, Boschekul, 
Chuderty d Kalhmn among others - which were f i l l i n g  i n  the 
empty spaces on the rmps of the region and would soon figure as  
place-names i n  school nnsps. I n  the f i r s t  half  of 1953, 20,000 
square metres af new housing was scheduled for  completion, a s  much 
as had been Wt i n  all the years since the project was started. A 
second ballasting of the track had t o  be carried out and there were 
remirs t o  be done where subsidence of s o i l  had o c m d .  By the 
w5rrter 150,000 cubic metres of bal las t  had t o  be deposited and 
Payel, sand and stone were being brought i n  by t r a i n  from the 
Kunhrdcd a n d  Kalkaman quarries every day. These q w r i e s  were 
also supplying the Kulunda-Barnaul section. There was a widespread 
water shortage down the l i n e  and work on dams and reservoirs had 
been started. 

In October the k d l e k t i v  again promised t o  complete this section 
of the South Siberian l i n e  from Abakan t o  Akmdinsk and t o  have 
this  great s tretch of tmck  opened t o  t raf f ic .  But there was s t i l l  
mch t o  be done. By Muvember the s ta t ion buildiIlgs a t  Sary-Oba, 
fiemen-Tau, Ekibgstu,  and Bvlodar had been completed and 
decorated with murals shming Kazakh national motifs. 

Press coment on open iq  

On 11th December wide publicity was given by the press t o  the 
anncuncernent that  the central s t re tch  of the South Siberian l i n e  
was about t o  be opened, although i t s  sncdr i f ' t  defences and works 

mirmr importance had not been campleted. Already, it was 
stated, hurdreds of t r a ins  had been b i v e n  aver the division and 
the f i r s t  mixed meeenger and goods train had l e f t  Akmolinsk on 
7th December and reached PBvla4.m the next day. 
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On 20th December, the o f f i c i a l  opening day, r n a n ~ ~  newspaper articles 
s t ressed  tlie economic importance of t h e  new l i n k  which connected 
Akmolinsk with B a m a u l  and Sta l insk  i n  t h e  East and with the  Urals, and 
brought the two northern oblas t s  of Kazakhstan c loser  together. It was 
a l s o  another stage i n  the completion of the grea t  l i n e  which was to  
take som of t h e  load causing congestion on the  TransSiber ian  line.  

Kazakhstan would benefi t  by the l ink ing  up of production centres in 
t he  oblas t s  of Akmolinsk and Pavlodar. These included Ekibastus, with 
i t s  coal,  Boschekul, with i t s  copper, Eremen-Tau, Kalkaman and 
Erkenshilik. Agriculture would be stimulated i n  the smaller centres by 
t h e  inore ample and cheap supply of o i l  and m c h i n e ~ y  fo r  M.T. stations. 
It was sa id  t h a t  i n  the  f i r s t  year of provisional use hundreds of frei.@t 
t r a i n s  had already ar r ived  t o  serve Ekibastuz and take i t s  coal t o  
places a s  f a r  off a s  the U r a l s .  

Facts and f igures  have appeared i n  t he  p p e r s  t o  s h m  the  extent of 
the  work done by the  bui lders  of the  l i ne .  I n  a l l ,  546 kilometres of 
main s t a t i on  and feeder l i n e s  have been l a i d ,  200 rna jo r  constPJcti0n 
jobs car r ied  out and hundreds of houses buil t .  A l l  types of excavating 
machinery have been used ranging from l i g h t  grader-elevat ors  and scrapers 
t o  excavators ; and powerful cranes and t h e  mechanical E'latUV r a i l  and 
s leeper  l aye r  have a l s o  been employed. 

I n  crossing the Eremen-Tau ridge alone 14 m. cubic inetres of rock 
had t o  be blown up d removed, Excavation t a rge t s  were often exceeded. 
Di f f icu l t  t a sks  were handled with  michines t o  t h e  mximum e x t a t ,  the 
whole project  being regarded as an  exercise i n  improved methods of 
ra i l road  cona t ruc t ion ,  

Mention should be made of work done t o  assure water euppliee t o  
fi tations and settlements.  There were few hm steady sources of water, 
e i t h e r  u r d e r g r o d  o r  surface, and dams and other  reservoirs  had to  be 
blilt t o  s tore  water from which =ins could be l a i d  a s  required. Among 
the  dams are  those across the  Maidan, Ulenta and Shiderta  r ivers .  

The p & h  of Eremen-Tau has aroused much enthusiasm. On 17th March 
1948 the s i t e  showed no s i ~ s  whatever of urban developrent, and the 
railway bui lders  l i ved  i n  t e n t s  ur temporary shacks. The b las t ing  of 
t he  ridge t o  prepare the s i t e  for t h e  settlement i s  now being c o v r e d  
wi th  the  b las t ing  of the --Tau range near Lake Balkhash. As much as 
f,7,000 cubic metres of rocky s o i l  would be blasted with one charge. 
E~3azI-A"I' is n m  one of the xmin s t a t i ons  of the section. It is a 
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labour settlement and not a tm as y e t ,  but it i s  s a id  t o  have good 
houses, s i x  schools, evening c l a s se s  f o r  young workmen and other  
educational f a c i l i t i e s .  It has even a Palace of Culture. A l l  the 
development has been done by t h e  ko l l ek t iv  of the Stalinsko- 
Mapitogorsk Trunk l i n e ,  an  organization which has i n  the  l a s t  15 
years bui l t  2,000 kilometres of railways i n  Kazakhstan, 

Thanks t o  the great  d r ive  of t h e  past  two years,  the cen t r a l  l i n k  
of the Yuzhsib (south Siberian)  l i n e  i s  now in operation. The l i n e  
has been i n  temporary use since 16th  February 1952 when the l a s t  s e t  
of sleepers and r a i l s  w a s  f ixed  i n  place t o  enable t r a f f i c  t o  run 
through from Akmolinsk t o  Pavlodar. The e f f o r t  made t o  ge t  the l i n e  
finished i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  f igures  f o r  one construction gang. 
In 1949 it completed i t s  annual t a sk  ahead of time on 25th September 
In  1952 i t  carr ied out the two-year construction programme i n  one 
year. In  1953 i t s  annual t a sk  was car r ied  out i n  68 days, the  
average output per excavator h a w  been r a i sed  l a t e l y  from 1,520 
to  1,7&0 cubic metres per day. 

A t  present there i s  nothing but praise  f o r  the permanent cadres 
and for the temporaq gangs of m n u a l  labourers employed during 
the past s i x  years, The l i n e  i s  too new t o  say h m  f a r  it i s  
changing the economic pa t t e rn  of t h e  republic,  but t h e  press already 
refers t o  the coal of m b a s ,  the ores of the Urals,  the  o i l  of 
Pwolozhe, t h e  timber of S iber ia ,  t h e  mineral wealth of t h e  A l t a i  
region and the g ra in  of Kazakhstan a s  being car r ied  along the route  
to  reach d is tan t  consumers more e a s i l y  and f r e e l y  and a t  a reduced 
cost, 

Sources : 

Central Aeian Press  



THE NliN DIRECTOR 

A woman of severe and forbidding aspect arrived one day a t  the B i l i k d  
sovkhoz in the  Dzhambul oblast, The next morning she appeared a t  the 
Swkhoz Minis t r y '  s Agricultural School and introduced herself as 
Raisa Vladimirovna Palatkina, the new director. 

m C a l l  the steward", she rapped out, and the steward duly appeared. 

"Have the school car p rked  outside the door of my temporary quarters; 
I may need transport a t  any timew. 

Certainly.  I'll see t o  it." 

have a supply of the best quali ty dung sent along too. I simply 
must have 

It was a week l a t e r  tha t  the newly-appointed director paid her second 
v i s i t  t o  the school. 

"Call the stewardm her voice rang out. 

The steward appeared. 

'%ow then, my good mn,  off we go t o  see the house where the former 
director lived. Is it fit t o  l i v e  in?" 

%ost certainly. I t ' s  a new house, only built l a s t  year. It has an 
entrance h a l l ,  kitchen, storeroom and cow--shedw. 

"And which way does the verandah face?" 

"1 beg your pardon. Where does what face?- 

The  verandah, I saidw. 

"Why, there i s n t t  one. The f o m r  director managed withoutm. 

%y I remind you that  I am the directorw. Raisa Vladimirovnak 
vo ice grew shr i l l e r .  "I can1 t accommodate qyself t o  the tas tes  of 
your old-so-and-so. The house must be rebuil t .  

%t Raisa Vladintirovna", Peaded the steward, "Haw can we p d l  d m  
a brand-new house? It 's only been up fo r  eight monthsw. 
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You heard me. " 
?But where can I ge t  br icks and mortar, timber, stones and s l a t e s ,  
except on a report  t h a t  the house i s  di lapidated.  Who w i l l  make 
out such a report?" 

you under the orders of a report  o r  under mine,  the  director?" 
The question was put i n  a voice of s t ee l .  

In fear and trembling the  scevvard s e t  t o  work demolishing and 
rebuilding the  house. The d i r ec to r  saw t o  it t h a t  mater ia l s  ear- 
mrkea for  the  r epa i r  of t h e  school were made avai lable .  

Appetite comes wi th  ea t ing  and her newly acquired au thor i ty  was 
very much t o  Raisa Vladimir~vna ' s  t a s t e .  Her c a l l  f o r  the steward 
became a da i ly  occurrence. 

''When w i l l  she a t tend  t o  the business of the school? Everything i s  
behindn grumbled the  s t a f f .  

But the school worried Raisa Vladimirovna not a t  a l l .  "Steward", 
she announced i n  a tone which had become more peremptory than ever,  
"I am going out t o  r e c r u i t  students , and you w i l l  come too. 'I 

The recru i t ing  tou r  turned i n t o  a visit t o  the kolkhoz t o  buy 
wheat - a whole ton  of it - and then 800 k i l o s  more. "steward, t e l l  
the chauffeur t o  take nly young s i s t e r  t o  the  next v i l l age  t o  me* 
her boy-friend, Steward, mly must go f o r  a r e s t  cure. Make the 
necessary arrangements and take her there  i n  t h e  car. " 

And off went t he  d i r e c t o r ' s  mama t o  t h e  rest-home i n  the school 
car, duly provided wi th  documents shaving her t o  be on officia.1 
duty ! 

The werworked c a r  soon needed an overhaul and the  d i rec tor  was 
forced t o  exchange her  seat  i n  it for  the om i n  her  office. 

The school heaved a s igh of r e l i e f ;  a t  last the  d i r ec to r  had got 
d m  t o  work, 

But work meant admj-nistrative fireworks. Reprimands, dismissals 
remwale f o l l m e d  in rapid succession, #The inspector,  the  

secretary, the  cleaners,  the l i b r a r l a r ~ ,  t he  chauffeur - even the  
himself - dl were quickly diepersed by the  redoubtable 

Vladimirovna, 

This done she drm a deep breath and turned again t o  her  
household problems. 
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Call the stewardn she shouted out of hab i t .  

'The steward has been dismissedR 

"Ah yes, so he has. But he hasn ' t  b u i l t  q y  chiklcen-coop. What w i l l  
happen t o  my chickens?" 

The teachers a d  students wrung t h e i r  hands, What was going t o  
happen t o  the school? 

&om kzakhstanskaya Pravda. December, 1953. 



THE BUKHTARMfl DAM PROJECT 

In the a r t i c l e  on 'harnessing the  I r tysh  r iver"  i n  No. 3 of Central 
Asian Review, reference was mde t o  the  projected Bukhtarma dam. 
The accompanying maps show the  locat ion of the dam, and a l s o  Lake 
Zaisan a s  it w i l l  appear when transformed in to  the "Great Ir tysh 
Sea" 

1. l 'rrse~~t  state ot IrLl-s l~  lZiver i~nd 2. A s  t l ~  11.tysh i~ud Lake Zaisen will 

L~lke Znisan. I L P ~ C : L I .  ~ . n  co~~~plet~iorl  of the Bukh- 
L;n.ln:l project. 

It has been calculated that  the I r tysh  with all i t s  t r ibu ta r i e s  
has an annual e l e c t r i c  p o t e n t i d  of 6 m. kilowatts. The Bukf~tarma 
project, l i k e  the Ust-Kamenogorsk, is thus part  of a plan t o  u t i l i z e  
som of this power, 

According t o  'Vokmg Sveta", the s i t e  of t h e  dam i s  a narrow 
mountain gorge near the confluence of the Bukhtarma with the Irtysh. 

80 kilometres up-stream from Ust-Kamenogorsk. An under-wat e r  
rnck cleared of t h ~ c k  a l luvia l  deposits - a mixture of pebbles and 
sand - i s  t o  serve a s  a f o d a t i o n .  During constmction the r i v e r  
-1 be separated by t e m p o r q  dykes and the concrete dam built. 
i n  two stages. When completed i t  w i l l  r i s e  t o  a height of 90 
mtres  and beyond it dl1 stre tch  .the so-cailed Great I r tysh  Sea. 
This i s  expected t o  be considerably l a rge r  than the Tsimlyanskoe 
sea of the Volga-Don Canal. Project and, although no-precise 
figures are yet  avai lable,  it i s  estinrated tha t  it w i l l  be about 



500 kilometres long and *om 30 t o  40 M l w t r e s  wide. The water 
level  w i l l  be 10 metres higher than that  of the old Lake Zaiaan. 

When completed the B u k h t m  dam should create a water reservoir 
extending from the dam t o  the estuary of the  Black Ir-tysh, This, it 
i s  claimed, w i l l  make it possible t o  regulate the entFre course of the 
Ir tysh,  eljminate s h d a  and rapids and ensure the wanted depth all 
along the river. 

Sources : 

V o b g  Sveta. No. 10, October 1953, pp. 15 - 16. 
Kazakhstan. Academy of Sciences of the USSR. Moscow 1950. 
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G E O G R A P H I C A L  A N D  P E R S O N A L  

N A M E S  I N  C E N T R A L  A S I A  

Among the problems confronting the  student of current  a f f a i r s  i n  Central 
Asia are those ra i sed  by the etymology and orthography of geographical 
and personal names. The f i r s t  o f  these problems i s  l a rge ly  academic, 
although not without i n t e r e s t  ; but the second one i s  of p rac t i ca l  
importance and one moreover whose so lu t ion  presents  grave d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

A s  i n  most countries,  place-names i n  Central Asia cons is t  par t ly  
of words belonging t o  indigenous languages, and therefore readi ly 
understood by the people, and pa r t l y  of foreign words introduced a s  
a result of successive conquests and settlements. I n  Central A s i a  
native words belong e i t h e r  t o  the Turkic languages at present spoken 
i n  Central Asia or  t o  Tadzhik (an I ran ian  language) i n  the  part  of 
Tadzhikistan inhabited by Tadzhik-speaking Tadzhih. Foreign 
words are of Arabic, Persian, and t o  a much smaller extent ,  Russian, 
Chinese and Mongolian origin. To the  Turkic population of Central 
Asia Turlcic place-names m e  a s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  a s  the meaning of the name 
Ne-ket is in t e l l i gb le  t o  the  &@ishe The same holds good for  
the in t e l l i g ib i l i t y  of purely Persian names t o  the Tadahiks. m Y  of 
the Turkic geographical -es a r e  highly graphic 3rd descr ip t ive ,  such 
as the island of Barsa-Kelmes in the k a l  Sea, which means l i t e r d l y  
"if he arrives he w i l l  not return", suggesting t h a t  i t  was once b u r e n  
Or perhaps a leper  settlement. The number of Central Asian place- 

which have no meaning, or  def'y der ivat ion,  i s  exceedingly smal l ,  
being the ancient towns of Bukhara and Urgench. Arabic and 

Persian place-names a re  prticularly common i n  the four southern republics ,  
but much l e s s  so i n  ~ a z a ~ l s t a n .  

Hybrid place-names composed of Arabic and Persian, Russian and 
Wrsian, Or Arabic and Turkic words a r e  common. Examples are 
D e w a h a d ,  Stalinabad and Mirzachul . 

A certain number of places have been renamed, for  reasons which 
are not a lwvs  apparent. well-btmn Russian o r  other Soviet 
personalities have been introduced i n t o  the names of such places 
aa Leninabad, h e  and mr-bad, but the o n ~ y  important place whose 
name has been replaced by that of an indigenous notable i s  the 

Aulie-Ata which i s  ca l led  Dzhambul a r t e r  the Kazakh poet* 
Othemi~e,  a l l  new m e .  appear t o  be of Russian or  Soviet or igin,  and 



some o f  them such a s  Ordzhonikidzeabad (a Georgian name combined with a 
Persian word) must be extremely d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the  loca l  people to  
pronounce. It i s  perhaps surpris ing t h a t  some Russian pre-.revolutionary 
place-names with a s t rong r e l ig ious  s ignif icance such as Petropavlovsk 
have escaped replacement. 

Place-names of purely Mongolian o r ig in  a r e  a r a r i t y ,  one of the 
very few being Zaisan. The following Mongolian words a re ,  however, 
found i n  combination with words fiom other languages:- Dm - pass, 
gol - r i ve r ,  - lake, y& (or ul)- mountain, & - red. Place- 
names of Chinese or ig in  are even more uncommon, t he  only important am 
being Tien Shan. 

The etymology of personal names presents s e v e r d  interest ing features, 
A l l  over the  Muslim world chi ldren born i n t o  famil ies  professing Islam 
a re  t r ad i t i ona l ly  given a Muslim, 1. e. Arabic, name a t  bir th .  Outside 
the  USSR t h i s  i s  probable s t i l l  de rigueur, although i n  Turkey and Persia, 
We-Isl&c names a r e  sametimes adopted l a t e r .  H m  f a r  the tradition 
is  s t i l l  followed i n  Central Asia cannot be said with precision, but 
M u s l i m  f i r s t  and family names a r e  s t i l l  elctrernely comrn~n i n  the republics 
of Uabekistan, Tadzhilcistan and Turkmenistan, and t o  a smaller extent in 
Kirgizia and Kazakhstan. Until  recent ly ,  a s  elsewhere i n  the Muslh East, 
family names were a r a r i t y  i n  Central Asia, those used being usudl.3' 
r u s s imized  forms of Muslim, or  l e s s  o f t en  of Turkic names. Family mme3 
a r e  now ins i s t ed  upon all over the  S w i e t  Union, and i n  Central Asia t h y  
a l m s  t invariably have a rus  sianized f o m ,  e . g . Usmankhodzhaev. Except 
i n  k a k h s t a n  and Kirgizia ,  Muslim family names of Arabic origin are more 
common than those of Turldc or ig in ,  t he  l a t t e r  being russianized in the 
same way a s  Muslim names, e.g. Turgumbaev. It i s  remarkable that ,  
generally speaking, family names of unmistakably Muslim origin are far 
more common i n  Central Asia than i n  Turkey, where they a r e  now virtually 
non-ees t  ent . I n  Uzbekistan, T-hikistan and Turkmenistan ptronymics 
a r e  sometimes f n u r d  and, i n  the f i r s t  two, a r e  often formed with the 
Persian word u, meaning ".on ofn. But aJllong professing Muslims 
the  use of a s ing le  Muslim f i r s t  name i s  more usual;  i n  fac t ,  the ~ o s s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
of one first name or  i n i t i a l  r a the r  than two i s  a f a i r l y  sure Way of teUi* 
whether the owner i s  a professing Muslim of Central Asia, o r  i s  a S o d e t  
c i t i z e n  of f i s l i m  or ig in  who has become mss ian ized  or prefers  t o  appear 
It should be remembered tha t  m y  Tatars  who have been russianized for nW 
generations s t i l l  have eas i ly  d iscern ib le  &slim names, fo r  e-ple, -' 
or the  l a t e  cmposer whose name i s  usually spe l t  ~achmaninof f. 

The orthography of Central Asian names 

me establishment of a sa t i s fac tory  and oonsistent system of a ~ l l i n e  
Central Asian m e s  is complicated by a number of circumstanoes. The 



comprehensive and systematic cartography of Central Asia may be sa id  t o  
date from the Russian conquest i n  the l a s t  ha l f  of the  nineteenth 
century. A t  t ha t  time the  d i s t i n c t i o n  between phonetic t ranscr ip t ion  
d transliteration was not so f ine ly  drawn a s  it i s  today, a t  any r a t e  
by the Russian cartographers, who adopted a mixture of these two systems. 
Vestern cartographers, who presumably derived most of t h e i r  information 
fiom Russian maps, t r ans l i t e r a t ed  many, i f  not most, of t he  Turkic place- 
names from the Russian spel l ing;  but they usually preferred t o  s p e l l  
familiar Arabic and Persian names a s  they were s p e l t  i n  contemporary 

maps of adjacent countries such as Pers ia  and Afghanistan. But even 

here there were many inconsis tencies  : pre-revolutionary Russian 
cartographers invariably s p e l t  a s  Askhabad the  Arabic-Persian hybrid 
'Ishqabad, and t h i s  spe l l i ng  was followed by Bench and Br i t i sh  cartographers 
until recently. On the other hand, Russian cartographers sometimes, 
but not always, preferred t o  represent  the  long Persian 'at-sound by 
'0 '  as i n  Obigarm (hot water) ,  whereas Western cartographers preferred 
Ab-i-gm. The var ia t ions  i n  the Br i t i sh ,  French and German systems 
of transcribing Arabic, Persian and Turkic names a r e  of course a wel l-  
known phenomenon and need not be enlarged upon here. 

Since the Revolution, and pa r t i cu l a r ly  s ince the adoption of 
modified forms of the  Cyr i l l i c  alphabet fo r  the Turkic languages of 
Central Asia and fo r  Tadzhik, the matter has become s t i l l  more complicated- 
soviet cartographers s t i l l  f o l l m  a kind of compromise between phonetic 
transcription and t r ans l i t e r a t ion ,  but they have changed t h e  s p e l l i n g  

place-names ostensibly t o  conform more c lose ly  t o  the nat ive 
Pronunciation, They even attempt t o  represent the pl~onet ic  var ia t ions  
i n  the pronunciation of etymologically ident ica l  words i n  the d i f fe ren t  
Republics. Not only, h-ver, have they not worlced out any system of 
transliteration in to  ordinaly C y r i l l i c  of the special  l e t t e r s  used i n  
the various languages, but they a r e  inc l ined  t o  use several  d i f f e r e n t  

of the same word within one republic or  l i n g u i s t i c  area. 
example, the Turkic word b ~ y l  (red) ,  a s  i t  was spe l t  by  re-^^^^^^^- 

l0MrY cartographers, i s  now spe l t  and pronounced d i f fe ren t ly  in the Uzbek, 
Rirgiz9 hzakh, Xarawpak and Turhen  languages. Soviet cartogaphers 

this  word i n  various ways, but they have no means of representing 
the back ' k t  used i n  Uzbek, k z a a  and m a ~ p k ,  and fo r  some reason 

i@ore  the i n i t i d  l g 1  used i n  T u - b e n ,  I n  one Soviet m P  of 
Kirgicia thi word i s  variously s p e l t  b y 1  , kizyl ,  ~ Y z Y ~ .  The 
Same mcCJnulstency 1s observable i n  the  spel l ing of Tadzhilc names- 
In the Cyrill ic Tabh ik  orthography, the l e t t e r  '0 '  i s  always used t o  

the long Persian f a  thus,  Stalinabad i s  wr i t t en  i n  
T'dzhik Stalinobod. gut sovie t  ilse t h i s  l e t t e r  qu i te  
indiscriminately; they ignore i t  b- Stalinabad and i n  other place-names 

in  the ibr-.ian abad but they use &&hi, i m ~ n  and bolo for  
the h b i c  words ha .ii(piigrh), imam ( p r a y e r - l e a m ,  and for  t h e  - 
Rrsian & (upp* Such inconsistency and lack  of system c l e a r l y  
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renders the  work of t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  Western cartographers, 

It must be admitted, however, t h a t  the  problem confronting Soviet 
cartographers i s  a very hard one. The devis ing of a system of translit- 
e r a t ion  i n t o  normal C y r i l l i c  of t he  many addi t ional  symbols used to represent 
special  sounds i n  the Central Asia languages would present almost insuperable 
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The establishment of a broad pr inc ip le  of ?honetic transcrip 
t i o n  would a l s o  be far from easy. It would, f o r  instance, be awkward 
a d  confusing t o  have such common suf f ixes  as the Persian spelt i n  
d i f fe ren t  mays according t o  the  way it w a s  pronounced i n  different  
l oca l i t i e s .  The removal of inconsistency i n  spe l l ing  i n  any one area 
i s  no doubt under consideration, but it would involve a great deal of 
re-printing. 

It has so f a r  not been possible  t o  e s t a b l i s h  whether a t lases  and 
geography books used i n  schools where Central Asianlanguages a re  the 
medium of education adopt the all-Union system of spe l l ing  of geographical 
names o r  whether they a r e  s p e l t  according t o  the  orthography and phonetics 
of the language concerned. With the emphasis l a i d  by the  Soviet authorities 
on the elaborat ion of nat ive languages and on t h e i r  use i n  education, i t  
would be extraordinary i f  the people were not encouraged t o  develop 
d i s t i nc t ive  systems of toponyqy. In nat ive language publicatinns other 
than a t l a se s  and geograplzy books the  nat ive spe l l ings  of place-names are 
always followed, and these of ten  d i f f e r  markedly from the all-Union spellings1 
Thus, the nat ive spe l l ing  of towns appearing on all-Unionmaps as  
m o l i n s k ,  Talass,  Ashkhabad and Kizyl-fuvat i s  b o l e ,  Talas, Ashgabad 
and Wzylarbat. The reason f o r  these discrepancies i s  by no means clear* 

the circumstances b r i e f l y  outlined above i t  i s  obviously difficult 
t o  devise a p rac t i ca l  and consis tent  system of spe l l ing  modern central 
Asian-es, Thesys t emso  f a r  f o l l m e d i n C e n t r a l  AsianRevieW is 
b r o a a y  speaking tha t  worked out by the Permanent Oommittee for &okPphica1 
Name3 for  the USSR a s  a whole. In  two respec ts ,  however, it has. been 
found expedient t o  deviate fram it. The P.C.G.N. uses 'y' t o  repesent 
both the Russian l e t t e r s  fl and H . The frequency with which these 
l e t t e r s  occur i n  Central Asian names makes i t  necessary t o  distinguish 
between them by using li for  a and b y  1 for  , 

The use of the so f t  s ign 'bt i n  Central Asia names i s  relatively 
infrequent and i t s  representat ion a s  ( 1  ) i n  material  which deals with 
Islamic h is tory  i s  l i a i  . l e  t o  r e s u l t  i n  confusion because of the s t i l l  
colmon use of ( I )  f o r  the Arabic l e t t e r s  g& and hamza. It has 
been found advisable t o  omit the sof t  s ign  f rom transliterat- .  
hmever ,  the so f t  s ign i n  a Russian place-name i s  followed ~JJ' ' e '  the 
l a t t e r  is wr i t ten  a s  'ye1, e.g, -eve 

u*ou& the pr inciple  of systematic t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  from Russian 
i s  adhered t o  a s  f a r  a s  possible,  some relaxat ion of the principle is 



necessag, The exact transliteration from the Russian 
spelling of certain Turldc place-names would be misleading. Thus the 
more familiar spelling of Yolatan and Yomud are preferable to the more 
accurateIolatanandIcanud.  Similarly, verycomnIslamicnames 
occuring in historical material are spelt in one of the accepted English 
ways; e.g. IWmmad rather than Mokhamed. 

For the practical purpose of research into current developments in 
Central Asia transliteration from Soviet spellings is less liable to 
cause confusion than the use of any system which involves individual 
taste, and which thus frequently results in a combination of several 
systems. The system of symbol-by-symbol transliteration advocated by 
the Permanent Committee for Geographical Names is probably the best in 
the circumstances, but it is bound to result in the perpetuation of 
Soviet inconsistencies and mistakes. The adoption of the P.C .G.N. 
system is by no means universal among Western writers on Central Asia, 
some of whom prefer to use systems of transliteration or phonetic 
transcription which are quite unrelated to pre-revolutionary or Soviet 
systems of spelling, It is n&e~[)rthy, however, that what they seem 
to regard as phonetic transcription of place-names relates to Western 
Turkish or Pel sian pronunciation rather than to the pronunciation usedw 
the native population of Central Asia. 

l l h i s  preference for older and more familiar spellings of Muslim 
names should not be ignored. There is, indeed, a strong case for 
Preserving traditional spellings in works in English dealing with the 
Pre-revolutionary history of Central Asia. There is a wealth of 
&dish writing on this subject as well ae on Islamic history in general, 
and the sudden introduction of such bizarre spellings as Tadzhik for 
Tajik would be irksome, not to say confusing. But in publications like 
the Central Asian Review, which deal principally with current devel o~ents , 
the advantage of being able to relate transliterated place-names to the 
Original spelling adopted on Soviet maps seen= to outweigh other 
Considerat ions, 



SAVINGS AND S-ING HABITS - NEW LIGHT ON L I V I N G  STANU.RJJ3 

Personal savings and the  savings bank network play an impartant part in 
the  econamy of the  USSR. I n  t h e  words of Professor Ravinskii author of 
I ' i i lmso~aya - Sistema SSSR, "The purpose of the  S t a t e  Working Savings Banks 
of the USSR i s  t o  provide t h e  population wi th  s a f e  custody fo r  their  
savings and t o  enable them t o  proceed wtth f inanc ia l  operationsj to  
contr ibute  t o  the accumulation of savings and t o  t he  u t i l i za t ion  of these 
i n  the  i n t e r e s t s  of t he  developnent of t h e  nat ional  e c a n q . "  The 
savings banks work c lose ly  with the  S t a t e  Bank and a r e  t o  a certain extent 
financed by the S ta t e  budget; f i f t y  per cent  of t he  net  prof i t s  of the 
savings banks go t o  the S ta t e  budget, while the  remainder i s  kept as a 
reserve fund. Once this reserve fund has reached f i v e  per cent of the 
t o t a l  ne t  deposi ts  held a t  the  savings banks, all the remaining net profit 
goes t o  t he  S ta t e  budget. Bs an in t eg ra l  par t  of t he  economy of the U33R, 
the savings banks a r e  subject t o  s t r i c t  planning and the t o t a l  amount of 
deposi ts  t o  be obtained by each b r a d l  is fixed i n  advance fo r  every year. 
But there  a r e  complaints, f o r  instance i n  Finansy i Kredit NO. 3 of 1953, 
that these quotas a r e  f'requently not achieved i n  practice.  

There appear t o  be th ree  types of  deposit  at savings banks: the 
cur ren t  account paying three per cent i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  deposit account wing 
f i v e  per cent i n t e r e s t  on money held f o r  not l e s s  t h a n s i x  months, 
and the l o t t e r y  " deposit. An advertisement which appeared recently in 
Ko-st Tadzhikistana explains t h e  advantages of t he  l o t t  e ~ y  de 1;osi.t;: 

"Sure, p rof i tab le ,  convenient.' Put your money i n  the savings bank! 
Savings banks accept l o t t e r y  deposits,  hyment on l o t t e r y  deposits 
i s  made in the  forin of money won in the l o t t e r y  draw held twice yearly. 
A t  each draw, out of every thousand books, twenty-five win a prize. 
Of these,  m e  prize is worth 200 per cent ,  two a r e  worth I00 per cent ad 
twenty-two - 50 per cent of the  average amount of the  deposit held in a 
l o t t e r y  savings book f o r  s i x  months. &in& deposi ts  t o  the savings 
banks ,' ' 

The advantages of the  savings banks a r e  open t o  every cit izen, whether 
he is of age or  not. The amount of the deposit  and the  t h e  for which 
it  i s  made a r e  l imi t l e s s ,  though the f i r s t  deposi t  must not be less  
than f ive  rubles. Savings banks f u l l y  refund t h e  deposi ts  antrusted to 
them a t  the f i r s t  demand, and in the  meant- they provide t h e i r  client 
prith a number of s e d c e s  such ae  the t ransfer  of mms t o  other SadngB 
banks, the issuing of l e t t e r s  of c r ed i t ,  payment of -cipal services 
( ren ts ,  electric*, gas, telephone, etc.) ,  the purchase of State  bonds, 
and other banking operations. This income obtained From a savings bank 
account 1s f ree  of tax and death dut ies  fo r  the h e i r s  of the deceased 
c l i e n t  . 



Expansion in  the savings bank network 

Throughout Central A s i a  t he  savings bank network is expanding, the 
number of depositors i s  r i s i n g ,  and new branches a r e  being opened, I n  

January oft t h i s  year i t  was s t a t e d  that Kazakhstan had i n  a l l  I615 
savings bank branches. New branches were recent ly  opened a t  Temir-Tau 
at the workers settlement near the No, '47 coal  mine and i n  other a reas  
where the population was on the  increase. From Kirgizia ,  too, 
come reports of new branches opened during 1953, and i n  Uzbekistan a 
savings bank opened a t  a kolkhoz i n  the  Kashka-Duya oblast  l a s t  
December was claimed t o  be the  t h i r t i e t h  new branch t o  be opened during 
1953 - a f a i r  indicat ion of t he  r a t e  of expansion. During 1954 it is 
further planned t o  open twenty-seven new branches i n  Uzbekistan. 

Kazakhstan has now 703,000 deposi tors ,  of whom 142,000 joined 
during the course of 1953. A report  i n  June of l a s t  year claimed 
that compared with the f igure for  1949, the mnhx of depositors had 
increased fivefold, and t h a t ,  i n  the 'mining d i s t r i c t  of Karaganda 
alone there were by then 42,675 depositors. I n  Kirgizia ,  the increase 
i n  the number of depositors i n  the  post-war years has been over 77,000, 
and the f i r s t  ten months of 1953 saw over 8,000 new savings banks 
accounts i n  the Frunze oblast  alone, while i n  the Tien Shan oblast 
the number of accounts has grown by I50 per cent. There a r e  a l so  
reW'ts of increases f'rom both T'dzhikistan and Turkmenistan, while t he  
nost striking figures come from Uzbekistan, where, during the course 

1953,  38,000 new accounts were opened i n  the c i t y  of Tashkent alone. 

Deposit and in te res t  myments 

Correspondingly, amount B on deposi t  a l s o  increased grea t ly  during 
'953- In Kazakhstan there were fresh deposi ts  t o t a l l i n g  217 m. rubles 
during the year, and on 1 s t  January 1954 the t o t a l  deposited representea 
a fivefold increase over t h a t  of 1940. The share of t he  mining d i s t r i c t s  
1" the savings movement i s  ref lected i n  the  t o t a l  f igure for  depos i t s  
l nhaganda ,wh ichc -  t o  55m. rubles.  TheKurdairaionshowed 
that the rural areas were doing well  too, the increased t o t a l  being 
1,203,00~ rubles, while the &tyubinsk oblast ,  ra i sed  i t s  savings t o t d  
by '' m- rubles. It i s  s i p i f i c a n t  tha t  the average balance Per 

fo r  the whole of & z w t m  rose from 880 rubles  in January 1949 
1,070 rubles a t  present, 

The savings dr ive i n  Uzbebstan led  t o  a big i n c r e a s  i n  the 
which on 1 s t  ~ ( a y  1953 ~ t o d  a t  18.8 per cent above the fiwe 

lor 1951 and represented a threefold r i s e  s ince 1940. The increases 
had varied in d i f fe ren t  -ens. In  Fergana, Andishan and %markana 
Obblsta the r i s e  i n  23 months was jus t  under 50 per cent; i n  Bukhara 

Nmngan i t  was just  over 50 per cent. 



There a r e  fewer f igures  from Kirgizia ,  but i t  i s  known tha t ,  in  ten 
months during 1953, t he  t o t a l  amount of money on deposit  i n  F h m e  oblast 
had doubled. Ln the Tien Shan oblast  it had increased by 50 per cent in 
s i x  months. In the Kalinin ra ion  of Rrunze oblast  the actual increase 
was two mil l ion rubles. In Ta-kistan, deposi ts  i n  the f i r s t  five 
months of 1953 rose t o  a f igure  of 24 m. rubles  above t h a t  of 1952, 
Kulyab oblast  being responsible f o r  four  mi l l ion  rubles. Stalinabad 
had a r i s e  of eight mil l ion rubles ,  not a remarkable f igure for the 
c a p i t a l  of the republic. The tm and ra ion  of Kurgan-Tyube registered 
an increase of 1.5 m. I n  Turkenistm a mraked growth was recorded in 
t h e s e c o n d q u a r t e r o f  1953. B y l s t J u n e t h e t o t a l w a s 2 . 2 5 m . r u b l e s  
more than the corresponding f igure f o r  19521 

Apart from dea l ing  with the  various kinds of savings accounts, 
savings banks carry out many t ransact ions i n  S t a t e  bonds and State lottery 
bonds. Holders of the l o t t e r y  bonds, besides receiving three per cent 
i n t e r e s t ,  stand the  chance of winning l a rge  sums i n  t he  yearly lottery 
draws. I n  Kazakhstan, demands f o r  bonds have been especially brisk: in 
1952 s a l e s  amounted t o  12.8 m. rubles  while i n  1953 they rose t o  21.8n 
rubles. In  January 1953 the  Kazakh press  s t a t ed  t h a t  dclring the p s t  
Year 180 m. rubles  had been paid out i n  l o t t e r y  winnings, which represented 
an  increase of 71 m. rubles  over the  t o t a l  paid out i n  1951. In 1952, 
18  m. rubles  was paid out a s  i n t e r e s t  on bonds. I n  the  Aktyubinsk oblast 
alone, S t a t e  bond holders had received over 12 m. rubles  i n  lot tery winnings, 
while over the same period holders of savings accounts i n  the same oblast 
received 740,000 rubles  i n  i n t e r e s t  and l o t t e r y  winnings. 

In  Turkmenistan, during the  period of the fourth Five-Year man, 
(7946-50), holders of S t a t e  bonds, received 1 le m. rubles  i n  lottery 

winnings. It appears tha t  the amount of money paid out i n  WinnhI3s 
i s  still r i s ing ,  f o r  i n  only the f i r s t  f i ve  months of 1953, bond holders 
received w e r  25 rn. rubles. The f igures  fo r  Kirgizia  a r e  l e s s  Startling: 
over the  l a s t  two years  only seven mil l ion rubles  i n  a l l  have been pid 
out i n  i n t e r e s t  and l o t t e r y  winnings. In Uzbekietan, i t  i s  claim&, 
t h a t  since the  w a r ,  5600 m. rubles  worth of S t a t e  bonds have been sold* 
Lottery winnings fo r  1952 alone reached a t o t a l  of I& m. rubles,  and 
fo r  the past th ree  years - 408 m. rubles. These remarkable figures 
a r e  an indicat ion of the popularity of the  l o t t e r y  systemj though the 
winnings and i n t e r e s t  paid on the  various bonds and savings accounts 
m Y  not always be encashed - which may in par t  account fo r  the increase 
i n  the amunts  invested - yet  they tend t o  show t h a t  much more ready 
i s  i n  circulation. 



GENERAL 

Earnings i n  industry 

The press of Central Asia maintains t h a t ,  since 1951 , the average 
wages of workers have r i s e n  every year  and, since r en t  and basic  needs 
are not high, there i s  more money e i t h e r  t o  spend on supplementary 
commodities when these a r e  ava i lab le ,  o r  t o  put i n  savings banks, 
as the public i s  so of ten  urged t o  do. 

An a r t i c l e  published i n  April 1954 i n  Kirgizia ascr ibes  increased 
coats in  industry t o  the provision of increased wages f o r  the workers. 
A one per cent r i s e  i n  wage r a t e s  would mean mil l ions of rubles  t o  be 
found. Some concerns in Kirgizia ,  including the  E'runze Cloth and Cotton 
Spinning Mills and the BksLzlabad Motor Repair Worksho,~s, d id  not exceed 
the estimated amounts fo r  t h e i r  wage b i l l s  fo r  the l a s t  quarter  of 1953. 
But the m e  Hemp and Ju t e  Mills i n  the same quarter had exceeded 
estimates by one mil l ion rubles  through unjus t i f ied  overtime work. 

Workers often receive allovrances and additionsover and above bas ic  
wages. For instance i n  1953 these ex t ras  t o t a l l e d  58 m. rubles  i n  
the Karaganda mines, 20 m. rtubles i n  Ftudni A l t a i  and 8 m. rubles  i n  the 
bzakhstanneft o i l  f ie lds .  

In Tacbhikistan , a t  the  Stalinabad Text i le  Kombinat, about 80 Per 
oent of the workers had earnihgd ~trhich ranged up t o  700 rubles  a month, 
ten per cent ranged from 7u0 t o  1,500 rubles and the  remaining t en  Per 
received over the l a t t e r  figure. Overtime payments a t  progressively 
increasing r a t e s  t o t a l l e d  3 m. rubles. 

Earnings i n  w i c u l t u r e  

More impressive t b  the r i s e  i n  i ndus t r i a l  earnings i s  the rise 
in earnings i n  agricul ture ,  In  pa r t i cu l a r ,  among the  kollchozniks 

the cotton be l t  and other i n d u s t r i a l  crop-growing areas ,  where 
mech iza t ion  h a s  been applied on a la rge  sca le ,  the p d n g  prosperity 
is remarkable. A, increasing number of kolkhozes a r e  i n  the 
n l ~ l l i ~ n a i r e ' l  c lass ,  i .e .  have incomes of over a mil l ion rubles ,  and 
in some raions a l l  kolkhozes are Rmiluonairesn. Increases,  i n  
earnings, however, vary according t o  such fac tors  a s  s o i l  conditions , 

received Rm W S ,  the  eff ic iency of the kolkhoz chairman and so 
On* For example, i t  is  in t e re s t ing  t o  note t h a t  the cos t  pr ices  a t  
'Om controlled sovkhoz e s t a t e s  a r e  higher than deliver'Y prices  
from kolkhozee. Again, an example of h m  even under s imilar  51 
'* ~ l h t i c  conditions, d i f fe ren t  e s t a t e s  reach d i f fe ren t  l eve l s  of 
Productivity is  provided by comparing the Karl bilarx with the  P u p s k a ~ a  
kO1khoz, both i n  the S t a l i n  ra ion  m e  oblas t ;  the  outputs of 

and wool per hundred hectares  a t  t he  f i r s t  named e s t a t e  were 
Fespectively 2.1 , 3 .6  and 1 ,6  times a s  m e a t  a s  the output6 of the other;  
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i n  1952 the K a r l  Marx earned 256 rubles  per hectare,  while the Krupskaya 
earned a mere 70 rubles.  These differences can be ascribed t o  the 
backwardness of the Krupskaya kolkhoz and t he  inadequate scale on which 
it  has been enlarged and its economy overhauled. 

A few spec i f i c  instances w i l l  show how average da i ly  payments to 
kolkhozniks have r i s e n  i n  recent years. In Uzbekistan, the Dzherzinskii 
kolkhoz of the  Begovat ra ion  was r a t h e r  backward; i n  1952 its kolkhozniks 
earned only seven rubles  & k i l o s  of wheat per day, This rose t o  
nine rublee and th ree  k i lo s  last year,  and there  have been f'urther rapid 
improvementssinae. TheStalin%illionairen ko1lchozintheKarsh.i 
ra ion  i n  1952 paid i t s  hands 11.45 rubles  and four k i l n s  of grain per 
w; l a s t  year i t  earned i n  all 8,2 me rubles.  The Bolshevik kolkhoz 
i n  the same ra ion  w a s  another "millionairen co l l ec t ive  farm, earning over 
eight  mil l ion rubles  l a s t  year ,  while i t s  kolkhozniks earned the high 
wazes of nineteen rubles  a day plus three  k i l o s  of gra in  a s  well as other 
necess i t ies  not easy t o  obtain i n  the shops. 

The earnings of kolkhozes could be s t i l l  fu r the r  improved, it i s  
claimed, i f  c e r t a i n  malpractices were eradicated. One of these 
i s  the f a i l u r e  t o  pay i n  the sums sue t o  the  indivisible fundn 
held i n  the S t a t e  bank account of the kolkhoz. This i s  a levy of 15 to 
20 Per cent on the gross earnings of the  kolkhoz; which i s  intended for 
use i n  improving the  farm. Bad accounting, s l a c h e s s  i n  collecting 
receipts ,  and a propensity f o r  cash s a l e s  a r e  responsible for  a good 
deal  of ledcage from farm accounts. Besides which the money is ofbe* 
not spent according t o  regulations.  A s  a r e s u l t  many kolkhozes find 
themselves i n  debt t o  the S t a t e  bank1 i n  one raim of East Kazalshstan, 

483,000 rubles  out of r ece ip t s  t o t a l l i n g  736,000 rubles were wid 
i n t o  the bank. 

b individual k o l k h ~ z  members have shown excel lent  earnings and 
Inention might be made of two &ban o r  herdoman famil ies  of the Qasnoe 
Znarqya kdlkhoe i n  Kazakhstan. One chaban received three  tons of €Fain 
and 3,000 rubles a t  the start of the  season and was l a t e r  given eleven 
sheep. By the end of 1953 h i s  family had earned 21,200 rubles. 
The second family earned 16,000 rubles. 

Supply of consumer aoods 

In some of the newer t a m s  there  i s  a b ig  developnent of the shop 
net-work. Temir-Tau and E k i b a s t u ~  a r e  cases i n  point. The f o m r  
c i t y  has 11 7 t rading centres  with a turnover i n  1953 of 100 m. rubles* 
The s ix th  euccessive fall i n  consumer goods pr ice l eve l s  led t o  a big 
81- i n  i d e s  i n  Ekibastuz. Shop* i n  the mfning c i t y  reaiotered 
700,000more s a l e s i n i ~ p r i l  1953 thaninMarch .  Thedemand formotor* 
cycles,  cycles, radios and other a r t i c l e s  l e d  t o  the opening of five nm 
and well-stocked s tores ,  



Distribution, however, does not seem t o  be evenly adjusted 
everywhere t o  meet the  needs df consumers, Even i n  a cap i t a l  c i t y  l i k e  
Frunze, where turnovers a r e  s t a t ed  t o  be above t a rge t  f igures ,  only 
the larger emporiums i n  the  heart  of the  c i t y  a r e  worldng s a t i s f a c  l;zr;l; 
The smaller shops and stalls i n  the suburban areas  a r e  much behind t h e i r  
targets, and the d i s t r i bu t ion  of goods over the  whole t rading network 
i s  unsatisfactory, being ca r r i ed  out i n  an unin te l l igent  and mechanical 
manner so that  stocks f o r  which no demand e x i s t s  a r e  p i l i ng  up i n  many 
branches. 

In  Uzbekistan l a s t  July it was s t a t e d  t h a t  the  t rading network 
had not taken goods t o  the  value of 100 m. rubles  from the Ministry of 
Trade supply bases? a s  a r e s u l t  many es sen t i a l s  could not be supplied 
t o  the public. Fhe Ministry's s tocks included unsold or unsaleable 
goods worth over 1 miILard rubles ,  The reason f o r  t h i s  was probably 
that much material was sen t  t o  BukZlara, Khorezm, Surkhan Darya and 
other raions without reference t o  l o c a l  needs. 

In 1952 the Namangan oblastpotrebsoyuz (i.e. ob las t  consumers' 
CO-oper~t ivej  of Uzbekistan f a i l e d  t o  de l iver  43 m. rubles  worth of 
consumer goods required by its r u r a l  network, although i t s  supply bases 
had-ea t o  the  extent of 84 m. rubles. One problem i n  the 
selection and order'ing of goods is that much had t o  be done ora l ly  a s  
over 300 salesmen are semi-li terate.  

The s i tua t ion  of surpluses amid sca rc i ty  i s  evident elsewhere. 
Supply bases i n  t he  Kaehka-Darya oblas t  were overstocked 1~5th  
vegetable o i l s  J i n  the Dekhan-Abad ra ipot rebsoyu~ (i. e . ra ion  consumers 
co-operative) these could only be bought i n  l imited quant i t ies .  
Tashkent has plenty of cos t ly  and showy furn i ture  i n  r~hops wllere 
children ' s cots  , bookshelves and p la in  kitchen t ab l e s  a r e  unobtainable. 
Amateur photographers i n  S-rkand have t o  go t o  Tashkent t o  buy dev- 
eloping chemicals. I n  the oktyabr raion of Tashkent, l oca l  cafes 
and restaurants cannot serve nat ional  s ~ e c i a l i  ties : pi lau  cannot 
be without aa r ro t s  and ca r ro t s  a r e  not available.  In  the whole 
of this  raion, thert: a r e  only s i x  conr;r~unal eating-roams, providing a 
mere 6,000 meals a day. I n  some places of the Andizhan oblast ,  there  
is often an acute ahortage of s a l t ,  paraff in ,  soap and matches. 

In Kaaakhntan, t rading concerns held surplus stocks worth over 
500 m. rubles which could have been disposed of by be t t e r  dis t r ibut ion.  

Parts of the fist-i oblast no d e l i v e r i e s  a t  a l l  were made 
between November I 952 and ~ a y  1953. Yet cases a r e  recorded where f e l t  

(valenkt) m r e  sent  from ~ r d s k  t o  Semipalatinsk, while s imilar  
IIEinufactured i n  S a i p a l a t i n s k  were sent  for  d i s t r i bu t ion  t o  Uralsk. 

In &raganday of 600 catalogue items, a 320 are avai lable  i n  the 
~ 0 ~ s .  



Reports &om Kirgizia  bear out the  general t a l e  of lack  of co- 
ordinat ion i n  the  d i s t r i bu t ion  of supplies.  The case of the 
Tex t i l t o rq  which brought i n t o  the town of Tashkurqyr during winter a 
supply of l i g h t  mater ials  and dresses  su i t ab l e  f o r  s m e r  wear might 
bementioned. This tawn,  an impor tan t  miningcentre ,  repor teda  
shortage of f i s h  i n  winter and a surplus i n  summer. In  the F'anfilov 
r a ion  not a s ingle  shop comes up t o  the  standard s e t  by the regulations: 
s torage i s  f au l ty ,  sugar being s tored next t o  o i l ,  and t e a l  alongside 
of tobacco and c igare t tes .  Not infrequent ly from other districtsof 
Kirgizia  come r epor t s  of shortages of salt, f lou r ,  sugar and other 
necessi t ies .  

Complaints a r e  a l s o  heard f'rom many other d i s t r i c t s  of very poor 
qua l i ty  goods: rubber-soled shoes fo r  women, which cost 81 t o  93 
rubles  and shed t h e i r  heels  and even t h e i r  so les  a f t e r  a few days are 
sa id  t o  have been sold by the Tashkent GorpromkmBin& (i. e. Town 
Ersd i?~  Kombinat). Children's shoes a r e  a d i f f i c u l t  item and stocks 
of shoes p i l e  up quickly, as people w i l l  not buy shoddy o r  out-of-seasan 
wear .  

People i h  out-of-the-way spots  of ten  have very l i t t l e  alternative 
te barkin;: t h e i r  money. Movable s t o r e  wagons a r e  the markets a t  which 
peo,?le of s d l  railway s t a t i ons  do t h e i r  buying, and of ten  these se l l  
out a l l  t h e i r  suppl ies  of the more a t t r a c t i v e  l i n e s  a t  the f i r s t  station 
they visit and have nothing t o  o f f e r  a t  the end of t h e i r  journey. In 
one case, at Ush-Tobe, commodities in great  demand were sold t o  friends 
of t he  s t a f f  even before the  wagon le f t  i t s  base. In some of t h e m e  
d i s t a n t  s t a t i o n s  paraf f in  .is not t o  be had f o r  six months a t  a time. 
The chabans, who l i v e  i n  the remote highlands, a r e  badly provided for 
and find themselves cut  of f  fiom all sources of supply fo r  long period0 
when they leave fo r  t h e i r  pasture lands. They a r e  of ten unable 
t o  spend even a f r ac t ion  of t h e i r  earnings on e s sen t i a l s  l i k e  tea  and 
suEar. 

Savings and prosperi ty  

The Central Asian press s teadfas t ly  maintains t h a t  the expansion 
of the  savings bank network i s  an index of growing prosperi tyj  it 1s 
emphatic t h a t  the real wages of the people of f ive  republios, t h e i r  
r e a l ~ a  zarabotnaya data ,  and especial ly  the income of kolkho5nik~, 
have risen. It i s  claimed t h a t  the savings movement, besides being 
important fac tor  in the nat ional  economy, i s  of r e a l  benefi t  t o  the p o p  
l a t i on .  For instance, Fn the Tdass raion, where the number of holders 
of savings bank accounts has gone up sevenfold i n  ten  years,  workers, 
with the money they have saved, have been ab le  t o  go in  fo r  cars,  radios 
and other expensive acquisi t ions,  b e  depositor even saved enou@ to 
buy a hmse for  himself, w h i l e  others bought carpets, furn i ture  4 



other luxuries. 

Although reports  come i n  from many pa r t s  of Central Asia and 
bzalrhstan of the opening of new shops, eating-houses and other places 
at which the workers can spend t h e i r  money - ye t  i t  i s  s ign i f icant  
that despite these new f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  spending t h e i r  savings, the  
workers seem t o  have kept t h e i r  bank deposi ts  a t  a high l eve l  and wen  
increased them. And ye t ,  these savings cannot be a l toge ther  
explained a s  part of an  a u s t e r i t y  regime j a t  the Third Session of the  
Yoviet of the Alma-Ata oblast i t  was claimed that i n  the f i r s t  s i x  
months of 1953 there was something l i k e  a spending spree. Sales  
were higher than in the  same period of 1952. The r i s e  was over 100 
per cent for motor-cycles and cycles,  64,6 per cent f o r  confectionery, 
53 per cent for  cereals ,  over 100 per cent fo r  sugar and fine-grade 
flow, 30 per cent f o r  cotton fabr ics ,  29.7 per cent fo r  macaroni and 
23,2 per cent for  f i s h  products. 

Again in Tashkent the cent ra l  Glavunivermag recorded sa l e s  
exceeding 290 m. rubles  i n  1952, surpassing i t s  sa l e s  ta rge t .  Sales 
in April 1953 were t e n  t h e s  the value of those fo r  March, and the week 
before ChrPstmas aaw sa l e s  of over eight  mil l ion rubles  -- pointers  
Perbps to  seasonal holiday buyingD During 1952 t h i s  b ig  s to re  so ld  
17,000 watches, 6,000 radios,  1,300 gramoptones, 1,500 motor-cycles 
and cycles, about 1,000 cameras, carpeta  wort!l over four mi l l ion  rubles,  
and woollen and s i l k  fabr ics  warth f i f t y  m i l l ~ o n  rubles. 

Though it appears t h a t  i n  some flaces t he  t rading network is  
satisfying the demands of i t a  dustomers, the majority of reports  
show that i n  ~q parts  proper shop ing  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  s t i l l  lacking, 
faulty d is t r ibu t ion  prevents people from obtaining the th ings  they 
need, and even when goods a r e  availaBle, t h e i r  qual i ty  only too ofle* 
leave mud t o  be desired. The success of t he  savings moment, i n  

of the claimed improvement i n  the supply of commodities which might 
be expected t o  absorb the  generally increased earnings, C Z . ~  be 
attributed t o  the des i r e  on the part of t he  population t o  r e s i s t  buying 

a r t i c l e s  and t o  put aside t h e i r  money u n t i l  consumer goods are 
available i n  greater  quantity and b e t t e r  quality.  

1 l Central Asian Press. 

3 .  Rnaney i Kredit SSSR. No. 39 7953 



THE PUBLISHING, PRINTING AMD DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS 

The rmawkable increase in book production i n  Central Asia and 
Kazakhstan affords a s t r ik ing  indicat ion of the increase i n  
l i te racy .  Although there i s  a la rge  non-native element i n  the 
population and although the  proportion of bocks i n  Russian 
t o  those in the native languages cannot be established with 
precision, it seems l i k e l y  tha t  the  l a t t e r  const i tute  the great 
majority. However, a very la rge  part of the books published 
i n  the native languages seem t o  be t r w l a t i o n a  from Russian or 
other Sovlet or ig ina ls ,  including p o l i t i c a l  and technical works, 
and masterpieces of Russian l i t e r a t u r e ,  

Publishing, pr in t ing  and production 

A t  no previous time has the publishing and c i rcula t ion  of books i n  the 
Central Asian republics been car r ied  out on so l a rge  a scale as a t  
present, 

In Tadzhikfstan, i t  was planned i n  Januaty 4953 t o  bring out SWY- 
f ive  books on social ,  economia and so-called " m a s ~ - ~ o l i t i c a l "  subjects, 
a s  well  a s  the t h i r d  volume of Ainils memoirs, a r ep r in t  of h i s  novel 
"The Slavesn, a new novel 'cry Ulug m e  and a number of poetical works 
by Tursun Zade, Dekhoti and others. A new awe, "Literary Tadzhik- 
i s tan"  has made i ts  appearance after being delayed for  two years in Public- 
ation. 

The conditions under whioh book9 m e  produced, however, appear skiu 
t o  be far from sat isfactoly,  For instance, the  machine~y of the 
atalinahad Polyrnphic  h e s s  Kombinat, where moat of the  printing 
resources of the republic a r e  concentrated, is  inadequate; the JFinting 
workshops are too d l  and type has detefiorated through over-long 
use without renovation; the s t a f f  of the li thographic section s t i l l  
use stone, t o  which they are accustomed, i m t e a d  of aino. The l a f f  

l e v e l  of d isc ip l ine  among workers i e  sa id  t o  be affect ing both the 
qual i ty and the quantity of out& and indeed the general standard of 
book production is  such tha t  whole pages of a handbook on the dl-union 
Constitution can only be read with d i f f icu l ty ,  while whole sectiom of 
a school textbook on l i te ra t i l re  a r e  miseing f r o m  another TadEhik Public- 
ation. 

1n w h n i s t a n ,  2,462,000 copies of books and magazines were i s a u d  
in 1952, and i n  September 1953 i t  was propoeed t o  increase this to over 
four million copies. Here again, defecte i n  production are evident! 

last-minute c o r r e c t i m o f t e n  have t o  be made in books already awaltFng 
distr ibut ion,  For instance, after an apparently thorough proof-readiMp 
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twenty-nine pr int ing e r ro r s  were discovered i n  Azhaev ' s novel "Far 
from Moscow", 

Kaz* pr int ing presses turned out twelve mil l ion copies of books, 
pamphlets and scl~ool  t e x t s  i n  1952, and in 1953 the  output of the  
Kazakh State h b l i s h i n g  House alone was t o  have reached s i x  mil l ion 
copies. It was s t a t e d  i n  March of t h a t  year t h a t  193 books wi th  a 
total impression of almost four mi l l ion  would soon be published. 
These would include c e r t a i n  Russian c l a s s i c s ,  - a new s i x  volume ed i t i on  
af Gogal, fpur mlume~ of Pushkin, T o l s t o i t s  "Anna Kareninan and 
TurgenevJs " h t h e r s  and Sonsn, as well  a s  books by Soviet authors  
such as Alexei Tolstoi  's "Peter the  First", Fadeev's "The Young Guard" 
and NUolaeva's "Harvestn, some for ty  works by native Kazakh 
authars of repute including the  novels "KaregandaA, "E!mfilovtsil' and 
nDzhambulna A c c o r d i n g t o a r e c e n t  statement, i n 1 9 5 4 i n m a k h s t a n  
404 books w i l l  be issued wi th  a t o t a l  impression of 5,400,000. 
Politicdl works w i l l  predominate, but the new s t r e s s  on agr icu l ture  i s  
reflected: i n  the f a c t  t h a t  this year 141 more works on agr icu l ture  and 
~ t ~ r d l ~ c i e n c e f i g u r e o n t h e p u b l i s h e r s ~ l i s t s  t h a ~ 1 i n l 9 5 3 ~  They 
c o m ~ i s e  not only standard works Professor Williams and by 
Dohdaev, but a l so  ~gmphle ts  h a y i n g  "the experience of progressive 
collective farm chairmenme The Rasakh Sta t e  Li te ra ture  Publishing 
IIouse @azmslitizdat) w i l l  put out 187 books wi th  an impression 
34 h among them GorH1s .~oma m e v n  and selected wnrks of Chelrhov. 

In  Uzbekistan progress i n  publishing seems t o  have been encow- 
While i n  1950 the republic a s  a whole browht  out 2,700 books 

with an impression of & a in 1952 three of t he  Uzbek publishing 
houses together issued 656 works with an impressian of twelve million* 
The target of 276 worka s e t  fo r  t he  republic  in 1953 was i n  f ac t  
exceeded 130, t he  t o t a l  of m6 indudFng all thir ty-f ive volumes 
of Lenin's col lected works. ~ u t  t \ l e re  were complaints of ser ious 

i n  publicatitme 36oriee fishkin, Gorki, Korolenko and 
S a l t ~ k m - ~ d r i n  and c r i t i c a l  essays by Dobrolyubov were a 11 held 
Up, and although the proofs of the urnstory of Uzbek L i t e r a tu re  in 
the m e t  periodm, a u s e m  textbook for ~ C ~ O O ~ S ,  should ham 
reached print ing s tage by October 1953, by tha t  da t e  only one 

waR in f ac t  ready and the  l a s t  two were s t i l l  i n  d ra f t  form, 
Same careless e r ro r s  a r e  allowed t o  s l i p  through by Tashkent publislfing 

for instance one of them put on the market la rge  quant i t ies  
Of eCho~l exercise-books ~ t h  defective mult ipl icat ion tab les  pr inted 
On the back cWm, 0 m e  the  mistake was rea l ized  it proved impossible 

M t m r a ~  the b o o b  a s  they had already gone i n t o  circulat ion.  

s w e y  of p b l i s h i r q  i n  Central Asia would be complete -thout 
the mntjOn of transla.lions. These ax.[: ~ t ~ n e r a l l v  done i n  "double 



harness", i.e. using a nat ive t o  provide a l i t e r a l  rendering of the 
or ig ina l  t e x t  and an establ ished Russian journa l i s t  or author t o  polish 
the  crude verbatim version i n t o  readable Russian. A similar 
technique i s  conversely appl ied in t r ans l a t ing  f!rm Russian in to  the 
nat ive langwges, and a special  term, perevod s ~ d s t r o c h n i k a ~  has 
even been coined fo r  the  pract ice,  

Translations of l i t e r a t u r e  on party-pol i t ical  and economic subjects 
from Russian i n t o  the various nat ive languages a r e  of ten  done i n  
Moscow, e.g., at the  Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin I n s t i t u t e ,  and are  there 
caref'ully cross-checked. In Tadzhildstan, t he  flrst volume of Lenin's 
col lected works i n  the  vernacular d id  not appear u n t i l  ear ly  i n  1953, 
which seems surpr i s ing  considering t h a t  by then  the  Tadzhik translation 
of S t a l i n ' s  works had already reached the t h i r t e e n t h  volume. Taazhik 
versions of individual works by Marx, Lenin and S t a l i n  a r e  appearing in 
popular edi t ions.  The t r ans l a t ion  i n t o  T~=kr,'ren of the second vol~me 
of Leninis complete works had been severely c r i t i c i z e d ;  the proofs are 
sa id  t o  be full of e r ro r s  even a l ' t e r  repeated checking. A l l  YrLrk - 
f i ve  volumes of L e n h  have appeared. in Uzbekistan and the publication 
of the f ina l  one inc identa l ly  coincided wi th  the  appearance of the 
th i r t een th  volume of S t d i n s s  works i n  UzW. In Kazakhstan, where 
Lenin was f i r s t  t r ans l a t ed  in 1923, t h e  f i r s t  volume of a n'ew complete 
ed i t i on  of his works came out i n  1948, a d  the nineteenth volume has just 
been issued. A t  the  beginning of 2953, popular M a k h  editions were 
brought out of S t a l i n ' s  speech t o  the  Nineteenth Party Congress and of 
h i s  l a s t  m r k ,  "Economic Problems of Sacialiamn. 

a c h  a t t en t ion  is given t o  t he  rev is ing  of t h e  t e x t s  of polit iaal 
works SO a s  t o  conform with prevai l ing ideological  trends. A Fess  
repor t  published i n  June 1.953 described the me t i cu lou~  care with which 
V o l n  I of the 'Tlistory of the Ka.zakh peogleq was being prepared for the 
press. By then the  final d r a f t  was ready fclr print ing,  and had i n  
pr inciple  been approved by the Presidium of t he  Kazakh Acaderqy of 
Sciences; But even a t  this l a t e  s tage the Presidium thought it prudent 
t o  reprove the compilers of t h e  work for  f a i l i n g  t o  lay suff icient  stress 
on the  log ica l  character of the h i s t o r i c a l  process, t he  lang-standing 
connections between Ru-:sia and Kazakhstan and the reasons f o r  t he i r  
l a t e r  c lose association. As a r e s u l t ,  ,various last-minute alterations 
must be made in the t e x t  before the  Histbr, can go i n t o  mas0 production* 

It appears fram a republican conference of t r ans l a to r s  held i n  
= r&iz i a  tha t  few really f i r s t -c l - ss  t r ans l a to r s  have so far been 
t ra ined  i n  the  republic. The conference recommended tha t  m m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f l ~  I 

of all t r ans l a t ions  should, i n  future,  be &iscuyr,ed l ~ y  the  Kirgie Writers 
union a d  t ha t  mare a r t i c l e s  m the theory and pract ice of the a r t  
appear i n  the press. A s  a sequel t o  t ' d s  meeting,in October 49539 an 
o F n  compt i t i on  f o r  the best t rans la t ions  of pre-revolutionafy and 
soviet works was organized i n  Frunze. 



The outstanding kranslator  of' Uzbekistan i s  undoubtedly the 
erudite orthodix a r x i s t  m i t e r  G a f u r  Gulyam who has rendered i n t o  his 
native tongue poets of such &if  fe r ing  s t y l e  and cal i b re  a s  Pushkin, 
Lermont ov, fihevchenko , Nekrasov, Fet and Mayakbvski, besides trans- 
lating, probably frbm t h e i r  Russian versions,  "Othellott , Yhe Marriage 
of FigaroR, plays by Lope de Vega and Moli&re, and Shota Rustaveli  I s  

Georgbn epic. Hawever, not even Gulyam i s  iwrmne from cr i t ic i sm!  
he has been accused of using "arabismsn and words conveying obsolete 
notions a l ien  t o  Soviet thought, of excessive lyr icism, and of f a i l u r e  
t o  write good ch i ldren ' s  poetry, Among other  Uzbek authors who have 
tried their  hand a t  t r ans l a t ion  a r e  Uigun, whose version of Tolstoi ' s  
"Ha~h.  Wadn i s  considered a model of s t y l e  and accuracy, and Kakhar , 
who has familiarized Uzbek readers  with Gogol, Chekhovts s t o r i e s  and 
with the f i r s t  volume of T o l s t o i f s  War and Peace". 

The t rans la t ion  of school t e x t e  i n t o  language de f i c i en t  i n  
scientific vocabulary is  a t a sk  even more exacting than the  
translation of po l i t ica l  p a n w e t s  and l i t e r a r y  works, s ince i t  requires  
a specialized knowledge of the subject  matter. One cause for  camplaint 
in Tadzhik schools is t h a t  t he  chemistry textbooks fo r  use i n  c e r t a i n  
grades are  f u l l  of mistakes t h a t  would never have occurred had t h e  
tramlators possessed e v a  the  rudiments of chemistry o r  indeed of the 
natural sciences i n  general. Sc i en t i f i c  terms of Arabic der ivat ion,  
used where Tad,zhik neologisms have served, combine wi th  -ram 
printing errors  t o  perplex the pupil. 

Childrents books 

Children's b o o b  a r e  n m  being produced i n  Central A s i a  i n  f a i r  
Quantity and variety both i n  the  vernacular, and i n  t rans la t ions  from 
Russian and other foref gn languages. I n  Kazakhstan, for  instance, 
' 3 6  have been issued over the  l a s t  th ree  years ,  including jd etbrias 

native authors j 72 more a r e  t o  be published i n  Raeakh Uigur 
?Y 19% . By June of l a s t  year Kazakh and Uigur chi ldren could read 
In the i r  o m  -ages suoh Emopean and American favourites 
anc l e  Tom's Cabina, Treasure Islandn. Robinson C ~ s o e " ,  Hans 
Ilndersenta f a i ry  s t o r i e s  and t a l e s  of adventure by Jack London. 
Lo%l~ Produoed children's l i t e r a t u r e  has however been c r i t i c i z e d  fo r  
belng%ivorcad f1.m life*, i s  sh- in the authors '  predi lect ion 
for ra ther  than h-n heroes, Moreover, t r ans l a t ions  *om 

even when acme by r i s i n g  young nat ive wr i te rs ,  tend t o  be 
slipah& and incompetent ; and books a r e  of ten  poorly produced and 

with flimsy pages and print .  Reports *om 
Turbenistan t e l l  a s imilar  t a l e o  &, one occasion two l i t t l e  g i r l s  
there are said t o  have quarallsd about whether a c e r t a i n  in 
their ~icturs-book reprcaented a horse o r  n CUWJ the  animal i n  
fact a reindeer, 



The only recent acl=otmtt of ch i ldren ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  fram Kirgizia 
t e l l s  of i l l -crganized d i s t r i b u t i o n  and of complaints f'rom parents about 
the impossibi l i ty  of finding anything f o r  a ch i ld  of kipdergarten age. 
I n  Tadzhikistan 78 books fo r  chi ldren with a t o t a l  impression of 666,000 
were produced i n  the f i r s t  th ree  years  of the  current  Five-Year Plan, 
and 50 more a r e  t o  be added this year. Po-&ar among the works 60 

far  published a r e  A. Tol s to i ' s  "The Kitten", Turgenev's "A sportsman's 
3ketchesm and Emsaid Mirshakar's "I t e l l  the Truthn. The njme of 
Mirshakar, whose reputa t ion  extends beyong the  Tadzhik borders, was 
first mentioned i n  connection wi th  ch i ldren ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  the Thirteenth 
Renary  Session of t he  Board of the Union of Soviet Writers held Fn 
1950. Three years l a t e r  the  Moscaw Children's Publishing Home 
( ~ e t ~ i e )  published a book of his verse e n t i t l e d  We came from trle IBmirs " 
and containing the S t e l i n  prize-winning poem "The Golden Kishlakm. The 
pr inc ipa l  themes of h i s  kwztry, - crea t ive  t o i l  and man as  the 
conqueror and tr-nsformer of nature,  f u l l y  s a t i s f y  the requirements of 
"Social is t"  art. 

School textbooks 

Some idea of t he  scale  of t e ~ t b o o k . ~ l r o d m t i o n  i n  Central Asia 
may be derived from published f igures  for  Kazakhstan, where 135 texts 
i n  Russian, Kazakh and Uigur with a t o t a l  impression of 3 m. were brW3ht 
a t  i n  the f i r s t  ha l f  of f953. Over 150,000 textbooks were exparted . 
t o  Uzbeldstan and Turhen ia t an  f o r  the  use of chi ldren of the y& 
minori t ies  there.  h t h e r  press report  s ta ted  t h a t  i n  1953 8.r DL 
textbooks wodd be d i s t r i bu ted  t o  schools, l i b r a r i e s  and bookshops 
of t h e  republic. I n  s p i t e  of these s t a t i s t i c s ,  however, frequent 
complaints about the textbook pos i t ion  appear i n  the press. 

For ernmple, in Tadzhikistan whole chapters on phonetics, e t w l a g y  
and syntax in the Russian grammars used in non-Russian schools have had 
t o  be rewritten. A T a d z h F k  school antholo= of l i t e r a t u r e  i s  c r i t i ched  
fo r  emboQlng excerpts f r o m  nat ive wr i t e r s  l i k e  Umuri and Farukbi 
whose wri t ings a r e  "impregnated with Suf i s t  mysticisma. Ln Kirgisia 
the  new d e s  for  spe l l ing  l a ~ d  down in June 1953 have added t o  the 
fiff'icult3-es; i t  s e e m  tha t  they a r e  s t i l l  not universal ly  observed, 
and an ABC fo r  the l m e s t  grades, fo r  instance, s t i l l  cantains errors 
afterruaningthroughtwelveeditions. Anthologies f o r j u n i o r ~ a ~ ~ ~  
contain verses impossible f o r  young chi ldren t o  understand. finother 
c r i t i c i -  reported in the press  i s  that Kirgiz children with the i r  im~rfect 

of Russian wt not ,  as they a re  at present,  t o  be expected 
t o  work from readers i den t i aa l  with those used for  W e i a n  ohi leen .  
wr i te r8  of Kirgiz textbooks are advised t o  e x p t f a t e  on the f h c ~ e s  
of S d e t  p t r i o t i s m ,  of friendohip wi th  Russia and of p ro l e t a r lm  
internationalism, (as d i s t i n c t  fram cosmopolitanism). 



The re-organization of primary ~ c h o o l s  i n t o  s even-year schools , 
the extension of the  higher grades and the  expansion of the education 
network generally have caused shortages of textbooks i n  Tadzhikistan. 
The demand could not be met i n  1953 and the Tadzhikistan hkLnistry 
of mucation had t o  inform schools i n  G a r m  and Kurgan-Tyube that 
certain textbooks f o r  senior  grades could not be supplied s ince they 
hadnot even been printed. Textbooks on l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  t h e s e v e n t h  
grade were not del ivered u n t i l  l a t e  i n  October; there  were no 
logarithmic tables  a s  these fo r  some reason could not  be produced 
locally. There was a shortage of books on a s t r o n o q ,  on Russian 
and other foreign languages a s  well  a s  of g lossar ies  of s c i e n t i f i c  
terms and Russian-Tadzhik and Tadzhik-Russian d i c t iona r i e s  f o r  ochool 
use. In 1952 only 30 textbooks were published loca l ly ,  and 
to judge from p a r t i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  this was not grea t ly  improved upon 
in the following year,  although 86 books should now be published 
annually i n  order t o  keep pace wi th  the  increase in schools. 

Distribution and sa l e s  

The Soviet au tho r i t i e s  claim that the number o f  books i n  the public 
l ibraries of Central A s i a  has r i s en  from a mere l.39,000 i n  1913 t o  
nine million in 1953. Altogether 7,600 l i b r a r i e s  were open t o  the 
public l a s t  year. The l a rges t  of the  Kazakh l i b r a r i e s ,  the  fishkin 
Library i n  Alma-Ata, has 1,365,000 volumes in 61 languages of the  
soviet Union ;;I:& i n  25 european l w u a g e s  on i t s  shelves,  including 
227,000 volumes on the  h is tory ,  ethnography and ecanomy of t he  republic. 
There are  besides (or were i n  September 1953) 930 republican l i b r a r i e s  
administered in accordance with a f ixed annual budget3 368 k o l l d ~ o ~  
libraries and 268 l i b r a r i e s  by t rades unions. A t  ra ion l eve l  
these might contain anything f rom 5,000 t o  10,000 volumes, a t  v i l l a g e  
level, an average of 1,860 volumes. The kolkhaz l i b r a r i e s  a r e  

inadequate f o r  the needs of the republic,  par t icular ly as a 
~ ~ n g l e  me often has t o  geme t h e e  o r  four kolkhoz e s t a t e s  scat tered 
O v e r  a wide area. Another obvious deficiency is  in school l i b r a r i e s ,  
for 4,000 Xazakh s c h o d s  have no books whatsoever, 1,300 have l e s s  than 
509 and 970 have between 50 and I00 only. 

The Chernyshevski S ta te  Public Library i n  Frunze, which celebr- 
ated its f l f teenth anniversary l a s t  Novembe:, has b u i l t  up i t s  s tock6 

a mere 1 5,000 volumes t o  the  present IF m. copies of books , 
atid periodicals, The number of i ts  subscribers has r i s en  

fim 2!4-20 in 1940 t o  9,000 i n  1953, and i t s  card-index l ists 25,000 
Ur@e on top ic s  of regional i n t e r e s t .  Since the law requires 

that copies of a l l  books and magazines ~ u b l i s h e d  i n  the Union sha l l  be 
depoa i td  on it. shelves, the prospects fo r  i ts  expansion a re  unlimited* 
"'dzia has al together  1,206 l i b r a r i e s  stocked w i t h  what is known 

l i t e r a tu re .  Here the main t a d  of t he  personnel is t o  assist 
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the  loca l  B r t y  organizations i n  publicizing current pol i t ica l  decisioy 
such a s  those adopted by the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
a t  i ts  plenum l a s t  September. Not all such l i b r a r i e s  are permanently 
open. Some indeed a r e  closed f o r  long periods i n  the year, and the 
attendance a t  others,  the  Tien Shan oblast  l i b r a r y  for  example, i s  
extremely poor. On the other hand the more ac t ive  of these institut- 
ions, such a s  the  F'runze oblast l i b ra ry ,  in terpre t  the injunction to 
nbring culture t o  the peoplen i n  the most l i t e r a l  sense, taklng books, 
posters  and commemorative stands in honour of outstanding political or 
l i t e r a r y  events (for  instance the  s i x t i e t h  anniversary of Mayakovski's 
b i r t h )  out in to  the f i e l d s  i n  vehicles  special ly equipped for the 
purpose, Not long ago kolkhoz workers i n  the Kaganovich, Stalin, 
Aanf i l o v  and Kalinin raions were, r a the r  surpris ingly given lectures 
and an exhibition on Chernyshevaki's l i f e  and work, while the chabans 
on t h e  high pastures of Susamyr heard i l l u s t r a t e d  t a lks  on agriculture 
and Party history3 the l i t l - a r y  is even in t repid  enough t o  t rea t  so 
apparently abstruse a subject a s  the applicat ion t o  agriculture of a tx i~c  
energy. 

Uzbekistan i s  fortunate i n  possessing the Navoi Tashkent Library. 
This i s  even be t t e r  equipped than the  fishkin Library i n  Alma-Ata, 
though i t s  s t a f f  have been mildly c r i t i c i zed  for  f a i l ing  t o  encourage the 
public t o  read the c l a s s i c s  of hkrxlsm-Leninism, and for  issuing books 
i n  a %oullessn manner. Uzbekistan a s  a whole has 5,000 l ibraries ,  
946 on kolkhoz estates .  Some of them have gr- a t  a remarkable rate: 
the Pushkin Library i n  Samarkand began i n  1911 with a modest collection 
of 800 volumes j by 1 937 it  had accumulated 82,000 and it is  now one of 
the la rges t  l i b r a r i e s  i n  the republic. 

In  Tadzhikistan a new building fo r  the Stalinabad Public Library 
has jus t  been completed. Rural l i b r a r i e s  a r e  much l e s s  well s erved 
than t h e i r  urban counterparts, la rge ly  because t h e i r  s t a f f s  are lef t  
more or l e s s  t o  t h e i r  awn devices and tend i n  consequence t o  &raw slack; 
they f a i l  t o  organize c i r c l e s  f o r  reading aloud and discussing popular 
works, or  t o  see that reading matter penetrates t o  the remoter Villagesm 
The amalgamation of the col lec t ive  farms has a l so  reduced the number of 
rural l i b r a r i e s  and the s i z e  of the reading public, because available 
s ~ o c k s  of books are nm? concentrated in the aaministrative centres of the 
enlarged kolkhozes instead of being scat tered aver the various farms as 
heretofore. Thus many regular subscribers now find t h e i r  local 
l i b ra ry  too f a r  from home t o  trouble t o  use it. 

Reports from Turkmenistan shm tha t  early i n  1953 e f fo r t s  were 
sti l l  being made t o  s tock l i b r a r i e s  i n  the Itkin Turben Canal Zone with 
technical l i t e ra tu re .  Takhia-Tash was t o  receive 40,000 books, 
~z~ 12,000, Sultan Uiz-Dag on the  r ight  bank of the Am-DarYa, 
8,000 and a l ib ra ry  i n  the Chapev d i s t r i c t ,  10,000, Since April 
1953, hmever, there has been no mention of the progress made in buildinB 
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up these l ibrar ies .  

Accounts reviewing the growth in Central A s i a  of a network of 
independent bookshops and of d i s t r i b u t i n g  agencies at tached t o  schools, 
consumer cooperatives and so on a r e  i n  the  main favourable. I n  

Tadahikistan new bookshops i n  Regar and Ordzhonikidzeabad and several  
new s t a l l s  i n  Stalinabad and Leninabad were opened last year;  and a 

chain of shops i s  t o  be opened i n  Koktash, Shakhrinau, Mikoyanabad, 
Shaartuz, Kuibyshevsk and firovabad. f& me more books were sold 
i n  the republic i n  the f i r s t  quarter  of 1953 that i n  the corresp- 
onding period of 1952. Reports from Turkmenistan d isc lose  a l e s s  
satisfactory s t a t e  of a f f a i r s .  The o i l -p rduc ing  town of Kum-Dag i s  
expanding f a s t  but it s t i l l  does not possess a s ing le  bookshop, and 
as i t s  so l i ta ry  bookstall  cannot aupply textbooks or  modern f i c t i o n  the 
oilmen are obliged t o  go t o  the  neighbowing tawn of Nebit-Dag for  any 

reading matter more ser ious than "Krokodil" and "Ogonyek ". To 
remedy the shortage of qual i f ied shop-managers and s a l e s  and advert is ing 
Personnel i n  the republic ,  it has been suggested t h a t  six t 6  twelve 
mnth training courses s ta f fed  by teachers  from other republican c a p i t a l s  
should be in s t i t u t ed  in Aehkhabad, financed by spec ia l ly  a l loca ted  funds J 
acc~mmodation should be provided for  s tudents  coming from outside the  
town9 as Ashkhabad has suffered &om over-crowding ever since the  
earthquake. 

Uzbekistan, which i s  cu l tu ra l ly  i n  advance of the  other Central 
Asian republics, pl- t o  open bookshops i n  a l l  i t s  ra ion  centres during 
the period 1956-55 and t o  double i ts  s a l e s  next year i n  c 0 m ~ i s o n  with 
l953. However, the poor se lec t ion  and shortage of new books in the  
rural areas give p o d s  for d i ssa t i s fac t ion :  i n  the Kamashin ra ion  

the kshka-Darya oblast ,  for  example, no books publisl~ed l a t e r  than 
I950 can be found. Again, althou& the Knigotorq warehouse i n  this 
 blast i s  well stocked, s a l e s  i n  the  k i s u a k s  a r e  dwindling because 
few new books get beyond the ra ion  d is t r ibu tors .  This is the  f a u l t  
Of the managers of v i l l age  cooperatives and t rading organizations, 

 splay a ph i l i s t i ne  persis tence i n  regarding books only a s  so 
much merchandise which do not b r i w  i n  subs tan t ia l  p rof i t s .  A s  a 
reaiLt they do not frouble t o  display them on t h e i r  counters or  t o  
Promote thOir sa l e ,  except insofar  a s  they must do SO i n  order t o  f u l f i l  
the targets s e t  under t he  S t a t e  Nan. I n  the Kuvin ra i0n  IQnagers of 
COOPeratives do n& even attempt t o  s e l l  more than about a th i rd  of the 
literature they receive; t he  r e s t  of the stock they merely stow under 
the counter, wri t ing off as v d u e l e s s  whatever remains unsold a t  the  
end the year, even though that  m y  include works by Tolstoi ,  Uspensk 
and Korolenko. Much the same th ing  has happened i n  Sokh and Kuvasai* 
In spite of a l l  t h i s  the Uzbek w i n  B\,ok Distr ibut ion Agency 



~ l J K 1 a v h i g t o r ~  reported i n  January t h a t  the t o t a l  value of i t s  sales 
was s i x  mil l ion rubles. Quite a subs tan t ia l  proportion of the sales 
i s  accounted f o r  by i t i n e r a n t  peddlers of the  old higonosha type,who 
go out  i n t o  the  countryside ju s t  as in pre-revolutionary days, with 
t h e i r  stocks of cheap l i t e r a t u r e  for t he  peasants. Last year the 
republ ic ' s  f o r b ~ f i v e  knigonoshi disposed of books t o  the value of a 
quarter  of a mi l l i on  rubles. 

Sales of books i n  Kazakhstan a r e  encouraging. It was olaimed 
in A p r i l  1953 t h a t  the number of bookselling agencies i n  the republic 
had by then r i s e n  from 49 Bhops i n  1 949 t o  I 90  shops and 116 s t d l s .  
In 1952, nine times as many books were sold a s  i n  29&0, sa les  in the 
v i l l ages  and au l s  accounting f o r  over a t h i r d &  the  t o t a l  d u e  of 
t r ade  which was 83 m. rubles,  According t o  unconfirmed plans far 
1953, 59 new bookshops were t o  be opened i n  the course of the year in 
t he  various raion cent res ,  SO f a r  however not  a s ingle  bookshop o r  
stall e x i s t s  along the  whole of the new Mointy-Chu railway l ine,  and no 
books i n  bzakh a r e  obtainable i n  t he  f i sh ing  v i l l ages  along hk 
Balkhash. Even indus t r i a l  towns a re  sometimes ill -served : Leninogdbrsk, 
hraganda  and the Novaya Tikhonovka settlement have all camplained of a 
dear th  of chi ldren 's  books. Moreover, i n  Kazakhstan a s  elsewhere, 
t he  reading public i s  at times subject t o  the vagaries of an errat ic  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  system: boo@ an cotton and r i c e  cu l t iva t ion  end up in 
North Kazakhstan, where ne i ther  crop i s  gr::,vjn ; Rus sian-populated districts 
receive books i n  Kazalch, i n d u s t r i a l l i t e r a t u r e  i s  misdirected t o  
ag r i cu l tu ra l  regions and vice versa j  and Semipalatinsk, devoid of 
coalmines, once was provided with technical  t r e a t i s e s  on the use of 
pit-props, A t  times the  d i s t r i b u t i n g  agencies display a misplaced 
m, a s  when, heartened by an order of Timiryazevvs works on plant 
biology From two readers  i n  Dzhezkaegan, the  KazakMdzhtorg 
en thus ias t ica l ly  dispatched 114 addi t iona l  copies t o  i t s  loca l  book- 
shop3 a t  other  times, they seem inexplicably l ax ,  a s  i n  the* faflure 
t o  ~ u g p l y  the indus t r i a l  centres  of Chimkent, ~e€-Kamenogorb, 
E h l k h A  and Tumr-'J!au with manuals an coal, m e t a l l u r ~ ,  hydro-elect- 
r i c i  t y  and copper-smelting, 

A VeIy r e a l  pro'trlem i s  where t o  accommodate the stock3 r a p i d u  
accumulating in the base warehouses, and haw t o  prevent t h e i r  deter- 
i o r a t ion  i n  poor cl imatic  conditions. ~ a k h l d z h t o r g  alone ha0 
some ten  mil l ion rubles '  worth of surplus otcjck, and i t s  warehouses 
a r e  shocldngly o v e r c r d e d .  Bookshop premises a r e  a l so  often far fra 
idea l .  h ru ra l  a reas  of the Kustanai oblas t  they are said t o  be 
d i s ~ a c e f u l y  i n  the Turgai ra ion  the bookstore is  an  old shed w i t h  a 
leaky roof, and i n  the Peskov raion i ts  d i m e n s i m ~  a re  eight  metres by 
t e n  and it i s  s i tua ted  on the extreme ou t sk i r t s  of the vi l lage.  Sn 
case3 rural cooperatives de l ibera te ly  r e f r a in  *om buying books because 
they have nuwhere t o  house them. 



GENERAL 

In Grg iz i a ,  a surpr i se  inspection ca r r i ed  out by a group of press 
correspondents and social  workers on the  Wmze Knigotorg revealed many 
of the same d i f f i c u l t i e s  and fa i l ings .  I n  contrast  t o  the model 
bookshop a t  Tobak, where the  high cu l tu ra l  l e v e l  of the salesmen has 
done much t o  promote sa l e s  by progessive and even aggressive means, the  
No. 1. Bookshop of Frunze presents  a lamentable picture.  I t s  stock 
is jumbled together i n  the most haphazard way, the premises a r e  ill-lit, 
the shelves, i n  contravention of S t a t e  regulat ions,  reach up t o  t he  
ceiling; few books on soc i a l  and economic subjects  a r e  kept,  t he  supply 
of technical l i t e r a t u r e  and chi ldren ' s  books i s  insuf f ic ien t  t o  meet 
local needs and not s ing le  s e t  of Karl Marx's works is t o  be seen. 

Wilings i n  the book t rade,  a r e  ascr ibed by the manager of the  
republic's book supply base t o  t he  lack  of cooperation on the par t  of 
the managers of the consummers co-operatives. However, it  seems t h a t  
the co-operative s to re s  a r e  themselves werstocked and i t  is  obvious 

improvements and par t icu lar ly  b e t t e r  advert is ing a r e  needed through- 
JUC the whole boobse l l i ng  network. 

Sources : 

Central Asian Press  
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IRRIGATION AND SETTLEMENT I N  THE FERGANA VALZ,FY 

Land reclamation has been, and i s  being ca r r i ed  out on a large scale 
i n  Uzbekistan where the i r r i g a t i o n  system already comprises about forty 
per cent of the i r r i g a t e d  surface of t he  whole Saviet Union. In  1955 
alone, 650 m. rub les  n i l 1  be allowed t o  i r r i g a t i o n  works i n  the republic, 
and it i s  intended that during the  p e r i d  1952-58 the area under 
cu l t i va t ion  should be increased by 600,000 hectares;  of these 142,000 
w i l l  be i n  the  Fergana Valley. 

I n  addi t ion  t o  expanding t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  system, it i s  planned 
t o  re-organize the ex is t ing  i r r i g a t i o n  network i n  l i n e  with the 
amalgamation of the kolkhozes. T h i s  work e n t a i l s  a complete re- 
planning of the  ex is t ing  f i e l d s ,  l o c a l  i r r i g a t i o n  canals and 
i r r i g a t i o n  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  s ince under the  new system, permanent local 
c m d s  w i l l  be replaced by temporary ones which w i l l  be f i l l e d  from 
per~~lament main feeder canals. According t o  t he  report  of the central 
Committee of the  Communist Party of Uzbekistan a t  i t s  Ninth Congress, 
t he  improved i r r i g a t i o n  technique w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a ten  t o  f i f teen  per 
cent  r i s e  i n  eff ic iency,  and it i s  planned by 1955 t o  have completed 
the  i r r i g a t i o n  of a t l e a s t  ha l f  the  kolkhozes of the  republic. 

manning i s  one thing,  achievement another, f o r  between 1950-53 a 
440,000 of the proposed 1 .,I 50,000 hectares  were converted t o  the new 
b r i g a t i o n  system, a s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  t h a t  brought censure of the Uzbek 
f i n i s t l y  of Wate:ways, Cotton-growing and A p i c u l t u r e  f'rom t h e  regional 
Press. The Ministry was accused of f a i l u r e  t o  make the best use of 
mechanized e q u i p n t  and man-power, and of bad organization among the 
kolkho~es.  The 1953 quota was barely half achieved and Pravda Vostolra 
of 31 st  December 1953 c r i t i c i z e d  the planning organization for n f ~ ~ i m n ~  
lack  of foresight ,  and fo r  f a i l i n g  t o  take fill advantage of technical 
progress. 

The Ferpana Valley 

The Fergana Valley, the  l a r g e s t  i n  Central Asia, (300 km. from east 
t o  west 150 h~ from north t o  south) i s  one of the most important cottoo 
and silk-producing areas  of the Soviet Unianj i t  i s  noted also for rice 
and f r u i t  €Tawing. O i l ,  mining, e n ~ i n e e r i n ~ ; ,  chemicals and text i les  
a r e  among i t s  industr ies .  With its f e r t i l e  s o i l ,  warm climate, and 
W ImJntain r i v e r s  it i s  ap t ly  named "the pearl  of Central ~ s i a " .  
One th i rd  of the population of Uzbekistan l i v e  within i t s  confines. The 

i r r i g a t  ion sys tern i s  dependent on the Syr-%rya and i t s  headwaters, the 
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Naryn and Kara-Darya, all of which flow roughly east-west i n  the eas te rn  
and northern parts of the Valley. The i r r i g a t i o n  system, and progress 
i n  reconstruction and settlement a r e  gone i n t o  i n  some d e t a i l  below. The 
responsibility for  j.rrj gatian work l i e s  with the  Ferganavodstroi Trust,  
of the Ministry of Waterways of the  Uzbek SSR, 

The Great Fergana Canal 

The Great Fergana Canal, on which i s  based the  i r r i g a t i o n  system of 
the Fergana Valley a s  a whole, i s  fed by the  N a r y - n  and Kara-Days 
rivers and runs the length of the  Valley from north-east t o  s outh-west. 
It was constructed i n  1939 by mass manual labour and i n  1940 was extended 
by 60 km to  enter the Tadzhik SSR. It i s  now 330 lun long, 25- 
30 metres wide, 4 metres deep, and i r r i g a t e s  some 670,000 hectares,  A 
large number of hydro-electri c a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  and over one thousand 
locks, sluices and other waterworks are i n  operation along i t s  banks; 
i t  i s  crossed by eighty br iges ,  of which six carry railways. Under 
the provisions of the current Five-Year Plan the  canal i s  being widened 
and i t s  machinery modernieedj the d i r ec to r  of the  Ferganavodstroi , 
Gladei has s t a t ed  t h a t ,  throuzl~ the canal ,  the  N a r y n  alone w i l l  u l t i m -  
ately supply enough water t o  i r r i g a t e  the whole of Central Fergana. 
Reconstruction work i n  1953 resu l ted  i n  an increased c i rcu la t ion  of 
water in  comparison with 1952. 

The North Fergana and Akhunbahev Canals and the  Syr-Darya 

The North Fergana C-1, which passes t o  the north of the s i t e  
the ancient capi ta l  of F e r m ,  Aksu, destroyed by earthquake i n  

1620, was bui l t  i n  1940 and now i r r i g a t e s  some 60,000 hectares  i n  the 
N m g a n  area. The Bkhunbabaev Canal, running west from the v i l l age  

Dzhamatai ( ~ r a n s - ~ a r ~ ~  raion)  drains  the  marshlands on the south bank 
Of the SF-Darya and, when reconstructed, i s  expected t o  make avai laule  
17,000 hectares for  cul t ivat ion.   hat part  of the  Syr-Darya basin t o  
include Dzhamatai, Damkul , ~ a r a - ~ a l p a k  (or Fergana ~ e s e r t  ) , and m e k h a n ,  
as far east a s  Nai-, is i r r i ga t ed  by a system based on the r i v e r  i t s e l f ;  
rice and cotton f ie lds  are i n  cu l t iva t ion  on both ha& aid a r e  spreading 
sOuthwards t~ar f i s  theyae-ya- steppe (central  ~ e r ~ a n a ) ,  Reservoirs 
are to be b u i l t ,  and a r t e s i an  wells  sunk, i n  the  Fergana Desert ,  and kY 
1955-56 it i s  expected t k t  a flirther 302,000 hectares w i l l  be reclaimed 
there, 

The South firgana C a n a l  

The south and south-eastern par t s  of the  Valley (i.e. Fergana tm, 
the &gelm and A n d i s h  d i s t r i c t s )  a r e  i r r i g a t e d  by the South Fergana 
CM.l .krd by the Margelan and S W m a r d a n  r ive r s ,  and cu l t i va t ion  is 
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s g e a d i n g  northwards i n t o  the  Yaz-Yavan steppe. S e t t l e r s  f i r s t  entered 
the steppe in 1948 and about 1,000 hectares  (the Gigant kolkhoz) are 
now under r i c e ,  cotton and a l f a l f a .  There i s  road communication 
between the  Gigant and Dzhamatai and the Gulbakh sovkhoz further north. 

West and north-west Fergana 

To the  west of t he  Fergana Valley i n t o  Tadzhikistan l i e  the 
dese r t  areas  of Kairak-Kum i n  which i t  i s  intended t o  create  an artificial 
lake by building a dam a t  Kairak-Kum i t s e l f .  This project together 
wi th  a hydro-electric s t a t i o n  a t  t he  Leninabad Gorge i n  Tadzhikistan 
w i l l  be ca r r i ed  out j o in t ly  by the  Uzbek, Tadzhik and Kazakh Governments, 
t o  t h e i r  mutual benefi t .  No f igures  by which the amount of land thus 
reclaimed, can be judged, a r e  a t  present available.  North of 
Namangan on t h e  Kassan r i v e r  a t  Urta-Tokai a reservoi r  of 100 m. cubic 
metres capacity has been constructed wi th  a considerable resultant 
i nc reme  i n  the  productivity of the  Tyurya-Kurgan d i s t r i c t .  

Mechanization and construction 

Although it would appear t h a t  a f a i r  amount of progress has been 
made, the  Fermnavodstroi Trust was publicly c r i t i c i z e d  during 1953 
for  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  make adequate plans f o r  the most e f fec t ive  use of 
mechanized e q u i p n t  and s k i l l e d  labour, Commenting on the large 
consignments of i r r i g a t i o n  machinery del ivered t o  the ~redazgidrostroi  
during the summer, Pravda Vostoka of 3 l s t  December 1953 complained that 
often only t e n  out of :wenteen ava i lab le  excavators a t  the Akh~babai 
E S  (&chine Excavator s t a t i o n )  were i n  use, Furthermore the machin- 
ery provided was not always su i ted  t o  the particular job i n  hand and 
t he re  was a perpetual shortage of spare par t s .  To remedy the situation 
Soviet technicians have recommended the formation of a bureau t o  deal 
with problems a r i s ing  from the use of machinery f o r  excavation i n  the 
d i f f e r ing  l o c a l i t i e s  of Uzbekistan, but t he re  i s  a s  ye t  no indication 
of h m w e l l ,  i f  a t a l l ,  t h i e b u r e a u i s f u n c t i o n i n g .  Again,during 
1953 research work a t  the Sreda%gidrovadkhlopak I n s i t i t u t e  was often 
behind schedule, thus delaying f i e l d  operations,  while Party and Gov- 
erntmnt organizations i n  the Ferg-, Andizhan and Namangan oblasts had 
i n  various ways f a i l ed  t o  cooperate fully with the  ~ e r ~ a n a v o d s t r o i  
Trust. For example, the a l loca t ion  of s i t e s  for  new settlements 
was often delayed with the  r e s u l t  t ha t  the housing construction and 
municipal s e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d u p .  Althoughampleman-power i s a v a i l -  
ab le  in these three oblasts ,  ag r i cu l tu ra l  development i s  s t i l l  behind 
schedule, despi te  the formation of a consul tat ive bureau by the uzbek 
mq of Sciences which i s  devoting considerable study t o  all the 
s c i e n t i f i c  aspects of the problem. 
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Settlement i n  Central Fergana 

The new i r r iga t ion  network, i t  i s  claimed, w i l l  completely transforr; 
the deserts and s m p s  of Central Fergana. Cotton f i e l d s  a r e  already 
advancing in to  the area from both north and south. In  1952, Dzhamatai 
was created the administrative centre  of the new Trans-Darya raion and 
Yaz-Yavan i s  the centre of t he  new ra ion  i n  the  south of the area. 

Peasant families i n  l a rge  numbers a r e  now s e t t l i n g  i n  the newly 
irrigated areas of Central Fergana. They a r e  granted long-term 
subsidies by the Government of the  Uzbek SSR and under the present 
scheme it i s  expected t'mt 134 new kolkhozes w i l l  be established, 
bringing some 600,000 hectares  under cul t ivat ion.  According t o  the 
resolution p s s e d  by the Central Co~nmittee of the  Uzbek Communist 
Party and pub1 ished i n  Komsomol skaya Pravda of 1 2t h February 1 9 54, 40,000 
peasant families w i l l  be moved within Uzbekistan during the period 
1954-58; many of thcse, it can be assumed, w i l l  be s e t t l e d  i n  Central 
Fergana. The Ferganavodstroi has already establ ished construction 
offices a t  Andizhan, Margelan, Yaz-Yavan and Dzhamatai, and fac tor ies  
f o r  the production of furn i ture  , building mater ials  , ag r i cu l tu ra l  
machinery and so for th  a r e  t o  be bu i l t .  A t  Yas-Yavan, where t h e  
f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  arr ived s i x  years ago, an mS has been established where 
new equipment i s  continuously received. During the surmner of 1 953, 
lorries, engines, building mater ials  and pre-fabricated houses were 
delivered t o  the Fergamvodstroi, and many new settlements for t he irri- 
gation workers a r e  t o  be bu i l t .  

There have been complaints, however, i n  Pravda Vostoka about the 
~ l o w n e s s i n t h e a ~ : ; i m i l a t i ~ n o f t h e n e w l a n d s .  T h i s i s p u t d m  
to the lack of proper organization of labour reserved a i d  t o  t he  need 
f o r  firmer discipl ine i n  the kolkhozes; machinerj i s  not f u l l y  used 
Or i s  found not su i tab le  fo r  the work; there  i s  a shortage of 
a r t i f ic ia l  f e r t i l i ze r s ,  

To help solve problems a r i s i n g  from the assimilat ion of the new 
lands, tile S ta l in  kolkhoz i s  t o  be trarlsformed i n t o  a model co l l ec t ive  
f a r m f o r t h i s  pa r t i cu l a ra rea .  manners,  s c i e n t i s t s  and experts 
ln the v;rious f i e ld s  of agr icu l ture  a r e  t o  come t o  study loca l  
conditions. fithough i,rogress has so  f a r  been slaw, these s c i e n t i s t s  

the Uzbek Acaden(y of Sciences plan t o  use the  foremost i r r i g a t i o n  * soi l  amelioration metho ;s; the cot ton crop i s  expected t o  average 
t o  forty centners per hectare. The experience gained a t  the 
kolkhoz w i l l  be brou&t t o  the assistnilce of a l l  the new kolkhozes 

Of Central Fergnna and i t  i n  hoped tha t  cotton and a l f a l f a  f i e ld s  w i l l  
"On cover tile whole area. 



Sources 

1. Uzbekistan. Academy of Sciences of Uzbek SSR. Tashkent, 
1950 

2. Soviet Encyclopaedia, 1 952 

3. Pravda Vostoka, 1953-54 

4. Kyzyl Ozbekistan 

5. Vokrug Sveta, 1953 

6. Komsomolskaya Pravda, 1954 







comIUNICAT IONS 

BROADCAST SERVICES 

Systematic broadcasting i n  the USSR began i n  1924, th ree  years a f t e r  
England and America and a year l a t e r  than Germany. The f i r s t  r a d i o  
station i n  Central Asia was b u i l t  by Russian technicians i n  Tashkent 
i n  1921, since when broadcast coverage has been extended with varying 
completeness over all the republics  of Central Asia. Progress has 
been particularly rapid i n  the years of the post-war Eve-Year Plans, 
but complete coverage is s t i l l  f a r  from real izat ion.  

The present system uses both re-broadcast and re-diffusion 
techniques. In the former, programmes a r e  received e i t h e r  by land- 
line or radio from a main s t a t i on  and then re-radiated for  reception 
on normal radio receivers.  I n  re-diffusion, however, the  programmes 
are received as  before, but a r e  d i s t r i bu ted  t o  the subscfibers by wire, 
requiring only a loudspeaker m headphones f o r  reception. Both these 

functions are performed oblast  and raion radio uzels  (radio exchanges), 
some of mhich a l so  or ig ina te  their own programmes. In kolkhozes 
raaio translyatsionniie tocl* (relay u n i t s )  fur ther  amplify and d i s t r i -  -- 
bute the programmes t o  t ~ l e  homes of individual  kolkhoznika 

In Uzbekistan much has been done i n  recent years t o  extend 
broadcast coverage, Since 1940 the service area has been quadrupled 
and the s tat ion capacity increased elevenfold. Three quarters  of 
the agricultural a r t e l s  of the  republic a r e  now served. 

Fik,ures quoted for  1952 show tha t  the number of re-diffusion 
receiving se t s  i. e, loudspeakers and headph'ones was increased 
27,365 and the number of rad io  receivers  by 5,011. A number of 
stations dis t r ibut ing programmes t o  whole groups of kolkhozes have 
been set up. Branoh of f ices  ed i t i ng  loca l  programmes have been 
established i n  all oblast  centres.  A considerable f i l l i p  has been 
given to the exteniion of broadcast coverage by a f i f t y  Per c e n t  
reduction of l icence fees  from 1 s t  Apri l  1953. 

Potentialities and r e a l i t i t e s  

Despite the obvious advance made i n  recent years i n  extending 
broadcast services i n  the r e w b l i c ,  Uzbekistan s t i l l  lags  behind the 
Other republics of the  Soviet Union i n  the  number of i ts  distributi1:r~; 
stations, 

In order that the re-diffusion network may spread t o  a l l  the 
thblted =a, and kolkhozea of the republic i n  the next few Years, 
It is estimated tha t  some 300,000 re lay  uni t s  must be in s t a l l ed ,  and 
at least the same number of receiving s t a t i ons  provided. A three- 



fo ld  increase i n  the  landl ine  network is a l s o  required. 

The immediate t a s k s  were s t a t ed  by Comrade B. Komarov, chief of the 
d i r ec to ra t e  of the  rad io  r e l ay  network, and Comrade K, Berger, chief 
engineer of the network, in a newspaper a r t i c l e  several month ago. These 
t a sks  a r e  the establishment of r e l ay  units i n  all kolkhozes which have 
t h e i r  awn e l e c t r i c  puwer-stations~ the r epa i r  of all those relay units 
which, owing t o  some technical  f a u l t ,  have been l e f t  unusedj the proper 
employment and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of ava i lab le  technicians; and finally, the 
full u t i l i z a t i o n  of ex i s t i ng  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  which would permit the serging 
of subscribers wi th in  a radius of 20-25 km. of each, and would result 
i n  the  addi t ion of 100,000 new l i s t e n e r e  t o  the network. 

These prac t ica l  suggestions a r e  i n  sharp contrast  t o  the actual 
plans f o r  1954, which have received a good deal  of c r i t i c a l  comment 
i n  the  l o c a l  press. It i s  pointed out t h a t  these plans have not been 
CO-ordinated with the ex is t ing  and projected e l ec t r i f i ca t ion  of the 
republic ,  and t h a t  the consequent s e l eo t ion  of unsuitable equipment results 
i n  an unnecessary expenditure of kolkhoz funds. Proper co-ordination of 
plan6 would r e s u l t  i n  a reduct ion of 35-40 per cent i n  capi tal  expenditure. 

The papers Further point out t h a t  i n  the projected plans for  the reconstp 
uction and enlargement of  kolkhozes and settlements no provision i s  made 
fo r  appropriate buildings t o  house technical  e q u i p n t ,  studios, control 
roam, workshop and so on. This has frequently resu l ted  in r e l w  uni ts  
being s e t  up i n  circumstances where t h e i r  eff ic iency is  considerably 
impaired. 

Production of radio receivers 

Although the I953 t a rge t  f o r  the  extension of broadcast caverage 
been doubled, the production of rad io  rece ivers  has not,  judging from 

press  reports ,  kept pace with t h i s  development. The 1954 target for 
t h e  production of receivers  f o r  t h e  whole of the 3oviet Union is 2,861,040w 
It is f e l t ,  huwever, t h a t  as only a small f r ac t ion  of t h i s  number is l,!kcly 
t o  reach Uabekistan, it i s  imperative t o  manufacture both radio and re- 
d f f h i o n  rece ivers  i n  the republic. A p a r t  frm ass is t ing  the extension 

coverage, t h i s  w d d  a l s o  reduce expeneesw The Kinap Works and the 
Tashkerlt Radio Factory have both been put forward a s  su i tab le  for mas 
production since they have the neces saq  e q u i p e n t  and reeouroee. 

A t  wesen t ,  the R o d i n a ,  a portable ba t te ry  s e t ,  i s  being produced 
in the republic. This s e l l s  readi ly ,  especial ly  t o  people l iving in 
rural districts, but the b a t t e r i e s  for  i t  are hard t o  get. In  the 
of one paper, "a sp1endi.d s e t  i s  thus turned i n t o  a mere: ~ h m  pieceww 
I n  the %p raion, for  instance, there  a r e  200 s e t s  of the Rodina47-l 
but for  the whole year only 15 s e t s  of ba t t e r i e s  were received. 
Similar ly i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  get valvee for  the Rodina 52, a l a g e r  I' 
improved version of the Rodina 47. I n  Bukhara and Kagan, no 



dii'.L?ixion receivers a r e  ava i lab le  e i t h e r  i n  the   cons^,-rs Cooperative 

stores or i n  any other t rading organization, a1 though several  thousand 
sets are required i n  t he  Bukhara oblast  alone. 

On 16th June 1953 the  Council of Ministers of the Uzbek SSR 
passed a resolution f o r  t he  production of 50,000 re-diffusion 
receivers and 400,000 insulators .  On 9th Nljvember , Gosplan announced 
that these items had been included i n  t h e i r  production plan, .but a 
month l a t e r  the responsible au thor i ty  s t a t ed  t h a t  the plan could not 
be put into e f fec t  . No r easons f o r  t h i s  were given. 

Regional acl~ievements and f a i l i n g s  

Achievements i n  d i f f e r en t  oblast  s vary considerably, good r e s u l t s  
i n  some being o f f se t  by f a i l u r e s  i n  others,  while within the  oblas t s  
different kolkhozes exhibi t  widely varying degrees pf coverage. The 
oblast of Bukhara i s  mentioned as being the best served; it exceeded 
the target for  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of r e l ay  units by 128.5 per cent i n  
1952 and by 21 2.7 per cent i n  the  f i r s t  half of 1953 J the ta rge t  f o r  
the extension OF coverage t o  k0lkh-e~ was exceeded threefold. For 
a l l  t h i s  it was awarded t h e  f in i s t ry  of Co~llmunications' Red Banner and 
has so fa r  retained t h i s  for  nine months. In  Denau a l so  the r e s u l t s  
were good. In  1953 i n  the  tawn of Denau and the kolkhozes of the 
raion, 280 re-diffusion receivers  were ins ta l led .  A t  present the 

kolkhoz i s  being wired, and on completion 150 homes w i l l  be 
connectedto the system, The plan for  the ex tens ionof  senr iceswas  
also exceeded i n  the  a s k - D a r y a  and Tashkent oblasts.  

The ten-month plan for  the extension of coverage, however, has 
Only been f l r l f i l l ed  by 61 per cent i n  Khorezm, by 64 Per cent i n  
Surkhan-Darya, by 92 per cent i n  Kara-Kalpakia, and by 95 Per cent in 
8a rkand .  Even i n  Tashkent, r epo r t s  of misrnarlagement and shortcom- 
inga are not uncommon; Comrades Sidorenko and Martinov i n  a recent 
l e t t e r  to  the ed i to r  of &avda Vostoka gave some indicat ion of 

i n  what i s  considered t o  be one of the  more sa t i s fac tory  
areas, 

"Some time agott, they wr i te ,  "we applied t o  the re-diffusion 
networkb headquarters t o  have a i~ouse, No. 5 Brussels St ,  wired. 
A wetk sent by, and a f t e r  a r d n d e r  we received a reply t o  the 
effect tha t  there were only two radio technicians t o  the whole of 
Tashkent and we should have t o  wait  our turn. A t  length, a month 
af te r  sending i n  the request,  a technician came and an 
estimate. We paid the  subscription fo r  January, but Jarluary 
come and gone and Feb-IY too, but s t i l l  we have not been l inked 
UP". 

In Tasllkent a s  well a s  I n  other oblasts  there seems t o  be a shortage 



of e s sen t i a l  spares w i t h  t he  r e s u l t  t ha t  over 5,000 s e t s  a re  out of action, 

The extension of broadcast s e ~ c e s  t o  kolkhozes has also been 
unsatisfactory. The ten-month plan has only been f u l f i l l e d  to  the 
extent  of 85.5 per cent in the  republic  a s  a whole &id, i n  the individual 
ob las t s  of Surkhan-Darya and Khorezm, t o  t h e  extent of 25.5 and 37.5 
respectively. mt i f  i n  most k o l b z e ~  the  saheme l ags  behind schedule, 
there a r e  same where r e s u l t s  a r e  good. In the S t a l i n  kolkhoz of the 
Tashlak ra ion  of the  Fergana oblast ,  800 homes of kollchomiks were 
l inked up with tlie network. I n  the Bukhara oblas t ,  the  following 
kolkhozes a r e  now ef fec t ive ly  served:- The S t a l i n  kolkhoz of the 
Sixif--ihn raion,  the Molotov kolkhoz of the Gizhduvan raion, the Uzyl- 
Oktyabr kolkhoz of the Kerminin raion,  the  Leningrad kolkhoz of the 
lJam3llgan raion,  and others .  Even so,  the network covers only one 
s i x t h  of the kolkhazes of the republic.  A t  present there is  the ~06s-  
i g i l i t y  of extending the  network t o  the whole of the Gulistan, Verkhne- 
VoSlnsk 2nd Ordzhonikidze raions. 

Considerable a t t en t ion  i s  being devoted t o  the Serving of remote 
kolkhozes and kishlaks which have no power-stations o i  ' i i i e~r  own. 
I n  this respect much has bemdone in kolkhozes of Kara-Kdplda, 
Khorem and other ob las t s  by es tab l i sh ing  kolkhoz relay-units of the 
Kru-2 type feeding 50-60 subscr ibers9  s e t s ,  These ins ta l la t ions  are - 
powered by wind-driven generators type VE-2 which m i l l  work with wind 
speed6 a s  law a s  three  metres per second. Jud&ing frm reports this 
system works qui te  admirably. 

An a r t i c l e  i n  Pravda Vostoka on 26th February of t h i s  year stated 
that a number of new combined rad io  and cinema u n i t s  have been supplied 
t o  the Fergana, Andizhan and Namangan ob la s t s  and a l s o  t o  Kara-m+a 
Others would soon be sent  t o  t he  other ob la s t s  of the republic. These 
un i t s ,  which a r e  s a i d  t o  be portable and easy t o  operate, arealreadY 
possessed by many r u r a l  c luss  of the  republic.  

Importance of radio in everyday l i f e  

Radio i s  one of the m i n  vehicles of w x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p r o ~ a g a h ,  
of ~ o l i t i c a - 1  information and exegesis, ancl of the p o p u l a r i z a t i a  of neW 
and progessive working methods, and achievements of Sooia l i s t  culture* 
I n  the a r t i c l e  on radio broadcasting in Sovyetskaya EhtsikloR!!di~a 
published i n  1949 it is  s t a t ed  tha t  f'rom the first days of the 
October Revolution radio has been used t o  fur ther  the  in t e re s t s  of the 
prole ta r ian  d ic ta torsh ip ,  and that mareover i t  has proved t o  be a lligklY 
ef fec t ive  method for  the indmt r ina t ion  of d l l i o n s  of workers with the 
teacfings of %rx, Engels, Lenin and Sta l in .  
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The proportion of the programmes devoted t o  p o l i t i c s  and propaganda 
i n  local broadcasts cannot be gauged, but it i s  ce r t a in  tliat Party pol ic ies  
and resolutions of regional i n t e r e s t  a r e  given considerable prominence. 
Thus in Uzbekistan, radio i s  an important auxi l ia ry  of the  dr ive  t o  
increase cotton cu l t iva t ion :  broadcasts a r e  devoted t o  the  e f f o r t s  and 
achievements of the best cotton growers and t o  t h e i r  s a l e s s  s t ruggle 
f o r  s t i l l  higher production. Other t a l k s  a r e  on economic pol ic ies ,  
the degree of fulfilment of Five-Year Plans, and the achievements of 
leading undertakings. 

Dissatisfaction with the programme material  i s  r i f e ,  it being 
claimed that the qual i ty  f a l l s  below t h a t  required by the growing pol i -  
tical and cul tural  needs of t he  l i s t ene r s .  It i s  f e l t  t ha t  there 
should be more time devoted t o  concerts,  especial ly  on Sundays, t h a t  the 
repertoire be vriaened, and tha t  there be fewer repeated programmes. 
Letters to  the ed i to r  of Pravda Vostoka a re  fu l l  of s imi la r  complaints 
and also of cr i t ic isms of the technical  qua l i ty  of the broadcasts. It 
appears that progrumes a r e  frequently ~ n q r e d  by a continuous noise which 
compe l s l i s t ene r s t o swi t cho f f .  OnSundaysabreakint ransmiss ion 
occurs from 12 t o  12.45 for  no apparent reason; f o r  t h i s  the o f f i c i a l s  
of the network a re  blamed. 

It appears that considerable e f f o r t s  a r e  being made t o  extend 
broadcast services t o  a l l  communities of the  republic. Re-diffision 
is clearly preferred t o  rad io  broadcasting, though considerable use 
i s  made of the l a t t e r ,  par t icu lar ly  for  i so la ted  communities. The 
efficiency of the system i s  severely reduoed by the laclc of technicians 
and technical spares, and t h i s  fac t  is constantly r e i t e r a t ed  i n  the  
press- There appear t o  be f a u l t s  i n  the o f f i c i a l  d i rec t ion  of t h e  
broadcasting services,  and a lack  of co-ordination with other associated 
i f d ~  t r i a l  operations, 

Sources 
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listener :- 

Firstly, by normal radio transmission, generally from a local 
transmitter. The prop- material is either received by radio or 
landline from some central source or is produced locally. 

Secondly, by reception on a connnunity radio receiver and subsequent 
distribution to individual homes by wire where it may be heard either 
on a loudspeaker or headphones. There is some indication that aloudspeaker 
system may be installed in comunity centres to serve a large audience, 
but this seems less common than home listening. 

Thirdly, the distribution of programmes by extensive networks of 
landlines, the sisnals sometimes being further m2lified before being 
further distributed ' to homes in the communities served by the network. 

It is evident that the system of distribution by wire is preferred. 
This offers the two advantages over radio broadcasting that the pro- 
grammes received can be centrally controlled and that the cost of ind- 
ividual installations is far smaller. The principal languages used 
in broadcasting in Uzbekistan are presumably Russian and Uzbek. No 
details are available of broadcasts in any other languages. 



T A D Z H I K I S T A B  

COMMUNICATIONS AND BROADCASTING 

U p t  u-date press information on communications and broadcasting in 
Tadzhikistm i s  not very abundant and it  i s  therefore d i f f i c u l t  t o  draw 
a comprehensive picture of t he  current s i tuat ion.  W ~ l e  pos i t ive  

achievements a r e  recognized there  has been a good deal of c r i t i c i sm 
of a l l  services, with the exception of c i v i l  aviation. The railways 

are t k  main target  of the  c r i t i c s ,  complaints being directed against  
bad administration, wastage, and d i l a to ry  handling of f re ight  by r a i l -  
way officials.  Meanwhile the importance of the roads is increasing, 
largely because much of the mchinery used on current i r r i g a t i o n  
projects, (excavators, e tc . ) ,  moves under i t s  m power. *ogress 
in the post, telephone and telegraph systems i s  slow and i s  r e s t r i c t e d  
by the perennial shortage of experienced operators;  while broadcasting 
althugh technically improved and much more widespread has been the 
subject of adverse comment, d i rec ted  par t icu lar ly  against  i r responsible  
officials and the poor qua l i ty  of musical programmes. 

Railways 

Although since 1952 there has been a marked increase i n  
traffic both on the narrm-gauge system centred on Stalinabad, and the  
section of  the main Ashkhabad l i n e  between Pridonovo and Melnikovo, 
W o B e s ~  has been hampered by inef f ic ien t  workers and bad administratian 
a t s ta t ionsandgoodsys l rds .  O n t h e c r e d i t  s ideb the1953  q u o t a o n t h e  
Stalinabad narrow-gauge system was f u l f i l l e d  a fkw days ahead of time and 
labour productivity during the y e w  rose by 5 per cent instead of the  

1.2 per cent. A notable r e d ~ c t i o n  of 4 per  cent in cos ts  
was achievedJ net p ro f i t  being 5G0,000 rubles over estimate,  while the 
amount of f e r t i l i z e r ,  l i q u i d  fue l  and cot ton conveyed, exceeded the ~1-  

l1I per cent 116 per cent and 108 per cent respectively. BY t h e  
end of 1955 i t  is  planned t h a t  the volume of f re ight  car r ied  w i l l  be 
increased by per cent 8 and the turn-round time f o r  Wagons reduced 
by I 9  Per cent. During ,953 the performance of t r a i n s  a s   regard^ 

speed and gradient; improved by 20 - 30 per cent and 683 t r a i n s  
=re hauled i n  the f i r s t  of the year const i tding 8250 tons over 
and above the planned t o t a l  

C l ~ e r  examination of day-to-day m n g  of the railways however 
reveals a l e s s  roey p ic ture  w e n  though ce r t a in  c r i t i c i sms  .me perhaps 

3ince September 4953 thestalinabadnarrm-gauge System 
has p e n  Paid p a r t i c d m  a t t en t ion  ae i t  is the chief  means for  trans- 

seed, fiel ,  f e r t i l i e e r  and chemicals t o  the Vakhsh Valley cottan 



f i e ld s ,  and of raw cot ton t o  t he  ginneries  of Kurgan-Tyube and Uyaly. 
Although there have been improvements i n  the technical  a b i l i t i e s  of 
engine dr ivers ,  i n e f f i c i e w ,  bad s t a t i o n  administration, and delay 
i n  co l lec t ing  mater ials  from goods yards a r e  not uncommon. In order 
t o  maintain running schedules there  have been many cases of dumping of 
f e r t i l i z e r  over t he  edge of railway embanlanents instead of proper off- 
loading and storage i n  goods yards. The f e r t i l i z e r  is  then l e f t  to 
de t e r io ra t e  and often becomes useless ,  A t yp i ca l  instance occurred at 
Khanaka Sta t ion  where some 300 tons of f e r t i l i z e r  urgently needed by the 
kolkhozes a t  Gissar were neglected j when interviewed the  stationmaster 
shrugged his shoulders and r ep l i ed  that there  was no point i n  delivering 
the  f e r t i l i z e r  a s  there  were no covered sheds a t  the kolkhozes anyhow. 
Similar occurrences a r e  reported i n  other d i s t r i c t s .  Another difficulty 
i s  t ha t  a t  Khanaka a s  well  a s  a t  Regar, Pahktaabad a d  Cheptura, there 
a r e  no surfaced approaches t o  the  s t a t i ons  so that the f e r t i l i z e r  has t o  
be ca r r i ed  t o  the kolkhoz trucks by hand. Local comment a t  Regar i s  
t o  the e f f ec t  t h a t  the decaying f e r t i l i z e r  dumps a r e  of such ancient 
o r ig in  tha t  no one knows when they f i r s t  came i n t o  being or  whether or 
not they a r e  the  r e s u l t s  of a seismic upheaval. 

To prevent the  l o s s  of raw cotton i n  t r a n s i t  f l a t  cars  are  suppsed 
t o  be equipped with i ron  side-pieces, but del ivery delays from the firm 
workshops have meant t h a t  t h i s  important modification was rarely carried 
out . The goods yard a t  Stalinabad i t s e l f  is  i n  a s t a t e  of chaos and 
i t  has been admitted that la rge  sca le  and urgent improvements are  
necessary t o  dea l  with the  increasing f l aw  of f reight .  Despite enomus 
f ines  imposed on customers who f a i l  t o  take delivery by a specified t*, 
s idings a r e  so  badly blocked that locomotive dr ivers  f ind  it difficult  
t o  manoeuvre. The S t a l i n  kolkhoz w a s  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  collect 

seventy wagon loads of timber i n  December 1953, even though there was a 
f l e e t o f f o r t y c a r s a n d t ~ v c k s a t i t s a i s p o s a l .  Brtsforpre-fabricated 
houses 8 . d  a p i c u l t u r a l  machinery l i e  rus t ing  i n  the open a t  the 
Glavselkhoznabsiding. It i s  f r e e l y a d m i t t e d t h a t n o t  o n l y m s t  
"bureaucratic fo rma l id  be overcome, but t ha t  shock h r i g a d e ~  are  necessm 
t o  r e s to re  order; hmever ,  of the thir ty-four  union and republican tmte 
t o  whom the  s idings belong, only eleven have agreed t o  work 
hour shifts. Prac t ica l ly  a l l  handling of f re ight  a t  Stalinabad is 
on n:lluuy;.  a s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  which does not seem t o  Cause l o c d  Party 
0rp;;nisa.t ions m c h  worry. 

Conditions on the  broad-gauge A s m b d  l i n e  a r e  be t t e r ,  but again 
o f f i c i a l s  complain of the f a i l u r e  of customers t o  take delivery on time* 
Thus a t  Melniko~o a consignment of timber, coal ,  *jdro-turbine wts and 
building mater ials  , together wi th  3000 tons of superphosphates d elivered 
on 9th October was s t i l l  awaiting co l lec t ion  a t  the  end of the Pa, while 

ninety tons of mixed f r e igh t  l i e  unclaimed a t  the I s f a r a  goods yard* 

Obviously the shortage of both sk i l l ed  and unski l led labour ha6 







coMMUNICAT IONS 

contributed largely t o  this s t a t e  of a f f a i r s ;  recent ly ninety-eight 
young stokers and a s s i s t an t  engine dr ivers  from Railway School No. 1. 
at Stalinabad were found t o  be below standard a s  they had been unable 
for various reasons t o  complete the  f u l l  curriculum. Considering 
this shortage it i s  in te res t ing  t o  see from time t o  time advertisements 
in the local press for  workers t o  leave Tadzhikistan and talce 
employment i n  the Urals o r  i n  Siberia.  Concessions on the  scale  of 
non-recoverable grants of 300-600 rubles  f o r  a one-year contract or 
double for 2-year contracts ,  a r e  given, and the  men are allowed 240 kgs 
of luggage plus 80 kgs fo r  each member of the  family. Normal working 
conditions and l i v ing  accomodation a r e  guaranteed. 

Finally, fo r  the long suf fer ing  fare-paying passenger, hc te l  
accomodation is extremely &i f f j . c i~ l t ,  and recent ly,  i n  Stalinabad, 
Kanibadam, Pakhtaabad and Ura..'&~$x, was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  passengers on 
official duty, thus leaving those unfortunates who had t rave l led  long 
distances on private business completely stranded. hren when 
obtainable, hotel accomdation i s  primitive i n  the extreme and food 
unappetizing and expensive. 

Roads - 
Although avai lable  press repor t s  on the actual  condition of roads 

radiating from Stalinabad, o r  -ing i n t o  Eastern Tadzhikistan, and of 
the Osh highway t o  Khorog, a r e  scanty, the fact  t h a t  motor- coach services  
are in  operation on these and l e s s  important routes ind ica tes  tha t  the  
Surfaces m s t  be i n  a reasonable s t a t e  of repair .  Stalinabad i s  

linked by motor-ooach with Dshi l ikul ,  Voroshilovabad, and Shaartuz 
in the south, and with Komsomalabad, Novabad, and Obi-Gam i n  the  
east. There a r e  t h o u &  services  f rm Leninabad t o  S td inabad ,  and 
to Asht i n  the north-east of the  Leninabad oblast. w i n g  the two 
9 a half years p r io r  t o  Novenlber I953 the  number of coaches i n  service 
increased by 21 per cent enabling i n  addi t ion the maintenance of regular 
Semces  fiom Sta l imbad t o  &Mash and ~&honikidzeabad i n  t h e  east  , 
and Gissar and Sk&lnau in the west. There has been SOme c r i t i c i sm 
of bad maintenance of buses and of i r r e @ a r  and inadequate services 
In Stalinabad i t s e l f  where the  rider of vehicles has not kept il:'-ca 
with the increase i n  population; here too there is  evidence of lack  
Of intell igent supervision, I n  s p i t e  of the poor surface of 
roads in  the town, the construction of a fur ther  li& km of t rol ley-bus 
routes is to  be s t a r t ed  shortly.  There have been complaints from the 
new tow's of I s fa ra  and Shmab t h a t  a proper la;: senrice has not ye t  
been introduced, . , 

Civil Aviation 

The essent ial  and growing par- t o  be played b j  Civi l  Aviation in 
the d e v e l o ~ n t  of Tadzhikistan has been understood, and i t  has been 
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o f f i c i a l l y  s ta ted  t h a t  t he re  a r e  suf f ic ien t  f a s t  passenger aid frei&t 
a i r c r a f t  ava i lab le  t o  f u l f i l  present c o d t m e n t s ,  while agriculture and 
hospi ta l s  a r e  adequately served by l i g h t e r  machines. In  January 
1954 the Director  of C iv i l  Aviation, Menshikov s a i d  that passenger and 
f r e igh t  l i f t s  a r e  t o  be considerably increased during the course of the 
year ,  and tha t  more a t t en t ion  i s  t o  be paid t o  the equipment of airfields 
and the c o d o r t  of passengers. Regular d i r e c t  connexions with Moscow, 
Mineralnye-Vdy and the  oblas t  centres ,  o r  v i a  Tashkent t o  other p r t s  
of the  Soviet Union a r e  t o  be maintained; new hote ls  and restaurants 
a r e  t o  be opened a t  ce r t a in  a i r f i e l d s  and amenities generally improved. 
Combined t i c k e t s  v a l i d  f o r  a i r ,  r a i l  and sea routes  a re  t o  be introduced. 

Pos t ,  Telephones and Telegraph 

Improved technique and t h e  more e f f i c i e n t  and extensive use of motor- 
t ransport  has r e su l t ed  i n  the considerable improvement of the postal 
services ,  an  economy of t e n  per cent being achieved i n  the f i r s t  quarter 
of 1953. New postal  routes  have been inaugurated and mail vans 
senr ice  t he  Gissar , Shakhrinau, Regar and Pakhtaabad raions ; republican 
newspapers now reach subscribers i n  these a reas  on the day of issue. 
Sin-ilarly d e l i v e r i e s  have been improved along the  routes Stalinabad - 
Koktash - Dagan R i i l  - Kuigysehvsk - Kurgan-Tyube - Oktyabrsk - 
Kaganovichabad - Dzhilikul - Voroslzilovabad and Molotovabad, and between 
Stalinabad and Ordzhonikidzeabad. 

Fai l ings i n  t he  postal  se rv ices  have however, been sharply critized 
i n  the  press. Revenues i n  1952 were only 95 - 6  per cent of the yearly 
e s t i m t e ,  and there  have been many cases of delayed deliveSy andwrong 
rout ing of mailbags. It was claimed i n  A p r i l  1953 tha t  the dispatch of 
mail f'rm Stalinabad had improved considerably, but the s i tuat ion in out- 
l y ing  d i s t r i c t s  still  leaves m c h  t o  be desired. For C X & ! F ~ ~ $  there is 
but  one post-office i n  the  Dangara raion,  which i s  cleared only once in 
f i ve  days; i t  s e l l s  ne i ther  s t a r~~ps  nor s ta t ionery,  and does not accept 
m a i l  f o r  dispatch. Considerable delays have been experienced in 
Kolkhozchionski raion:  bags from Stalinabad were held up en route a t  
Pendzhikent Post Office and reached t h e i r  des t ina t ion  only on the seventh 
day- News;~apers p i l e  up a t  r u r a l  post -off ices ,  and i n  the Gi s su  raion 
more than 5000 subscribers once waited months fo r  t h e i r  reading mtter, 
the  reason being tha t  the postmaster of the Novabad Kishlak 3oviet would 
not d e t a i l  a postman t o  serve the - Lenin Kolkhoz unless the Kolkboz 

provided transport i. e. a horse. Post Offices too, of ten f a i l  to W' 
w a r  and old age pensions on time; even though they a re  under obligation 
t o  Pay pensioners from house t o  house J the  Leninabad, Kulyab and Gam 
oblaste  have been the worst offenders i n  t h i s  respect,  The operation 
of the  postal  s e ~ c e s  i s  a union r e s p o n ~ l h i l i v  and s teps  a re  taken Pr" 
time t o  time t o  remedy deficiences.  



Recent infomation on the t e l  -phonr. and t e l  ekraph sj-sterns 1s scant.  
~t was announced i n  February 1 953 t h a t  t elephone and telegraph systems 
had been overhauled and where necessary repaired i n  connexion with the 
local elections . The Stalinabad Telephone Exckange operated succe ssful l~ 
i n  1952, receipts being 5 per cent i n  excess of t he  plan. A l l  r epa i r s  

were up to schedule, maintenance improved and new i n s t a l l a t i o n s  were found 
to be more rel iable .  The average time taken t o  put through a c a l l  has 
been reduced from 4 t o  2.8 seconds. 

Telephone systems a r e  being i n s t a l l e d  i n  t he  l a r g e  kolkhozes, such 
as the Karl W x ,  where communication had previously been by horsed 
messenger. The standards necessary f o r  graduation from the  spec ia l  
cormrmnications Schools are t o  be ra i sed ,  but the  shortage of equipment 
fo r  training purposes was proving a handicap. 

Broadcas tin& 

Considerable emphasis has been l a i d  by the Press on the widening f i e ld  
covered by the broadcasting system and the consequent advantages enjoyed 
by !.bore and more l i s t e n e r s ,  not only i n  t he  towns, but par t icu lar ly  i n  
workers' settlements, among kolkhoz kishlaks and i so la ted  kolkhoz workers, 
Such as the -- W a ~ s  (she-), who spend t h e i r  aays on remote mountain 
Pastures. Every house i n  t he  Lenin Kolkhoz and 400 houses a t  a kolkhoz 
in Pendzhikent a r e  now vdred f o r  reception. R?.dio K,;~CCW is  now c l ea r ly  
audible, 

The seventh Conference of the Tabh ik  Communist Party s t ressed  tha t  
the ideological l eve l  of broadcasting should be ra i sed  and old equipment 
renewed thus e n s u i n g  b e t t e r  q& i t y  i n  transmission generally Hawever, 
there 3re still cases of transmission f a i lu re  and bad reception due 

technical breakdowns, but a l s o  i n  many cases t o  the slip-shod a t t i t u d e  
radio exchange operators,  m y  of whom lack experience. For example, 

at the Shsar tu  radio exchange, pro.2rames a re  of ten  bet een 15-40 minutes 
behind schedule, while a t  Dagankiik there have been cases of operators beins when supposedly on duty. Relays in t h i s  area have of ten 
been subject t o  ten-day in te r rupt ions ,  there lxive a l s o  been complaints 

the Zhdanov kolkhoz and from Novabad and Komsomolabad. 

The quality of news broadcasts, Party t a l k s ,  ag r i cu l tu ra l  and 
Pograrmnes does not arouse much c r i t i c i s m  f o r ,  although adapted 

local l i s t ene r s ,  they a r e  evidently cent ra l ly  directed. Musical 
promalmes, on the other hand, have been the  ta rge t  of considerable 
Invective; they a re  s a id  t o  be monotonous i n  the extreme, concerts 
being long d ram out and usual ly consis t ing of nat ive music which i s  

familiar t o  l i s t ene r s  tb t  a l l  ~ love l ty  i s  l o s t .  The T a b h i k  
National Orchestra i s  r a re ly  heard, usually being Wovibd  
One Or two i n s t m n t s  only, Vocal is ts  a r e  p o r  and the choir of the 
'talinabad Stat ion i s  well  hewn for  i t s  low musical stan*&; i t  
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cons is t s  of eighteen c h o r i s t e r s  only capable of singing i n  unison. The 
musical reper to i re  i s  very l imi ted ,  and for  years  t h e  popular singer Galibova 
has i-eildered over and over again the  same songs by the well-huwn Mirzo 
'i'ursun Zade, although these  a r e  sung not i n  the  vernacular but in  a most 
inadequate Russian t rans la t ion .  Tadzh.ik composers have been included 
i n  the general c r i t i c i sm f o r  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  c r ea t e  any music of merit 
during the past  few years,  thus making the  se lec t ion  of a more varied 
programme well-nigh impossible. 

To remedy the  s i t u a t i o n  Radio Stalinabad i s  ca l led  upon t o  bring 
Tadzhik broadcasting t o  the l e v e l  of t h a t  of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan 
by introducing more va r i e ty  i n t o ,  the programmes. The specific suggestion 
has been advancd t h a t  a regular  pract ice should be made of using Tadzhik 
t r ans l a t ions  of Soviet and Russian fo lk  songs and of Russian and western 

operat ic  songs and choral music. 

Sources 

Central Asian Press 
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ROMANCE VERSUS RBALISM 

In January l a s t  an a r t i c l e  appeared i n  the Moscow humorous 
weeny Krokodil under the  t i t l e  "Khozain vsegda ostayetsya 
khosain-e master - always master). The a r t i c l e  i s  
a crit icism of the repor t s  sent by Salisbury, foreign 
correspondent t o  the New York Times, during a recent tour  
of Central Asia, and of the e d i t o r i a l  comments on them. 
The author of the or ig ina l  a r t i c l e  i s  Sadriddin Aini, a 
prominent Tadzhik i n t e l l e c t u a l  and exponent of the orthodoz 
F'arty l ine ,  a descr ipt ion of whose l i f e  and l i t e r a r y  work 
appeared i n  Central Asian Review, No. 2. of 1953. 

cammenting generally on the repor t s ,  Aini maintains tha t  the correspondent 
did not ent i rely obscure the pos i t ive  aspects i n  the l i f e  of the Cent+ 
Asian peoples, but t h a t  these were represented i n  such a way a s  t o  
appear i n  a purely negdive sense. Writing of Samarkand the correspondent 
had said that although the  r e s to ra t ion  of old buildings and monuments 
was proceeding apace, the romanticism of the  Golden City had gone forever. 
To Aini t h i s  i s  not a matter for  regret .  He wr i tes :  

'Of course we cherish and venerate the  monuments created by the 
art and t o i l  of our predecessors; but can we regard a s  rcrmantic 
the epoch which gave b i r t h  t o  these creations?" 

and he goes on t o  quote the nineteenth-century Hungarian o r i e n t d i s t  
Vmbeq "who a s  i t  happens was a f a i t h fu l  servant of B r i t i s h  Imperialis&" 
In the middle of the nineteenth century Vambery v i s i t e d  cen t r a l  Asia, 

in his book on h i s  t r ave l s  there  he interspersed h i s  vivid d e s c r i p  
tiom of the wonders and opulence of the h i s to r i c  monuments a t  the time 

Tamerlane, with an account of t h e  condition of the inhabi tants ,  who, 
as a result  of the shortage of dwellings, were rendered homeless and 
to seek refuge i n  caves and under t r e e s  where they were t o  be found 
8-r and winter, 

'It i s  hardly l ike ly"  m i t e s  Aini " that  people who had themselves 
experienced the 'del ights!  of this l i f e  thought it romantic, nor 
does it appear so t o  the  e j e s  of our contemporaries who have thrown 

the chains which bound them t o  such an existence.,.. .  MY a 
few decades agon he goes on "a l l  the raw s i l k  was exported from 

Asia t o  Milan, where, a f t e r  being manufactured it Was sold 
and the proceeds were shared out among the magnates. To-day our 
pwerful silk-weaving indus t r ies  produce mil l ions of metres of high- 
quality s i l k  which, i n  the present order of things,  a r e  euppliea 

show a l l  over the Soviet Union.. . . . . I do not thi.nk tha t  the 
can be ignorant of these fac ts .  He probably bewails 

30 much the vanished romanticism of the Golden City a s  the fact 
that since the s e t t i n g  up of the Soviet ru le ,  thi .s r i c h  and f r e e  land 

n 
has paszed beyond the grasp of imper ia l i s t s  of whatever calibre.  
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A i n i  next takes up the  point made by the correspondent that the 

fabulous bazaar and market squares of old k k h a r a  a r e  no more; that i n  
t h e i r  s tead is a l o c a l  kolkhoz market and a medium-sized universal s to re  
where goods similar t o  those ava i lab le  i n  Moscow a r e  being sold. 

"I do not how by w h a t  means the  correspondent managed t o  discover 
only one s to re  i n  Bukhara" counters Ain i  "but he withheld further 
pa r t i cu l a r s  of the  l o c a l  kolkhoz market. Apparently he remained 
unimpressed by t h e  enormous p i l e s  of f r u i t ,  vegetables and other foods 
about which there  r e a l l y  i s  nothing romantic." 

"The correspondent r eg re t s  the bygone oplendour of Toki Sarafon 
and Toki Saraaran, tlte former o f  which he describes a s  the haunt of 
famous money lenders  and t h e  l a t t e r  a s  a market of goldsmiths and 
jewellery merchants. I n  r e a l i t y ,  these were dens of speculators 
and dishonest moneylenders. Our people had a saying ' i f  you fa i l  
t o  catch a t h i e f  one must hang i n  his plaoe the saraf  or sag-: 
i.e. the moneylender o r  the  goldsmith, a s  they a r e  both inveterate 
rogues. When the  correspondent therefore sheds t ea r s  because in 
Toki Sarafon they  no longer exchange one counterfei t  coin for another 
but s tab le  Soviet rubles  f o r  ripe melons we r e d l y  cannot comfort b e m  

After several  s cathing as ides  about bourgeois journalism i n  general, 
k i c i  fastens on the  e d i t o r i a l  which was devoted t o  the  correspondent's 
despatches. This e d i t o r i a l ,  he claims, gives a wholly misleading 
fist,or-tea impression of conditions i n  Central Asia and plainly hints at 
a colonial  regime there.  It i n t e r p r e t s  the  correspondent's statement 
t h a t  i n  the shops of Samarkand one can buy & e d l  scent ,  'Moskvicz' 
wi re less  s e t s ,  'Pobedat wrist watches and wooden Russian dol ls ,  as a 
s i g n  of the suppression of na t iona l  culture.  It a l so  deplores the fact 
t h a t  firm the point of v i m  of propaganda, Central Asia i s   undoubted]^ 
one of the trump cards used by the  Soviet Union i n  a t t r ac t ing  Africa and 
Asia; and suggests t ha t  f igures  quoted by t he  government for  schools 
doctors provided by the Soviet regime are but an  i d l e  boast used as a 
bas is  fo r  an u n j s t i f i a b l e  comparison with the conditions prevailing in 
Persia ,  India and s imi la r  countries. 

A i n i  challenged the t ru th  of t h i s  statement. He admits that in 
t he  despatches there i s  no ~ m n t i o n  of schools and doctors but claims 
t h a t  

'during his s tay  i n  Stalinzbad the correspondent had v is i ted  a number 
of schools, the Taclzhik Academy of Sciences and other ins t i tu tes  of 
higher education, among them the Faculty of Medicine whose mudl 
o u t ~ u t  of graduates i s  around 500, and whose c l i n i c s  and laboratories 
a r e  provided with the most up-to-date equipent .  Be a l so  visit* 
schools i n  Tashkent, Sanaarkand and other c i t i e s  of Central Asla and 
was thus i n  a posi t ion t o  inform h i s  readers t h a t  even i n  kisUaks, " D ~  
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t o  speak of t ~ s ,  there  a r e  l a rge  nul?l>e~s of seven.-year ;chools 
as well as  secondary ten-year schools annually qual i fying students 
for the higher educational i n s t i t u t ions .  But a l l  t h i s  has 
somehuw dropped out of the  correspondent's f i e l d  of vis ion;  he noticed 
only a clean hotel with hot and cold water and a d a i l y  change of 
linen. That a t  any r a t e  i s  the  impression one ge t s  from his 
article? 

The opinion expressed i n  the  e d i t o r i a l  t ha t  the nat ive populntioll 
of Central Asia a r e  t r ea t ed  a s  c i t i z e n s  of the second rank and are subject 
t o  discrimination, provokes the  rejoinder from A i n i  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
strange charge t o  be mde  by the gentlemen who subscribed t o  t he  
Hitlerite idea of the 'master race' .  

In the l a s t  sect ion of h i s  a r t i c l e  Aini counters the  charge t h a t  
the Soviet regime terporized t h e  Central Asians i n t o  giving up t h e i r  
nomadic way of l i f e .  

which i s  the be t te r"  he asks "a nomdic way of l i f e  i n  the steppe 
in heat and f r o s t  or  a s e t t l e d  one i n  a comfortable home? I remember 
how d i f f icu l t  was the l i f e  of the nomads dressed from head t o  foot 
i n  sheepskin, t h e i r  f a t e  d e p e n h g  on the capr ice  of merciless 
nature, which often brought death t o  them and t h e i r  flocks.. . . . 
Every spring and autumn merchants would set out t o  the nomads and 
rake i n  enormous p ro f i t s  by exchanging th i rd- ra te   good^ (of'ten 
even cloth fo r  bur ia l  shrouds) for  herds of horses and sheep. . . . . 
The days of the Emirate a r e  long past  ; the former nomads a r e  now 
leading a s e t t l e d  l i f e  and working in normal conditions. The 
best medical and veter inary service i s  naw a t  t h e i r  disposal  enabling 
them t o  safeguard themselves and t h e i r  flocks from i l l n e s s  and 
extinction. To q j r  mindn he concludes "there can be no h o  answers 
to the above questionan 
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K I R G I Z I A  

THE ORTO-TOKOI AND CHU V D Y  IRRIGATION PROJECTS 

The a i m  of the b i g  Orto-Tokoi and Chu Valley i r r i g a t i o n  projects i s  the 
fu r the r  development of ag r i cu l tu re  in the  f e r t i l e  Chu Valley, including 
the  expansion of i'ts sugar-beet industry. This Valley i e  the most 
thickly populated region of northern Kirgizia  and the centre of i t s  
l i g h t  industry,  besides being a n  important agr icu l tura l  d i s t r i c t .  It 
has a r e l a t i ve ly  warm climate and f e r t i l e  s o i l ,  and has ~ ~ ~ t ~ r a l l y  
a t t r a c t e d  s e t t l e r s  from all pa r t s  of t he  USSR so t h a t  a t1:ird of its 
inhabi tants  today a r e  Russians, W a i n i a n s  and Uzbeks. 

The Valley was or ig ina l ly  a ca t t l e - r a i s ing  and grain area. Of 
l a t e ,  f ibre  crops including hemp and kenaf (hi sbiscus cannabinus) have 
been grown. But t he  most important of a l l  changes i n  i t s  economic 
pa t te rn  has been the  introduct ion and developanent of sugar-beet crops. 
The Valley i s  i n  f ac t  nuw ca l l ed  the  "Sugar Valleyn and a recent article 
i n  this Rwkw described the  progress made with this crop and the Sugar- 
i n  industry in recent years.  There have been other d e v e l ~ n t s  
i n  new di rec t ions  t o  vary t h e  ag r i cu l tu ra l  pa t t e rn  - large-scale market 
ezrdening, and the  plant ing of orchards and r i n e y d s ,  all of which are 
reported t o  be very successful. 

Thema.iorproblemof t h e r e g i o n i s i t s w a t e r s u p p l y .  Muchde~end~ 
on the  Chu River and the  use of its waters t o  the best possible effect. 
Near the Chwqysh Rocks i n  t he  north-western part of the Valley, a ~~ 
has been b u i l t  t o  c rea te  a reservoi r  whiah suppl ies  the ~ e o r g i y e v b  and 
Atbashi Canals. T h i s  canal system covers some 800 km. The tributaries 
of the r i v e r  have been harnessed t o  supply power t o  various rei$ons. 
But fur ther  d e v e l o p n t  was threatened by the lack  of water, and in the 
l a t e  t h i r t i e s  it was rea l ized  that the resources of the Chu would have 
t o  be conserved by means of a l a rge r  reservoi r  wMch would store the 
surplus waters coming down i n  the  l a t e  sumer  a f t e r  the melting of the 
glac ie rs ,  instead of allowing them t o  rush down and get l o s t  i n  the 
a r i d  steppes i n t o  which the Chu ult imately disappears. 

The plan for  the Great Chu C a n a l  and the  Orto-Tokoi Resernoir 
took shape i n  1940. By the  following spring conetruction of the canal 
W a s  s t a r t e d  and more than 40,000 kolkhoz peasarito, engineers and tecMiciuV 
were a t  work. The tack  w a s  interrupted by the war and only resumea Fn 
1951, when the processes were la rge ly  mechanized. 

The s i t e  of the -%to-Tokoi reservoi r  

The s i t e  of the big dam and reservoir  is  roughly 9.5 miles -st me 
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~ssyk K u l  a t  7605' deg. E. Longtitude and 4.2°20' deg. N. Latitude. 
~t l i es  in the Boam Gorge between the  Kirgiz Range and the Kmgei ALa .- 
Tau and the dam i s  being erected about 15 miles south-west of Rybachye 
village. Abave the r i v e r  the modern Naryn highway ~vns along the old 
caravan route which linked Bukhara and Samarkand with Sinkiang. The 
Chu flows along the gorge where the t a l l  2,000-metre high grani te  masses 
come close together forming a very narrow passage fo r  the length of one . Above t h i s  bottleneck there i s  a remarkable natural  grani te  res -  
ervoir of inmenee capacity. 

The value of such a natural  resenro i r  i s  evident from the f ac t  that 
the Chu, r i s ing  in the Tien Shan mountains, flows f i r s t  eas t  towards 
Lake Issyk-Kul and then west and north-west i n t o  Kazakhstan where it 
loses i t s e l f  i n  the deser t  steppes. It has a very l o w  water l eve l  i n  
May and June when i t s  waters a r e  most needed f o r  crops, while i n  July 
and l a te r  there i s  a great surplus of water from the melting snows and 
glaciers, which runs t o  waste i n  the desert .  There i s  a fur ther  
wastage i n  autumn and winter. 

The projects 

The twin projects  now being car r ied  out a r e  f i r s t l y  the danming of 
the great granite f i s su re s  so  that the waters of the Chu r i v e r  not 
needed for  imrnedide i r r i g a t i o n  a r e  held back i n  the grani te  bowl of the 
gorge, and secondly the simultaneous extension of the canal system in 
the Chu Valley below and the  completion of the Great Chu Canal. Both 
Projects form part  of the f i r t h  Five-Year Plan of 1951-55. The dam 
i s  to be 56 metres high and i n  its 1 m e r  part  w i l l  be over 500 metres wide, 
The reservoir above it w i l l  be 16 km. long from three t o  f i ve  km wide and 
i s  expected t o  hold 500 m, cubic metres of water. 

An unusual feature of the r e s e m o i r  i s  the cu t t ing  of a 5 7 0 - m e t ~  
tunnel through the s o l i d  rock, i n t o  which the waters of the r i v e r  are 
being diverted, This not only enables the construction of the dam t o  
be carried out on a dry river-bed but w i l l  serve a s  a subs t i tu te  fo r  
~luice-gates for  the control of the f l o w  of water through the c q l e t e d  
system, 

The canal system was s t a r t ed  i n  1 941, bp loy ing  the 
method of narodnaya s t ro ika  (i.e. the  use of mass manud labour on 
Comtructian work). f45 of tile western branch of the Great Chu C?md 
W~"ecompletedwithintwomonths .  T h i s h a s i r r i & t e d a b o u t 2 5 , 0 o o h a *  
in the Chu Valley, and new hydro-electric s t a t i ons  have provided Frunze 
and the surrounding kolkhoees with pmer.  Early i n  1953, the 175 

kilometres of t he  western branch were completed the 
c a n s t ~ c t i o n  of the eastern branch wns taken up. This i r r i g a t e  
"me 28,000 ha. in five raions of u r g i z i a ,  Besides feeding a big 

network the Great Chu Canal w i l l  be used t o  operate a number 
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of small power-stations; i t s  surplus water w i l l  be directed into a by- 
pass canal t o  be poured back i n t o  t h e  main stream of the Chu River, 
Subsidiary reservoi rs  w i l l  a l s o  be b u i l t  on t r i b u t a r i e s  of the river. 
There a r e  t o  be 2-of 12 t o  16 metres i n  height on the Sukd.uk, each 
with a capacity of 15 m. cubic metres, and two 9-metre high dams on the 
AltynSorgan r ive r ,  each with a capaci ty of 3 m. cubic metres. 

The dam and reservoi r  

The Orto-Tokoi hallow i s  being turned i n t o  a giant reservoir by 
throwing a dam across  t h e  bed of t he  r iver .  It i s  expected that, i f  
the p r o g r a m  of work l a i d  down f o r  1954 i s  ca r r i ed  out on tirae, the 
reservoi r  m i l l  be operative by 1956. I n  i t s  construction millions of 
cubic metres of stone and rock have been brought t o  the  s i t e  so as to save 
concrete and s tee l .  

Tile construction of the  dam i s  f'ully mechanized, and appears t o  be 
going forward a t  a quickening pace. Large quant i t ies  of new machinery 
reached the s i t e  i n  1953, including t i p - l o r r i e s  of 33 ton capacity and 
dump-cars for  the  carrying of rock t o  the  dam. Last Ju ly  the dam 
was statedtohaverisentoaheight of sevenmetres.  Whenthetunnel 
has taken the waters of the main stream, the  bed of the r ive r  a t  the dam 
s i t e  w i l l  be dry so tha t  work can proceed across  the  en t i r e  width of the 
gorge. T h i s  w i l l  mean considerable acce lera t ion  of the pace of dam 
building, which has involved t h e  removal of a l l u v i a l  deposits up to 
three  metres th ick  and the b l a s t ing  of frozen ground. 

Progress was behind schedule l a s t  year before the spring, but by 
t he  s m e r  individual excavators were yielding more than 8,500 cubic 
metres of rock per month aga ins t  a quote of 5,000 cubic metres. New 
'%-505'' excavators received i n  April  were turning out on an average 
150 per cent of t h e i r  s e t  norms by the  summer. A powerful "E-754n 
excavator has been delivered which loads a &-ton l o r r y  i n  57 t o  59 
seconds and reached the  monthly norm i n  13 working days. 29 th  
January of t h i s  year a loca l  m p e r  reported t h a t  excavator t e r n  were 
ge t t i ng  ready fo r  work on a wide f'ront i n  epring. 

Undermound course f o r  t he  C h  

The 570-metre tunnel which provides t he  Qlu with a new course has 
been ha i led  a s  t he  biggest and most camplicited part  of the  whole 
project.  It was cut through tough s l e n i t e  rock from both ends sMtan-  
eously, and there were problems of underground waters and of landfalls 
be faced. As the new course of the r i v e r ,  i t  has t o  be strong enou@ 
t o  stfind up t o  a colossal  pressure of water, and so not only the walls Q' 
the t m e l ,  but a l s o  the  surrounding c l i f f s  , a r e  being reinfbrced with 
cement. 
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The tunnel should have received the waters of the  r i v e r  by l a s t  
autumn. By December 1952, 266 metres of the t o t a l  length had been 
excavated. Byear lyMay1953,370metres  of the tunnel hadbeen  
cut and on 19th Deceinber, 1953, the  excavation was completed. Early 
this year the tunnel was being l i n e d  with concrete, more than 4,000 
cubic metres of concrete having been earmarked f o r  the purpose. 

As mentioned already the tunnel w i l l  serve a long-term purpose 
as well as  the more immediate one of drying the river-be3 for  t he  
building of the dam: with i t s  movable shields  a t  e i t h e r  end, i t  w i l l  
be used as a regulator  of the  water sup,Ay t o  the  r i v e r  belaw. During 
the winter and spring months the r i v e r  below the tunnel w i l l  depend on 
the t r ibutar ies  vihich jo in  the lower par t  of i t s  course. I n  the dry 

summer months the water b r e d  i n  the reservoir  w i l l  be alluwed t o  f low 
through the tunnel t o  give the  r i v e r  below and i t s  canal system all 
the water they need. 

Recruitment of labour 

The carrying out of a major i r r i g a t i o n  project at an a l t i t u d e  of 
2,000 metres has been described by P.P. Glushanov, the chief engineer, 
as unique, and i t  i s  only t o  be expected t h a t  m y  problems besides those 
of water, stone and m m e t e  should have a r i s en  i n  i t s  execution. 
Hundreds of sk i l l ed  workers a r e  needed and, i n  the h i the r to  undeveloped 
area, they have had t o  be supplied with a l l  the necess i t ies  of l i f e .  
No description of the undertaking would be complete without same account 
of haw the workers have been found and looked a f t e r .  

Most of the labour recru i ted  fo r  the  scheme i s  frm the ranks of 
the kolkhoz peasants of the Tien S h  and Issyk-Kd oblas t s  of W g i z i a ,  
and about 60 per cent of a l l  employees working a t  the s i t e  a r e  R i r g b .  
New m h  ar r ive  da i ly  a t  the s i t e  and there  i s  a great  demand for  
skilled hands, This i s  because the workers tend t o  leave the  project  
in search of be t t e r  jobs. 

In v iew of the  fac t  tha t  the loca l  labour force i s  almost wholly 
cOJ?F)osd of casual labour, t r a in ing  courses have had t o  be organized 
at the s i t e  fo r  rnechani& . and dr ive r s  of l o r r i e s ,  t r ac to r s ,  excavators 
and bulldozers. These courses have been i n  progress since last summer; 
ear l ier  s t i l l ,  masons, carpenters and other building craftsmen were being 
recruited, Building s t a f f ,  e l ec t r i c i ans  and Diesel mechanics with 
proper qual i f icat ions a r e  badly needed t o  replace untrained workers. 
The local press blames the Council of Ministers of the Kirgiz SSR for  
" O t  making suf f ic ien t  provision i n  advance fo r  properly t rained workers- 
a o ~ e t s k a ~ a  Kirgizia s t a t e s  that the republic has the hydro-electric 
specialists badly needed f o r  the project ,  bslt t ha t  these men prefer  
working on planning organizations or  i n  research i n s t i t u t e s  t o  serving 
at kto-Tokoi. 
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Progress of t h e  new settlement 

The provision of good l i v i n g  conditions i s  another matter of importance 
i n  carrying out a project  of this type3 and a t  Orto-Tokoi the newest 
sett lement i n  Kirgizia  has come i n t o  being. It spreads over a fa i r  area 
on both banks of the  Chu and has a l rage  number of f l a t s ,  houses, hostels, 
a club, a school, and a hospi tal .  There a r e  shops, municipl  and other 
services ,  including a l i b r a q .  New f l a t s  and houses a r e  coming up 
rapidly,  but they a r e  not ab l e  t o  keep pace with t h e  needs of the 
growing population. Last autumn more than 100 f l a t s  were completed, 
a park was l a id  out i n  the  rocky t e r r a i n  f o r  which trenches had to  be 
dug and f i l l e d  kith s o i l  brought here spec ia l ly  fo r  the purwse. A 
number of new blocks of f l a t s ,  which a r e  being b u i l t  on the l e f% bank 
of t h e  r i v e r  fo r  temporary occupation by the  bui lders  of the project, 
w i l l  l a t e r  house t h e  permanent s t a f f  of power-stations and other industrial 
concerns which a r e  t o  be establ ished here. Ten such blocks were completed 
at the end of 1953 a s  wel l  a s  a secondary school, a club and other buildings. 
A hydro-electric power-station had been b u i l t  and about 5 b. of pmer 
l i n e s  have been l a i d  l ink ing  the  tunnel,  the dam s i t e ,  the quarries and 
the  settlement. 

There have been complaints of the l ack  of amenities and of poor 
arrangements for  t he  supply of food and consumer goods. ~epresentatives 
of w r i o u s  min i s t r i e s  of t h e  Kirgiz SSR haye v i s i t e d  the s i t e  and Under- 
taken t o  improve matters. The tendency i n  the f i r s t  instance has been 
t o  concentrate on indus t r i a l  bui lding r a the r  than on good housing and 
amenities for  the  worker, hence the  reluctance of s k i l l e d  workers to  
volunteer f o r  senr ice  here, There has, however, been a slaw improvement 
i n  conditions since the  beginning of 1953. 

The Great Chu Canal 

The eastern branch of the  Great Chu Canal i s  now being excavated. 
It w i l l  be 120 i n  length and most of the  work i s  being carried out 
wi th  the help of excavating machines, -1 labour being adopted only 
f o r  SOJJE 26 b. The work involves the  excavation of two million cubic 
metres of ea r th  and the e rec t ion  of several l a rge  hy&-o-electric statiom* 
Tens of thousands of kolkhoz workers from a number of raions a re  employed 
along the canal route. The excavating machinery used i s  of soviet 
design, and i n  1952 car r ied  out 94 per cent of all the  excavation work 
done. 

The increase i n  mechanization since the  Great Chu Canal scheme 
first drawn up has l e d  t o  a number of f inancial  problem a s  t o  haw the 
cos t  of the  undertaking sho~lld be dis t r ibuted.  The f i r s t  was for 
t he  use of masses of kolkhoe labourers. working h t h  t h e i r  hands i n  the 
erecut ion of an undertaking which would bring great benef i t s  t o  their 
kolkhoz. The pre-war blueprint5 and estimates have, however, become 
somewhat out-of-date, and the planning of f ice  of the ~ r e d a z ~ l d r d -  
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rnopok (central Asian Hydro-Cotton Project ) which has the resp o n s i b i l i t y  
forbr'lnging the scheme up-to-date, has been r a the r  slow i n  i ts task. 

Because there i s  a smaller demand for  mnual  labour from t h e  
koklhozes, these a r e  now only contr ibut ing i n  labour f i v e  o r  s i x  per 
cent of' the t o t a l  excavation work. They a r e  thus drawing benefi t?  
from the use of machines which have been paid f o r  ovi of t,le budget 
of the republic, and i t  is  f e l t  i n  some quarters  t h a t  a f inancial  
contribution should replace the  contr ibut ion in kind which would have 
been made under the pre-war plans. 

I. Vwchenko, who is  chiel" c f  both the  Orto-Tokoi and the Great 
Chu Canal projects,  has wr i t t en  t h a t  the  time i s  past f o r  the  o ld  
narodnaya s t roika method and that payment i n  kind should be replaced 
by payment i n  cash by the  kolkhozes which stand t o  gain from t h e  canals. 
The suggestion has a l s o  been made i n  the  press t h a t  t he  kolkhozes should 
create special un i t s  (building brigades) t o  work permanently on the  
Orto-Tokoi scheme. The idea has been mooted of organizing a " soc i a l i s t  
emulation drive" i n  order t o  i n t e r e s t  a s  many people a s  possible i n  the  
projects. 

Outlook for the future 

Assuming tha t  the graving pains of the newly-settled areas  a r e  
Overcome and tha t  the '  technical  diff icul t ies  and problems of f i r~ancia l  
ydjustment m i l l  be resolved, a period of increasing prosperi ty  can be 
foreseen for the whole region, The improved supply of water w i l l  not 
O ~ Y  feed the area t h a t  has been brought i n t o  cu l t iva t ion  fo r  t h e  first 
time with the building the Great Chu C a n a l ,  but w i l l  a lso h3 n e f i t  

Other regions; and i t  i s  reckoned t h a t ,  i n  a l l ,  100,000 hectares or  
more will gain from it.  The eastern branch of the canal,  for  ex2lc~le , 
is expected t o  feed a f a i r  area which has i n  the  past r e l i ed  e n t i r e l y  
On S m a l l  h i l l  r i ve r s ,  

Besides serving the sugar-beet f i e l d s  tke new projects  w i l l  increase 
the area 01' pasture-land and thus he lp  i n  r a i s ing  more ca t t l e .  They 
should lead t o  a f ivefold increase i n  the output of cotton. A big 
extension of fruit-grawing i s  expected and in the processing of f n i t s  

vegetai'les. The pmer  position should be much improved, espec ia l ly  
in the town of m n z e ,  and t o  serve the  newly developed regions a ~ e t ~ o r k  

roads w i l l  be b u i l t  'which w i l l  connect the remotest farm d i s t r i c t s  
with the towns of the outside world. 

2. Vokrug Svet , 

3 .  Soviet Encyclopaedia 
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T U R K M E N I S T A N  

TURKMENISTAN 

The T u h e n  oi l-f ields are  f i f t h  i n  importance among the oil-producing 
regions of the Soviet Unian. The output of crude o i l  i s  over six times 
the  figure f a r  1940, and the increase i n  each successive year has been 
from 16  t o  21 per cent of the previous year's figure. The Turlanenneft 
Kombinat, which controls the f ie lds ,  has overtaken the Grozneft and the 
Krasnodarneft i n  the Northern Caucasus. It i s  now only behind the Bal<u 
Region, Bashkiria, Tataria and Kuibyshev Province. 

Organization 

The Turkmenneft Kambinat consists of the following trusts:  

A. Three oil-producing t r u s t s  - Nebitdagneft, Kudagneft and 
Chelekenneft. 

B. Turlunennefteraevedka - tile Turlanen O i l  Trust for  prospecting 
and exploratory d r i l l i ng  . 

C. Turkcnenburneft - the Turlanen t rus t  for developent drilling* 

D. Turlanenneftestroi - the Turhen O i l  Trust for  the building of 
o i l  ins ta l la t ions ,  worhen's  quarters etc. 

E. Turlunenneftezavody - the Turlanen T r u s t  of O i l  Refineries. 

The original source of o i l  i n  the area was the island of Chelebn, 
which has becams a peninsula owing t o  the fall in the level of' the Caspm 
Sea since 1929. Nebit-Dag has been i n  production since 1932 and KwaL 
k g  since 1951. The two l a t t e r  f i e lds  have brought about a seat 
chaLd8 i n  the ui1 s i tuat ion and there i s  no doubt that  the region has a 
S e a t  Potential. A t  the moment the factor that  i s  limiting develop 
merit is the r a t e  a t  which building mrk is executed. With modern 
e q u i ~ n t  and Hpe-lines, the new centres of Nebit-Dag d KuuI -D~~  have 
Quickly become important, but t he i r  output could be increased even more 
if the construction programrue of the Turh- f t s s t ro i  were carried out 
mire cf f iciently,  

Crude ,jJ production 

No cut and dried figures for actual proauction of crude o i l  b3' the 
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Turhenneft Kombinat have been published s ince the war, but it i s  possible  
to infer with a f a i r  degree of accuracy from percentage s t a t i s t i c s  what 
the output must be. Thus the  Turlanenskaya Isha statement t h a t  the 
planned output of the T u r h n n e f t  f o r  1950 was exceeded by 83 per cent 
indicates that it must h v e  reached about 2,020,000 tons,  against 
a scheduled 7,104,000 tons. The f i r s t  post-war Five-Year Plan (1945- 
1950) set a target figure which was reached by November 1948. The 
outpt of 1951 was 17,2 per cent above t h a t  of 1950 which comes t o  about 
2,365,000 tom. The y i e l d  fcn- 1952 was 32 per  cent higher than t h a t  
for 1950 or a~proximately 2,667,000 tons,  while the 1953 f igure,  sa id  t o  
be higher by 37.5 per cent than 1951, must have been about 3,255,000 
tons. The l a s t  f igure re i~rcsentg  s i x  times the pre-war y i e l d  of t h e  
Turkmenneft, and from the  r a t e  at which production has r i s e n  i n  t he  last 
three years, i t  i s  qui te  possible  that t h e  Turhenskaya Islu-a forecast  
that the output w i l l  be doubled between 1950 and 1955 w i l l  be more than 
fulfilled, 

Although the 2953 quota was achieved ahead of time and there is  
every possibility of t he  y i e ld  reaching 4.m. tons in 1955, it i s  c l e a r  
from various c r i t i c a l  references that the f i e l d s  a r e  not  being f i l l y  
worked even with present e;lrl limmt and potent ial .  Plans f o r  mechanization 
are not being carried out arid secondary recovery methods a r e  not being 
introduced with enough efficiency. 

There i s  a gooddeal of l o s s  of output due t o  needlessly ~ r o l o ~ e d  
Suspensions of the operation of wells.  This i s  caused by accidents 
Or the need for minor r epa i r s ,  and a s  many a s  25 per cent of t he  wells  
h a v e b e e n i d l e a t a t i m ,  I n t h i s ~ h u n d r e d s o f w o r l d n g h o u r s a r e  
lost. Failure t o  observe the r u l e s  for  development of the w e l l s  causes 
rurther f a l l s  i n  output, and matters a r e  not improved by the u n s a t i s f a c t . 3 ~  
pmer, 8nd water services.  A tendency i s  often noticed t o  abandon - 
a well if it does not y ie ld  a sufficient quantity of crude 011 a t  t he  
Outoet, a n d n o e f f o r t  i smade  t o d e v e l o p  it further.  . 

Thus while the oilmen w e  de l iver ing  the  o i l  required of them -- 
ma in 1953 appear t o  have exceeded t h e i r  quota by several  *in- 
loads -- there i s  a lack  of dr ive  f i c h  keeps the f i e l d s  *om a t t a in ing  
the possible resu l t s .  The b i l l i n g  of newly d iscwered  reserves 
" going ahead at the r a t e  and it is  f e l t  tha t  coats  of 

and d r i l l i n g  might be reduced. 

kneml ly ,  a number of f i e l d s  were reported t o  be doing b e t t e r  in 
1953 than i n  1952 i n  the  matter of reaching t h e i r  production norms. 

ms stated a t  a conference & Krannnvodsk l a s t  summer when L c l ~ m 0 7 ,  
of the Qasnovodsk Regional Committee of the Turkmenistan 

Coaiat &ty, spec i f ica l ly  mntioned Fielda Nos. 1 and 2 of the 
N e b i % ~ e f t  ssd No, 3 of the -gnef't, the d r i l l i n g  off ices  of - the 
Turhnbmeft .ind T ~ r ~ ~ n e f t ~ ~ ~ v ~ ~ ,  and the Krasnovodsk ~e f ine r i e s  

s h m ~  lmprwed working. 



TURKMENISTAN 

The Nebitdagnef't 

The Nebitdagneft has four o i l f i e l d s  s i tua ted  135 km south-east of 
Krasnovodsk and 27 Ian south- west of the  Trans- Caspian railway line. 
A l o c a l  l i n e  connects t he  f i e l d s  with the  main l i n e  a t  Nebit-Dag junction. 

The production pos i t ion  a t  Nebit-Dag i s  sa t i s fac tory  so far. DLring 
the  first two weeks of January I954 the output was 100.9 per cent of the 
quota l a i d  darn, F ie ld  No, 2 shopping t h e  best  resu l t s ,  The number of 
temporarily inoperat ive wel l s  was reduced by an extension of the 'inter- 
overhauling period" of the  we l l s .  

The e f f i c i e n t  organization of the  underground repa i r  of wells, a 
matter of v i t a l  impartance i n  any o i l f i e l d ,  ensured a r i s e  in the 
output of crude o i l .  A b ig  reduction in the  time taken i n  such r e p i r  
work can lead t o  an increase i n  the average da i ly  output of a well by 
several  tons. As an  example at Well No. 706 the time taken over repahs 
was cut down t o  24 hours i n  November 1953 a s  against  a s e t  norm of 66 hours, 
A number of i d l e  wel l s  a r e  being brought back i n t o  production in the 
f i e l d s  of the  Nebitdagneft . Some r e p a i r  teams have succeeded i n  bringing 
i d l e  wel l s  i n t o  operation a t  t h e  r a t e  of f i ve  wells per team per month. 

A b i g  problem i s  presented by the clogging of o i l  pipes by wW' 
depos i t s  and salt i n  the wells. I n  the past it has been necessary t o  
lift out t he  whole system of -@pee f a i r l y  of ten f o r  the removal of 
and of all corrosion, and this kept a wel l  i d l e  f o r  days a t  a time. 

the  method of forcing hot steam and compressed a i r  i n t o  the wells is 
being t r ied .  The e f f e c t  is  t o  loosen the  wax by miking, so that it 

comes out with the crude o i l  which i s  ra i sed  l a t e r .  The rust  also is 
loosened and removed by the pressure. This means a t rebl ing of the 
period between warhauls  of wel l s  with a r e su l t an t  cut i n  stoppages 
a n  increase i n  output figures.  

Another method by which the  output of individual  wells ha8 been 
increased i s  by the  use of deeppumping methods i n  plaoe of the s l ier  
use of compressors. The change i n  the  case of Well No, 381 led to a 
twentyfold increase i n  the da i ly  yield.  

F ie ld  S t a t i s t i c s  

In Field No. 1 of the Nebitdapef't the output of crude o i l  during 
1 953 kept s teadi ly  i n  excess of the planned quota. A number of nm *lls 
were cmple ted  ahead of time. Well No. 397, which was flowing 
was put on t o  compressor operation and i t s  output of cruds o i l  doubld' 

Wells Noa. 666,  720 and 685 were brought back i n t o  operation. At 
No. 7m the ramvd of - deposi ts  l ed  t o  an increase of 12 tone In 
dai ly  out rut of crude o i l .  I n  dl, 15 temporarily j noperatiw wella wen 
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put into production once again. A switch over f'rom the compressor t o  
the deep-pumping wthod of operation took place a t  31 wells. 

In field No. 2 the production s i t ua t ion  was a l s o  good i n  1953. 
Tht costs of crude o i l  were reduced by seven per cent. For the whole 

field, in October 1953 the cmde o i l  output was 101.2 per cent  of the s e t  
quota. Individual teams reached f igures  of a s  much a s  115.5 per cent 
of their quotas. Thirteen wel l s  were put on t o  the deep-pumping method 
of operation and I1  temporarily suspended wells  were put back i n t o  
production. A def in i te  development regime was chosen fo r  94 per cent 
of the wells i n  production i n  the f i e l d  a f t e r  the  adoption of a la rge  
number of "geologo-technical prophylactic measures.. i. e. the prelimin- 
ary overhaul of wells. 

In Field No. 4 also,  a number of wel ls  have been brought i n t o  operation 
once more, while Wells Nos, 31 6, 355,640 and 680 were converted from 
compressor t o  deep-pumping operation. Well No. 238 was producing 
about 50 tons of crude o i l  d a i l y  i n  November 1953. 

The h d a ~ e f t  

The Kum-Dag o i l  f i e l d s ,  at which indus t r i a l  ~ r o d u c t  ion commenced as 
recently as 1951, a r e  about 25 k n ~  south of Nebit-Dag. Geophysical 
Prospecting undertaken i n  1947 m s  followed by e x p l o r a t o g  d r i l l i n g  
in 1949-50. The first indicat ions of the  presence of all were obtained 
in 1950. 

A t  the end of 1953 three  o i l f i e l d s  were i n  operation the  area; 
the former desert i s  now covered with der r icks  and a new town has  sprung 
UP at b-Dag,  During 1 952 already several thousands of tons ofi crude 
O i l  were obtained over and above the quota. Costs were cut by 8.5 Per 
cent- In 1953 the monthly t a rge t s  were exceeded month a f t e r  month- 
The output for the year was 110 per cent of the quota and operation 
'Oats were ~t by a fur ther  three per cent. The y ie ld  of crude o i l  
was 21-5 Per ceut be t t e r  than i n  1952. 

with regard t o  the  individual  f i e ld s ,  F i h l d  No.1 i a  s t a t ed  t o  have 
t o  have 6h- an  increase i n  y i e l d  l a t e l y  with b e t t e r  organization 
and new development methods, M e l a  ~ 0 . 2  i s  considered the best  of the 
thee Operated by the t ~ s t .  output i n  1953 was 50 per cent  higher than '" I952 and every dqy hundreds of tons of aruda o i l  a r e  being obtained 
Over and above the planned quota. Field No. 3 a l so  produced i t s  planned 
Yield of crude o i l ,  A number of o i l  mils were overhauled i n  l e s s  than 
the scheduled t im and in some cases outputs were 159 per cent  of the 
Scheduled figure, 

The generally sat isfactory pos i t ion  a t  Kum-Dag was i n  part  due to 
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improvements i n  d r i l l i n g  and the  r e su l t an t  economies achieved, In 
October 1953 two new wel l s  were completed. Both the d r i l l i ng  trusts, 
the  one concerned wi th  prospecting and t he  other with the actual boring 
of we l l s ,  d id  a l l  t h a t  w a s  expected of them, Economies effected as a 
r e s u l t  of work by So Udayev i n  the Kum-Dag region w i l l  be described later 
i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

The Chelekenneft 

Crude o i l  production i n  the  Cheleken peninsula was down t o  6,000 
t o  8,000 tons a year before t he  Second World War because of the exhaustion 
of the  s t r a t a  from which ex i s t i ng  w-ells drew t h e i r  o i l .  Mew deposits 
have s ince been discovered i n  deeper s t r a t a ,  and considerable efforts 
a r e  being made t o  increase the output of  the f i e l d s  here, 

There i s  scope f o r  increased cooperation between the Academy of 
Sciences and i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  i n s t i t u t e s  on the  one hand, and the o i l  
experts  on the other ,  in solving a number of problems of the o i l  industry. 
Flooding of wel ls  i s  a f a i r l y  cormon problem i n  the T u r b n n e f t  fields 
and up-to-date methods of production a r e  not introduced with a l l  possible 
speed, 

drill in^ : prospecting and we l l . -bo r ix  

There was an  improvement i n  t he  working of both the specialized 
t r u s t s  concerned with d r i l l i n g  during I 953 a f t e r  the indifferent  performance 
i n  1952 when d r i l l i n g  quotas were not rea l ized*  Even so, i t  i s  fe l t  
t h a t  things might be done i n  a more e f f i c i en t  manner, There are accidents, 
mistakes and delays i n  g e t t i n g  e s sen t i a l  equipment and material; and 
t he  s t o p p g e  of work t h a t  these cause while matters  a r e  being rectified 
lead  t o  a b ig  l o s s  of working hours. Such stoppages have a t  times 
t o t a l l e d  33 per cent of the working time. The supervision of dril l ing 
i s  not adequate and the  shortage of r e a l l y  qua l i f ied  technicians, and 
Poor workin& d i sc ip l ine  are r e f l ec t ed  i n  the f a i l u r e  t o  keep t o  schedules* 
The consumption of piping, brown coal and other  materials is also wasteful* 

Things were worse i n  19>2 when the  T~rl~nennefterazvedka failed to 
Carry out i t s  a l l o t t e d  prospecting tasks. I t s  exploratory work continued 
behind schedule i n  1953 a s  well i n  the Cheleken peninsula. Misue 
of equii~inent and mater ials  l e d  t o  a r i s e  i n  t he  cos t  of d r i l l i n g  of 115 
rubles  per metre for  development d r i l l i n g  ma 181 ruhles per metre for 

exdora to ry  d r i l l i n g ;  and mil l ions of rubles were wasted in th i s  wq* 

The improvement i n  1953 was marked. The fbotage of development 
b i l l i n g  fo r  the ear ly  months of 1953 was 79 per cent over tha t  of the 

period i n  1 952. Both the pospsc t ing  and the  ell-borin8 0rganiZ- 



ation reported d r i l l i n g s  i n  excess of quotas by several  thousand metres, 
particularly good r e s u l t s  being recorded i n  the  Kum-Dag and Vyshka f ie lds .  
In a number of individual cases average d r i l l i n g  speedr, were f o u r  times 
those of 1940. I n  t h a t  year the r a t e  of progress was not more than 
369 metres per r i g  per man* in 1953 a t  Kumdag the  average d r i l l i n g  
speed reached 1,260 metres per month against  a planned 760 metres. 
An outstanding record was tha t  of a team of Dr i l l i ng  Unit No. 3 which 
did 410 metres i n  eight  working days. The r i s e  of d r i l l i n g  speeds 
i s  mainly due t o  the introduction of turbine d r i l l i n g  whioh i s  bein? 
gradually adopted throughout t he  o i l f  ie lde.  

Mention must be made of another improvement. Experiments over 
several years and a study of the  geological s t r a t a  a t  Rum-Dag have Shown 
tht, under the ex is t ing  l a j e r  pressure, the  development d r i l l i n g  of 
shallow wells does not necess i ta te  the use of 12-14 inch casing s t r ings.  
This finding, tes ted  by S. Udayev, has l e d  t o  a saving of over 3,000 
metres of 12-inoh casing and of many tons of cement for  a s ing le  d r i l l i n g  
office of the Turkmenburneft alone. 

Labour: t ra ininp and i n i t i a t i v e  

The g r h n g  o i l  industry c a l l s  for  more and more sk i l l ed  technicians , 
and local opinion, a s  ref lected i n  the newspaper Turhenskaya Isha. is  
alive t o  the need for  t r a i n i n g  and i n  par t icu lar  fo r  the t r a in ing  of 
Turhen workers, Early t h i s  year only 27 per cent of a l l  the workers 
in the o i l f ie lds  of the republic were Turlanen. 

A t  Ashkhabad there  i s  an o i l  technicurn fo r  t r a in ing  d r i l l i n g  
technicians, o i l  operators, and other sk i l l ed  hands. Tuition i s  i n  
Russian. The course lasts four years for  those joining the first Year. 
Those who enter in the t h i r d  year af ter  having completed ten-year secondary 
S c h o ~ l c ~ p l e t e t h e c o u r s e i n ~ o a n d a h a l f y e a r ~ .  S tudents rece ive  
government scholarships which vary i n  value according t o  t h e i r  sen ior i ty  
from 285 to  390 rubles  a month. 

To t r a in  young T u r h n  workers fo r  the o i l  industry an industrial 
school was opened a fm years  ago a t  Nebit-Dag. The Press i s  a d o u s  
t o  go further and t o  have a new facul ty created a t  Ashkhabad University 
to deal with pe t ro l em -- both the extract ion of crude o i l  and i ts  
refining. 

!!&tionalizat iontt and n r a t i o n a l i a e r ~ a  

'RatiOnalieationn, i,, e. the  introduction of new h e l ~ f i l  ideas 
a special si=Ificanoe in industqr i n  the Soviet Union; 1953 

of the T u - b n n e f t  received the t i t l e  of " r a t i o n a l h e r  and 
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inventor. " Helpful ideas from the  workers have contributed to  the incr- 
eased output of crude o i l .  The Kombinat reg is te red  over 450 suggestions 
of which 227 were adopted and these a r e  estimated t o  have saved 1.5 
mi l l ion  rubles .  A fu r the r  70 useful ideas  w i l l  be adopted soon and should 
lead  t o  the re lease  of scores of hands, increased output and a simpli- 
fying of i n d u s t r i a l  processes. 

But sometimes it appears technicians t o  not appreciate new ideas 
and do not want t o  be t roubled  with them. A suggestion for  building 
a l i f t i n g  crane t o  i n s t a l  e l e c t r i c  motors on the  platforms of pumping- 
jacks was l e f t  on a f i l e  f o r  two months while the heavy motor, weighing 
500 kgmwas l i f t e d  by manual labour t o  a height of three metres. 

Construction t a sks  

The Wlrmennf?ftestroi i s  t ry ing  hard t o  improve the  r a t e  of building 
work i n  t he  o i l f i e l d s .  It d id  not -carry out i t s  programme for las t  
Year on time, and showed no d e f i n i t e  improvement i n  its pace in the f i rs t  
ha l f  of the year t o  suggest t h a t  a r r e a r s  were being dea l t  with. Efforts 

-- 

a t  "shock workn (shturmcrvshchina) only upaet t he  balance of work. 
Labour productivity i s  below normal, mechanized equipment i s  not used 
e f fec t ive ly ,  and bui lding cos t s  tend t o  atay very high. Especially 
bad repor t s  come from Building Trust  No. 5 and Road Building Trust NOS 3. 
Two fac to r i e s  producing bui lding mater ia l s  at Krasnovodsk are  behindhand 
wtth t h e i r  oubput. 

A t  same s i t e s  of one bui lding uni t  the work i s  so badly organized that 
woxkers waste many hours wai t ing f o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  orders,  a s  as 22 

hours having been wasted i n  10 days in one instance. Misuse of expensive 
equipment i s  evident when machine-tools a r e  allowed t o  r u s t  or get broken 
and valuable spares a r e  l e f t  about and covered with sand. New machinee) 
spares,  pneumatic drills, opened pa in t - t ins  and other materials are leFt 
i n  the  open and a r e  e i t h e r  s to l en  or  allowed t o  deter iorate .  

The overa l l  picture t h a t  one obtains i s  of general expansion and hhe 
overcoming of many d i f f i c u l t i e s  in t h e  field of oil production and the 
Prospecting and boring of wel ls ,  development being handicapped mainlY by 
t he  f a i l u re  of the  bui lding trust t o  car ry  out i t s  programme of public 
works. 

Sources 

2. Neftyanoye Khneyaistvo, 1954. 
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TIE  TURKblEN POPULATION OF THE KHO-M OASIS 

The following is an abridged t r ans l a t ion  of an a r t i c l e  by G.E. 
Martov which appeared i n  Sovyetskaya Etnografiya No. 4 of 
1953. The a r t i c l e  dea ls  with the  h is tory  and causes of the 
settlement i n  the Khorezm Oasis of the Turkmen t r i b e s  which a t  
present const i tute  the bulk of i t s  population. A deta i led  
description of the d i s t r i bu t ion  of the various t r i b e s  is  included. 
Wconsiderable i n t e r e s t  i s  the t r i b u t e  paid by the author t o  the 
stabilizing and progressive influence exercised by the 
Imperial Russian admin%stration. 

General His tor ica l  Sketch 

The student of the h is tory  and ethnography of the Turhen  peoples 
i s  confronted a t  the outset with a -number of d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  Up t o  this 
time, no history of the race has ever been wri t ten,  the material  avai l -  
able i s  generally meagre i n  t he  e x t r m e ,  and on ce r t a in  aspects it i s  
entirely non-existent , 

In tracipg the development of the  Turkmen race, recourse must  be 
made, albeit  In somewhat schematic form, t o  the decisive h i s to r i ca l  
phases and occurrences i n  the  l j . fe  of the  Khorezm Turhen,  Li terature 
contributes prac t ica l ly  nothing of ass1 stance t o  research on the subject,  
and the present a r t i c l e  i s  based on three main sources of information: 
the Khiva chronicles of M-S and the S ta te  archives of the 
Turlanen SSR and the Kara-wpak ASSR, from which the or igins  and the 
broad l ines  of development can be and such current inforI@ation 
as could be obtained from a number of older Turhen  during the author 's 
expeditions t o  the Khorezm Oasis i n  1948, 1949, 1950. 

from the archives there  i s  evidence of constant incursions i n t o  
the morezm Oasis throughout the centuries  by various Turhen  t r i bes ,  
wbch appear t o  have s e t t l e d  there f o r  varying period6 and then to have 

again. Arab sources speak of conf l ic t s  between the inhabi- 
tants of the oasis and intruding Turhen  tribesmen a s  ear ly a s  the 

century, and there i s  de f in i t e  evidence of t h e i r  pesence  
during the twelth, 

But to follow the  v ic i ss i tudes  of a l l  the Turkmen t r i b a l  factions 
which f i ~  time t o  time se t t l ed  and became part of the co~lnrmnity of the 
Waram oasis (admaw of which, i n  a ~ y  case, have no d i r ec t  re la t ion-  
ship with the prosent inhabi tants) ,  would be extremely d i f f i cu l t .  
The history, however, of those main t r i b e s ,  which form the  basis  of the 
present S p d a t i o n  and which migrated primarily during tihe seventeenth, 
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eighteenth and the  f i r s t  half of the  nineteenth centuries ,  can, on the 
o ther  hand, be t raced wi th  reasonable accuracy. For t h i s  period a 
somewhat r i che r  h i s t o r i c a l  and ethnographical co l lec t ion  of material 
i d  avai lable;  t he  chronicle  W u a - u l - I k b a l  of Muni and the chronicles 
of AgaMprovide t h e  basic  h i s t o r i c a l  f ac t s ,  and apart  from these, a 
number of i n t e r e s t i n g  theses  on t h e  Turkmen t r i b e s  have been written 
by various Russian t r a v e l l e r s ,  among them, N.N. h a v y e v  (1 819- 1820), 
Colonel Danilevski i  (1 842) and others.  

The seventeenth-century h i s to r i an ,  Abulgazi gives a detailed l i s t  
of the  Turkmen t r i b e s  i n  the E v a  Khanate, but t h i s  l i s t  does not include 
many of the important t r i b e s  of the  present-day Khorezm group, as at  that 
time they had not ye t  migrated and thus  had no d i r e c t  contact with the 
Khanate. I t w a s ,  indeed, only fromtheendoftheseventeenthcentury 
t h a t  the  haphazard nomadic wanderings of the Turkmen t r i bes  began to 
assume the form of a d e f i n i t e  migration. From then onwards, and 
throughout t he  eighteenth century, the  t r i b e s  approached s tep by step 
nearer  t o  t he  f ron-tiers of the  Khanate, and the  f i r s t  ha l f  of the nine- 
t een th  century was marked by an in tens ive  penetration of the Khanate 
i t s e l f .  Once establ ished,  t he  Turkmen t r i b e s  gradually began to exercise 
an increasing influence on the  a f f a i r s  of the Khanate, ousting into a Ps- 
i t i o n  of minor impartance the  o r ig ina l  tribesmen mentioned by Abulgwil 
by 1873 and the advent of the  Russians, t he  procesa of migration had 

been completed, the  T u r h e n  t r i b e s  had establ ished themselves as  part 
of the permanent population of the Khiva Khanate. 

P r io r  t o  the migrations, stock-breeding and a very primitive form 
of a g r i c d t u r e  had been the pr incipal  occupations of the  Turlanen; 
They had l e d  a semi-nomadic existence, maintaining t h e i r  herds and 
indulging i n  such ag r i cu l tu ra l  a c t i v i t i e s  as t h e i r  surroundings of the 
moment favoured. By the beginning of the eighteenth c e n t w ,  hmever9 
emphasis had been concentrated almost en t i r e ly  on stock-breeding, 
a ~ r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y  had degenerated t o  a v e q  minor, second- 
occupation, and def ic ienc ies  were m d e  good by systematic b d i t r J r  
and forays, primarily against  neighbouring settlements across the 
f ro l i t i e r  i n t o  Iran.  Fbod and c a t t l e  were the most sought-after loot 
but the  prac t ice  of se iz ing  prisoners and s e l l i n g  them a s  slaves in  the 
markets of Bukhara was a l s o  very prevalent,  the proceeds of the 
being devoted t o  the  plrchase of g r a i n  m d  provisions. 

The conquest of Central Asia by the Uebeks i n  the sixteenth century 
caused the posi t ion of the T u r l m e ~ ~  t r i b e s  t o  de te r iora te  sharply; 
they often l o s t  t h e i r  independent s t a t u s  and t h e  Uabek Khans vied with 
each 0 t h . ~  t o  e n l i s t  Turkmen in to  t h e i r  armed forces. Owing to their 

l a ck  of aw form of homogeneity o r  economic s t a b i l i t y ,  the T u r m n  
t r i b e s ,  even before the Urbek conquest, had not been able t o  establish 
a n ~ t h i ~  i n  the nature of a s t ah l e  s t a t e ;  a f t e r  the conquest they 
were no longer m s t e r s  even of t h e i r  awn established t e r r i t o r i e s ,  
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they were gradually drawn i n t o  the  splere of influence of one or other of 
the existing neighbouring s ta tes .  

With the growing strengthl,of Iran and the  Central Asian Khans, 
banditry and forays - the alamans of the  eighteenth century - could be 
successfully prosecuted only with the connivance and assis tance of one o r  
another of these governments, d t o  obtain t h i s  patronage the  T u r b n  
tribes had t o  surrender a port ion of the booty they obtained. "The 
Turlunen engaging i n  forays.. . . . . . a r e  obliged t o  pay as t r i b u t e  t o  the 
Khan of Khiva one f i f t h  of the booty they acquire (slaves,  women, horses, 
camels, children)" wrote N. Veselovskii i n  1877. 

This form of mutual cooperation ran, however, by no means smoothly. 
The Khans of Khiva, while only too  amdous i n  times of war and unrest,  
to enlist Turlanen, the best  f igh t ing  material  they could f ind,  and t o  
give them handsome privi leges i n  r e tu rn  f o r  t h e i r  s e ~ c e s  , were equally 
intent, i n  normal times, on t r a n s f o d g  them, by s t e rn  oppression, 

into permanently subject races. To t h i s  the Turknlen re tor thd  v i i t h  
frequent and violent r evo l t s ,  and mmy and bloody were the encounters 
which ensued - i n  1 760 - 70, i n  1804- 5, and f i n a l l y  the  revol t  of 
1850 - 60, which l e d  t o  the collapse of the r u l e  of the Khans of Khiva, 
a situation of which on account of t h e i r  lack of co-ordination, the  
Turbmen could not take f u l l  advantage, It was, indeed, not u n t i l  1873 
and the advent of the Russians t h a t  some semblance of s t a b i l i t y  was 
established, 

The F'rincipal Tribal  Elements 

*om t h i s  general ou t l ine  the author passes t o  an enumeration of 
the mare important Tur-n t r i b e s  and a de ta i led ,  though necessarily 
brief, account of t he  h is tory  of t h e i r  migrations. The p r e d o d a n t  
Portion of h i s  bfo-tion i s  drawn from the chronicles of Munis. 

The Yomut 

Although the Yomut, one of t he  most p e r m  and warlike of the 
Furhen t r i bes ,  made e a r l i e r ,  temporary incursions i n t o  the Khiva Khanate 
and are among those l i s t e d  by Abdgazi i n  the seventeenth century, they 
did not migrate permanently and en r~msse u n t i l  ear ly  i n  the eighteenth 

According to u s ,  the Yomt came or ig ina l ly  dram the  
of the r i v e r s  G , u p n  & Atrek and from the Balkhan mountains. 

"en they migrated t o  tire m v a  Khanate, they took service under Shi rm 
Xhan (1715-1 728). I n  the war against  Nadir Shsh they fought on t h e  s i d e  
":' Khan of Khiva, were defeated and were compelled t o  seek refuge 
Once again jn the B a l W  mountains. On the departure of Nadir Shah 
from Central Asia, they returned t o  the Khorezm Oasis, where, right up 
to the t h i rd  quarter  of the ei&teenth century. they continued t o  r e s i s t  
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a l l  attempts of the  Khivan feudal  r u l e r s  t o  absorb them. 

I n  1760, together  wi th  other  Turkrnen t r ibes ,  they rose i n  revolt, 
and it was not u n t i l  t en  years  l a t e r  t h a t ,  deser ted by the i r  other 
a l l i e s ,  they were f i n a l l y  and dec is ive ly  defeated by Muhammad &in 
i n  1770. Af te r  the  r e p r i s a l s  customary a t  the, time, the l a t t e r ,  recog- 
n iz ing  the inherent  q u a l i t i e s  of t he  Turkmen, made a generous peace with 
them and granted them land i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Khiva i t s e l f ,  

Sefore long, huwever, they were once mare i n  confl ic t  with the Khan 
of Khiva, n t u z e r  (180~-06), aga ins t  one of whose dependent tribes,  the 
Tekke, they had perpetrated a s e r i e s  of a t tacks.  T h i s  time they were 
compelled t o  leave the  Khanate and r e tu rn  t o  t h e i r  or iginal  territories 
i n  the  Gyurgen and Atrek valleys.  

On the death of I l t u z e r  and wi th  the permission of the new Khan, 
Muhamnad Rahim I, (1 806-25), they were allowed t o  r e tu rn  t o  their  prev- 
ious set t lements  i n  the  Muz-Kumgan d i s t r i c t ,  were granted further land 
i n  what is now h o w n  a s  t h e  Tashauz ob la s t ,  and from that  time became 
permanent, though by no means wi l l i ng  o r  peaceful, subjects of the 
Khanate. 

Sporadic s t r i f e  was continuous f o r  many decades u n t i l  the advent of 
the  Russians i n  1873 culminating in the f i e r ce  and bloody war of 1850-60 
The Turlunen a t tacks  shook the  Khanate of E v a ,  but owing to  lack of ~0::- 
esion they were always defeated. 

The Imrel i  

A t  t he  end of the eighteenth century, the  h r e l i  were driven f r m  
t h e i r  homes i n  Khorasan by the  more powerful Tekke t r i b e  and migrated 
t o  the Khorevn Oasis, where they were granted land not f a r  from the Yont, 
near the Aman K u l i  c ana l  i n  the  Khodzheili d i s t r i c t .  

Although b i l l i n g  t o  come t o  an agreement ~ t h  the Khan of fiiva, 
t he  k e l i ,  l i k e  the other Turlcmen t r i b e s ,  were not prepared t o  become 
h i s  unconditional vassals ,  and when the au tho r i t i e s  of the Khanate took 
s teps  fo r  t he  f ina l  subjugation of t he  Turkmen t r i b e s ,  the m e l i  
joined the Yomut revol t .  Having defeated the r i s ing ,  I l t u e r  m, 
whose object was the subjection, but not the annihi la t ion,  of the Twmn9 
t ransferred them nearer t o  hie c a p i t a l  t o  t he  t e r r i t o r i e s  
occupied by theyornut near Ak-Sara1 ~ u z  Kumgan; and l a t e r ,  when 
Yomt therrselves were allowed t o  re turn ,  the I m e l i  were moved to yan@ 
k y k ,  f i f t een  miles from Khiva. Finally,  i n  the  nineteenth century# 
they were given more land in what i s  now the Tashauz oblast. 
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The Choudor 

The Choudor t r i b e  came or ig ina l ly  f'rom the  northern part of the 
Mangyshlak peninsula, and ce r t a in  portions of the t r i be ,  ra ther  i n  the 
role of  an advanced guard of the t r i b e s  wi th  which they were a f f i l -  
iated, migrated during the  s ixteenth and seventeenth centuries;  the main 
migration, hawever, occurred a t  the beginning of the  eighteenth. 

. A t  that time the  t r i b e  w a s  s e t t l e d  along the  north-western f'rontiers 
of the Khiva Khanate and led  a semi-modadic existence, with stock- 
breeding and f ishing a s  t h e i r  chief ac t iv i t i e s ,  In t h e  struggle between 
Khiva and the Aral ru l e r s ,  the  Choudor sided with the  l a t t e r ,  were i n  
consequence repeatedly at tacked by the  troops of the Khanate and were 
finally compelled t o  seek refuge i n  a fo r t r e s s  stronghold of t h e i r  Aral 
allies. They escaped annih i la t ion ,  but t h e i r  sett lements were razed 
to the grad and destroyed t o  such an ex ten t  t h a t ,  according t o  the  
Khivan chronicles, they were obliged t o  seek new ground. Part of t he 
tribe returned t o  Mancslflak, while another section, the Khasan-Eli, sued 
for peace i n  1810 and were allowed t o  s e t t l e  i n  the Khanate. 

The Mi-Eli 

In 1806, on the conclusion of an expedition against I ran,  Allah 
Khan took under us protect ion the Mi-Eli ,  a Turkmen t r i b e  resident  

in Khorasan and discontented under the  oppresive nature of I ranian rule.  
flmost a t  once, however, the d i c t a t a r i a l  a t t i t u d e  adopted by the - of 
Wva  caused the Ali-Eli t o  t u r n  on t h e i r  protector ,  and they attacked 
and defeated h i s  forces,  a l r ead j  weakened by the Iranian campaie. 

In 1830, Allah Mi l a i d  s iege t o  and captured the  fo r t r e s s  of 
Baverd (or ~ b i v e r d ) ,  the  Mi-mi stronghold, confiscated t h e i r  lands 
gave them t o  the Tekkes, and compelled the Ali-Eli  t o  migrate t o  the 
lmer  reaches of the mych-Niym Bai canal i n  the Khorezm Oasis. 

The Goklen and the Xaradashli 

These t r i b e s  a r e  mentioned i n  the  Xhivan chronicles of the beginning 
Of the nineteenth cent=- as inhabi tants  of the  Gyurgen and Atrek r i v e r  
Yalle~so In 1336, -d, Shah of I ran,  sent a punitive expedition 
'gainst them, and the t r i b e s ,  fearful of I ranian tyranny, migrated t o  the 

footh i l l s  i n  Q-zyl-hbat. A t  the i nv i t a t i on  of Allah Khan, 
+'ley t;.en s e t t l  ed h t h i n  the confines of t he  Khiva Khanate. 

Ori.!3inally, a portion of the Goklen, the K a i  clan, took over the 
duties of guardinns of the aoreem f ront ie rs ,  while the reminder  mre 
given l a d  i n  the Kunya-Urgench d i s t r i c t .  I n  1847, hbd-mmmd Emin Khan 
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concentrated the whole t r i b e  i n  t h i s  l a t t e r  a rea ,  but a f t e r  the Turhen . 
r evo l t  of 1850-60 t h e  majority migrated t o  I ran ,  and a t  the present time 
the re  remain but few of t he  Golden i n  t he  Khorezm Oasis. 

The A t a  

The A t a  migrated i n  the t h e  of M u h a m a d  Emin Khar (Meidamin, 
1845-1855). Accord5ng t o  t he  older  members i n  t h e i r  present settlements 
i n  t he  Darganata ra ion  of the  T u r h e n  S9R and i n  the southern Kara- 
Kalpak MSR, they came o r ig ina l ly  from the Balkhan mountains, and t h i s  
is  confirmed from t h e  Khivan chronicles  and from other sources. It 
seems clear t h a t  oppression by their more powerf'ul neighbours, the Y m t  
and Tekkes t r i b e s ,  was t h e  primary cause of t h e i r  migration. 

The Arbachi 

The Arbachi a r e  one of t he  s n a l l e r  t r i b e s ;  for  d e t a i l s  of their  
o r ig ins  the author was dependent e n t i r e l y  on the  information he coda  
gather  from the  older  members of the t r i b e  a t  present s e t t l ed  i n  the 
Shabbaz ra ion  of t h e  Kara-Kalpak ASSR. According t o  these t r i ba l  
e lders ,  t he  t r i b e  migrated t o  the  Khoreem Oasis from Mangyshlak a t  the 
the  of lluhmmd Emin Khan (1845-55). Like the  Ata, the Arbachi are an 
offshoot sf the  powerflrl so-styled Yaka, o r  trans-f'rontier, Ymut, 
they, too, were dr iven  f r o m  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  homes by the oppression of 
t h e i r  mare powerful neighbours. 

The Causes of the T u r h e n  Migration 

I n   ODE i so l a t ed  cases,  such a s  those of the  A t a ,  and the Arbachi, 
m i g a t i o n  was qui te  simply the r e s d t  of pressure from hos t i le  and more 
Powcrfd neighbowing t r ibeg.  But the answer t o  the  fundamental question 
a s  t o  what  were the causes oi' the  mass migration of the  Turlmen tribes to 
North Khorasan and the  Khorezm Oasis i n  what  to-day i s  -known as  Tm- 
i s t a n  only be obtained from an examination of the social ,  p o l i t i d  
and economic conditions,  not only of the  T w W n  t r i b e s  themselves, but 
a l s o  of t h e i r  immediate neighbours, I ran,  Khiva and Bukhara. 

The chronicles of both Khiva  I ran  and the  accounts of n ~ r o u s  
Russian t r a v e l l e r s  a l l  agree in describing theeconomic s t a t e  of the 
T u r h e n  t r i b e s  ae being precarious i n  the  extreme. Their main mcuptim' 
stock-breeding, was l imited by the narrow confines of the p a z i n g  Pod 
a t  t h e i r  disposal  (the T u r h n  steppes cannot i n  t h i s  respect compare 
with  the steppee of Kaza lh tan) ,  and the  food they obtained i n  exchange 
for t h e i r  c a t t l e  d id  not suf f ice  f o r  t h e i r  needs) the semi-nomadic 
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existence which they l ed ,  and the  poverty and inadequacy of t h e i r  arable  
land reduced the i r  ag r i cu l tu ra l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  negl igible  proportions; 
continous in te r - t r iba l  feuds and wars against  t h e i r  neighbours, during 
which their water-wells and i r r i g a t i o n  systems were e i t h e r  destroyed 
or were neglected, had fu r the r  adverse repercussions. Water supply, 
particularly for  those t r i b e s  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of the Caspian, in Uzboi 
and in the Darydik  and Sarybmysh va l leys ,  had presented a probleln 
ever since the s ixteenth century, f o r  the  development of the  i r r i ga -  
tion network which followed on the,Uzbek conquest f'urther reduced the  
amount of head-water ava i lab le  t o  them from the  Amu Darya. 

On the other hand, improved i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  l e d  t o  a 
considerable increase i n  the  a rea  of arable  land i n  the Khiva Khanate; 
and as the Khivan au tho r i t i e s  were   re pared t o  grant land on favourable 
terms, the prospect of migration proved very a t t r ac t ive .  The poli-  
tically and economically weaker t r i b e s  s e t t l e d  more readi ly,  but the  
more powerFul t r i bes ,  o r  ra ther  t h e i r  leaders ,  continued t o  a g r e a t  
extent t o  lead t h e i r  t r ad i t i ona l  semi-nomadic l i f e ,  while leaving the 
Poorer members of t he  t r i b e  t o  devote themselves t o  the tasks of 
agriculture, 

External events, i n  the shape of changes i n  the p o l i t i c a l  and 
ecoll0dc s i tuat ions i n  neighbouring s t a t e s ,  a l so  exercised a mrked 
influence. During the eighteenth and the ear ly  years of the 
nineteenth centuries,  with few exceptions, all the Turkmen t r i bes  
changed the i r  habi ta t ,  The independent and, i n  many cases ,  r l u t u a l l ~  
hostile t r ibes ,  spread aver a vast  a rea ,  caused t e r r o r  among t h e  weak 

ill-organized populations i n  t h e i r  v ic in i ty .  But with the 
consolidation and strengthening of goverl~ment i n  I ran ,  M v a  and B a a  - 
(in Iran under Nadir Shah in the eighteenth century and i n  Central Asia 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century),  these neighbouring s t a t e s  
were no longer prepared t o  t o l e ra t e  the independent a t t i t u d e  or  the 
marauding habi ts  of the Turben  t r i b e s ;  and the l a t t e r  not only met 
with sterner opposition i n  t h e i r  forays, but were a l so  themselves not 
infrequently the victims of external  onslaught. 

Ebr the end of the seventeenth century, the s i t ua t ion  of the  T u r h ~ n  
had deteriorated sharply, and they had the greatest  d i f f icu l ty  i n  roein- 
taining t h e b  independence. 1~ter - t r iba-1  r i v a l r i e s ,  encowaged by 
the neighbouring governments, pec$uded the poss ib i l i t y  of t h e i r  

in to  an organized fitate,  and t h e i r  neighbours, by the simple 
Process of opening or c losing t h e i r  markets t o  them, had established a 
stran~le-hold over the Turlanen econoqy, 

In the eighteenth century, I ran,  Khiva and '3ukhara all attacked the 
Tuben t r i bes ,  th rus t ing  them back t o  the confines of t he i r  OWTI 

and destroying every vest ige of t h e i r  sett lements and a ~ i c u l -  
ture- h e s s e d  on a l l  s ides  and unable t o  of fe r  any successfliL r e s i s t -  
mCe t h i s  concerted and organized onslaught, harassed by lack of ess* 
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en t i a l  water suppli-es and held firmly i n  the politico-economic strangle- 
hold of t h e i r  adversaries,  the t r i b e s ,  from t he  beginning of the eighteenth 
century, were thus compelled, one a f t e r  the  other ,  t o  seek the protection 
of one or the other of t h e i r  powerful neighbours, and i n  return for the 
land granted t o  them the)- took s e ~ c e  i n  the  armed forces of their  
protectors. Even so, the arrangement was an uneasy one, and the pss-  
icnate  value which the Turkmen placed on t h e i r  independence led, as has 
already been shown, t o  many violent  conf l ic t s .  

The advent of the Russians i n t o  Central Asia 1873 marked the begin- 
ning of a period of progress and comparative s t a b i l i t y  fo r  the Turlanen 

t r ibes .  Unlike I ran  and the  Khanates of Central Asia, the Russian 
au thor i t ies  ne i ther  fanned the flames of i n t e r - t r i b a l  r i va l ry  nor used 
the Turkmen for  forays. It i s  t rue  t h a t  they opposed the a l m s  - 
the t rad i t iona l  Turkmen marauding expeditions - but they did so with the 
object of suppressing them, not of gaining control. of t h e i r  direction. 

From 1873 onwards the raions of the Turlanen gradually began t o  take 
Permanent shape, and although some of the t r i b e s ,  par t icu lar ly  the Yom$ 
did not a t  once s e t t l e  permanently, they a t  l e a s t  remained within the 
confines of t h e i r  raions. The majority of t he  smaller t r i bes ,  on the 
other hard, and all those an the  r i g h t  bank of t h e  Amu-Darya set t led 
and turned completely t o  agricul ture .  This example was followed 
much l a t e r ,  a t  the intoduction of co l lec t iv iza t ion ,  by the Yomut, who, 
however, alone among the t r i b e s  continued t o  r e t a i n  stock-breeding as a 
secondary occupation; and fkom the time of the nat ional  demarcation 
of raions some t h i r t y  years ago the Turkmen settlements have r e m i n d  
unchanged. 

The post-revolutionary s i t ua t ion  

Prior  t o  the Russian Revolution, no ethnographical s t u d .  of the 
T u r b n  t r i b e s  had been undertaken, and no accurate analysie made of 
t r i b a l  d i s t r ibu t ions  within the confines of the  Khoreem Oasie. 

Basing himself par t ly  on the information obtained from archives, 
par t ly  on tha t  which he was able  t o  gather i n  conversation with t r iba l  
e lders  during his expeditions in 1948, '49 and '50, but on the 
findings of the Raion Boundary Commission (which was a t  work during the 
national d emarcation period and before the ac tua l  aeriiarcation of the 
individual rai0nS was ~mde),  the author gives the following account 
claims tha t ,  though the s t a t i s t i c s  of the  Commission were compiled in 
1925, the whole is  a reasonably accurate picture of the  c o r e n t  situation' 

The Khorezm Oasis i s  a t  present divided in to  four administrative 
areas  - the Khorezm oblast of the Uzbek SSR, with the town of 
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Urgench as administrative centre;  the  Tashauz oblast - centre:  
Tashauz; the Darganata raion, centre: Darganata, both in the  Turkmen 
SSRj and the Kara-Kalpak BSSR. 

The to t a l  Turhen population of the Oasis is, i n  round f igures ,  
100,000. Of these, i n  1926, 78,000 were s e t t l e d  i n  t ha t  port ion 
o f  the Oasis which i s  s i tua ted  on the l e f t  bank of the Amu Darya, 
another 10,000 l ived  on the  r i g h t  bank, and while the numbers then 
settled i n  the Darganata raion reached a mere f i f t e e n  hundred, t h i s  t o t a l  
had increased very considerably i n  recent years. The numbers of Turk- 
roen in  the Kllorezm oblast of the  Uzbek SSR remnin insignif icant .  

The Tashauz Okrua (now oblast)  

A s  the predominant set-t;lement, the Tazkauz  O b g  deserves a more 
detailed examination. It was divided i n t o  f ive  raions and contained 
some 75,000 Turlanen, o r  three quar te rs  of the whole Yurkmen population 
of the Khorezm Oasis. 

(a) The Takhta ra ion  

The population of the Takhta ra ion  (25,000) was composed en t i r e ly  
of the Yomt Turlnnen t r i b e ,  which was divided i n t o  numerous clans or  
9, among the more important of which were the Salak, the Okuz , t he  
Ushak, the Orsukchi, and the Kodzh~k s e t t l e d  prisnarily i n  the v i c in i ty  
of the main i r r i g a t i o n  channels of Armatbag, Aulie, Lara and Gazavat. 
Each of these clans had i t s  charac te r i s t ic  way of l i f e  and methods of 
apiculture.  Of them, the  1925 Commission reported: 

"The Uehak and K&huk have retained a purely t r i b a l  s t ruc ture ,  
but the other Yomt clans have for  the  most part  abandoned 
t r iba l  t rad i t ions  and remain f i m y  s e t t l e d  i n  one spot on the 
land. 

1bLb) The Ilyaly raion 

Of a t o t a l  of some 30,000 inhabi tants ,  .20,000 Were Turhen  and the 
reminder Uzbeks. The Turhen  ~ o p d a t i o n  was drawn from a number of 
tribes. The Imreli ,  s e t t l e d  on the lower reaches of the Shavat 
k y a - ~ a r ~ a  canals,  the W a d a s h l y  on the  r igh t  bank of the Shavat and 
k a u  canals and the l e f t  bank of the  Yarmysh canal, and the Yomt 
between the lower reaches of the shavat and Kunya-Darya, i n  the v ic in i ty  
Of KoRukli, form the majority3 i n  the north of the raion along the  
Divan Begi canal were some minor s e t t l emed  of Golden, and between 
Dar~alyk  and the Sha h.6lrad canal a few Yomt communities. With the 
exOeflion of the Yowt elements, which s t i l l  remained semi-nomadic and 
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were s t i l l  economically backward in comparison, all these settlements 
were engaged exclusively i n  agricul ture .  

(c) The Porsu raion 

Here again, agr icu l ture  was t h e  m i n  occupation, and 20,000 Turhen 
inhabitantr,  mostly Yomt and Choudor, formed 80 per cent of the popula- 
t ion ,  the remainder being Uzbeks. . The Turkmen settlements were on the 
lower and middle reaches of the Klych-Niyaz-bai, the Kulbnya-yab and the 
Soviet-yab canals. The Yomut elements were s e t t l e d  i n  the Karailm 
d i s t r i c t  and were generally re fer red  t o  a s  Karailgyns. 

(d) The Kunya-Urgench ra ion  

The population of the ra ion  was 10,000, a l l  Yomut Turlanen and a l l  
engaged i n  a g i c u l t u r e .  During the  Turlanen revol t s  of I 91 2-1916, 
severe damage was done t o  the main canals - the  Shah Murad, the Sapai- 
yab, the Kalpak-Irgen and others ,  and the population migrated t o  more 
peaceful areas  on the Sovbied , Urug-yab and Khan-yab canals. With 
the soviet izat ion of the raion, the  damage was repaired and the s e t t -  
l e r s  returned t o  t h e i r  old lands. 

(e) The Tashauz ra ion  

In the Tashauz raian,  of a t o t a l  population of over 26,000 there were 
only Very few, perhaps some f ive  hundred i n  a l l ,  Tu rben  se t t le rs .  

The Darganata ra ion  

The Turlunen population of the Dargan Ata ra ion  differed very 
considerably i n  both composition and way of l i f e  from tha t  of the Tashaa 
oblast.  Migration t o  the Darganata region occurred a t  a very much later 
date,  and the majority of the Turkmen s e t t l e r s  arr ived there only some 
tv~enty or  t h i r t y  years before the Russian Revolution. Up till  then, 
lack of arable  land and i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  had compelled the majority 
to adhere t o  a nomadic existepce, moving from one source of water ~ U P P ] ~  
t o  mother;  but with the developent  of the i r r i ~ a t i o n  network these 
TurImen, composed predominantly of the Ata t r i b e  with a sprinkling of 
b k l e n  and Igdyr, very quickly abandoned t h e i r  nomadic way of l i f e  
i n  favour of pemment settlement and agriculture.  

The r igh t  bank of the Amu-Darya 

The Ata and Arbachi t r i b e s  formed the majority of the Tm-n 
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population of what i s  now hm a s  the Kara-Kalpak ASSR, on the r i g h t  
bank of the AmwrDarya, colonization of which took place simultaneously 
with that of the l e f t  bank. 

Settled i n  the outer confines of the Khiva Khanate, these t r i b e s  
found themselves much l e s s  exposed t o  the  a rb i t a ry  and often 
oppressive rule  of the Khivan au tho r i t i e s  than did t h e i r  fellow t r i b e s  
-men on the l e f t  bank, and i n  consequence they were f a r  l e s s  ac t ive  i n  
the revolts against the Uzbek feudal overlords; with the  advent of the  
Russians in 1873 t h e i r  posi t ion became b e t t e r  and more secure i n  every 
way. 

A t  the present time the r i g h t  bank Turkmen a r e  s e t t l e d  primarily 
i n  the Shabbaz and T u r t l a i l  ra ions i n  the south of the Kara-Kalpak 
ASSR. The neighbowing Uzbek and Kara-Kalpak population have exercised 
a marked influence on t h e i r  domestic and cu l tu ra l  l i v e s ,  and they 
differ sharply on account of  t h i s  from t h e i r  fellow tribesmen on the 
left bank. 

The above cannot i n  any way claim t o  be a his tory of the Turlaen 
tribesj it i s  indeed no more than the b r i e f e s t  possible account of 
the main successive phases of b h n  migration i n t o  the Khorezm oas is  
from the middle ages up t o  the time of the introduction of co l lec t iv-  
ization and t h e i r  f i na l  adoption of a s e t t l e d  agr icu l tura l  existence. 
The tracing of t h e i r  o r ig ins  and t h e i r  pre-migratory his tory i s  a task  
f o r  the future,  wl-~ich w i l l  necess i ta te  much long and meticulous research. 
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K A Z A K H S T A N  

Much l i g h t  was thrown on the  working and organization of the Kazakhstan 
Komamcrl a t  i t s  Seventh Congress held i n  Alma-Ata i n  March of this  year. 
The Congress was attended by 700 delegates and, i n  the course of the 
ses-:ims, achievements and fh i l i ngs  were reviewed, aims and policies 
declared and cr i t ic i sms  voiced. 

Organbat ion 

I n  its organization the Komsomol (i. e. The Leninist  Leame of 
Communist youth) of Xazal&stan i s  s imi la r  t o  t h a t  of the  other republics 
of the  Soviet Union. It comprises a Central Committee s i tuated in the 
cap i t a l ,  Alma-Ata; a mniber of ra ion  committees ( r a i k m )  and oblast 
committees (obkom), each with i ts  hierarchy of o f f i c i a l s ;  and prim19 
c e l l s  found i n  schools, un ivers i t ies ,  kolkhozes, M E ,  factor ies  d 
other sections of the community. 

Membership of the  Koms-1 i s  not compulsory but selective, though 
very @eat e f for t s  have t o  be made t o  get  the r i g h t  type of person into 
the organization. I n  1953 nearly 70b000 t ra inees  were registered with 
the  Xomsomol. Members join a t  same stage i n  t h e i r  middle teens and 
remain u n t i l  elected t o  the Party, To become a Party member k".e 
Komsomolets must be proposed e i t h e r  by a Komsomol r e o m  or  by a 
full-fledged Par ty  member. His candidature i s  then debated a t  a 
general meeting of a primary c e l l  of the lPar ty  and i f  approved, nust 
be endorsed by the loca l  cormittee of the Party. On becorningaparty 
member the hd iv idua l  may leave the  Komsomol provj.ded he does not hold 
an executive position i n  the organisation. There i s  no precise infom 
a t i o n  about w h a t  happens t o  rneli~bers not e lected t o  the Party. 

Membership of the Komsomol i n  Kazakhstan has r i s en  i n  the current 
Year 2;# per cent, and today numbers 558,240, which i s  more than 
double the number of Party members, of whom there  a r e  227,379. The 
close l i n k  between the Party and the &msomol was a t  the 
Seventh Congress when it was claimed tha t  the ~oms~mo1 i s  naw politically 
stronger and more mature, tha t  there i s  greater  so l ida r i t y  among members 
and closer union with the Central Committee of the Communist Party* 

Administrat ion 
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i n  the republic.  It fcrr~tn~l~i tes  po l ic ies  i n  l i n e  with those 
of the Central Cormnittee of the  Communist h r t y  i n  Moscow, and convenes 
congresses, In  t l l d ~ r y ,  resolut ions adopted a t  these conpesses  a r e  
passed down t o  the obkoms and raikoms whose t a sk  it i s  t o  implement the 
decisions local ly  and t o  watch over the primary ce l l s .  In pract ice 
however, the administration does not function with uniform eff ic iency 
and plans and resolutions of ten  go awry. 

A t  the Seventh Congress the administration and executive of the  
Kazaklwtan Komsomol came i n  for  sharp cri t ic ism.  The administration, 
it was stated, i s  maladroit, and of f i c i a l s  a r e  perfunctory, i r responsible  
and resent all cri t ic ism.  Some indeed regard themselves a s  highly m- 
ortant personages velmzihi) and spend t h e i r  time formulating policies.  
They are out of touch h wit  conditions on the  spot which they assess  by 
hearsay only, and a s  a r e s u l t ,  i s sue  iden t i ca l  ins t ruc t ions  t o  a l l  
oblasts regardleas of the spec i f i c  conditions obtaining in each. Nor 
a0 they keep a proper check on the  execution of t h e i r  decisions. They 
are moreover denounced a s  "zealots  of leadership by p p e r n  and fo r  
Working i n  a perpetual swirl of c i r cu l a r s ,  d i r ec t ives ,  queries and red 
tape without ever being ab le  t o  give a s t r a igh t  answer t o  a p la in  
question, Many indeed a r e  behindhand i n  t h e i r  work; four years a f t e r  
the ~ m o v d  of secretary IJlutaiski from the Karaganda obkam, the  Central 
Cmmittee inquired by special  telegram the  reason for  his dismissal. 

The Selection and placing of official9 has a l so  come i n  for  a share 
of criticism, Not infrequently people with no experience of youth 
work o r  industr ia l  and agr icu l tura l  t r a in ing  a r e  r a i s ed  t o  responsible 
pogitions. AS one of the delegates  a t  the Congress put it, "selection 
Seems to be based not on a person's su i ta I i l i ty  fo r  a pa r t i cu l a r  post 
but  on his  po l i t i cd l  chatter and his a b i l i t y  t o  draw up an officls-1 

A s  a r e s u l t ,  the replacement of o f f i c i a l s  i s  extremely 
high, in Some oblasts  it reaches ha l f  t h e i r  number, and in some raions as 
much as 80 per cent. In an unspecified period mighty-five secre ta r ies  
Of town and raion cormnittees twelve secre ta r ies  of oblast committees 
were removed f rom t h e i r  posts  for  w o r t h y  behaviour and for  def'rauding 
the organizati$~ns of the Koms-1. Their du t i e s  a r e  many andvar ied ,  
As an active helper the Party, i t  display great i n i t i a t i v e  and 

a t  a l l  times and i n  all spheres, they take part  i n  and 
n ~ ~ c i a l i s t  comptitim &ives", and combine the  t r a in ing  of youth 

with an act ive par t ic ipa t ion  I t i n  the unceasing b a t t l e  fo r  the victory of 
C O m a m n .  A t  present nearly 400,000 Komsmol members and other Yo- 

are  taking p r t  i n  dr ives  for  the fulfilment and over-fulfilment 
Of plans for  the production of consumer goods. 

The imrr;ediat;a tasks  before the Komomol l i e  i n  the  f i e l d  of 
ture and f a l l  i n t o  three m i n  categories:  
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2. Cultivation of v i rg in  and neglected lands. 

3 .  Staff ing and manning of MTS and MZhS. 

A t  the Nineteenth Congress of the  Communist Party i n  the autumn of 
1952 it was s t ressed that the  work of making the  republic of Kazakhstan 
i n t o  the cattle-breeding centre  of the Soviet Union must be intensified. 
It was then estimated that t o  achieve the  t a r g e t s  f o r  cattle-breeding 
i n  kdlhzes 300,000 workers would be needed, and at l e a s t  two thirds of 
t h i s  number would have t o  be provided from the  ranks of the Komsomol 
on whom would r e s t  the main respons ib i l i ty  f o r  achieving practical and 
substant ial  successes md the so lu t ion  of the  whole complex of problems 
re la t ing  t o  cattle-breeding. 

Tcday, i n  cattle-breeding there a r e  in f a c t  107,000 young workers. 
These a re  made up of an unspecified number of Komsomol members other 
Young people. The Central Committee and many l o c a l  committees, 
especially tnose of Semipalatinsk, Aktyubinsk and Dzhambul, have came 
Under f i r e  for  not increasing and strengthening the  cadres of cattle- 
breeders and for  adopting a d i l a to ry  and inac t ive  a t t i tude .  They Were 
a l so  charged with indifference t o  the fact  t ha t  bad feeding and care of 
c a t t l e  r e su l t  i n  a decrease of l ivestock and milk yield.  The welfare 
of the cattle-breeders has a l s o  received in su f f i c i en t  attention. 
Many of them lack  elementary comforts and even necess i t ies  such as 
w a r m  clothing. Social and cu l tu ra l  amenities a r e  equally scanty. 
During the =st t h e e  years not a s ingle  fi lm has been s h m  in seventeen 
kolkhozes of the Aryk ra ion  of the South ~ z a k h s t a n  oblast and there 
are no l ibrar ies .  Similarly in the Sarysui raion of D z ~ u ~  oblast, 
cattle-breeders working 500-800 km f r o m  the kolkhoa centre are served 

one mobile f i l m  un i t  which often does not get t o  them even once a 
year and newspapers and magazines anly percolate occasion all^. 

N t i v a t i o n  of v i r ~ i n  and neglected lands 

The drive for  the increase of gra in  production i n  1954-55 by the 
cul t ivat ion of 6,300,000 hectares of new lands presents a vital ana 
challenging problem t o  the Kazakhstan Komsoml. The papers c a r q  
&"wing accounts of the "intense ardourn and "inspir ing enthusiasmn 
with which the youth has responded t o  the c a l l  of the  Party. The 
Kmomol organizations of Petropavlwsk, it is  claimed, have already 
received 310 applications and the number of appl icants&r  the whole 
of the republic i n  around 10,000. Over 200 of the youth 
of h - A t a  have gone for  a course a t  the Technological College of the 
North Kazakhstan oblast. In this oblast ,  r i t h  the help of the  K ~ ~ ~ ~ '  
it i a  h :yN t o  =chine t r ac to r  in the current year 350,000 hectares 
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virgin and neglected land. 

While giving f u l l  prominence t o  the work and achievements of 
the Komsomol in agr icu l ture ,  no attempt has been made e i the r  i n  
the press or by the delegates a t  the congress t o  obscure the  
"ievous shortcomings" t h a t  s t i l l  ex is t .  Comrade Belechenko; secretary 
of the North Kazakhstan obkoqin  h i s  report  t o  the congress s ta ted  
that only the f i r s t  s t eps  have so f a r  been taken t o  mobilize the youth 
for the cultivation of v i rg in  lands. Many of the projected plans 
have remained on paper because of the negligence and rcd tape of the 
Komsomol committees, Other evidence t h a t  things a r e  not a s  good 
as they might be was given by the  secretary of the Central Committee, 
Comrade Abdrazakov, who remarked that there has been an appreciable 
decrease in the number of Komsomol kolkhozniks; i n  1952 there were 80,000 
whereas now there a re  only 73,000 and t h i s  i s  put down t o  poor poli- 
tical training and l a c k  of vigilencen. 

M!l!S and MZhS 

The a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Koms,~mol i n  t h i s  sphere of agricul ture  
have received more praise  on account of achievements and near- 
fulfilment of plans. Nearly 100,000 komsomol members a r e  working in 
tractor and f i e l d  brigades. Over 1,300 young spec i a l i s t s  a r e  s a id  t o  
have joined the MTS i n  recent months, and others a r e  eagerly t ra in ing  
in Zyryanovsk, Ust - Kamenogorsk and elsewhere. All a r e  possessed 
the desire t o  give prac t ica l  assis tance t o  the  v i l lage  and kolkhoz 
workers, The Komsomol organization of the Kalinin MTS of A m l i n s k  
0b1as.t forriled a youth detachment comprising three brigades, and a 100 
Other brigades a re  being trained. Another instance selected fo r  
Particular praise and emphasis is the i n i t i a t i v e  of the ~ ~ o m o l  POUP 
of the Third Alma-Ata machine plant who manufactured 270 s e t s  of lock- 
smiths tools. Their exan~ple has been followed by other groups i n  
Petro~avlovsk, Semipalatinskandelsewhere. AlreadyoveralOOOsets ,  
each consisting of 20 too l s ,  have been del ivered t o  s ta t ions.  

k t i v i t i e s  i n  the cu l tura l  sphere 

According t o  press reports  Kornsornol organieations now exist in 
seven-year and ten-year schools of the  republic;  t h e i r  t o t a l  

among school children numbers 187,000. The number of - organization s imilar  t o  the Komsomol f o r  children between 
the ages of eleven and s ixteen - has gr- by 50,000. This expansion, 
holrt'vrry i s  not exploited t o  t he  f u l l  nor i s  any attempt made t o  correct 

where they exj.st, or bring them t o  the notice of the Ministry 
Education or other responmible authority.  
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In maxy schools conditions a r e  primitive and d isc ip l ine  lax, there 
is  also a shortage of textbooks and maps. But the obkm and raikom 
Komsomol o f f i c i a l s  r a r e ly  visi t  the schools and have l i t t l e  idea of the 
l i f e ,  needs and in t e re s t s  of the  pupils. I n  Taldy-Kurgan oblast the 
Kirov Komsomol ---- raikom hold al l  t h e i r  meetings i n  the loca l  s chool build- 
ing, but they have never ye t  v i s i t e d  the school during lesson-time or 
taken an in t e re s t  i n  thework  and progress of the pupils. The Komsomol 
meetings fo r  the pupils a r e  a l s o  inf'requent and mono+mou~, fai l ing t o  
arouse any l i v e l y  in t e re s t  i n  the  part ic ipants .  As a r e s u l t  they lose 
a l l  t h e i r  significance and hara the  cause. 

Reports a l so  t e l l  of the fai lureof  the Komsoml and Pioneer organiz- 
a t ions  t o maintain, not t o  say r a i s e ,  the  educational and teaching stand- 
ards  i n  ru ra l  schools. In the  schools of Alma-Ata, Kustanai , and 
kraganda o'trlasts standards have i n  f ac t  been lowered. Nor, i t  seems, 
i s  sufficient a t t en t ion  being paid t o  " a r t i s t i c n  developent ,  the proper 
and rational use of l e i su re  and the development of moral qual i t ies  Such 
as ,  honesty, courage, se l f lessness ,  loya l ty  t o  t he  W t y  and homeland 
and community s p i r i t .  fisdemeanours of various s o r t s  a r e  comnon and 
instances of hooliganism and truancy often go unpunished. Particularly 
blameworthy a re  the  Komsomol organizations i n  the schools of m l d k ,  
Ust-Kamenogorsk, Kzyl-Orda and Kokchetav, Nor i s  enough attention 
being devoted t o  the improvement of l i v i n g  and working conditions in 
schools. A t  the Conk;r<;ss, Comrade Shkarupina s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  the 
Chimkent boarding-school there  i s  not a s ing le  properly equipped classroom, 
no t ab les  and cha i rs ,  and children have t o  do t h e i r  lessons s i t t i ng  in 
bunks. Similar instances were reported from Suak,  Kirov and Chaiy- 
anovsk raions. The Central Committee, it i s  a l leged,  a r e  aware of these 
f ac t s  but have so f a r  taken no ef fec t ive  measures t a  improve the 
conditions. Nor have they seen t o  the "Homes of the  Pioneersn, 
which ex is t  i n  name only5 in the Eas t e rn -kakhs t an  oblast for  instance, 
of fifteen homes, eight have no buildings of t h e i r  own. 

Very l i t t l e  has a l so  been done t o  improve conditions i n  the tech- 
nological i n s t i t u t e s  of the republic. A t  present there  a r e  f i f t y  
i n s t i t u t e s  of meckanized a#r'cul+;ul-.e t r l i n i n g  some 15,000 students. 
Yet many of the Kornsml committees overlook the f ac t  tha t  students are 
taught antiquated techniques and the manning of out-of-date tractors,  
and tha t  a t  some of the i n s t i t u t e s  there a r e  no technical appliances 
l i v i n g  c o d i t  ions a re  cramped. 

The p a v e s t  concern, however, i s  f e l t  a t  the way the fight against 
@nationalistic deviationsm has been allowed t o  lapse  i n  a number of the 
higher educational ins t i tues .  This, i+, ic, claimed, has given r i s e  
Instances of "amoral behaviourm among the stuaente; and s ta1 in13  r"zrk 
t h a t  nationali s m  i s  a most dangerous iva l  & wholly a l i e n  t o  cofim' 
ist ideology i s  quoted ao a mix, 
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In one respect the  Komsomol organizations seem t o  have c a r r i e d  out 
their duties i n  the educational sphere, notably i n  developing i n  the 
youth an in te res t  and love f o r  t h e i r  work, and par t icu lar ly  fo r  
agricultural or mechanical work. According t o  repor t s  t h i s  i s  being 
done by providing the schools with cardcn p lo ts  and greenhouses where 
the pupils a re  encouraged t o  grow and tend various plants,  o r  by 
organizing excursions t o  kolkhozes and MTS and arranging meetings with 
"Heroes of Socia l i s t  LabourR. It i s  hoped besides t o  provide more 
schools with carpentry shops and meteorological uni ts .  

It i s  thus apparent that i n  nearly every sphere of i t s  a c t i v i t y  
much remains f o r  the Kazakhstan Komsomol t o  accomplish. Off ic ia l s  must 
spend less  time at tending conferences and take t h e i r  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  
more seriously. More Kazakh g i r l s  must be elected t o  the c o d t t e e s  
and greater a t ten t ion  paid t o  primary c e l l s  which should be made i n t o  
strongly-hit kol lekt ivs .  F'inally, p o l i t i c a l  trainiiig must be placed 
on a surer footing. It may be t h a t  i n  the l i g h t  of these suggestions 
and cl;_tic.is~?s voiced a t  the Seventh Congress abuses and f a i l i ngs  w i l l  
be rect i f ied and the  way opened t o  new achievements. 

Sources - 
1. Central Asian Press. 

2, Komsomol skaya Pravda 

3 Tekst izmenenogo ua.tayn p a r t i i .  Gospolitizdat. 1952. 
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PRIlWE AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 

A s  elsewhere in the USSR, education i n  Kazakhstan i s  now compulsory 
f'rom the ages of seven t o  fourteen. Pre-school o r  kindergeten educ- 
a t i on  i s  voluntary. A t  the age of seven, according t o  the locality 
i n  which they l i ve ,  chi ldren enter  e i t h e r  a primary (four- ear) school 
o r  a junior-secondary (seven-year) schoal o r  a full-secondary (ten-yea?) 
school, a l so  ca l led  a "middle schooln. To what extent children on leav- 
ing a primary school can pass on t o  a sevenayeair achool, and similarly 
t o  what extent children from a seven-year school can pss  on t o  the senior 
classes  of a ten-year school i s  not precisely hown,  though t h i s  i s  . 

obviously not impossible and indeed appears t o  be encouraged. The 
normal course fo r  a ch i ld  leaving a seven-year school a t  the age of 
fourteen is  t o  en ter  a secondary professional school, e i ther  one of 
the so-called tekhnikums which give special ized t r a i n i n g  in one of the 
various branches of industry,  t ranspor t ,  agr icu l ture ,  etc., or a 
medical, art, or pedagogic school. On leaving a ten-year school at  
seventeen or eighteen, children pass on t o  a higher e d u c a t i d  establish- 
ment such a s  a universi ty ,  i n s t i t u t e  or  acadeqy. For young people 
already a t  work, there a re  many part-time, evening and correspondence 
schools offering both a general and a special ized educa t i~n .  

The problems a r i s e  i n  -z&hstan a s  i n  any other country rapidly 
expanding i t s  educational system: there a r e  mater ial  problems such as 
finance, buildings and equipment, the supply and t r a in ing  of teachersi 
there  a r e  social  problems caused by the  r a i s i n g  of t he  school-leaving 
age by the education of g i r l s .  Moreover i n  Kazakhstan there i s  the 
special  d i f f i cu l ty  of language, for ,  though there  a r e  no precise Up-to- 
date  figures,  a t  l e a s t  50 per cent of t he  present population of maJsb- 
stan can be assumed t o  be non-m&. It i s  in t e re s t ing  t o  note i n  this 
connection tha t  i n  no current publication on education so far seen i s  
mention made of the proportion of Kazakh t o  Russian school children9 ** 
t o  w h a t  extent the Kazakh and Russian languages a r e  used In schools 
thou@ i t  is  apparent t ha t  there a r e  some schools i n  which K a z a  is the 
medium of tui t ion,  

Progress since the R e ~ d l u t i ~  

The his tory of education i n  W k h s t a n  s ince the Revolution i s  
one of spectacular and rapid advance from almost complete i l l i t e r a q  
to a position today where 1.34 m. chi ldren a t tend  school. Before the 
Revolution, according t o  the Great Soviet E n c y a ~ e d i . n ,  98 per cent 
of the b ~ a k h  people were i l l i t e r a t e .  the  a rea  now included in 
the Kazakh 33R, there were 2,041 schools with 11 5,000 children. But 
1,958 of the schools were o d y  two-year primary schools, and in  all 
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schools there were only 7,900 Kazakh children, mostly drawn from the 
upper classes. In  1920-21 there  were 2,420 primary and middle schools 
with 144,000 pupils J i n  1927 there were 3,944 schdols with 274,000 
pupils. School attendance i n  1929-30 was 352,000 and the next year 
it rose t o  540,000. 

In 1932-33 there were 6,869 schools with 576,000 pupils i n  the 
republic. They included 6,419 primary four -year schools, 41 9 seven- 
year schools and 31 ten-year schools. While i n  the pre-revolutionary 
period Kazakh children made up fewer than seven per cent of the t o t a l  
number of children at tending school, i n  193132 they were for ty  per cent 
of the total .  

Between 1933 and 1940 there was considerable re-organization of 
the educational system and much building of new schools; par t icu lar  
attention was paid t o  seven-year and ten-year schools, and t h e i r  increase 
in number accounts fo r  the corresponding decrease i n  numbers of primary 
schools. During this period, primary education was mde compulsory 
in rural areas and seven-year education i n  towns. Between the  academic 
years 1949-50 and 1951-52 seve-year education i s  reported t o  have been 
made compulsory almost everywhere i n  Ikzakhstan. 

Today the republic has 5,519 primary schools, 2,693 seven-year 
schools and 733 ten-year schools. I n  1952 the  t o t a l  enrolrent ~ v a s  
1,346,000 children and there were 63,000 teachers including 23,000 
university graduates. There a r e  a l so  176 working youths ' schools 
(i.e. part-time schools f o r  young factory workers), attended by 28,000 
students; of these schools, 147 give a general secondary education. 
7 , 6 ~ 0  students a r e  said t o  a t tend  a t o t a l  of 91 evening schools. 
'here are besides, 176 boarding orphanages with over 20,000 children, 
nine schools fo r  bl ind,  deaf and dumb children, and two Forest Schools 
f o r  weak children, For the c h i l e e n  of railwaymen whose homes a r e  
often i n  isolated areas ,  there a r e  special  boarding schools. Last 
December, the twenty-third such school a l m g  the Turksib l i n e  was 
Opened a t  A u l  stat ion.  

Kindernart ens 

The f i r s t  twenty kindergartens i n  Kazakhstan were opened i n  192f 
with accomodation far 6q0 children. Between 1927 and 1932 about 12,m0 

on an average attended kindergarten. In 1950 the republic 
had 651 finder&artens with about 2,000 teachers i n  charge of about 
25,000 children, A t  present, i n  t-s throughout the republic more than 
',200 kindergartens and day nurseries take i n  some 70,000 children. 
This WxLce enables mothers to  leave t h e i r  children i n  the  care of 
trained s t a f f  while they a re  a t  work. 
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In Kazakhstan, a s  i n  other countr ies ,  the  rival claims of schools 
and housing on the building kaie lead  t o  complaints, f o r  instance, that 
the social  services  do not get  t h e i r  f a i r  share of new construction, 
ICazakl~stanskaya F'ravda of 13th November 1953 pointed out tha t  the 1953 
developnent plan f o r  pre-school education was ca r r i ed  out only t o  the 
extent of for ty  per cent of the schedule. New building i n  1952 only 
reached f i f t y  per cent  of the programme. The Pol.vmetallic Kombinat 
a t  Zyryanwsk has delayed the building of a new nursery since 1951. 
A t  IJma-Ata the f r u i t  preserving works has not ye t  b u i l t  a kindergarten, 
while the h i t w e a r  factory i n  the  same town has only provided one ldnaer - 
garten f o r  100 children, when the  need i s  f a r  grea te r  a s  most of i t s  
workers a r e  women. 

Primary and secondary schools 

Figures fo r  the number of primary and secondary schools giving a 
general education for  t h e i r  s t a f f  and enrolment have been given alrea'fU. 
The Kazakh Ministry of Education i s  giving a good dea l  of a t tent ion to  
the development of schools in rural areas ,  witk pa r t i cu l a r  reference to  
the imprwement of t h e i r  equipnent, staffing pos i t ion  and inspection. 
Already ear ly  tliis year according t o  Kaeakhstanskaya Pravda, 4,100 
young graduate teachers were serving i n  v i l l a g e  schools and i n  the 
course of the year;; fur ther  3,500 teachers  with higher and s e c o n d a ~  
education d i p l a a s  a r e  t o  be posted t o  v i l l age  schools throughout the 
count~y .  They w i l l  include 600 teachers  of mathematics and physics 
and 450 teachers of Russian language and l i t e r a t u r e .  Apart f ram 
and secondary schools giving a general education, i n  1950 there mere 75 
factory schools givlng workshop t r a in ing  with aver 12,000 yomg people 
on t h e i r  r o l l s ;  23 a r t i s a n  schools with w e r  5,000 pupils;  and 40 
r a i l m y  schools with aver 3,000 children. These schools, lcnmiT"I a s  
n ~ r i m r y  professional schools", t r a i n  laver-grade technicians. Mime 
grade technicians and profeeaianal worlceps a r e  t ra ined  at "secondaly 
professional schoolsw and in '1951 Kazaki~stan had 64 tekhnikums, 5 schoO1s 
of music and d r a m t i c  art, 2 cu l tura l  education schools,  17 medical scho0ls~ 
1 l a w  school, 7 agr icu l tura l  schools, and 25 teacher-training schools. 

The extension of f u l l  secondary ten-year education i s  a matter Of 

considerable concern t o  the au thor i t ies ,  & the  urgency of the matter 
W be gathered from the fact  tha t  f79 ten-year schools a r e  operating 
on a three-shift  system. It i s  h o p d  tha t  by the end of 1955 none 
need t o  have more than two sh i f t s .  

A c t i x  on d i rec t ives  issued by the Nineteenth Coagress of the 
C m u n i 3 t  m t y  of the  S w i e t  Unlon, the -& f i n i s t ry  of Education 
and the Biucation Department of the  loca l  Soviets have drawn UP plans 
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for the introduction of general ten-year education i n  A h a - A t a ,  the 
&last towns, and a l s o  in Leninogorsk and Balkhash, This involves 
raising the 1952 f igure of 733 ten-year schools by 100 and stepping 
up the number of pupils of the eighth, n in th  and ten th  classes ,  which 
stood a t  143,174 ear ly  i n  1954 by more than 46,000 by the end of 
next year. Already a t  the s t a r t  of the  1953-54 school year i t  w a s  
claimed that more thanrinety per cent of the  pupils who completed tlzeir 
seven-year course were admitted t o  the  8 th  c lass .  By 1955 it i s  hoped 
that the enrolment of pupi ls  i n  the eighth c l a s s  w i l l  be nearly double 
the corresponding f igure fo r  -1952, 

This w i l l  mean a big building programme and the provision of about 
30,700 new places i n  secondary schools i n  the pr incipal  towns. The 
three-shift system i s  most in evidence a t  Alma-Ata. Here two new 
schools a re  t o  be b u i l t .  The Ministry of Eaucation i s  t o  bui ld two 
mare schools a t  Kustanai and one each a t  Petropivlovsk and Taldy-Kurgan; 
and other minis tr ies  and of f i ce s  a r e  t o  construct 23 schools wi th  13,760 
places i n  1955. Besides this, the  completion of schools now under con- 
struction w i l l  provide 3,320 new places i n  towns and 6,220 new places in 
rural d i s t r i c t s .  

Training of t eaohers 

A Congress of Teachers of the Kazakh SSR, which took place a t  Alma- 
Ata in July 1953, was attended by 1,200 educationists;  par t icu lar  
attention was paid t o  t he  problem of teacher-training and of subject,- 
teaching, It i s  proposed t o  deal  with these two subjects i n  the l i g h t  
of crit icism voiced a t  the Conpess. 

It was s t ressed tha t  a l a rge  number of teachers,  especially i n  
Primary schools, were not wel l  t r a ined  i n  the theory and praat ice of 
teaching, especial ly  in the teaching of Russian language and l i t e r -  
ature. Too often t h e i r  only method was t o  read passages from a 
and make children take down from dic ta t ion  o r  copy a few p a r a ~ a ~ h s .  
In the case of children enter ing m i m e  schools (i.e. ten-year schools) 
from Provincial primary Kazakh scl-,~ols, t h e i r  inadequate howledge of 

which was a b ig  handicap i n  fur ther  s tudies ,  was largely due 
to the Pow knowledge t h e i r  primary teachers possessed of the Russian 
l a n ~ g e .  The f a i lu re  t o  cu l t i va t e  Russian a s  a l i v e  medium of express- 
ion was very evident, 

Although the  republic had 25 t r a in ing  i n s t i t u t e s  fo r  teachers i n  
'951, against a f igure of seven such i n s t i t u t e s  i n  the pre-revolut i0I-Y 
p e r i d  which turned out teachers for  Russian and the then c a l l e d  'Russo- 
Kirgizn schools, the shortage of hi@y qual i f ied teachcrs i n  Kazakh 
schools is s t i l l  acute. I n  m k h a s h ,  especial ly ,  the Wakh schools 
suffer through the lack of spec ia l i s t  s t a f f  and even of inspecting off4ic - 

who h o w  the &z& language. One school has t o  r e l y  for most of 
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the  teaching of its senior  c l a s se s  on part-time he lp  received from teachers 
on the  s t a f f s  of other schools. This includes a l l  the teaching of 
mathematics, physics and cheicistry. A s  there  i s  no control ler  of educ- 
a t ion  who knows the  Kazkh language, the  Kazakh schools often do not ham 
an inspection fo r  years  and a r e  i n  e f f e c t  outside the control of the tom 
education departments. 

Subject -t eaching problems 

The m j o r  subject d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered i n  Kazakhstan are 
those r e l a t i ng  t o  the teaching of languages and science. 

On the language problem, the  Congress of Teachers reported serious 
shortcomings both i n  the teaching of the "native" language i n  Russian 
schools and i n  the teaching of Russian in Kazakh schools. The import- 
ance of a good howledge of Russian a s  a means t o  national advance i s  
repeatedly s t ressed  i n  repor t s  of the speeches. 

Yhe knowledge of t he  Russian -- t he  language of the great Russian 
people -- has become an essent ia l  fo r  the  c rea t ive  cul tural  
development of a l l  the people," 

s a id  Comrade EeeTur.hriluva. Another speaker re fer red  t o  the need to  e l i ~ -  
i na t e  

n defects i n  t he  teaching of Russian language and l i t e r a t u r e ,  and 
thus t o  remove a l l  obstacles t o  the  process of assimilation bY the 
youth of Kazakhstan of the great  t r ea su res  of advanced Russian 
culture.  " 

For these defects not only the ignoragnce of Russian on the @ of 
Kazakh teachers i s  found t o  be responsible; there  is  a l s o  a lack of 
d i rec t ion  from the Ministqr of Education and a shortage of teaching manuals 
which  throws the teachers on t h e i r  own reeources. The lack  of tat- 
books is  a l so  a handicap i n  t e a c l h g  Kasakh language and l i t e r a t m e *  

Pract ical  t echnioal educat i an  

The Condress of Teachers discussed the  unsat isfactory and often 
abstract  mnner i n  which subjects l i k e  mathematics, physics, chemistg 
and biolom a r e  taught. A c e r t a i n  minimum of prac t ica l  laboratory 
was held t o  be desirable  and it m e  s t ressed  that students 3 h d d  be 
f 'd l ia r ized  with the prac t ica l  appl icat ions of science in industlY 
agriculture.  

In  the urn-bta oblast some teachers have t r i e d  in introduce 
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an element of prac t ica l  technical  education b i t e k h n i z a t s i a )  i n t o  
their syllabus. This includes increased laboratory and e x p r h e n t a l  
work, and v i s i t s  t o  f ac to r i e s ,  kolkhozes, sovkhozes and MT s tat ions.  
Practical projects a r e  introduced i n t o  mathematics teaching. Chemistry 
i s  linked with ins t ruc t ion  i n  the  use of f e r t i l i z e r s  and other chemic- 
als in agriculture t o  increase y i e lds ,  f igh t  pests  and t r e a t  plant 
diseases. The proper teaching of biology i s  most important i n  rural 
schools. The shortage of equipment f o r  prac t ica l  work i s  a big 
drawback and r e l i ance  has t o  be placed on the  wi l l ing  cooperation 
of the h r t y  and of f ac to r i e s ,  farms and other organizations. 

Teachers ' idea ls  

The teachers1 des i r e  f o r  improved conditions and higher standards 
i s  reflected i n  t h e i r  c r i t i c i sm of those of t h e i r  colleagues who are  
unqualified and i n  consequence lower the general l eve l  of education. 
It was stated tha t  mamy children do not ge t  promotion and have t o  
repeat a year i n  the same c l a s s  owing t o  poor progress. 3chool 
attendance i s  another problem: despi te  the high pl-oportion of t h e  
PoPfLation enumerated a s  attending school, i t  would s e e m  t ha t  many 
children s t i l l  do not go t o  school and for  t h i s  those i n  authori ty  a r e  
b l e d  for  f a i l i n g  i n  t h e i r  duty. m y  children do not en ter  school 
o r  leave i n  the middle of t he  year. A c onsiderable proportion of these  
are Kazakh g i r l s  whose parents do not want t o  have them educated. 
Transport d i f f i c u l t i e s  m y  make attendance d i f f i c u l t  and the need for  
special boarding schools fo r  the chi ldren of workers on c a t t l e  kolkhozes 
and for proper t ransport  f a r  these children was s t ressedat  the Congress. 

The need for  close contact with the people i s  a l so  rea l ized  by 
the profession. nThe people's teacher sa id  one speakersus t  be closely 
connected with the masses and be responsible fo r  da i ly  cu l tura l  and 
~ o l i t i c a l  cooperation with -I;hep,, The Soviet teacher should be an ac t ive  
assistant of the W t y  and help t o  carry Soviet ideas t o  the people". 
In th i s  connection it i s  s igni f icant  tha t  the ro l e  of associat ions of 
Parents i n  the education of children is  f e l t  t o  be v~orthy of developm~l~t 

Extbook d i f f i c u l t i e s  - - -  
Most schools i n  a z a m s t a n  a r e  short  of textbooks. I n  1953, 

Of 100 books i n  the  E$z&l language which should have been published, 
appeared and even these were not a l l  avai lable  i n  suf f ic ien t  numbers. 

The dis t r ibut ion of books i s  not supervised by the loca l  education 
'e~artmentS. A number of the boob not gr intea were for  t h e  study 

Russian l a n m g e  and l i t e r a t u r e  jq kzak11 s c l ? o ~ l . ~ . ~ n ~ ~  c,f kzak1.l 
l a m l a ~  and l i t e r a t u r e  :in auussian schools. This omg agsmvntcd, 
the d i f f i cu l t i e s  of language teaching already mentioned. 
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B u i l d i n ~ s  and equipment 

The rapid growth of towns i n  t he  wake of indus t r ia l iza t ion  and the 
increase i n  seven-year and ten-year education has l e d  t o  widespread 

accomodation problems. The three-shif t  system i n  Alma-Ata has been 
~lnentiuned. Many schools lack  labora tor ies  and s tudy-rooms, One 
g i r l s '  school i n  Alma-Ata has t e n  c l a s s  roams whel-t; i t  needs a t  least 
27 f o r  i t s  1,100 pupils. The physics mistress  complains of her inamity 
t o  carry out the  minimum of prac t ica l  work owing t o  the  lack of laborator- 
ies .  To provide space fo r  e s sen t i a l  study-rooms, tenants of p a r k  of 
the  premises should be evicted but  nothing has been done i n  the matter. 
Other schools which may have rooms of ten  lack  equipnent and Kazsnab~ros, 
the agency f o r  supplying schools equipment, l acks  proper storage arrange- 
ments, a s  a r e s u l t  of which much cos t ly  apparatus i s  spo i l t  i n  damp 
basements. 

The same shortages a r e  reported i n  all pa r t s  of the  Republic 
and part icular ly with regard t o  boarding schools and t o  housing for 
teachers. T h e l a c k o f  h o u s i n g o f t e n l e a d s  teachers t o c h a n g e t h e i r  
posts and this causes frequent changes of s t a f f  i n  the  schools. 

Throughout Kazakhstan b ig  building programmes have been approved. 
Between 1951 and 1955, 750 new schools should be b u i l t  i n  the republic, 
but construction seems t o  be behind schedule and in 2952 orily half of the 
planned number of new school buildings were completed, and most of them 
i n  the l a t t e r  half  of the year. Delays have been part icular ly bad 
i n  A l m a - A t a ,  DzhambuL, Aktyubinsk, Sernipalatinsk, GuTyev, Karaganda and 
fi~l4I.aa oblasts ,  especial ly  i n  the rural areas.  The MinietV of 
Education i s  blamed f o r  not fos te r ing  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the problem and 
for  f a i l i ng  t o  supply loca l  bodies wtth plans and technical  helps 

In c d u s i c n  th accepted standard of what a good school should be 
i s  worth recomng.  A new h d d l e  school should serve 440 pupils. 
Besides c lass  rooms, it should have labora tor ies ,  two rooms for  laboratoe 
assis tai l ts ,  a gymnasium, changing rooms where spor t s  equipment can also 
be kefl, shower baths, a l i b r a r y ,  a refectory,  a study fo r  youth organizations 
(pioneers, Komsomol), a medical room, a siaf'f room, the director 's  s t u a  

the office, This would e n t a i l  a floor space of 1,332 square metres 
and should meet the needs both of urban & -a1 areas. It i s  felt  
t ha t  SoIE of the out-size schools, b u i l t  t o  serve 880 pupils,  have been 
a mistake; among other handicaps pupi ls  of ten have t o  come from quite a 
long distance. Everyone it i s  f e l t ,  would be b e t t e r  off with less 
cent ra l iza t ion  of schoole. 

Sources 

1 . Central !!.r;i.~~ h e s s .  
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1952. 



KAZAKHSTAN 

SYR-DARYA: A KAZAKH NOVEL 

Sabit Mukanov, whose recent novel Syr-Darya is  reviewed below, 
i s  a w e l l - h m  Kazakh wri te r .  His books include novels, plays 
and history. Some of them have met with a qual i f ied reception 
and he has a t  various times bcen c r i t i c i zed  fo r  glor ifying the  
feudal past. I n  h i s  introductory-essay t o  the colnplete works 
of the poet Dzhambul, fo r  instance, he was accused of put t ing 
a wrong in te rpre ta t ion  on several of Dzhambulls published songs 
which, i t  was claimed,were de l ibera te ly  d is tor ted  by 'bourg- 
eois na t iona l i s tb  t o  include sentiinents which Dzhambul could 
never have held. Mukanov a l so  c o l l a b r a t e d  i n  the compilation 
of the History of the Kazakh SSR (Alma-~ta, 1943) which has  
since been discredited. 

The following i s  an abridged t rans la t ion  of the  review 
of the Russian t r ans l a t ion  of Syr-Darya by B. Vadetski which 
appeared i n  Druzhba Narodov No. I. of 1954. 

As the theme of h i s  book the author has chosen the construction of a 
vast i r r i ga t ion  c& i n  Kazakhstan, the transformation of Nature and 
i t s  harnessing i n  the service of mankind - a spacious and s ignif icant  
canvas, which demands a pa l e t t e  endowed with great wealth and va r i e ty  
of colour. 

Nothing on this sca l e  has ever before been attempted in Kazafi 
l i terature.  The characters  cover a wide range of human a c t i v i t y  
and include i r r i g a t i o n  experts,  constructional engineers, labourers, 
collective farmers and town dwellers;  there is  a wedth of 
descriptive d e t a i l  embracing the pre-war period, the Civil War and 
the events of the last few years;  and the complexity of the 
author's l i n e  of thought bears witness t o  h i s  a r t i s t i c  boldness and 
mature experience. 

A vivid power of descr ipt ion,  a markedly poetic form of expression 
and a l i v e  and f a i th fu l  descr ipt ion of ru ra l  l i f e  i n  Kazakhstan a re  

which become a t  once and s t r i k ing ly  apparent; but when the 
author approaches more abstract  themes or  t u r n s  from ru ra l  l i f e  t o  
subjects with wlech he i s  personally l e s s  familiar - the delineation 

character, descr ipt ions of urban l i f e  and the s w i f t  act ion of w a r  - 
he tends t o  lose  h i s  a r t i s t i c  powers of expression. 

'I"wo young students,  Baizhan and his fiancee, G ~ d n a r ,  a re  both 
awarded t h e i r  diplomas - he a s  an engineer and she i n  surgery. 
Together they go t o  the scene of the great i r r i ga t ion  work, where the 

i n  charge i s  t he  Russian engineer Polevoi, ~ y u l ~ a r ' s  father.  



V e ~ y  swif t ly ,  however, t h e i r  b l i s s f u l  and peaceful l i f e  i s  shattered; 
Gyulnar goes t o  the f ron t ,  while her  husband remains on the spot i n  
charge of the c m t r u c t i o n .  When the war ends, they come together 
again on the canal,  the  construction of which has in the meanwhile been 
completed. 

The act ion centres  round the  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  aged engineer, 
Anatoli Kondratevich Polevoi, a p o l i t i c a l  ex i l e  s e t t l e d  i n  Central 
Asia, who has acquired almost t h e  s t a t u s  of an ambassador of the 
Russian people and who has so immersed himself i n  the  language 
and custom of K.azakhstan, t h a t  he has become accepted a s  a t r u e  
Kaaakh. 

I n  both e a r l i e r  and i n  more recent l i t e r a t u r e  there a r e  plenty 
of examples of this favouri te  figure, t h e  Russian as a pioneer of science 
and enlightenment, of progress and new ideas; aB n r e a l  friend of the 
people, s e t t l e d  in Central Asia, f igh t ing  for  i t s  fu ture  and raising his 
voice against imperial Tsa r i s t   colonization^ and t he  author has concen- 
t r a t e d  q of these cha rac t e r i s t i c s  i n  t he  person of Anatoli PoLevoi, 
from whom emanate threads t o  all the other characters ,  and t o  whose 
energy, resource, wisdom and experience they a r e  all lndebted i n  varying 
degrees. 

It must, however, be s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  author f a i l s  t o  give aTUr 
concrete idea of the vast  work of canstruct ion i t s e l f ,  of the IELW 
and great d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered, of t he  da i ly  l i f e  of those m3Wed 
i n  the  work. His choice of the  grandiloquent t i t l e ,  Syr-Dwa (t!le 
name of the pr incipal  r i v e r  i n  Kazakhstan) should have compelled 
t o  give a picture both of the massive na tura l  obstacles  confronting the 
enterprise  and of the complicated human re la t ionships  involved. Instead, 
however, he gives the  impression that the  construction of the canal 
proceeds i n  an easy and orderly fashion. He mentions, i t  i s  truey 
that there were cer ta in  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  but the reader does not see them 
or  sense them, and a s  a r e su l t  does not r e a l l y  believe i n  them. 
For example, the author haws  a s  we l l  a s  anybody e l se  tha t  Ka2aWlstaTI 
i s  the pr incipal  stock-breeding area of the East. Yet one of his 
characters i s  made t o  say: "Those who do not h o w  t he  desert  regard it 
a s  a ~ l d e r n e s s ;  i n  r e a l i t y  it contains a s  much fodder a s  you could 
wish for.". But the reader i s  given no p ic ture  e i t h e r  of the d e a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
struggle which atock-breeding involves o r  of the people who wage it* 

The author 's lack of c rea t ive ,  objective thought i n  the l -~andlm 
of m t e r i a l  which i s  strange t o  him has resu l ted  i n  his merely mentiane 
ing, ra ther  than describing, many of the more important face ts  of the 
l i f e  he endeavours t o  portray. 

I n  par t icular ,  the characters of Gyul- and Raizhan a r e  drawn 
in a very perfunctory super f ic ia l  manner. As h i s  successor i n  charge 
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of the construction, the aged Polevoi chooses h i s  son-in-law, a l a d  
who has only just  passed his examinations, and gives him plenipotent- 
iary powers. A l l  this is  arranged i n  a very friendly fasllion, though 
i t  has, admittedly, the  sanct ion of t he  local authori t ies .  But the 
reader does not see Baizhan a t  work and has no idea of how well or how 
badly he car r ies  out h i s  h p r t a n t  task.. T h a t  Sewilderment a t  h i s  
appointment i s  not aroused i n  the reader ' s  mind i s  due simply t o  the 
fact that there i s  very l i t t l e  i n  t he  novel about the ac tua l  construct- 
ion, and consequently the reader ' s  c r i t i c a l  judgement i s  riot c a l l e d  
upon t o  k t i o n .  

The portrayal of t he  r e l a t i ons  between the young married couple 
i s  weak, unconvincing, lacking in romance and psychologically faulty. 
The subsidiary characters ,  on the other hand, a r e  much b e t t e r  drawn 
and much more l i f e - l i k e  - &s&pi, the C h a i r m a n  avid on all occasions 
to derrionatrate the happy s t a t e  of t he  kolkhoe over which he presides; 
Rakhmet , the Party worker; Tartyk, the  t r a i t o r .  Put even here,  
the novel i s  over-populated with characters,  who a r e  merely mentioned 
rather than portrayed, and the dialogue and descr ipt ion of events i s  
often prolix and verbose. 

I n  sp i te  of these obvious blemishes, there i s  no doubt t h a t  
Sabit Mukanw possesses both a wealth of poetic descr ipt ive power and 
the ta lent  of p l a s t i c ,  objective portrayal. Excellent, for example 
i s h i s p o r t r a i i ; ; ~ f  t : ~ c c o l o u r f d o l d a r t i s t ,  Sarbai. S a r b a i i s a  
noted kolkhoznik, a hero of s o c i a l i s t  farming, but a l s o  a Very old 
man; accustomed t o  relying on h i s  own experience and avoiding 
a l l  i~OVat i0nS - chemical f e r t i l i z e r s  or whatever they m y  be - he 
gradually and painful ly  comes t o  the  conclusion tha t  "science i s  more 
Powerful than experi&ncen and t h a t  he, Sarbai, in h i s  old age has 
s t i l l  a l o t  t o  learn. And a t  a wealth of somewhat coarse, l oca l  
humour, of c ra f ty  resource and of zes t  fo r  l i f e  Mows fram the l i p s  of 
old Sarbai! 

In general, the kolkhozniks and the  workers a r e  drawn much more 
vividly than a r e  t he  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  and the descriptions of nature 
and the Kazakh rural way of l i f e  a r e  immeasurably superior t o  the 
stoly of the construction of the  canal. 

Sabit  Mukanov is  one of those ta len ted  a r t i s t s  i n  the  use of wards, 
from whom we have the r igh t  t o  a the highest possible standard; 
and the spacious conception on which he has based his l a t e s t  work t ends 
Only t o  emphasize t h i s  ri&t. The new t rans la t ion  by Leonid Soboliev 
i s  superior t o  i t s  predecessor; it succeeds i n  preserving the picture- 
"qUf!ncss of' the or ig ina l  and a t  the same time it has softened a d  given 
l i f e  t o  the l e s s  successful p s s a g e s  of the  work. 

With a l l  i t s  v i r tues  and f au l t s ,  Syr-Darya i s  a new s tep  forward 
along the creat ive path the author and a s igni f icant  milestone 
in the development of Kazakh l i t e r a t u r e .  
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The importance of the cinema to the Soviet regime need hardly be 
emphasized. Lenin's precept that the cinema of all the arts is the 
moat important and the most effective as a means of spreading C o d s t  
enlightenment among the masses is still the guiding principle of the 
Soviet film industry. And today, more than at any time in the past, 
the cinema is regarded as an indispensable auxiliary of the Party in 
educating the people "in the spirit of Communism and Soviet patriotism." 
The emphasis placed by the Soviet authorities on the cinema does not 
mean, hawever, that the film industry in Russia only came into being 
since the Revolution; in fact a start had already been mde by the 
turn of the century, The first film shows were held in I896 but, as 
in the West, the building of cinemas did not really begin until about 
1908; in that year Drankov produced the first Russian film, Ste* 
Razin. By 1915, the number of cinemas in Russia totalled 1412; of 
these 1279 were in the towns and 133 in rural districts, and, in the 
territory today covered by Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and 
kghia, 52 cinemas had been built. The Soviet govermEnt thus 
inherited an already existing film industry which they have cornidera- 
bly expanded. On 1st January 1954, it was claimed in the press that 
there were 49,000 cinemas in the whole of the Soviet Union and that of 
these 38,000 were in districts. Although references to the 

in the Central Asian press are fragmentary and infrequent, it 
appear, from figures quoted later in this article, that i.n the 

Central Asian republics Kazakhstan too the number of cinemas has 
and that film studios are flourishing. 

I. Studios and film Production 

The first film studios in Central. Asia were established in Tashkent 
and atalinabad before the Second World W a r .  Documentary, instructional 
and feature films were already being prduced here when the main Soviet 
studios, Mosfilm and Leninfilm were evacuated to Alma-Ata, Tashkent and 
Stalinabad from European hssia in 1 941 . During the w a r  the bulk of 

film production was carried out in Central Asia; L hie included 



a considerable number of p a t r i o t i c  and war propaganda films and several 
documentaries. 

Since the end of the w a r  all the  ex is t ing  f i lm  studios i n  Central 
Asia have been completely reconstl-ucted and extended; several new ones 
have been bu i l t ,  pa r t i cu l a r  a t t en t ion  being paid t o  those specializing 
i n  the production of documentary and ins t ruc t iona l  films. This 
reconstruction i s  sa id  t o  have l e d  t o  a r ad ica l  improvement i n  the 
techniques of film production and t o  have enabled the  introduction of 
colour processes, Agfa mostly being used. 

One of the main f'unctions of the  Central Asian f i lm stuiiios 
seems t o  be the dubbing of f i lms i n t o  the  nat ive languages, a process 
which was s t a r t e d  in 1940. I n  Alma-Ata, f o r  Fnstance, i n  the period 
194.5-52, eighty fi lms were dubbed i n t o  Kazakh. This work i s  conside- 
red t o  be of great  p o l i t i c a l  and cu l tu ra l  importance. Judging by 
press reports ,  however, it does not always f u l f i l  i t s  purpose as  not 
a l l  of the dubbed f i lms a r e  shown; thus according t o  a recent state- 
ment of the poet Idirshakar, the Central Administration of Cinemato- 
graphy i n  Tadzhikistan of ten  neglects  t o  show films dubbed into 
Tadzhik t o  the masses. 

Uzbekistan 

The la rges t  and best-equipped f i lm  studios i n  Central Asia are 
those in Tashkent. Much of t h e i r  work cons is t s  i n  the  dubbing of 
Russian f i l m s  i n to  Uzbek and, apart  from documentaries, not 
or iginal  f i l m s  a r e  produced. Among recent ly  dubbed films are  Honour 
of the Comrade, the long h i s t o r i c a l  f i l m  Albanian Warrior SkanderbeR, 
the c m a y  -Is Wedding, and ins t ruc t iona l  f i l m s  such a s  Science 
and Technique. 

The productloll of ful l - length feature f i l m s  i s  considerably 
l l a ~ p e r e d  by the  lack of scenarios and the  absence of capable script- 
m i t e r s .  A t  a conference of Uzbek wr i t e r s  held towards the  e d  
l a s t  year, the delegates admitted t h a t  most of them had no experience 
in m i t i n g  for  films, but pointed out t h a t  t he  subjects suggested by 
the Minister of Culture, such a s  ser icu l ture  sheep-rearing Were not 
sui table  for  feature f i l m .  They a l so  referred t o  the  impossibility 
of obtaining technical advice from f i l m  ed i to r s  who were said t o  be 
both scarce and mpproachable.  The pos i t ion  was summed up a t  the end 
of l a s t  Year i n  an a r t i c l c  i n  Pravda Vostoka which concluded with the 
warning tha t  "it is high time the  senior o f f i c i a l s  of the m i s t r Y  
Culture and of the f i lm industry real ized t h a t  unlees competent and 
art-loving wr i te rs  a r e  freed from a l l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and afforded evenn 
f a c i l i t y ,  no good sc r ip t s  w i l l  be wr i t ten  and no good fibs produceda 
Matters have since been somewhat improved by the s e t t i n g  up of a Spec- 
ial tin- c m s s i o n ,  and the f oll-ng m i t e r s  have t o  try 
t h e i r  hands a t  script-writing: K, Yashan, M. Sheverdin, T m  fittkkh, 
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and V. Milshakov. It i s  pointed out i n  the press t h a t  the m i t e r s  a re  
heartened and inspired by the  f ac t  t h a t ,  with an o r g m z a t i o n  t o  look 
after their  i n t e r e s t s  a s  scr ipt-wri ters ,  they can now hope t o  see t h e i r  
work presented on the  screen without its being transformed by countless 
hands into a mere pastiche. 

Apart from documentaries and travelogues, the l i f e  of the Kirgiz 
has not un t i l  recent ly been the  subject of any feature film. I n  Apri l  
of this  year, however, the  s c r i p t  of a f i lm Sultanat w a s  printed i n  
Iskusstvo Kino. The author of the s c r i p t  i s  R. Budantseva and the -- 
subject of the f i lm i s  the  development of mountain pastures in Kirgizia. 
On 4th June 1954 a revfew by E. Loktev of the sc r ip t  appeared in 
Sovetshya Kirgizia. This review i s  of i n t e re s t  i n  t ha t  i t  sheds l i g h t  
not only on the substance of the projected f i lm but a l so  on the c r i t e r i a  
of a Soviet f i lm c r i t i c .  

Commenting generally on the sc r ip t  Loktev claims tha t  it suffers  
from "a nnilt iplicity of themes, lacks a c l ea r ly  defined plot  and is  
overburdened with s ide  issues . . . . . . This re su l t s  i n  most of the 
scenes being slow and d u l l  and without action. Oppressed by the abun- 
dance of her problems the author i s  constrained t o  provide ready-made 
solutions rather  than depict  the  searchings, con f l i c t s  and the i n i t i a -  
tive of her characters;  i n  consequence, the re la t ions  between them are  
sketchily and hurr iedly drawn.' Loktev goes on t o  say tha t  "the 
Solution of the m a h  problem i s  primitive,n and that "the r e l a t i on  
bebeen science and l i f e  and the impact of science on na turd  i s  drawn 
unconvincingly and with l i t t l e  imagination. 'Among the characters in 
the he wr i tes ,  Itare workers of the I n s t i t u t e  for Sc i en t i f i c  
Research in to  Stock-breeding and Agronorqy but the a c t i v i t i e s  of these 

(inclubing the hero, ~ z h o o m r t j  a r e  depicted by such Scenes 
as a v iew of Dzhoomart reading a barometer i n  a s t o m ,  a group of people 
bending over furrows where grasses a r e  just  beginning t o  S a w ,  and 

a shot of Sul tanat ,  the heroine, walking quickly through the 
experimental s t a t i o n  looking f o r  Dzhoomart . " 

Lokt ev k t h e r  claims tha t  t he  overburdened scenario prevents the 
author fiom developing the main theme - the l o t  of a Soviet f i rg iz  

The Soviet people, he says, a r e  characterized by t h e i r  work for  
the g o d  of the nation, but not so Sultanat,  the central  figure of the 

She has not the  welfare of the kolkhoz a t  heart  and i s  more 
with wooing winning ~zhoo-t than with acquiring techni- 

cal hawledge. Altogether, too much of the f i lm sc r ip t  i s  devoted t o  
questions of lovej  and the  posi t ion of Sultanat,  a married woman w i t h  

a ten-year old son, f a l l i ng  i n  lo= with a young agronomist for whose 
she leaves both son and husband i s  considered an unfair  and u n c w -  

acteri3tic ref l .ect ion on a Soviet fir& woman. The author in fac t ,  



says Loktev, has failed to portray a t,ypical Kirgiz wonan, 

Loktev finds other faults in the scenario: it fails, for instance 
to shm the Party spirit in the life of a kolkhoz. As a result, the 
administration of the kolkhoz appears to be in the hands of lazy bureau- 
crats. The author, claims Loktev, "was quite free to show or not to 
shaw Party workers, but it was her duty to display the influence, the 
role and the place of the Party in village life." Also unsatisfactory 
is the dialow. Most of the characters speak not like Kirgiz but like 
Russians and there is a complete absence of that turn of phrase which 
distinguishes one character from another. 

Loktev concludes by saying that the author has failed "to portray 
the Soviet man, his growth, new qualities, new moral code, his victoq 
over out-of-date people. The scenario of Sultanat in its present form 
cannot serve as a basis for a film about the life of the Rirgiz people, 
it will have to be considerably rewritten." 

Kazakhstan 

As in the other Central Asian republics, the film studios of 
Kazakhstan appear to be producing mostly documentaries and instructio- 
nal films. Established in 1934 (although documentaries and pewsreels 
were already being made there as early as 1928) the studios have been 
particularly active since the war. In I945 the long film Son= of 
Abai was mde, and in 195'1 the first oolour documentary Soviet 
Kazakhstan was released. Apart from film-ding, the studio issues 
~nnully forty-eight numbers of a cinema review Sovetskii Razakhs- 
published both in Russian and in makh. 

Recently the Alma-Ata studios produced a film Poem of Love based 
on the lbakh national poem Tale of Kozy-Korpesh and Bayan Slue The 
script has been written by the Kazakh writer Gabit Musrepov and the 
film produced by Aimanov and Gakkel. All the events of the poem are 
unfolded against the authentic landscape of the steppes, mountains, 

and sult~y, arid deserts of Kazakhstan, The film is said to be well- 
acted, particular praise being paid to Zhandarbekova Fn whose perfar- 

as the heroine, Bayan are reflected all the best qualities of the 
Kazakh people such as dignity, bravery, loyalty in friendehip lave# 
spiritual beauty and a quick innate intelligence. Although not in 
colour, the film is said to mark a considerable advance of the Young 
Kazakh film industry and a grcrwing mastery on the part of producers 
and actors to create a mture work of art. 

11. Cinemas and Film Distribution 

Uzbekistan 



that the number would be k t . o ~ ~ u ~ : i  up t o  970 by the end of 1950. A 
report of 15th December 1953 siniied t h a t  i n  the rural d i s t r i c t s  alone 
there were 831 cinemas a s  against 758 a t  the beginning of the year. 
No figures a re  given f o r  t he  number of cinemas i n  towns, but judging by 
the announcements which appear daily i n  F'ravda Vostoka there a r e  six- 
teen i n  Tashkent. Here, a s  i n  other towns of Central Asia, whatever 
the number of cinemas, ~t is  not uncommon fo r  the same f i lm t,o be shown 
in several cinemas a t  the same time. Foreign films a r e  occasionally 
seen, and i n  April the Uzbek press advertlsed a new Chinese fi lm, Gate 
No, 6 said t o  have been "wri t ten by the stevedores of Tien ts in  port ,"  

Despite the increased number of cinemas i n  ru ra l  areas ,  many people, 
it i s  said, a r e  s t i l l  deprived of cinema entertainment. A t  the 
Akhunbabaev kolkhoz of the Tashkent oblast ,  only four films were shown 
in ten months, although every mobile cinema uni t  i s  expected t o  serve 
seven kolkhozes a t  l e a s t  th ree  times a month each. Of the f i l m s  shown, 
m y  had defective sound-tracks and some none at al l .  According t o  
press reports,  the d i s t r i bu t ion  and exhibi t ion of films has been prti- 
culai-1,: unsatisfactory i n  Kara-Kalpakia, and i n  the Kashh-Darya and 
Khorezm oblasts. This i s  considered t o  be especially deplorable in 
view of the f ac t  tha t  in 1953 the cinema d i s t r i bu t ion  agencies of 
Uzbekistan received new projection equipment of Russian design and 
manufacture. 

A similar s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  appears t o  ex i s t  i n  Kirgizia. The 
republic has 342 c inems,  80 of which belong t o  trade-unions; and 
although i n  1 953 15,000 f i lm s h m  were held, i n  many of the  r u r a l  clubs 
not a single film was seen for  months, and the posi t ion does not seem 
l o  have ir.iproved since,, Often films cannot be shown because spare 
Parts for the project ion equipment have not been supplied in time by 
the &n.istry of Culture; the Issyk-Kul Bureau of Cinematopaph. has 
Provided no spare pa r t s  t o  trade-union cinemas fo r  more than two 
Years, Sometimes a l s o  film shows have t o  be cancelled because of 

of admission t i c k e t s  A t  Orto-Tokoi fo r  this reason, no 
shaw was held fo r  t en  days. Against t h i s ,  however, it i s  point- 

ed out that  e f f o r t s  a r e  being made t o  es tab l i sh  regular f i lm 
ln the mourLtain areas  of the republic,  and already a number of fi lms 
have been brought t o  remote v i l lages  hardly accessible t o  motor 
traneport. 

h e  has been well  supplied with foreign films j in April of 
this Year, three I t a l i a n  film were shown, ho-penny~or th  of How, 
& ! !  Eleven o 'Clock and Road of Hope, a l l  dealing with UnemploYment and 
the l i fe  of the workers, These films were great ly  praised by both the 
Russian and the Central Asian Dress for  t h e i r  "realismn and "truth9- 
Among other fi lms recent ly sh- here were The Roumanian People 's 
&'.!2!2- and Life of Mozart. 
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Tadzhikis tan 

In Tadzhikistan there were 284 cinemas in 1953 and in the course 
of t h a t  year over 6,000 f i l m  shows were given in r u r a l  d i s t r ic t s .  A t  
present, s i x  t o  eight  f i lms are  s h m  per  month in each kolkhoz. 
Shortcomings are, however, reported from a nuniber of d i s t r i c t s :  in 
the Kulyab raion the quota f o r  f l lm shows was only f u l f i l l e d  by 42 per 
cent, and elsewhere a number of f i lms were spoiled through the negli- 
gence and incompetence of the f i lm  operators. 

Turluneni s tan 

In Turlaoenistan, i t  i s  claimed, the number of ~ l r ~ e m a s  is  continu- 
a l l y  growing. By the end of March 1954, the republic had 215 cinemas 
of which 165 were mobile units. Recently f i v e  new permanent cinemas 
were established in the kolkhozes of the Chardzhou and Ashkhabad oblasts. 
The Turkmenistan brlinistry of Culture i s  a l so  supplying the existing 
cinemas with fo r ty  cars ,  f i f  ty-five mobile project ion units, forty-five 
mobile generators. and a la rge  quantity of other  technical equipment. 
But in sp i t e  of t h i s ,  things a re  not a s  good a s  they might be. A t  a 
conference of cu l tu ra l  workers held in Ashkhabad a t  the 'beginning of 
t h i s  year, i t  was s t a t e d  tha t ,  despite the continuous increase and 
improvement in cinemas, the 1953 plan was not  f u l f i l l e d ;  moreover, 
the Glavkinoprokat (Main Film Distr ibutors)  were charged with suPP1.Y- 
in@( the r u r a l  cinemas with o ld  fi lms, while top ica l  and popular 
sc ien t i f ic  f i b  were not adequately used f o r  publicizing advanced 
agricul tural  techniques. Possibly t o  remedy t h i s  omission, a fest i -  
val of agr icu l tura l  f i lms w a s  held in February when such f i lms as 
Complex Mechanization a t  a Cattle-breeding Farm, Early Vegetables, New 
Methods of Potato-planting, and the colour fi lm, mof 
were shown a t  for ty  cinemas and by forty-five mobile units. In spite 
of this, many cri t ic isms a re  still  heard: an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "The 
f i lm show did not take place" which appeared on 16th March in 
b k n s k a y a  Iskra  s a id  t h a t  "of ten in s t ruc t iona l  f i lms are @cklY 
off a s  prologues t o  a main film" and t h a t  "some kolkhoz managers are 
s c o d u l  of the value of ins t ruc t iona l  films." Some, indeed, 0- 

concern themselves w i t h  ge t t i ng  f i lms f o r  entertainment and some even 
refuse t o  Pay f o r  the agr icu l tura l  o r  documentary f i lms sent  t o  them* 
Besides this, in the Kaganovich raion, f i lm  operators of ten spend days 
in search of su i tab le  premises f o r  a fib show because in the whole 
raion the K a l i n i n  kolkhoz club has benches, while in the res t  
the agr icu l tura l  a r t e l s  "there i s  nothing even resembling a seat ;  
people have to stand l i q h t  through the show, often stampiw about in 
order to  keep mrm aa the place i s  not heated - and how can i t  be 
fhe wri ter  asks "when f i lm  shorn frequently take place in c a t t l e  yar?' 
In thete cirolmvltances few people care t o  see even the most in tees t -  
f i l m .  
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Kazakhstan 

Accarding t o  f igures  quoted in the  Soviet Encyclopaedia published 
i n  June 1953, Kazakhstan had by tha t  time 1283 public and 41 7 traae- 
union and club cinemas. A report  i n  Kazakhstanskaya Pravda of 19th 
September 1953 s ta ted  t h a t  there were 11 29 cinemas i n  the rural d i s t r i c t s  
and that of t h i s  number 851 were mobile uni ts .  The increase i n  the 
number of mobile uni t s  s ince 19L5, it i s  claimed, i s  shown by the f ac t  
that whereas nuwadays one mobile uni t  serves f ive  t o  seven v i l lages ,  in 
1945 it had t o  serve as many as twenty-nine. Moreaver, the paper 
claimed, many individual film operators have exceeded the s t i pu la t ed  
quota of twenty-two f i lm  s h m s  per month. In the Alma-Ata oblast,  
since the spring of 1952, one f i lm operator has been serving f ishing 
kolkbazes and f i s h  depots of the Balkhash raion with a f i lm uni t  i n s t a l l ed  
in a motor boat and has averaged t h ~ r t y - f i v e  shows per month. I n  recent 
months the fishermen of the raion were shown the films Dzhambul, 
Bogfhr~ Rhmelnitskii, Wedding with a D o w r y ,  and a number of instruct ional  
films. 

In sp i te  of these ac)-Levements, hawever, the  planned quota of f 

shows for rural c o m i t i e s  has not been reached, and accounts of delays 
and defects are reported from various ca t t le -heeding  ko lkhzes  and 
villages. The blame for  t h i s  i s  placed both on the kolkhoz managers 
on the cinema o f f i c i a l s .  In the maganda oblast , f o r  instance, most 
of the film uni t s  belong t o  the trade-unions . These club cinemas ca t e r  
for over for ty per cent of the cinema-going public of the oblast.  But 
they ~ ~ I U - I O ~  make f u l l  use of t h e i r  resources because of the obstructive 
attitude of the Central A&iinistration of cinematography, which often 
ref'uses a club permission t o  s e t  up a f i lm projector  i f  one of the 
Administration's c m  c i m s  i s  i n  the vicini ty .  It i s  a l so  pointed 
Out that managers and other c ine~m o f f i c i a l s  a r e  often absent from t h e i r  
Work for days a t  a timet t h i s  i s  because in order t o  obtain booklets of 
tickets for  provincial cinemas, the representatives of every loca l  mobile 
film unit a r e  required t o  report  personally t o  the Karawda  Department 
of Culture. Thus, for  instance, the chairman of the DzhezWgan Palace 

Culture recent ly spent ten days on such a journey and his expenses 
516 rubles. The advisabi l i ty  of forwarding the t i cke t s  by 

post has been mooted, but the Kmal& Ministry of Culture has so fa r  
taken no measures t o  bring t h i s  about, The complaint i s  a l so  made that 
more c ~ ~ e m a s  a r e  b u i l t  i n  the t o ~ m s  at the  expense of the C O U ~ ~ I ~  j the 

given is tha t  cinemas i n  the rural areas do not pay t h e i r  my. 

Technically the  working of the cinemas is  said t o  be adequate1 the 
Kaeakh school for  cine-meohanics, during the f i f t een  years of i t s  exis- 
tence has trained 2,386 operators, including 700 girls, and i s  a t  present 

i t  e ac t iv i t i e s .  



Conclusions 

Although the available material  on the cinema and f i lm industry of 
Central Asia i s  scanty, ce r t a in  fea tures  common t o  a l l  f ive  republics 
are apparent. A considerable increase in the number of cinemas has 
undoubtedly taken place in the years following the war; this increase, 
however, i s  not altogether balanced by a corresponding improvement in 
service, and defects  in the d i s t r ibu t ion  and exhibi t ion of films appear 
t o  be mainly due t o  bad administration. Although foreign films, parti- 
cularly those with a soc ia l  s lan t ,  are  somtimes shown, cinema pro- 
grammes are mostly made up of loca l ly  produced and dubbed Russian films. 
It is c lear  tha t  the cinema i s  regarded primarily a s  a means of educat- 
ian rather than of' entertainment and, despite popular preference for 
feature films, the loca l  f i l m  studios concentrate mostly on the 
produckion and exhibition of ins t ruc t ional  f i lms and documentaries. 
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D O S A A F :  A N  E X P E R I M E N T  I N  P A R A - . M I L I T A R Y  

T R A I N I N G  

Organization and activities - DOSAAF in Central Asi.a - [Jzbelustan - 
Kazhtan - Kirgizia - Turkmenistan - Conclusion. 

DOWF - (D~brovolno~e Obshchest~ro Sodeistviya Armii, Anatsii i EZO~U) - 
b ~ .  A L ~  Farce and N a w  Volunteer Association is an imyortant and 
intkGesting branch of tke Soviet military and para-military organization. 
Formed on an all-Union basis in 1951 by the amalgamation of three 
independent volunteer associations connected respectively to the three 
semices, it would appear to correspond, very loosely and with a far 
wider field of mass application, to a combination of the British school 
and university volunteer system and the Home Guard, or second-line 
defence, 

Its avowed primary purnose 1s to strengthen the defensive powers 
of the Soviet Union, firstlp, by gjvlng to young men and women, prior to 
thei'r call-up for National SeT.vice, a grounding in the elementary indi- 
vidual training of their Service thorou& enough to enable them easily 
and rapidly to assimilate the more complicated collective training when 
they join the armed forces; and secondly, by building up a second-line 
defence force, sufficiently tramed to be able to support and supplement 
the activities of the regular armed forces in time of ~ti0nal emergency 
Or ~nvasion. Its voluntary basis and the extensive ramifications of 
its activities throughout the Union are proudly regarded as proof of the 
esteem in which the Soviet people hold their armed forces and the measure 
ln which they are prepared voluntarily to support them. 

DOSAAF covers a wide range of activity, embracing not only such 
Purely military subjects as rifle and revolver shooting, but also the 
whole field of those individual attainments - motor-driving and cycling, 

and parachute jumping, mechanical and wireless technical knm- 
ledge, skiing, sailing, horse-ship and the like - which are of direct 
lnrportance in the compLex corporate entity of modern armed forces; 4, 
'lnce physical fitness is recognized as the essential basis of all 
military efficiency, games and sports of d l  kinds play an important 
Part in the DOSAAF curriculum. 

The Association is gu.ided in all its numerous activites by the 
and works in close collaboration with trade-union and Komsomol 

Ori:anizat-ions. The first two years of its existence were in the 
"ature of a period of expriment. By the autumn of 1953,  hmever, the 
position was regarded as sufficiently clarified to justi.0 a general 
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stock-taking, and during November and December of t ha t  year reports 
were consolidated, i ne f f i c i en t  and inac t ive  executive members were 
weeded out, a widespread and intensive publ ic i ty  dr ive  was inaugurated, 
new executive committees a t  all l e v e l s  were e lec ted  and the broad lines 
of the Association's permanent future formwere agreed upon. 

Criticisms of the t r i a l  period have been both numerous and severe, 
and t he  r e su l t s  obtained were recognized a s  being l i t t l e  m e  than 
embryonic; from these it was hoped an all-Union Association embracing 
the  whole m a t i a n  would grow. Nevertheless the  Association, in i t s  
present numerical. s t rength and wi th  t h e  degree of all-round efficiency 
at ta ined,  i s  considered already t o  have reached a position, which w i l l  
not only ensure f o r  the future a continuous, sustained and adequate 
dissemination throughout the Union of the  elementary principles of 
m i l i t a q  t r a in ing  and methods of mass-defence, but w i l l  a l so  enable it, 
a s  i t  now stands, t o  make an immediate and valuable contribution in  
case of national emergency. 

Of ac tua l  members, more than twenty per cent already hold certifi-  
ca tes  a s  p i lo t s ,  parachut is ts ,  mechanics, d r ive r s ,  wireless  and 
~ a p h  technicians and operators,  and the l ike .  During 1953 more than 
one and a half mil l ion members of DOSAAF underwent ins t ruc t ion  i n  small- - t ra in ing  and took part i n  rifle and revolver shooting competitions; 
and of them, some two hundred thousand reached the standards la id  down 
for  the  various categories  of marksmanship. The number of q d i f i e d  
p i l o t s ,  parachutists,  designers and other  av ia t ion  technicims has 
already reached twenty-two thousand and is  increasing rapidly. Next 
1 n popularity t o  r i f l e  shooting comes t r a in ing  fo r  the Navy, and nearly 
half a mil l ion volunteered for  courses i n  seamanship and aquatic train- 
i n g  and sports. Detai led s t a t i s t i c s  as regards wire less  technicians, 
qualified mechanics and others a r e  not quoted, but here again the 
response i s  regarded a s  being gra t igr ingly  large. 

In te res t  i n  av ia t ion  i s  by no means confined t o  pract ical  flying* 
G r e a t  emphasis i s  l a i d  on the  importance of the study of aerd+cs# 
and the popular enthusiasm f o r  model a i r c r a f t ,  which appears t o  be 
common throughout the Union, is  pa r t i cu l a r ly  encouraged. BY Novernber 
1953 the r e su l t s  of a l l  model a i r c r a f t  design and performance cowt i -  
t ions throughout the Soviet Union had been scrut jnized,  and twenty- 
four all-Union records were confirmed. Eleven of these, among them 
the  performance of a jet-propelled model which a t ta ined  a speed of 
264 ldlametres per huur , a r e  claimed t o  be world records, 

While it is  not yet possible t o  form any estimate of present Or 

future mmbership, the f igures  quoted above a r e  suf f ic ien t  t o  shorn that 
is a movement of considerable importance, capable of plwing an 

inportant ro l e  i n  national defence i n  case of sudden emergency and of 
" a k l ~ I ;  a large and valuable contribution t o  the strength of the soviet 
armed forces. 
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DOSAAF i n  Central A s i a  

From i t s  inception i n  1951, DOSAAF was launched a s  an  all-Union 
movement sinniltaneously and on a uniform pa t te rn  throughout a l l  the 
republics of the USSR. I n  Central Asia, a s  elsewhere, the a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  the f i r s t  two years were of an exploratory character,  which culmina- 
ted, as i n  Russia i t s e l f ,  with a general stock-taking i n  the autumn of 
1953, the holding of e lect ions for  the various executive committees and 
the placing of t he  Association on its permanent footing. In  general, 
allawing for the grea te r  admini s t r a t  ive  and organizational d i f f i c u l t i e s  
with which the movement inevi tab ly  has t o  contend, response in Central 
Asia appears on the  whole t o  be sa t i s fac tory ,  but uneven i n  the various 
republics. 

Ln a l l  the Central Asian republics there is  a great scarc i ty  of 
material equipment, spor t  ing-gear and clothing, playing-fields , r i f l e -  
ranges, ha l l s  fo r  i n s t ruc t ion  and discussions, club premises and 
similar f a c i l i t i e s  and the  Central Asian press,  f'ully appreciating 
the fact tha t  the successful expansion of para-military t ra in ing  and 
sport of a l l  kinas depends t o  a very l a rge  degree on the possession of 
these amenities, i s  pers i s ten t  i n  its e f f o r t s  t o  draw a t t en t ion  t o  
existing deficiencies.  t o  the wides~read  d i s sa t i s f ac t ion  they a r e  caus- 
i~ and t o  the handicip they a re  imiosing on the  development of DOUF 
aotivities, 

The popularity of -ll-am t ra in ing  and shooting competitions, 
and the inexpert and very amateurish organization of spor t  a r e  s a l i en t  
features, which a r e  a l s o  common t o  a l l  Central Asian republics. Small- - training appears t o  be consis tent ly progressive and t o  embrace 
small-bore shooting, e lementa~y ins t ruc t ion  with Service weapons, f i r e  

mmement, snapshooting and rapid f i r e  - i n  short - the whole cur r i -  
culum of the complete marks-. The general standard a t ta ined  i s  g o d  J 

W noteworthy perfo-ces, by both men and women, a r e  recorded, and a 
of records, some republican and some all-Union, have been s e t  up. 

At Regar i n  Tadzhilcistan, at the Lenin secondary school, c lasses  i n  
3a-arms ; have been s t a r t ed ,  at which, apart f'rom shooting, ins t ruc t ion  
is also given i n  the mechania and working of s d l - a r m s .  

The organization of sport  is not ,  of course, a monopoly of DOWF, 
and loca l  and republican au thor i t ies ,  educational i n s t i t u t ions  and 
clubs are  ac t ive ly  engaged i n  the promotion of physical cul ture  and games* 
Their effor ts ,  however, a r e  spas&ic, and un-coordhated; i t  i s  there- 
fore p r h b l e  tha t  DOWF rill gradually assume a general control ,  and 

i t s  wide ramifications superior f a c i l i t i e s  will r e su l t  I n  a 
greater d e c e e  of etandaI.dization and coordination. 

Uzbekistan 

A t  the end of the  exploratory period, while i t  was generally 
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acknowledged t h a t  the provisional c o d t t e e s  formed i n  1951 had, on the 
whole, successfully accomplished t h e i r  primary t a sk  of launching the 
movement, the general r e s u l t s  and the  response a r e  considered to  have 
lef ' t  much t o  be desired. 

Lack of eff ic iency and, i n  some cases,  of zea l  on the  part of local 
committees resul ted i n  a f a i l u r e  both t o  e s t ab l i sh  the  essential  primazy 
c e l l s  throughout the kolkhoz and sovkhoz e s t a t e s ,  the industr ia l  under- 
takings, and the schools and un ive r s i t i e s  of t he  republic,  and to  enlist 
the i n t e r e s t  and ac t ive  support of the  masses. I n  the oblasts of 
Bllkhara , Surkhan-Darya, Andiz han, Kashka-Darya, Tashkent and Fergana, 
organization has been fau l ty ,  and t h e  response has i n  consequence been 
numerically disappointing. The Komsmol has not given the active 
support which i s  expected of i t ,  and l e s s  tham ha l f  of the  Uzbek 
Kol~Uoml.tsg have joined the  As sociation. 

In the S-habbaz ra lon  of the Karakalpak ASSR and tlle Vorosblov 
ra ion  of the Andizlun "b las t ,  on tlie other hand, ti- t o  the activi- 
t y  efficiency of the  l o c a l  committees, very considerable progress 
has been made, both i n  r ec ru i t i ng  and in training.  Progress, too, has 
been general i n  mass-defence t ra in ing ,  f o r  which the  Party i t s e l f  i s  
d i r e c t l y  responsible,  though here, a l so ,  the r equ i s i t e  amount of 
guidance and help i s  not always forthcoming. InDecember 1953 there 
was a br ie f  resume i n  the press  of recent  notable  r i f l e  shooting Per- 
f ~ r m n c e s ,  among which were four new republican records, two by w n  and 
two by women. 

sp i t e  of the f ac t  t h a t  progress had been by no means uniform, 
the stage was deemed s e t  f o r  t he  next phase, and elect ions for the 
P-Y organizations were due t o  be completed by 20th November 19530 
Prior  t o  these elect ions,  all members of the  Association were mobilized 
in an intensive drive t o  t r y  and make good some of the wealmesses and 
deficiencies which the preliminary r epor t s  had brought t o  l ight .  hion 
conferences were due t o  be held by I st December, oblast  conferences 
10th December, and the republican conference was fixed f o r  19th-2ah 
December0 On 23rd Deceniber the  f i r s t  Uzbek republican conference was 

reported i n  the  press;  the report  mentioned the  good work of 
D~~ units i n  ce r t a in  i ndus t r i a l  p lan ts ,  including the  Khilkov Cement 

in the kolkhoz @lshevik of the Bukhara oblast  and i n  a number 
of edu(:ational i n s t i t u t ions .  AS a remedy fo r  the  prevailing lack of 
e q u i ~ n t ,  the suggestion m s  put forward t h a t  t he  r equ i s i t e  gear shouZd 
be purchased through and with the assis tance of the trade-union, the 
Kamsomoly and ag r i cu l tu ra l  and indus t r i a l  concerns, which should then 

the respons ib i l i ty  of making it  ava i lab le  t o  a l l  throughout the 
republic, 

Kazakhstan 

i l cc~f img  t o  Press repor t s ,  d u r l n ~  the flrsi;  tTio years of the 
existence of mSAAF i n  Kazald~stan, very considel-a'ule pl-ogress was 



membership grew very rapidly,  primary c e l l s  were established throughout 
the kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and the indus t r i a l  and educational ins t i tu -  
tions of the republic; the  Association is ,  i n  f a c t ,  rapidly assuming 
the proportions of a mass organization. The o f f i c i a l  stock-talung and 
the facts revealed during the canvassing f o r  the e lec t ions  held at the 
end of 1953 do not, however, en t i r e ly  corroborate t h i s  opt imist ic  
account. Many of the primary c e l l s  were found t o  e ld s t  on paper only; 
in numerous Instances the  i n i t i a l  mpetus  had been sluggishly launchedj 
and in  not a few raions mass-defence had been ignored and spor t s  very 
poorly organized. A s  i n  Uzbekistan, the t rue  picture is probably a 
patchwork of success and comparative f a i l u re ,  according t o  the  zeal  and 
efficiency of the loca l  committees concerned. It i s  of i n t e re s t  t o  
note that here again the  support given by the Komsomol i s  par t icu lar ly  
disappointing; i n  s p i t e  of the  decision of the Communist Party Central 
Conunittee that  Komsomol members should be ca l led  upon t o  e n l i s t  en masse 
in D O W ,  only about one t h i r d  has responded t o  the appeal, and no- 
where are the Komsomoltsy taking the  lead  expected of them i n  the para- 
military or  the sport ing a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Associat~on,  

I n  general, no concrete s ta t  1s; l c s  a r e  avai lable ,  but it seems 
that about one hundred primary c e l l s  a r e  act ive in the  republic,  and 
that membership, while f a l l i n g  short  of expectation and nowhere 
approaching i t s  potentla1 maximum, has nevertheless grown and is  in- 
creasing rapidly, 

In  de t a l l ,  both response and efficiency a r e  claimed t o  be sa t i s -  
fac to~y in the oblast  of Dzhambul, par t icu lar ly  so i n  the  Merke ra ian t  

m e  l e s s  sa t i s fac tory  I n  the Guryev, West-Kazakhstan, k a g a n d a ,  
bzl-Orda and Taldy-Kurgan oblasts  ; patchy i n  the Alma-Ata oblast , 
where organization i s  fau l ty  and response poor, par t icu lar ly  i n  the  
Ili and Lenin d i s t r i c t s ;  and exceptionally poor in  the Shakhta raion 

braganday where no p r o v l s i o d  c o m ~ t t e e  a t  all has been established 
where the whole burden res ted  - and s t i l l  r e s t s  - on the shoulders 
a single instruct,or, 

h - r ing  Nm-cnber 1953 the Kazakh press took the opportunity of 
stressing the great significance of the coming D O S M  elect ions,  which 
it described as the culminating s tage of two years of strenuow3 p r e F -  
ation and as an event of paramount importance t o  the fbture development 
01 "this great p a t r i o t i c  Association. " 

On 18th December repor t s  on the f i r s t  republican conference of 
DO%i@ delegates appeued i n  the press. The conference expressed the 
general opiruon t h a t  the foundations for  the rapid building of' IIOSAAF 
into a nation-wide mss Association had been w e l l  and t ru ly  laid. The 
new republican conrmitt,ee elected, delegates t.o the all-Union D0SAA.F 
were nominated, and mny n m  measlres for the implementation of D O M E '  
pham Were agreed upon, h b l i c l t y  regarding the objects and aims of 
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the Association had not ,  i t  was considered, been suff icient ly widespread 
and forcef'ul, and t h i s  would be r ec t i f i ed ;  a la rge  number of new groups 
and t ra in ing  centres with improved f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  both sport and para- 
mi l i ta ry  t ra in ing  are  t o  be established; par t icu lar  emphasis i s  t o  be 
l a i d  on further  expanding and extending small-arms training,  various 
uniform standards of mrksmanship a re  t o  be l a i d  down, numerous r i f le  
meetings are t o  be organized, and, with the dual incentive of competi- 
t i o n  and prizes, i t  i s  confidently expected t h a t  shooting w i l l  become 
a mass a t t r ac t ion  and tha t  the  majority of members w i l l  readily qualify 
i n  one or other of the established categories of marksmanship. 
Final ly the conference issued a special  appeal t o  the Kamsamolt~ 
urging them t o  give t h e i r  f'ull and ac t ive  support t o  the T-+ ssocla ion. 

Kazakhstan appears t o  be grappling more successfully with the 
problem of equipment than most of i t s  neighbows. Thanks t o  the 
assistance of the trade-unions, the  Kazakh DOSAAF was able during 1953 
t o  purchase r i f l e s  t o  the value of 150,000 rubles and t o  acquire 50 
motor-cycles and a la rge  number of m u a l s  on sports  and elementary 
mil i tary t raining;  a boat club has been established for  instruction 
i n  seamanship and aquatic sports  i n  Alma-Ata, where nine rifle-ranges 
are a lso  i n  use.. 

The shooting a c t i v i t i e s  of the  republic culminated i n  the f i r s t  
Kazakh republican r i f l e  meeting , which was held i n  June on the Alma- 
Ata ranges and las ted  fo r  t en  days or  morei cm the conclusion of the 
meeting, teams and individuals t o  represent the  republic in the a l l -  
Union meetings were selected. 

I n  the f i e l d  of technical ins t ruc t ion  too, progress i s  claimed t o  
be ~ a t i f y h g ;  no figures a r e  quoted, but "very large numbersn of 
members are  said t o  have qual if ied a s  p i l o t s ,  dr ivers ,  mechanics, 
wireless technj cians and so on. makh sportsmen a re  a s  enthusiastic 
as they are  numerous, but the general standard of t h e i r  p e r f o m c e  
i s  lm. Haphazard o r w i z a t i o n ,  lack of f a c i l i t i e s ,  dearth of expert 
coaching and the absence of any systematic method of regular training 
among the a th le tes  themselves a re  given a s  the reasons. Winter s ~ o * ~  
are  part icular ly badly organized. I n  rnany oblasts  instructors  are 
absent or  on leave just  a t  the time when t h e i r  services a re  nost 
urgently needed, ski-runs are  not properly prepared and mountain rest- 
house6 are poorly equipped; even i n  ma-, which boasts of a 
~ r t i c u l a r l y  flourishing sports club, no sk i s  and no ice-hockey equip 
merit are  available, and in Petropavlovsk and Gu~yev conditions are 
equally bad. 

Kirgizia 

Except for  detailed accounts of the r e su l t s  of r i f l e  meetings, 
which appear to be very numerous, the &r@ press devotes very little 
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space to DOSAAF -.dtivities, and from such meagre repor t s  as a re  published, 
it would seem tha , t he  l o c a l  au tho r i t i e s  show nei ther  enthusiasm nor 
abllity, and tha t  the republic a s  a whole has so f a r  remained blunt ly 
unresponsive. The 1953 report  on the work of t he  f i r s t  s i x  months of 
the year admits tha t  only a pa l t ry  1 5 per cent of the planned t r a in ing  
programme was carr ied out. The central. administration was s a id  t o  be 
incompetent i n  the extreme; i t s  a.rLAl~lal accounts were i n  a chaotic s ta te ,  
reports on progress made during the  exploratory period were not collated, 
and arrangements for  the new elect ions were not made. 

In the Issyk-Kd oblas t  even the Party i t s e l f  i s  apathet ic ,  wkile 
sup~ort f'rw the trade-unlons and the Komsomol organizations i s  negli-  
gible; L ecruli ing i s  disappointing, and of those who have enrolled only 
17 per cent have a s  ye t  paid t h e i r  subscriptions. I n  the Przhevalsk, 
Voznesensk and Dzhety-Oguz d i s t r i c t s  mass-defence and enti-gas t ra in ing  
are badly neglected, A s  regards physical t ra in ing  and sport ,  the 
situation i s  much the  same, and very l i t t l e  has been accomplished; the 
conditions of s e ~ c e  and l i v i n g  amenities offered t o  ins t ruc tors  a r e  
so poor that very few qualified men come forward, and those who do move 
on as soon a s  a more a t t r a c t i v e  opening o f f e r s  i t s e l f .  

Complaints about poor supplies a r e  par t icu lar ly  loud i n  Kirgbia .  
The procurement d i s t r i bu t ion  of sports  gear i n  the republic i s  a 
responsibility shared by the DL ria LO sporting society and the firaizZz 
potrebso~uz, (the Kirgiz Consumers cooperative), but so f a r  i n  a t  
least three oblasts  - those of Tien-Shan, Issyk-Kul and FmnZe - no 
arrangements whatever for  the sa l e  and dis t r ibu t ion  of sports  gear 
have been made. In  Tien-Shan, for  example, idea l  f a c i l i t i e s  for  
Skiing l i e  ready t o  hand, but i n  the whole oblast only a few dozen 
Pairs of sk is  a r e  ava i lab le ,  and. the very large number of would-be 
enthusiasts have s t i l l  t o  train on crude, home-made subst i tutes .  The 
authorities, however, a r e  not inac t ive  i n  the matter. I n  December 
I953 the Kirgiz, Minister for  Health announced a number of bpr0vementS 
and ~nnovations, New ski-centres, he sa id ,  had been opened a t  Nar~n 
and *.zhevalsk; a camp fo r  mountaineers had been establis!?ed in the 

Archin gorge, and an automobile club a t  T o m 3  a staff of physical 
training ins t ruc tors  had been engaged L ' O ~  the Frunze stadium, *ere a 
new stand t o  accommodate 3000 people had been erected, and stadiums and 
'wered swimming-pools were shor t ly  t o  be constructed a t  m y l - w a  and 
3 d ~ u k t a .  A l l  these improvements and additions,  the Minister asserted, 
Wodd be of great ass i s tance  and benefi t  t o  DOSAAF. 

Rifle shooting a c t i v i t i e s  present a brighter  picture,  and if the 
of press repor t s  be accepted a s  the yardst ick of achievement, 

sml-arms t ra ining and r i f l e  meetings a r e  more widespread and be t t e r  
Organized .in Kirgiz.ia t& i n  a n ,  other republic, Successflrl meting6 
were held i n  the Osh oblast  i n  July and August 1953; at the m e  
meeting t o  c e l e h a t e  the th i r ty-s ix th  anniversary of the  October Revo- 
lution the general standard of shooting was very high and four new 



records were established, one of them by a team of f i ve  schcolgirls, 
who scored 2,568 points out of a possible 3 , 0 0 0 ~  in Marcli 1954 a 
meeting a t  Khorog I n  the Eamirs a t t r a c t e d  36 teams and 180 competitors, 
and eliminating comp-kitims for  the  se lec t ion  of competitors i n  the inter- 
republic  and all-Union matches a r e  now i n  progress. 

There appears t o  be very considerable DOSAAF a c t i v i t y  i n  T~kieiistan 
and, i f  the ne t  r e s u l t  i s  not one of wholesale and unqualified success, 
suf f ic ien t  has been accomplished t o  j u s t i f y  t he  opinion tha t  the Associ- 
a t i on  is  i n  a f lourishing s t a t e .  

"Many thousands" a r e  sa id  t o  be flocking t o  join the Assmiation, 
while l~undreas of scb-oolijoys and girls a r e  devoting t h e i r  spare time 
t o  studying wireless  telegraphy and other  technical  subjects,  attending 
prelimjnary courses i n  small-arms t r a i n i n g  and taking part  i n  physical 
cu l ture  and sports  of all kinds. The Chardzhou branch has established 
i t s e l f  a s  a centre  f o r  aquat ic  t r a in ing  and spor t s ,  and the Stalin 
ra ion  of Ashkhabad, while being the object of c r i t i c i sm i n  other direc- 
t lons ,  is ac t ive  i n  arranging small-arms ins t ruc t ion  and r i f l e  meetings, 
a t  which mny of the par t ic ipants  qual i fy as marksmen. Nor i s  the 
theore t ica l  side neglected, and many l e c t u r e s  a r e  given a t  the slraller 
branches of the Association. 

The 3redazeheldorstroi (central  Asian Railroad construction h rust) 
i s  par t icu lar ly  praised f o r  the keen and e f f i c i en t  manner in which it 
sponsors and organizes DOSAAF a c t i v i t i e s ,  both i n  prac t ica l  work and in 
theore t ica l  and technical  instruct ion.  

Reports from the Krasnovodsk oblast  a r e  l e s s  s a t i s f a c t 0 r 7 ~  Poor 

Progress i s  reported i n  a l l  branches of para-military t raining mass- 
defence, and the raion committees of Hasan Kuli, Kum-Dag and K.izyl-Atrek, 
i n  all of which d i s t r i c t s  membership has ac tua l ly  declined, have been 
sharply c r i t i c i z e d  fo r  their supine a t t i t ude ,  But the responsibility 
f o r  t h i s  general lack of success is placed squarely on the shoulders 
the loca l  organizations, and the oblast c-ttee i s  confident that,  
once these wealmesses a r e  eradicated, a -ked improvement w i l l  be seen. 

The provisional Turkmenistan committee appears t o  be sat isf ied,  but 
by no means complacent. Its special  c r i t i c i sms  a r e  directed against 
t he  Cbrdzhou Silk-Reeling E l l s ,  of whose employees l e s s  than one 
h e e d  have joined the Association, and against  the K o m s o ~ l  which, 
once again, appears t o  have stubbornly ignored d.1 the special appealB 
made t o  it. 

In the whole of Turkmenistan, only i n  two towns, ~ s h W l a b d  and 
Nebit-Dag, can sports  gear and equipment be purchased, and even there 
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in very limited quant i t ies .  I n  Krasnovodsk, a c i t y  with a rapidly 
growing population, where no fewer than 6,000 competitors took part  i n  
the various a t h l e t i c  meetings during 1953, there a r e  no sports  shops of 
any kind. b n y  thousands who evince keen i n t e r e s t  in footbal l ,  gymna- 
stics, tennis and other games, a r e  unable t o  prac t i se  and t r a i n  through 
lack of the r equ i s i t e  gear and f a c i l i t i e s ,  and i n  Krasnovodsk i t s e l f  
exasperated sportsmen a r e  urging t h e i r  town councillors t o  open a s tore  
dealing exclusively i n  spor t s  goods. 

The general l ack  of f a c i l i t e s  has adversely affected the standard 
reached, but does not quench the enthusiasm shown by Turlunen sportsmen. 
Turkmenistan took t h i r d  place i n  the  inter-republic games of 1952, but 
the performances of her a th l e t e s  were not of high standard, and l i t t l e  
improvement has since been made, There i s  a par t icu lar ly  acute short- 
age of good coaches; on the o f f i c i a l  r eg l s t e r  there a re ,  admittedly, 
727 instructors ,  but of these only 37 hold any sor t  of ins t ruc tor ' s  
cer t i f icate ,  and only 7 have r e a l l y  high professional qualifications.  
A further handicap i s  the absence of any manuals on mi l i ta ry  t ra in ing  
or on sport i n  the Turlanen language. 

Conclusion 

In sp i te  of many f a i l u r e s  and h s t r a t i o n s ,  the foundations of 
DOSAAF appear t o  have been firmly l a i d  i n  Central Asia. During the 
two years of trial and e r ro r ,  apart  fiam concrete achievements, there 
has been gathered a m s s  of information which should give the  central  
executive a c l ea r  i&cat ion of the requirements fo r  the fbture. The 
aSS~mpti0n by DOSAAF of a general s u p e n r i s h  of physical t ra in ing  
Sports should undoubtedly lead both t o  a rapid improvement i n  t he  
Supply of gear and f a c i l i t i e s ,  and t o  a coordinated and more eff ic ient  
Organization of sport  a s  a whole; and t h i s  i n  i t s  turn m y  well have 
a direct bearing on the future success of the mil i tary s ide  of the  
o r m i z a t  ion. 

Sources -- 
Central Asian press. 



A N O T E  O N  S O M E  A S P E C T S  O F  

S O V I E T  N E O L O G Y  

An important part  of the  mental equipment of any student of Soviet 
a f f a i r s  is  the comprehension of t h e  special  meanings attached to 
words of non-Russian - usually La t in  or  Greek - or ig in  usea i n  the 
Soviet p o l i t i c a l  vocabularyo Many of these meanings d i f f e r  i n  varying 
degrees from those at tached t o  the same words i n  t he  West. 

C o d s m  i s  now generally regarded as a kind of secular religion 
and l i k e  most re l ig ions  it has an abs t r ac t  vocabulary of i ts  m. 
Although Russian may be thought of a s  the  " l i t u rg i ca l  languagen of 
Communism i n  the same way a s  La t in  and Arabic a r e  t he  l i t u rg i ca l  langu- 
ages of the Roman Church and of Islam, the great  majority of words 
r e l a t i n g  t o  Camnrunist dogma a r e  not of Russian o r  Slavonic origin. 
This i s  due pa r t l y  t o  the  foreign o r ig in  and t o  the international target 
of C o m i s t  doctrine, and pa r t l y  t o  t h e  establ ished tendency of Russian 
t o  contrive new words from f'oreign r a t h e r  than Slavonic sources. The 
abstract  vocabulary of the Orthodox Church was for  the most 
Slavonic, and t h i s  m y  be an addi t iona l  reason why this source i s  avoid- 
ed by Cormmmism. 

There i s  a noticeable tendency i n  English wr i t ing  on Soviet subjects 
t o  render such words as a a t a t s i y a ,  ~ t s i o d i z m ,  kul tura  and formalizm 
bjr their English counteqarts  of ag i ta t ion ,  nationalism, culture and 
formalism, regardless of the f a c t  t h a t  these counterparts have i n  the 
West an accepted maning qui te  d i f f e r en t  from the  Communist one. It 
i s  Belaam possible t o  render the l a t t e r  by a s ing le  word, and the 
expedient i s  now being adopted i n  Central Asian Review of indicating 
the existence of a special  maning by enclosing m l i s h  counterparts 
i n  inverted comas. Where the English c o u n t e r p r t  has a ra re  or 
t o t a l l y  unrelated use i n  English, the h s s f a n i z e d  word i s  translitera- 
ted as  if it were Russian and underlined, fo r  e-le, kollektiv,  dctiv* 

It i s  of course t m e  t h a t  these devices a r e  unnecessary for those 
familiar with cor!nInmist t e rminoloa  , but they have the  advantage of 
enabling such words t o  be used in t h e i r  Western sense, when required, 
simply by dropping the inverted co-s. mreover ,  some such expedient 
i s  n e c e s s q  i n  the i n t e r e s t s  of accuracy a d  object ivi ty .  A &sled- 
1% i ~ r e s s i o n  w eas i ly  be created by the loose use of words whoee 
meaning or emotional value in English and Russian i s  d i f fe ren t*  The 
very word object ivi ty  i s  a case i n  point. The Russian word obyektiv- 
& mane by Soviet def in i t ion  nexplanatiom of the necessity and laws 
of the h i s to r i ca l  process which j u s t i f y  and praise  the capi ta l i s t  
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system and conceal bourgeois views with a pretended ' theore t ica l  absence 
of party s p i r i t  ' . " It i s  c l ea r ly  "a bad thingn and the word i s  often 
used t o  stigmatize a method of approach which i n  the West would be 
described a s  object ivi ty .  It cannot however be rendered $y object ivi ty ,  
which in  the West i s  generally regarded as % good thing." I f  it i s  
rendered by objectivism (without inverted commas) misunderstanding must 
arise, for this word is  used i n  English merely t o  describe any theory of 
howledge which t o  a grea te r  or  l e s s  extent a t t r i b u t e s  r e a l i t y  (as the 
source and pre-requisite of hm1edge )  t o  the outside world. The use 
of inverted commas indicates  t ha t  the word i s  being used i n  i t s  
Communist sense. 

The same objection appl ies  t o  the rendering of ~ g i t a t s i y a  and 
agitator by ag i t a t i on  and ag i ta tor .  I n  English these words have a 
distinctly pejorat ive atmosphere whereas i n  modern Communist language 
they are used t o  descr ibe an  a c t i v i t y  and a c l a s s  of person regarded 
in Soviet society with no l e s s  respect than the preaching of the gospel 
and the missioner a r e  regarded in Western society. 

These differencesin meaning are ,  of course, due t o  differences of 
association which have a r iaen  from a part ing of the ways of Communist 
and Western or  pre-revolut ionary Russian thinking and ideology. A 
valuable guide t o  the current ~ommunist meanings of non-Russian words 
of international usage i s  the  Slovar I n o s t r a ~ y k h  Slov ( ~ i c t i o n a r y  of 
Foreign words) publi.shed i n  ~ o s c m  i n  1949. This book contains about 
20,000 foreign words now used i n  the  Russian language with t h e i r  
off ic ial ly  accepted meanings. I n  some cases, the internat ional  m e d ~  
i s  also given without comment J but i n  others such as "cosmopol i tan id  
and nhperial ismm explanation i s  confined t o  the Communist conception. 
The fact i s  t ha t  i n  t he  Comunist vocabulary some words a r e  nowaday~ 
never used except i n  a baa sense, and any good or  even neut ra l  sense 'in 
which they may once have been used in Russian o r  a r e  now used i n  other 
lan@;~zages i s  de l ibera te ly  obscured. 

The attachment of an extended or  en t i r e ly  new meaning t o  loanwords 
taken in to  one language f r o m  another t o  which i t  bears no morphological 
resemblance i s  a phenomenon by no means confined t o  Russian or  t o  the 
Specialized vocabulary of ( ; o d s m ,  In  concrete nouns or those re la -  
ting t o  material matters such extensions and differences a r e  ea s i ly  
Perceived and dea l t  with. No one would be sat isf i .ed with rendering the 
Russian Words l a t f o r ~  ( in  the sense of truck) and d i s l o h t s i ~ a  ( i n  the 
military ~ensef-om and dislocation. But in point of fac t  the 
differences b e m e n  the meanings of nat siyonalizm and n a t i o n d i m ,  
a R i t a t s i ~ a  and ag i ta t ion ,  k a t  and c u l t w e d  a r e  almost a s  Wide, and 
to imore  or  gloss over them ==and frequently does - r e su l t  i n  
Seri.ous mi8understanding, 
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Psychological and Social  Factors i n  the Kazakhstan Cereal Plan. 

The new cereal  plan fo r  Kazakhstan involves the  mass movement of people 
and r a t e r i a l s  from a l l  parts of the  Union i n t o  a sparsely populated 
a rea  with few or  no amenities. Kazakhstan i s  moreover a nominally 
seli'-governing republic whose people have an old i f  outdated agricultu- 
ral t rad i t ion .  It i s  thus hardly su rp r i s ing  tha t  an undertaking of 
t h i s  kind should be beset with a number of psychological and social 
problems, most of which a r e  dwelt upon at length  by the  Central Asian 
and all-Union press. 

The c l a s s i f i ca t ion  of the  plan as a n  all-Union ra ther  than a 
republican e f for t  would not i n  i t s e l f  imply the  i n a b i l i t y  of the 
Kazakhstan administration t o  manage i ts  awn agricul ture .  The essence 
of the plan i s  the placing of new and v i r g i n  lands under cultivation, 
and the  population of Kazakhstan, whether indigenous or  se t t led ,  would 
c l ea r ly  be inadequate f o r  t h i s  purpose. But the systematic denigra- 
t i o n  of the Kazakh Party First Secretary, Shayakhmetov, and the replace- 
ment of him and h i s  Second Secretary by Ponomarenko and Brezhnar shows 
c l ea r ly  t h a t  the Kazakh people themselves a r e  t o  have l i t t l e  or no say 
i n  the  application of a plan designed t o  have a fundamental effect not 
only on the econoq,  but a l s o  on the  population of t h e i r  country. The 
proportion of Russian and Ulmainian s e t t l e r s  t o  nat ive Kazakhs i s  
already very considerable and it  can scarcely be supposed that  the 
h z a k h s  will r e g m i  with equanimity an enormous increase i n  t h i s  Po-  
portion, and a l s o  in the appl ica t ion  of machines and methods which they 
do not understand and which they regard a s  calculated t o  deprive the 
or- peasant of h i s  l ivelihood. A t  the  Seventh Congress of the 
Kazakhstan Comrrmnist Party,  sharp c r i t i c i s m  was d i rec ted  ag8inst those 
l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  who, influenced by t r ad i t i on ,  regard the d e v e l o p n t  
grain cul t ivat ion,  and the ploughing up for  this purpose of pasture 
as a threat  t o  the  survival of the l ivestock industry,  which they 
m r e w i n g  as the one most sui ted t o  the conditions prevailing in 
Kazakhstan. Vigorous attempts a r e  being niade t o  convince such officials 
t h a t  the in tens i f ica t ion  of wheat cu l t iva t ion  w i l l  create  more favourable 
conditions fo r  the development of animal husbandry ra ther  than supplmt 
i t 0  I n  deploring the defeatism and lack of imagination among local 
o f f i c i a l s ,  the press constantly emphasizes .the poor qual i ty  of m y  
Personnel and the f a i lu re  of the raj.,k- t o  exercise sp i r i t ua l  and 
physical control over t h e i r  primary c e l l s ,  this being especiall-Y true 

the n- lands where communications a r e  s t i l l  undeveloped. 

There i e  strong Party and press c r i t i c i s m  of the flood of adminis' 
t r a t i v e  paper Which is  sa id  t o  be clogging the  mchinery of the plan* 



This i s  taken a s  an indicat ion of "formali.smn i n  the  approach t o  
agricultural matters, that i s  t o  say, of a tendency t.o carry out orders 
mechanically and without entering i n t o  t h e i r  s p i r i t .  It i s  claimed 
that the issue of paper guidance i n  the form of nwiierous telegrams, 
questionnaires and c i r cu l a r s  i s  used a s  a lazy subs t i tu te  fo r  personal 
supervision and executive action. It r e s u l t s  i n  the time of l oca l  
offici.als and spec i a l i s t s  being la rge ly  occuQied with replying t o  
questionnaires and ins t ruc t ions ,  m y  of which a re  duplicated. Many 
recent instances of t h i s  e v i l  a r e  quoted and i t  i s  represented a s  
being i n  some way incident on the plan i t s e l f  ra ther  than a s  a long- 
standing defect. A correspondent reports  from Alma-Ata tha t  i n  the 
course of f ive  months the M i n i s t q  of Agriculture issued I ,710 orders 
and directives t o  MT s t a t ions ,  whose d i rec tors  were i n  addi t ion d a i l y  
pestered by l e t t e r s ,  telegrams and telephone messages. I n  the f i r s t  
six weeks of t h i s  year,  the  d i r ec to r  of the NITS received from h i s  
cblast centre 309 orders and enquiries. I n  two months the  Molotov 
raion executive connni.ttee received 220 c i rcu lars  from i t s  oblast 
centre, many of them dealing with matters already dea l t  with. Most of 
these circulars  and direc;tives a r e  marked "urgentn, and d i r e  consequences 
are threatened i f  they a re  not complied with. A l l  t h i s  bureaucracy i s  
described as  a legacy l e f t  behind by Shayakhmetov, who, i n  company with 
other high o f f i c i a l s  ; i s  supposed t o  have taken refuge i n  paper i n  order 
to conceal a fundamental ignorance of the land and i t s  requirements. 

One of the most ser lous problems confronting the Soviet au thor i t ies  
i s  the element of hooliganism among the young Komsomol members who u e  
being directed i n t o  the new lands  of Kazakhstan. This matter WaB 

dealt with i n  some d e t a i l  i n  a recent a r t i c l e  i n  Literaturnaya Gazetg. 
It appears tha t  of these young men a r e  f a r  f'rom being the well- 
trained, wil l ing & conscientious workers required for  the f'urtherance 
of the plan. There is ,  i n  f a c t ,  a considerable and even organized 
element among them of -table and reckless  youths who a r e  merely out 
for adventure, By profession they a r e  mostly dr ivers  and mechanics, 
they are well-turned out and groomed and have a plausible conmad of 
curent  Party slogans and popular a t t i t u d e s  t o  education. They profess 
indeed to  be d isc ip les  of the kkarenko' school of education and are 
quick t o  c i t e  h i s  alleged precepts i n  defence of any of t h e i r  mmber 
caught out i n  an a c t  of hoolig-sm, RDonft a r r e s t  h h P w  they c ly ,  
'he i s  only a boy, A l l  he needs i s  a l i t t l e  education t o  remove h i s  
bad impulses. We all make mistakes, don't  we?" 

Man,?? of these young men a re  i n t e l l i gen t  and strong and can work 
"11 when they want t ,~ ,  A par t  of the  t rouble seems t o  l i e  i n  the 

+ 
A wellkrno\,n educationalist  who specialized i n  juvenile delinquency. 
us book The Road t o  Life has become a household word. 
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romantic p ic ture  which has been painted of the  poss ib i l i t e s  which l i e  
before them i n  Kazakhstan. They would be qu i t e  p r e p r e d  t o  stand up 
t o  the primitive l i v i n g  conditions on the  new lands, but only i f  they 
had work t o  do and an opportunity t o  prove t h e i r  mettle,  Unfortunate- 
l y ,  however, they of ten f ind t h a t  the hard conditions a r e  there but 
not t he  work, fo r  they a r e  of ten  sent t o  places where the land i s  so 
poor a s  t o  be unworkable. Sometimes they a r e  met on t h e i r  arrival by 
sovkhoz d i rec tors  who cord ia l ly  i n v i t e  them t o  l i s t e n  t o  the radio and 
otherwise amuse themselves s ince there  i s  no immediate work t o  be done, 
When they ask t o  be shown the workshops they a r e  l e d  t o  a m d  hut with 
a leaking roof i n  which valuable t r a c t o r s  l i e  rust ing.  They ask to 
see  the seed-dri l ls ,  and a r e  shown a lund of dumping-;,rcund where dis- 
mantled pa r t s  of machinery and metal a r e  l y ing  about i n  disorder. On 
t h e i r  way they have seen parts of Finnish made prefabricated houses 
marked "store  i n  a bzy placen, but l y ing  on the  ground covered with 
snow. This kind of thing na tu ra l ly  produces a sense of frustration 
and often ends i n  a c t s  of hooliganism towards t h e i r  comrades and super- 
io rs .  

It appears tha t  the most s t ab l e  and conscientious element of the 
Komomolt6y comes from the  Ulmaine , and notably from the Poltava, 
Dnepropztrovsk and Kharkov d i s t r i c t s ,  and from Transcarpathia. The 
Ukain ian  Party au tho r i t i e s  seem t o  exercise  considerable care i n  
se lec t ing  the  r i g h t  type of youth, and Ukrainians a r e  i n  any event well 

for the f a c i l i t y  with which they s e t t l e  down i n  new and unfamiliar 
conditions. The worst element includes youths from Moscow, many with 
criminal records, and a l s o  from A h - A t a ,  whose au tho r i t i e s  seem t o  have 
used this opportunity t o  r i d  the c i t y  of i ts  hooligan element. Unfor- 
tunately,  the be t t e r  type seem t o  be l e s s  wel l  organized than the 
hooligans and eas i ly  cawed by them. h i o u s l y  enough, the F'al,ty 
o f f i c i a l s  a l so  seem t o  be a f r a id  of the hooligans or  inclined t o  side 
with them. 'I.11:: y~ress  reports  an  inci:!ent which occurred on the 1st  
%Y l a s t  when, in fur ia ted  a t  the closing of the drink-shops, a section 
of the  Population, l e d  by newly ar r ived  hooligans, rushed the house of 
the  o f f i c i a l  responsible and dragged h i m  i n t o  the s t r e e t .  I n  th i s  case 
he m a  saved by the  be t t e r  element of the Komsomoltsy who fought off 
t he  hooligans. The leader  of the l a t t e r ,  however, remained Unpunished* 
party of f i c i a l  merely requested him t o  behave b e t t e r  i n  the future 

and i n  the presence of the  crowd shook him warmly by the hand and conga 
tu la ted  him on the great f e s t i va l .  A t  m y l - ~ u  i n  the Kokchetav oblast, 
a Young hooligan h i f e d  the d i r ec to r  of a sovkhoz and a l s o  wounded 
several  of those who t r i e d  t o  drag him away from h i s  victim.. H e m s  
a r res ted  but s e t  f ree  the  Pollawing morning, for  i n  the view of the 
police, a l t h o u b  they had the r igh t  t o  a r r e s t  him fo r  being d r d ,  they 
had no r i @ t  t o  de ta in  h i m  any f'urther. 

The press i s  loud i n  i t s  conder:n;Lion of such incidents ,  but 
recolwizes the d i f f i cu l ty  of min ta in ing  d i sc ip l ine  i n  the prevailing 



conditions. Some prominence has recent ly been given t o  the  matter of 
amenities i n  the new lands. Housing is  natural ly  def ic ien t ,  but there 
i s  even a shortage of temporary caravan Bccommodation, many of the 
workers being forced t o  l i v e  i n  t en t s  or dug-outs. There a r e  plans t o  
provide large numbers of prefabricated houses and t h i r t y  combined cinema- 
radio uni ts  have already been despatched from Samarkand factories t o  
Alanolinsk, Kokchetav and North-Kazakhstan. The press recognizes the 
danger of leading the new s e t t l e r s  t o  expect too much. A s  one observer 
remarked: "The new lands of Kazakhstan a r e  not the KLondyke. a 

The remedy unceasingly prescribed fo r  a l l  these t roubles  i s  the 
better organization and in tens i f ica t ion  of Party work. It i s  the duty 
of Party o f f i c i a l s  Lnd the ag i tkol lek t iv ,  the element responsible for  
the indoctrination of Party pr inc ip les  and disc ip l ine ,  t o  instil a 
,!ropdr understanding of the aims of the new plan in to  the loca l  popula- 
tlon, par t icular ly i n  the rural areas. The loca l  Party organizations 
have also t o  take the new s e t t l e r s  under t he i r  p o l i t i c a l  wing, and it i s  
pointed out tha t  many of the incidents of hooliganism a r e  due t o  the 
insufficient proportion of Party members on the new sovkhozes. In some 
cases t h i s  i s  a s  low a s  two o r  three percent, f a r  too s m a l l  a rider t o  
exercise a res t ra in ing  influence on unruly elements. 



INDUSTRY 

U Z B E K I S T A N  

UZBEKISTAN 

B E G O V A T :  K E Y  T O  C E N T R A L  A S I A N  

I N D U S T R I A L I Z A T I O N  

Importance of Begmat , I t a h i s t o q  and loca t ion  - Expansion since 
1946 - Modernization of production techniques - Supplies of raw 
materials - The t ra i rung  of sk i l l ed  workers - Future of Begovat. 

The indus t r i a l  development of Central Asia began i n  the t h i r t i e s  when a 
number of fac tor ies  were b u i l t  i n  Uzbekistan. Today the republic has 
many di f fe ren t  indus t r ia l  undertakings including cot t on-mills , chemical 
works, and canneries, while the  moat important branch of Uzbek industrgr 
i s  mechanical engineering. Uzbekistan i s  the most important cottan- 
producing area of the S a n e t  Union and, a s  i s  t o  be expected, m w  of 
her f a c t o r ~ e s  produce machinery f o r  the  cotton industry; thus for ins- 
tance the Tashselmash factory a t  Tashkent produces cotton-batting 
machines and cotton pickers,  the Tashtextilmask produces f l y  frames and 
ring spinning flrames , the  Uzbekselmash produces cot  t on-sowing machines 
and various a s i c u l t u r a l  machinery. Other f ac to r i e s  mike cranes, 
pumps, t r ac to r  spares,  and equipment for  the chemical i rdust ly  and the 
oil. industry, A l l  these undertakings, i t  is claimed, a re  being 
cant inuously expanded and equipped with up-to-date machine tools 

This indus t r ia l  expansion i s  i n  1- with the policy pursued by 
the  Saviet government of encouraging the  regional eelf-sufficiency of 
Central Asia; correspondingly, the expansion of rnechanica.1 engineering 
has necessitated an expansion i n  the metallurgical i n d u s t ~ y  t o  meet the 

demand for i r o n  and s t e e l ,  and hence the importance of the stee1- 
works a t  Begovat. 

Star ted i n  1943 as a scrap reduction plant f o r  the purpose of 
turning out s t e e l  from the war scrap col lected from the bat t lef ie lds  
the USSR, the steelworks a t  Begovat, since 1950 ca l led  the Uzbek 
Metallurgical Works, have become the biggest producers of iron and 
s t e e l  in the whole of Central A s i a  and a key fac tor  i n  i t s  future 
industrieilieation. The output of s t e e l  has gr- steadi ly since l 9 ~ 9  
the  first year of poduct ion,  when 28,000 metric tons were turned 
a d  the output for  this year may be estimated at  something i n  the 
region of 198,000 metric tons., fithough f ive years ago only about a 
third of the i ron  ard s t e e l  produced at Begovat was coneumed i n  
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Uzbekistan while t he  remainder was sent  t o  other pa r t s  of the USSR, 
today i t  i s  almost a l l  used i n  Central Asia, 

Begovat i s  s i t ua t ed  i n  the oblast  of Tashkent and about 128 km, 
south of Tashkent c i t y .  It is not f a r  from Khilkovo railway s t a t i o n  
on the banks of the Syr-Daryaj on the opposlte bank l i e s  the Farkhad 
power-station which came i n t o  operation i n  1949. The nearness of 
railway, r i ve r  and power have all helped i n  the development of Begovat, 
which before the Revolution was only a small kishlak but which today 
has, i n  addition t o  t he  steelwarks, a number of modern indus t r ies ,  
including a cement p lan t ,  a cement pipe factory, cotton-ginning mills 
and motor-repair workshops. A l l  of these came i n t o  being between 
1940 and 1 951 . In  1 949 the  population was over 10,000, and there a r e  
now nine schools, s i x  cinemas, a s  well a s  clubs, hospi ta l s  and other 
municipal s e ~ c e s ,  and work i s  continually going on with the building 
of houses, f l a t s  and hos te l s  fo r  the workers of the Uzbek Metallurfiical 
Works and of other l oca l  industr ies .  

Expansion since 19@ 

The construction of the Begovat steelworks was s t a r t ed  i n  1943 
during the Second World W a r .  The f i r s t  s t e e l  melting was done i n  
March 1944, and the  f i r s t  r o l l i n g  m i l l  was put in to  operation i n  1946, 
the year i n  which indus t r i a l  s t e e l  production was s ta r ted .  Between 
1946 and 1951 there was a threefold increase i n  the number of Martin 
(open-hearth) furnaces, and by the end of 1952 they were yielding, it  
was claimed,ll5 t o  120 per cent of the output or iginal ly  planned for 
them. The Uzbek Metallurgical Works now comprise not only a number 
of k t i n  furnaces fo r  working scrap, but a l so  r o l l i n g  mills, sheet 
iron and crude i ron  workshops, e l e c t r i c  furnaces, and other services,  
as well a s  a t h e m  power-plant, now merely a reserve source of 
Power since the Farkhad power-station has been i n  operatior,, 

Under the fourth Five-Year Plan, the output of s t e e l  ingots and 
rolled s t ee l  was planned t o  increase about three times, 1.e. from 
28,000 metric tons i n  1966 t o  86,000 metric tons in i950. I n  f ac t ,  i t  
was claimed, t h i s  ta rge t  was exceeded by 8 per cent. By 1952, s t e e l  
Production was sa id  t o  be two and a half times tha t  of 1948 and a lmos t  
five times t h a t  of I 946. The output of ro l led  i ron  increased by 18.5 
per cent i n  1952 and in the same year labour productivity went up by 
23*2 Per cent. The yearly t a rge t s  for both s t e e l  and rol led metal were 
completed during November 1952, and, a s  a r e su l t  of this Progress, the 
target8 for  1953 were ra i sed  by 35.5 per cent fo r  s t e e l  ingots and 20.5 
per cent for  ro l led  s t ee l .  It was sa id  tha t  during the first s i x  
months of 1953 the steelworks did not achieve t h e i r  planned output ; but 
the Progress must a l l  the same have been considerable for  it  was claimed 
that during the f i r s t  seven and a half months of 1953 the works yielded 
as mch s t e e l  and ro l l ed  i ron  as during the whole of 1952. The yearly 
Output ta rge ts  for  both s t e e l  and ro l led  i ron  were reported a s  achieved 

the erd of December 1953, The increase over t he  1952 output Was 
l a t e r  given a s  20-8 per cent for  s t e e l  and 20 per cent for  ro l led  iron, 
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whi ckl i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  reconci le  with the  foregoing statements. Durin~ 
19% the production situation i s  s a d  t o  be sa t i s f ac to ry ,  and outputs 
of I ron and s t e e l  a r e  going up every month, 

Modernization of production techniques 

To achieve these increased outputs,  not only have many new Purnaces 
been b u i l t  but ce r t a in  s teps  have been taken t o  br ing about more effi- 
cient. working. That this was  necessary i s  seen, fo r  instance, from 
t h e  statement t h a t  during 1 952 the  suspension of work due t o  accidents 
and other causes t o t a l l e d  747 hours during which time the _Martin 
furnaces were kept hot but i d l e .  Now, however, measures have been 
taken t o  ensure tha t  equipment and machine t o o l s  a r e  used t o  their  
f u l l e s t  capacity, Production processes have become almost wholly 
automitic ; i n t e rva l s  of unemployment or  underemployment of machine tools 
and equipment have been reduced by speeding up repa i rs  and drastically 
cu r t a i l i ng  the suspension of operations i n  general. 

A new 'inclined stockaden and teeming p i t  have a l so  been brought 
i n t o  operation which improves the del ivery of charges t o  the Martin 
furnaces, and the teeming process is  sa id  t o  have been speeded up. 
A t  the i ron-rol l ing mills .an apparatus fo r  using hot gas t o  heat the 
a i r "  (a recuperator?) has been introduced. 

Part icular  a t t en t ion  has been paid t o  r a i s ing  the speed of melting 
o ~ e r a t i o n s ,  and during the  f i r s t  four months of 1953 a group of workers 
completed 522 high speed meltings - a t a sk  which took s i x  months i n  
1952. Already by the erd cf 1952 the  y i e ld  of s t e e l  per square metre 
of hearth area rose by one and a ha l f  tons fo r  each melting. SOm 
teams (working one s h i f t  per day) achieved 70 high speed meltings Per 
manthe In  s p i t e  of this progress, however, the  c r i t i c i sm is heard that 
t he  rhythm of work s t i l l  lacks s t a b i l i t y .  Thus, fo r  instance, one day 

three s h i f t s )  t en  meltings m y  be obtained *om a Madin furnace, 
*ile the next day only eight  w i l l  be car r ied  out. T h i s  w, hmvef ,  
be due t o  the habitual shortage of flux or  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  the supply 
of scrap metal. 

Suqply of raw materials 

The Uzbek Metallurgical Works receive raw m t e r i a l s  from a l l  P*' 
of the USSR: p ig i ron  from Bdagnitogorsk i n  the  Urals, coke from 
Kemerovo i n  Western S iber ia ,  and coal from &raganda i n  Kazakhstan. 
Supplies of scrap metal come from the Uzbek branch of the   la do^^^^^ 
me!!& - the body administering the recovery of ferrous metals - which is 
under contract t o  supply 75 per cent of a l l  the  scrap needed bY the 
Works. The Glawtorchermet- has eleven sor t ing  yards a t  i t s  disposal 
i n  which it i s  supposed t o  co l lec t ,  s t o re  and so r t  the scrap. 
serious cri t ic isms are ,  however, directed against  t h i s  b@: a s  a 
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result of bad sor t ing  much of the  scrap which reaches the steelworks i s  
unclassified a s  t o  type and s i z e j  a proportion of non-ferrous metals, 
and of useless waste mater ial  and impurities i s  included; even i n  
quantity, the amount reaching the steelworks has been a t  times very 
inadequate. During the  f i r s t  four months of 1953 only 21 per cent of 
the quantity due was received; i n  May a mere 10 per cent;  one seventh 
o f  the material received i s  of an  unclassif ied category c m s i s t i n g  rnost- 
l y  of l i gh t  scrap and very rus ty  turnings with 1 5 t o  20 per cent of 
sand and other impurities.  Losses due t o  t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  a r e  
put a t  millions of rubles;  the regular  operation of flunaces i s  
impeded; the time of smelting i s  increased; there is an excess of 
carbon monoxide fumes; and a wasteful use of cos t ly  ferro-alloys.  

The training of s k i l l e d  workers 

The proportion of s k i l l e d  t o  unskilled workers a t  Uzbek Metallur- 
gical Works is constantly growing. I n  1947 about 50 per cent of the 
workers employed a t  the plant were sk i l led ,  and between 1946 and 1951 
the number of s k i l l e d  workers w a s  said t o  have increased 50 per cent. 
k n y  of the Uzbek workers a r e  highly t ra ined,  and include faremen and 
mechanics of various types. 

Steelworks i n  the Urals h v e  contributed t o  the t ra in ing  of Uzbek 
skilled hands; a t  some of these works special schools have been organi- 
zed for t ra in ing  young Uzbeks. Besides t h i s  Ukrainian metal lurgis ts  
who have come t o  work a t  Begovat have helped t o  t r a i n  loca l  labour on 
the spot. Kh. Abdulayev i n  Sovetskii  Uzbekistan describes the Uzbek 
Metallurgical Works a s  the "smithy f o r  the t ra in ing  of Uzbek s t ee l -  
Workers," A t  the d i f fe ren t  workshops a t  Begovat a few years ago over 
200 young Uzbeks were under t ra ining.  A t  the m )merit a group of Young 
workers from the technical t ra in ing  school at Electrostal  a r e  learning 
Work a t  the s t e e l  mi l l s  under the guidance of experienced foremen. 

With a vim t o  spurring the workers on t s  bet te r  e f for t s ,  the 
Begovat s t ed -mks  have embarked on a l tsocial is t  competitionn with the 
Steel-workers of Kazakhstan. The present target  is the completion of 
the 1955 output quotas by the end of 1954. 

The future of Begovat 

There a r e  ambitious plans for  the development of the steelworks 
at Begovat. One of the main factors  for  future expansion i s  the 
exploitation of t he  i r a n  ore deposits of the Tien3ha.n mountains. 
Iron ore has long been kn- t~ ex i s t  here and the 1946-1 947 geological 
S u V e ~  of the region revealed tha t  i ron  ore deposits a r e  t o  be f ~ ~ ~ n d  
in the Mogol-Tau sec t ion  of the Tien Shan mountain range between ten 
and f i f teen  miles north-east of Begovat, and tha t  magnetic ore deposits 
are t o  be found near the Begmat rapids on the Syr-Darya r iver .  Mining 
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operations a t  dba i l  w i l l ,  i t  i s  hoped, see the  f i r s t  loca l  ores pro- 
cessed a t  Begovat by the end of 1955. Mareover, when the coal depos- 
i t s  a t  Uzgen i n  Kirgizia  s t a r t  t o  be worlced, suppl ies  of coking coaf 
w i l l  be much more readi ly  ava i lab le  than a t  present when they come from 
a s  f a r  away a s  Karaganda and Kernerovo, 

The change from working scrap metal t o  working i ron  ore necessi- 
t a t e s ,  however, differen6 techniques, and a second s e r i e s  of Martin 
furnaces and the f i r s t  s e r i e s  of b l a s t  furnaces fo r  processing ore are 
now under construction and a r e  due t o  be completed by 1956. When 
these new furnaces a r e  f inished and the  l o c a l l y  mined ore s t a r t s  to  
be worked, an expansion i n  s t e e l  output even grea te r  than that a t  
present can be expected. The increased suppl ies  of i ron  and Steel 
fro:. Begovat w i l l  be an encouragement t o  the  fur ther  expansion of the 
engineering indus t r ies  of Central A s i a ,  and, s ince  Begovat w i l l  be 
able  t o  obtain more and more of i t s  raw mater ials  from loca l  sources, 

3 s e a t  s t ep  forward w i l l  have been taken towards the aim of regional 
economic self-sufficiency, 
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U Z B E K I S T A N  

L I T E R A R Y  J U B I L E E S  A N D  M O D E R N  C R I T I C I S M  

Literary jubi lees  - Gafur Gulyan (~hafk ~hulam) - Mukimi - 
Miyazi, founder of S w i e t  Uzbek Li te ra ture  - Criticisms of 
contemporary l i t e r a t u r e  - Publications of Uzbek folklore - 
Contemporary theatre .  

In the l a s t  year o r  so a number of l i t e r a r y  occasions have focussed 
attention on Uzbekistanqs men of l e t t e r s ;  and on these and other 
occasions c r i t i c s  have voiced t h e i r  opinions on the current output of 
l i terature and d ram.  A brief  r e v i m  of some of t h i s  press comment 
i s  presented below, but c e r t a i n  fac ts  must be borne i n  mind i n  reading 
it. Widespead l i t e r a c y  among the Uzbeks i s  a f a i r l y  recent phenome- 
non and i t  would not be reasonable t o  expect from them any la rge  out- 
put of good wri t ing,  so tha t  the  use of superlatives i n  appraisal  m ~ s t  
be accepted with some qual i f icat ion.  Another point t o  remember i s  
that the degree of acceptance of the ~ommunist Party l i n e  by a wr i te r ,  
a t  least  as much a s  h i s  own l i t e r a r y  merit, decides h i s  s t a tu s  with the 
crit ics.  

Last year,  the  f i r t i e t h  birthday of &fur Gulyam, doyen of contem- 
P o r q  Uzbek wr i te rs ,  w a s  celebrated by a jo in t  session of the Uzbek 
Acadeqy of Sciences and of the Union of Soviet Writers. Gulyamwas 
born i n  the year of the death of the poet Mukimi; i n  September t r i b u t e s  
Wre paid t o  t h i s  e a r l i e r  fore-er of revolutionary l i t e r a t u r e  by the 
publication of special  edi t ions of w,,li * s  works and the production of 
a play dealing with his l i f e .  A thi .rdwriLer who has had considerable 
recent notice i s  Niyazi, whose work for  the emancipation of women led  
to his  assassinat ion i n  W c h  1929, j u s t  twenty-five years ago. 

Gaf'u Gulyam, who has b u i l t  up a considerable reputation as poet, 
prose-miter and t r ans l a to r  over the past t h i r t y  years,  now enjoys a 
Status i n  Uzbekistan comparable t o  t ha t  of Sadriddin Aini i n  Tadzhi- 
kistan. A s  early a s  1930 he wrote with b i t te rness  of the hard l o t  of 
the dawn-trodden Uzbek peasantry in the  p s t .  Later he found more 

themes i n  the improvements due t o  co l lec t iv iza t ion  and t o  the 
liquidation of the M a k g  and bais - (feudal landlords),  in the ambitioue 
plans for harnessing the forces of nature and i r r i ga t ing  the desert  4, 



a f t e r  the  s t i r r i n g  events of t h e  l a s t  w a r ,  i n  the  schemes for  pos t -m 
reconst:,~ction. Throughout h i s  carccr he has s t ressed  the themes of 
social  reform and fr iendship wi th  Russia; wr i t i ng  a s  a c i t izen  of the 
Soviet Union, he has added a reputa t ion  as a poet of the Union to  his 
slready establ ished one a s  a nat ional  Uzbek man of l e t t e r s .  

Press t r i b u t e s ,  reviewing h i s  career ,  r e f e r  t o  the maturity which 
ne had achieved by the  year 1943 when he published h i s  collection of 
poems I Come from the East which won him all-Union recognition and a 
3 t a l i n  prize.  It i s  said that he has fathomed the  deep changes going 
on i n  the l i f e  of his people and of t he  Union, that h i s  verse and prose 
have gradually l o s t  most t r aces  of a rcha ic  forms of expression and 
cl iches,  and have reached the  heights  of ' soc ia l i s t  realism." His m e  
i s  now found t o  be i n  l i n e  wi th  a l l  current  themes, and i s  tuned to the 
singing and prais ing of his Uzbek motherland a s  par t  of the Union, of 
friendship among the peoples of the Soviet Union, of l w e  of the great 
Russian people and of veneration of the  Egrty and i t s  revolutionary 
leaders. 

His work i s  sa id  t o  be steeped i n  t he  t r a d i t i o n s  of Gorld and 
Mayakovski, i n  the t rue  teaching of " s o c i a l i s t  realism." H i s  best 
verses g lor i fy  the work of Lenin and S t a l i n ,  Moscow a s  the capital  and 
soul of h i s  motherland, the Soviet Union; o r  they appeal t o  the builders 
of the Turksib and of the Fergana Canal t o  do t h e i r  bes t ,  s t resl ing the 
significance of these pro jec ts  i n  which the  people have put so much t o i l .  

Ln h i s  s t y l e  Gulyam has done much t o  c u r t a i l  the tendency of Uzbek 
poets t o  indulge i n  flowery language, and t o  br ing pi-ose-writing also 
i n t o  l i n e  with modern Soviet l i t e r a r y  pract ice.  But he i s  s t i l l  
occasionally c r i t i c b e d  fo r  using too mmy Arabic and Persian words. 

His work a s  a t r ans l a to r  of Russian and other  f o r e i s  master- 
pieces, which he has read i n  the Russian, has, i t  i s  claimed, enriched 
h i s  s ty l e  and vocabula~y. His recent  t r ans l a t ion  of Nmim H i b t ' s  
The Poem of Lwe from the Turkish has ca l led  f o r t h  fur ther  t r ibutes  frorn 
the  c r i t i c s ,  

The jo in t  session of t he  Uzbek Acadeg of Sciences and of the Union 
of Soviet Writers held a t  Tashkent t o  mark his f i f t i e t h  birthday was 
presided w e r  by Zakhidov, Chairman of the Academy, whose speech was  
followed by a lec ture  on the language and s t y l e  of Gulyam's works. 

l h k i m i  not only made a prominent contr ibut ion t o  Uzbek li terature 
but a l so  played an outstanding part  i n  the  enrichment and modernization 

the Uzbek language. A poet wtth an al l -union reputation, he is 
r e g d e d  a s  having shown considerable p o l i t i c a l  foresight  i n  his  attituae 
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t o  the incorporation of Central Asia i n to  Russia and he i s  held up as  an 
outstanding democratic wr i te r  of the  l a s t  century. Although t o  some 
extent he had the t r ad i t i ona l  outlook, a t  an ear ly age he c lear ly  fore- 
saw that the old soc ia l  and economic order would i n  time crumble under 
the ii.?xt; ofmssia and of Russian revolutionary ideas. Soviet 
historians, who now i n s i s t  tha t  the union of Russia and Central Asia 
was a progressive event, point out that t h i s  union enabled Mukimi t o  
come under the influence of the new ideas seeping in to  Turkestan, ideas 
born in the revolutionary s t ruggle of the  Russian in t e l l i gen t s i a  and 
of the nascent working c l a s s  against 3;~pl-cssion. 

Born a t  Kokand i n  1851, the eon of a poor baker, M u k i m i  neverthe- 
less received a good t r ad i t i ona l  education by the standards of h i s  day 
at Kokand, Bukhara and Tashkent, The backward social  and po l i t i ca l  
conditions of his country embittered him, I n  h i s  wri t ings he reflects 
the thoughts, feel ings and hopes of the common people - t h e i r  hatred 
of the && ru l e r s ,  of the mullahs and of the Russians (who i n  h i s  day - -- 
were traders and c o l o n i d  o f f i c i a l s  of Imperial ~ u s s i a ) .  I n  s a t i r i c a l  
outbursts he makes v5gorous a t tacks  on a l l  t ax  co l lec tors  and other 
civll  servants ( ~ u s s i a n  and nat ive)  who were, i n  h i s  eyes, bleeding the 
People t o  death, t he  reactionary clergy, t raders ,  and feudal overlords. 
He Was par t icu lar ly  sevemon the Muslim clergy, the ishans and d l a h s ,  
who st  rove t o  uphold the  authori ty  of outworn Islamic do-s and who 
dragged the masses i n t o  the bog of rel igious superst i t ion while at the 
Same time preaching pan-Islamic ideas t o  r e s i s t  the impact of progress- 
lve ideas from Russia, 

M~kimi strongly opposed the M i z h a n  r i s ing  of 1898 (see C .A.R 
Vole I No. 3 ,  p. 2) ,  a s  he f e l t  it t o  be merely an attempt t o  break 
amY from Imperial Russia. He attacked Ishan Madoli ( ~ u k c h i  1shan) 
who preached Muridism (a mystical sect) and independence *om Russia. 
Mukinci f e l t  the Ishan was ready t o  sel.1 h i s  country t o  a reactionary 
foreign power and t o  r e s to re  feudalism just  t o  be r i d  of the Russians. 

A m s t e r  of t he  spoken word, a poet who could express h i s  thought 
Kith meat  c l a r i t y ,  MukM m o t e  songs tha t  can eas i ly  be adapted t o  
Popular melodies. This was most inlportant i n  an age of almost corn- 
plete i l l i t e r a c y  when poems could only be learn t  by most people a s  

He a l s o  made the most use of the sense of humour of the Uzbeks - 
their sayings, proverbs and expressive popular idiom. He the 

of speech of most c lasses  of society,  and h i s  s a t i r i c a l  t h rus t s  
had added point because he could express them i n  l i t e r a r y  speech a s  
well as i n  common i.dim. 

M U k h i  died i n  Mey 1903, The emphasis now placed on h i s  revolu- 
t i .Onar~ and democratic ideas i s  thought t o  be part  of an effort  t o  
ascribe present revolutionary tendencies i n  modern Uzbekistan t o  roots  
in its past. It i s  hard t o  believe tha t  he oould i n  fact  have 
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openly expressed revolutionary ideas i n  Fergana, Bukhara and Tashkent 
i n  those react ionary days without a t t r a c t i n g  o f f i c i a l  attention or 
r e t r i bu t ion .  

To mark the  anniversary of his death, Russian and Uzbek editions 
of h i s  works were published, and the  Theatre of Drama and Comedy named 
a f t e r  him produced a play on h i s  l i f e .  Exhibitions,  broadcasts and 
l e c t u r e s  f o r  workers, peasants and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  were arranged; and 
genera l ly  h i s  works, h i s  place i n  Uzbek l i t e r a t u r e  and his progressive 
outlook were very much i n  the publ ic  eye. 

Gafur Gulyam was one of those who paid t r i b u t e  t o  Mukimi. It i s  
s ign i f icant  t h a t  Gulyam s t a t ed  t h a t  Mukimi was only fu l ly  appreciated 
i n  Soviet tirries and t h a t  i t  i s  only nuw tha t  h i s  work i s  being widely 
popularized. Xukimi i s  shown t o  have been en thus ias t ic  over the advent 
of railways and of well-sprung ca l r iages  then used on dusty and stony 
roads by the Russians. He deplored t h e  di lapidated s t a t e  of the old 
houses i n  which the Uzbeks l i v e d  and the narrow and d i r t y  c i t y  streets. 
Mukimi ' s  wr i t ings  made people aware of the  soc i a l  e v i l s  they endured and 
anxious t o  throw off  t h e i r  yoke; but he was not ab le  t o  suggest ways 
out of t he  d l f i i c u l t y .  

A t  a higher l e v e l  Mukimi had a code of chivalrous l iv ing  which 
places him alongside Navoi and other  c l a s s i ca l  poets of Uzbekistan. 
He believed i n  being s incere and f a i t h fu l  in love. Khamza Khakim-zade 
Niyazi, Sadriddin Aini,  Abdullah Kakhkhar and Gafur Gulyam i n  their 
best wri t ings a l l  show t h a t  they have been inspired by Mukimi, especial- 
l y  i n  t h e i r  accounts of pre-revolutionary l i f e .  

Niyazi, founder of Soviet Uzbek l i t e r a t u r e  

Folluwing in the  foots teps  of Mukimi,  and other democratic writers 
of the nineteenth cent-, m a  %kim-zade Wiyazi (Harnza Hakimzade 
Ni=i)  was ac t ive  i n  the movement which placed its hopes i n  the prosea- 
s ive  elements then coming i n t o  prominence i n  Russia. He was born in 
Kokand i n  1889, and was more ambitious and possibly ab ler  than u b ,  
being regarded by h i s  biographers a s  the founder of Soviet Uzbek 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  

Like Muki-mi, he wrote poems which could be sung t o  popular tunes 
and which thus reached a b ig  public. He was a born propagandist, and 
no mean educationist .  Between 1911 and 1915 he opened secular schools 
i n  Kokand and Margelan. He a l s o  compiled readers and primers for 
lower forms i n  schools. 

fis €Teat admiration fo r  the  Russian people l e d  h i m  t o  c r i t i c ize  
of c loser  associat ion with the Ruaei-. He greeted the I9l7 

February Revolution with enthusiasm; but he soon found that  the bour- 
geois ie  who first gained p m e r  continued t o  oppress the people, and in 
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an a r t i c l e  i n  the  same year  he descr ibed the  Provis ional  Government as  
a new tyranny. 

H i s  t a l e n t s  blossomed a f t e r  t h e  advent of Soviet  power when he 
found insp i ra t ion  i n  t h e  ideas  of the  Communist Par ty  - p o l i t i c a l  and 
social concepts which helped him t 3  shake o f f  a l l  t r a c e s  of t h e  
bourgeois-liberal movement of Dzhadidism. Besides w r i t i n g  poetry, he 
mote  plays f o r  the t h e a t r e ,  became a t h e a t r i c a l  business  manager and 
in  191 8 organized a t r a v e l l i n g  company i n  Fergana t o  perform The B a i  
and the Batrak and o ther  t o p i c a l  plays.  I n  1920 Ni ,  a z i  joined t h e  
Communist Asrtg and wrote a play i n  p r a i s e  of i r r i g a t i o n  and t h e  agri- 
cultural  reforms which t h e  Bolsheviks were ca r ry ing  out. 

In  1927 he wrote a play a t t ack ing  t h e  parandzha ( v e i l )  which he 
said did not so  much serve t h e  cause of c h a s t i t y  and vi r tuous  family 
l i f e  a s  provide a c loak f o r  v i c e  and s t rang le  e f f o r t s  a t  female 
emancipation. He p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h i s  crusade and f i n a l l y  met h i s  dea th  
a t  the hands of a f a n a t i c a l  mob as a r e s u l t  of it. I n  March 1929 he 
convened a meeting of women i n  the  backward mountain k i sh lak  of 
Shakimadan (now w a a b a d )  and his f i e r y  speech c a l l i n g  on his heare r s  
to  throw of f  the  parandzha was answered by twenty-three women t h a t  very 
day. Ten days l a t e r  he was k i l l e d ,  and according t o  a popular book 
printed both i n  Russian and German on Uzbekistan, the  mullahs respons- 
ib le  "were i n s t i g a t e d  by bourgeois-nat ional is t  elements i n  t h e  pay of 
Anglo-American i m p e r i a l i s t s .  

Criticisms of contemporary 1 i t e r a t u r e  

I n  recent years  Uzbek w r i t e r s  seem t o  have been somewhat unproduc- 
t ive of good work. fikhkhar, a m i t e r  of some standing,  complained 
of the "oppressive l u l l n  e a r l y  i n  1952 and Uigun, Chairman of the  Wr i te r s '  
Union i n  Uzbekistan, f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  pulse of l i f e  i n  prose,  i n  t h e  *=, 
i n  music and t h e  t h e a t r e  i s  throbbing weakly. A meeting of w r i t e r s  
held i n  Tashkent i n  January 1 953 voiced a number of complaints. h m r ,  
for instance,  was c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  not t r e a t f n g  his navel The L iah t s  of 
Koshchinar wi th  enough realism. Aibek I s  n w e l  The Winds of the  Golden 

was described as a hasty  d r a f t  r a t h e r  than a f in ished work by an 
experienced m s t e r .  Wr i te r s  and j :,urnalists a l i k e  were under f i r e ,  
and a r t i c l e s  and poems about t h e  Main Turkmen Canal (a scheme n lw 
apparently i n  abeyance) were described a s  immature and sketchy. S a t i r -  
i ca l  and humorous w r i t i n g  was lacking,  even the  humorous paper M~shtum 
being l abe l l ed  d u l l  and uninspiring.  

The complaints continue.  Aibekts  l a t e s t  novel has a koE-~hoz 
and a Party s e c r e t a r y  fo r  i t s  heroes,  but they show no aware- 

ness of t h e  advanced techniques of mechanized farming. Aibek r e f e r s  
to the use of spade and s ick le  where c r i t i c s  th ink he sh?uld  have 
referred to t h e  mechanical h a m e s t i n g  of cot!on; i n  t h i s ,  they f e e l ,  
the Soviet des igners  a r e  ahead of t h e  United S t a t e s .  
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Workers i n  industry,  l ikewise,  have had l i t t l e  a t tent ion from 
Uzbek w r i t e r s  a 1  though i n d u s t r i - J i z a t  ion is  proceeding apace. This 
year  there  has been no improvement i n  the  depict ion of the new types 
of men and women of t he  Soviet era. One measure recommended i s  the 
r ev iva l  of t h e  Uzbek Litgozizdat which d e a l t  with the  selection, edit. 
i n g  and publishing of new works before t he  war. 

Abdullah Kald.lkhar I s  novel The Lights of Koshchinar, already mentiop 
ed, had one good review i n  which the  author w a s  praised for  h i s  account 
of the  peasant-farmers1 l i v e s  and s t ruggles  i n  the days of oollectivi- 
z a t i o n  and of everyday l i f e  i n  a n  Uzbek kishlak. 

Even reviewers themselves are a t  times under f i r e .  Some of them 
i t  i s  s a i d  pay inadequate a t t e n t i o n  t o  language and s ty l e ,  t o  plot 
development, and t o  the  moral and soc i a l  implications of t h e i r  charac- 
t e r i za t ion .  Same reviews lack t he  f i r e  of' the  born c r i t i c .  Others 
a r e  described as offensive,  vulgar and unjust  i n  t he  extreme. 

Uzbek fo lk lore  

Pravda Vostoka l a t e l y  reviewed a col lec t ion  of Uzbek folklore tales 
which had been carefu l ly  compiled and published i n  Russian. The critic 
f e l t  t h a t  the material  should have been se lec ted  from a s t r i c t e r  social 
and p o l i t i c a l  angle,  separat ing s t o r i e s  of t r u l y  popular origin From 
those r e f l e c t i n g  ideas and customs prevai l ing in a feudal society. 
Showing a ru l ing  shah a s  A kind man could not be par t  of a true folk- 
l o r e  t a l e .  Of the many Uzbek s t o r i e s  a t t ack ing  mullahs, & and 
k&& (judges of t he  canonic law), only one was included i n  the compila- 
t i o n ,  and more were demanded i n  fbture ed i t ions .  Some a n h d  tales  
were from well-knmm l i t e r a r y  sources and were not r e a l  folklore. The 
t r a n s l a t i o n  was poclr and the  t r ans l a to r s  of ten used r e f f a ins  and idioms 
which d id  not f igure i n  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  Uzbek version. 

The book is ,  however, considered useful as t e l l i n g  the Russian 
people something about Uzbek folklore and, more par t icu lar ly ,  of the 
ep i c  s t ruggles  of the Uzbeks i n  defence of t h e i r  water r ights .  These 
Were constantly menaced both by foreign invaders and by local bigwigs, 
who used th rea t s  t o  demolish dykes and canals a s  a means of extorting 
t r i bu te .  Many of the  s t o r i e s  v iv id ly  i l l u s t r a t e  t he  strength and 
endurance of the  coIlnnon man, who is  often helped by m g i c  forces 
represented by the s t a rk ,  the magic stone Akhanrabo and the Tinged 
horse Kara Kaldyrgoch, 

The Tale of t he  Stupid Shah gives a good idea of the popular 
d e s i r e  t o  r i d i c u l e  hated tyran ts .  The &J& i n  the s tory yearns to 
r u l e  w e r  the skies.  When he hears  that  the  r u l e r  of the skies is 
dead, he decides t o  take over the vacant throne and orders h i s  retinue 
t o  hang him. This they do with the  greatest  of 
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Contemporary theatre  

In the f i e l d  of drama there is  a l s o  evidence t h a t  all i s  not wel l ,  
as was pointed out i n  a report  read l a t e l y  a t  a meeting of wr i te rs  i n  
Tashkent. I n  1952 there was only one new play by Tuigun, followed by 
KaldWarss play, The S i l k   embroider^, which is  considered qui te  o u t ~ t ~ ~ . ~ l -  
ing. In  1953 Ukhtamovts Unpardonable Sins was the only new play produc- 
ed. Of l a t e ,  however, several  new yomger playwrights have t r i e d  t o  
produce masterpieces while the older wr i te rs  rernain inact ive.  The 
paucity of new plays i s  c a u s 4  i t  i s  thought, by adherence t o  the now 
condemned "non-conflictn theory. 

Dramatic c r i t i c i sm i s  a t  a low ebb. Authors complained a t  a 
meeting a t  Tashkent tha t  Uzbek thea t res  f a i l  t o  produce plays by 
Tolstoi, Chekhov and other Russian c lass ics ;  this would help budding 
writers t o  learn  t h e i r  a r t .  And discussions and seminars on the drama 
are neglected and badly attended. 

Yet there i s  a big demand for  t o p i d p l a y s ,  for  s a t i r i c a l  comedies, 
for one-act plays with a moral or  humorous touch, and the press i s  
strongly i n  favour of a general examination of the whole position. 
Yashenfs Khamza for  instance might, with more serious treatment, have 
had all the pathos of a s o c i a l  tragedy instead of being wr i t ten  a s  a 
Popular melodrama. 

The ac t ress  Ishanturayeva made a complaint some time ago which 
holds good today. She affirmed her des i re  t o  act  the ro l e  of "an 
Uzbek woman of cu l ture  taking her  psrt i n  the l i f e  of the republic.", 
But when she played ro les  created by TJzbek dramatists,  she f e l t  t ha t  
she turned i n t o  a pale shadow of a modern Uzbek womn. The Uzbeks 
have an acute sense of humour and of the  s a t i r i c a l .  Actors wanted t o  
hear healthy laughter from the  audience. But so fa., she complained, 
not a single dramatist had wr i t ten  a comedy which forcefully showed up 
Sunrivals from the past ,  the consey.-vative elements i n  society and the  
vice that imperils progress, and which, above a l l ,  mde  people laugh. 

To meet the shortage of ac tors ,  an Acadeq of Dramatic A d  was 
set UP i n  1945 and l a t e r  reorganized as a The-~t r ica l  and Arts Ins t i tu te .  
Its maduates have included eighty-four Uzbeks, fourteen m@ and 
t~entyKazakhs, A t  present i n a d d i t i o n ,  f i f teenTadzhiks a r e  doing 
the course, But the I n s t i t u t e  is  not f'ully equipped, lacks a staff 
Of qualified teachers and i t s  pupils d o  not a l l  have act ing a b i 1 i . t ~ .  
There i s  a marked shortage of Central Asian g i r l  students and so the 
theatres lack competent actresses.  I n  the present Uzbek group of 
students there was only one g i r l  and only two i n  each of the Turlanen 
and Tadzhik groups. There a r e  ten  mra-Kalpak students, but not one 



POLITICAL AND CULTLRAL MFAIRS - 229 - UZBEKISTAN 

woman among them, Lacking a proper theatre,  the Ins t i tu te  i s  not able 
t o  give proper displays a t  i t s  graduation performances. 

Sources 

1. Central Asian press. 

2. Literaturnaya Gazeta. 
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General survey - E e Q  developent  and the pre-war Five-Year Plans -. 
Post-war projects  - Rural power schemes - Inter-kolkhoz s t a t i ons  
and the 'cascadem system - Demand outrunning supply - Technical 
advances and research. 

I n  studying the f igures  which show the  great expansion of the power 
system of Tadzhikistan i n  recent years - and there can be no question 
that the expansion has been great  - one i s  bound t o  observe a cer ta in  
pattern of growth, Under the e a r l i e r  Five-Year Plans an e f fo r t  was 

made to  meet the  demands of the  more important towns of the republic 
for power by means of municipal power-stations. Then came the  War, 
which held up work on ce r t a in  new projec ts ,  but which a l s o  brought 
about the great s h i f t  of Russian industry from enemy-occupied areas t o  
Central Asia. This l e d  t o  a big demand for  power, and the capacity 
of the exis t ing a t a t ions  i n  a rider of towns of Tadzhikistan was 
increased by nearly 100 per cent. Since the War an e f fo r t  has been 
made t o  resume work on long-term schemes which had been i n  abeyance, and 
a new emphasis has been placed on the e l ec t r i f i ca t ion  of the  countryside, 
The l a t t e r  task i s  being carr ied out, t o  a la rge  extent through b ig  
schemes which u t i l i z e  the  republicqs great reserves of water power, fo r  
Tadzhikistan, with l e s s  than two-thirds of one per cent of the Soviet 
Union's land area possesses an estimated 11.8 per cent of i t s  t o t a l  
resources of water power. Besides these schemes, s teps  a r e  a l so  bsing 
taken t o  develop power supplies i n  out-of-the-way spots  and i so la ted  
commmities, such a s  those i n  the  remote highlands, by means of smll, 

trallspcnZed generat or  s. 

Early develapment and the pre-war Five-Year Plans 

Before the Russian Revolution the region which i s  now ca l led  Tad- 
zhikistan had no la rge  industr ies  requir ing the services  of indus t r ia l  
Pyer-stations.  Its only municipal e l e c t r i c  ~ower-stat ion Was a t  
Khodzhent (now cal led ~eninabad) and the  t o t a l  capacity was 48 kilawatts.  
After  the Revolution i n  1926, a pmver-station of 78 h. was bu i l t  i n  
Stalinabad, the cap i t a l  of the republic. 

During the f i r s t  Five-year Plan of 1928-1 933, nine municipal 
pwer-stations were b u i l t  i n  the raion centres. Their t o t a l  
was 634 be By the end of the second Five-Year Plan, a t  the close of 
'937, there were thir ty-f ive m i c i p a l  power-stations with a t o t a l  

of 3,240 kw. In  addition, many kolkhoz and other smaller 
pmer-slatinns were i n  operation. In  January 1937 the  first rai0n 
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hy&-oelectric plant ,  the Varzob GES, s i t ua t ed  th i r t een  kilometres north 
of Stalinabad, came i n t o  operation. It now has a capacity of 7,500 h, 
and supplies  power t o  Stalinabad and t o  a number of l oca l  industries of 
growing importance. A d ie se l - e l ec t r i c  power-plant b u i l t  here i n  1926 
has a present capacity of 6: 000 kw. and provides a reserve source of 
power. 

The t h i r d  Five-Year Plan ( 1938-1942) was t o  have seen the execution 
of the 13,000 kw. Lower Varzob hydroelectr ic  scheme in the northern 
quarter  of Stalinabad; of the  5,000 kw. Kara Tau hydroelectric scheme 
t o  supply power f o r  l i gh t ing  and i n d u s t r i a l  use t o  the o i l  m i 1 1  a t  Regar 
and t o  the adjoining raions; of the 6: 400 kw. Khodzha-Bakir~an 
hydroelectr ic  s ta t ion :  which was t o  provide power f o r  the f i r s t  stage of 
a new i r r i g a t i o n  programme f o r  Tadzhikis tan; of nine teen new municipal 
power s ta t ions ;  and of the reconstruct ion of the then existing ten 
municipal projects .  It is  known t h a t  work on the Lower Varzob project 
was he ld  up by the War and was only resumed in 1950. It is  not clear 
how many of the other schemes were completed i n  the five-year period. 

In the Pamirs, however, the 1,000 kw. Khorog, hydroelectric project 
was completed in 1940. Located on the Gunt r i ve rS  within seven kilo- 
metres of the town of Khorog, i t  not  only provides l i g h t  and power for 
industry, bu t  a l so  helps t o  make up f o r  the acute  shortage of fuel for 
heat ing purposes. 

Post-war pro jec ts  

The fourth Five-Year Plan, f o r  1946-1950 provided f o r  the building 
and put t ing i n t o  operation of power-stations with a t o t a l  output of 26,000 

of M c h  hydroelectr ic  s t a t i o n s  accounted f o r  24,000 kw. These 
new stat ions,  l a rge  and small, have completely a l t e r e d  the whole Power 
s i t u a t i o n  in Tadzhikistan. 

At the beginning of 1951 there were seventy-six smell hydroelectric 
P o ~ r - S t a t i o n S  and s ixteen thermal power-plants i n  the rural distr ic ts  
of the republic. The f Ff th Five-Year Plan provides f o r  a further 
advance in e lec t r i f ica t icm with spec i a l  emphasis on the needs of the 
c o n t r y s i d e  and on the application of power t o  agriculture.  

Rural power schemes 

Ev1-Y this year a nuniber of b ig  power-stations were under construct- 
ion  in the rural areas. Two b ig  new s t a t i o n s  were completed on the.  
Z h h o v  and S t a l i n  kolkhozes of the Pandzmen t  raion. Six hydroeleo- 
t r i c  s ta t ions  a re  soon t o  be b u i l t  i n  the OrdzhonFkidzeabad raion 
*en they are  h operation, the e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  of the collective farM 
of' t h i s  r&on w i l l  be completed. The Ralm and -- &skva hydroelectric 
stations in the same reiion were under construction e a r l i e r  t h i s  Yeara 

large hydroelectric plant i s  being b u i l t  in the Nau raion' 
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In the Regar raion,  a l l  the kolkhozes w i l l  be supplied with power 
by the big new Shirkent plant.  This should have been completed by the 
end of 1953, but was s t i l l  under construction i n  April of t h i s  year. 
The foundation p i t  for  the pair-house building vas flooded by r a i n  l a s t  
November and quickly f i l l e d  with gravel and sil t  so tha t  all work had 
to be suspended. The concrete work a l so  took an exceptionally long 
time t o  complete. The only avai lable  excavator was under repa i r  for  
a long period during which no work was done i n  the s i l t e d  p i t ,  I n  the 
four months during which i t  was used only 5,500 cubic metres of s o i l  
were moved a s  against  a planned excavation of 70,000 cubic metres. 
The construction of the  head-water &vide at the building s i t e  was 
delayed i n  s p i t e  of the f a c t  t ha t  f a i l u r e  t o  start the task ea r ly  t h i s  
year might make it impossible t o  build the divide till October 1954, 
owing t o  the grea t ly  i n c r e a s d  flow of water i n  summer. 

Mention should a l so  be made of the 520 kw, hydroelectric s t a t i on  
built on the Khashikat, a t r i bu ta ry  of the Zeravshan r ive r ,  The bu i l -  
ders were helped by l o c a l  kolkhoz peasants t o  cut a road i n  the moun- 
tains and all mater ials  f o r  building had t o  be transported along t h i s  
new road. 

The growing use of power f'rom ru ra l  hydroelectric projects for  
various agr icu l tura l  and indus t r i a l  purposes i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by the 
variety of services  rendered by power from the Ak-Gaza hydroelectric 
plant, Among the  seventy odd engines on the kolkhozes and in indust- 
r i a l  concerns which a r e  operated by paver from this project  a r e  a pump- 
ing s ta t ion  which waters l a rge  areas  of land under cotton, and a co t ton  
drying plant designed by the engineer Lavrinenko. 

Inter-kolkhoz s t a t i o n s  and the "cascaden system 

In  a number of places,  what a r e  known a s  Inter-kolkhoz or i n t e r -  
S0vkhoz hydroelectric p-r-stations have been bui l t .  These a r e  proj- 
ects which a r e  shared by two o r  more co l lec t ive  farms and therefore a r e  
expected t o  be more economical t o  run. One such plant ,  bu i l t  i n  the 
Isfara raion, serves two large co l lec t ive  farms, the Molotov and S t a l i n  
kolkhozes, It i s  operated on a sen-automatic system, with 
automatic regulators ,  and i s  mnaged by two trained engineers. 

Several other inter-kolkhoz and inter-sovkhoz power-stations have 
been hilt i n  the Leninabad oblast,  but some of these a r e  i d l e ,  largely 
ming t o  lack of spare par t s  and of other essent ia l s  fo r  rrnintemnce 
and repa i r  work, such a s  lubricat ing o i l s ,  transformer o i l s ,  brushes, 
generators, bearings, and the l ike .  No one, it seems, knows who i s  
responsible fo r  looking a f t e r  and repa i r ing  the plant,  or  where SFares 
and supplies are t o  be obtained. 

For the successful working of la rge  inter-kolkhoz pmer projects  
it has been necessary t o  re-group the kolkho~es in to ,  un i t s  each capable 
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of using the  output of a plant of over 100 kw. The plan for complete- 
l y  e l e c t r i f y i n g  t h e  Ordzhonikidzeabad ra ion  by making use of a "cascaden 
o r  s e r i e s  of hydroelectr ic  s t a t i o n s  i s  quoted a s  a good example of the 
e f f i c i e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of power over t he  countryside. It was drawn 
up by the  e l e c t r i c a l  sec t ion  of the  Tadzhik department of Sredmgidrovod- 
khlopok, the organization f o r  co t ton  and i r r i g a t i o n  developent  i n  
Central  A s i a .  

Water from t h e  U f i r n i g a n  r i v e r  i s  l e d  through the Gavkush canal 
i n t o  the  Uzun i r r i g a t i o n  canal and i ts  continuation, the  Upper Dashti- 
shur canal. There i s  a considerable f a l l  i n  t he  water leve l  along the 
Uzun canal and it i s  proposed t o  bui ld  a s e r i e s  of four hydroelectric 
s t a t i o n s  along it,  of equal capacity,  and t o  bui ld  a f i f t h  unit  of the 
"cascaden along the  Upper Dashtishur canal. The cascade w i l l  be 
spec i a l ly  supplied wi th  water from the  Kafirnigan r i v e r  i n  the winter 
months, The water w i l l  pass through the s e r i e s  of gaera tors  and the 
whole ra ion  will get a l l  t h e  power it needs for  i t s  kolkhozes, M.T .S, 
and towns, The power will be used f o r  ploughing, fo r  running work- 
shops, f o r  working c o t t  on-bat t ing  machines and c o t t  on4rying plants, 
for  threshing,  fo r  f l ou r  and hul l ing  mills a s  wel l  a s  for  l ighting the 
homes of t h e  peasants. 

The f i r s t  unit of t he  s e r i e s  w i l l  be used f o r  the  electrification 
of the  la rge  W i n i n ,  Pushkin and Chhlov  kolkhozes and w i l l  bear the 
name of Kalinin. The f i f t h  u n i t  w i l l  be ca l led  the  Moskva stat ion 
and w i l l  serve the  l a rge  re-grouped Moshra and S t a l i n  collective farm. 

Demand outrunning supply 

Despite t he  increase i n  the output of pmer  i n  Tadzhikistan, demand 
i s  f a s t  outrunning supply, and already the general plan prepared i n  
1950 i s  i n  many ways out-of-date. One of t he  reasons i s  that the enlar- 
ged groups of kolkhozes need bigger power-stationa than those planned 
i n  1950 which have an average capacity of only 50 kw. each. 

Certain da ta  - hyaro logxal ,  hydrometric and constzvctional - for 
projected rural hydroelectr ic  s t a t i ons  have not been correct ly  calculaL 
ted. Because of t h i s  lack  of da ta ,  the  Vakhsh power-station, which was 
t o  be erected in t h e  cent re  of the i r r i g a t i o n  network based on the v a  
r i ve r ,  has not y e t  been b u i l t .  I n  s p i t e  of t h i s  delay, the number 
p e r - s t a t i o n s  in the  Vakhsh and Gissar val leys - the main agicultural 
region3 of the  republic - i s  sluwly grawing. Of' the  2,500.square 
k i h a e t r e s  of the Vakhsh Valley, more than a f i f t h  of the to t a l  area has 
already been i r r i g a t e d  and the  Valley is  one of the chief  grmers  of 
long s t ap l e  cotton i n  the  USSR. 

The national econoq IS developing so m c h  f a s t e r  than the util iza- 
tion of' the water resources of Tadzhikistrn t h a t  the power shortage is 
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fel t  i n  town and country a l ike .  I n  towns and i n  industry the shortage 
is especially acute i n  the winter months, In  the countryside, lack 
of power i s  slowing d m  the  mechanization of agricul ture .  And j e t ,  
the te r r i to ry  i s  very r i c h  i n  potent ial  hydroelectric power. 

Technical advances and research 

Since the completion of the Upper Varzob project i n  1937 a number 
of improvements i n  control  processes have cut down the number of worker: 

needed a t  the power-station, I n  193'7 s i x  people were employed i n  each 
shift a t  the s ta t ion ,  By 1946 the mechanization of several processes 
made possible a reduction of two persons per sh i f t .  I n  1949-1950 
automatic controls  were introduced so that only two engineers were 
employed on each s h i f t ,  Since 1951 , when new equipment was introduced, 
only one service engineer has been on duty for  each s h i f t .  The comp- 
lex machines a r e  s t a r t ed  *om a cent ra l  impulse s t a r t e r  and regulated 
from a single central  panel. 

A great help i n  f'uture development i s  the presence of a loca l  
supply source of generating equipment. Turbines and other equipment 
for  power-stations and other ins  t a l l a t i ons  are now manufacturdat the 
Stalinabad Mechanical Engineering Works. 

While on the subject of equ ipen t ,  i t  might be s ta ted  tha t  the 
problem of power supplies t o  remote mountain d i s t r i c t s  has been part ly  
solved by the use of l i g h t  generators. Thus the Tadzhik cinema chain 
have recently received thir ty-eight  l i g h t  generators, each weighing 
54 kg., which have made cinema shows possible where projection was out 
of the question previously. Some of these uni t s  have been sent t o  
the Garmy Kulyab and Lenihabad oblasts ,  and t o  the Gorno-kdakhshan 
autonomous oblast.  

An important research problem which has been tackled by A.S.  
Soldatov and h i s  a s s i s t an t s  has been tha t  of dealing with sludge i c e  
(6hu~a) which makes the operating of power-stations i n  winter d i f f i cu l t .  
The d i f f icu l ty  has been overcome and the Pamir e l e c t r i c  engineers won 
a Price for this i n  the "soc ia l i s t  competitionw (held between the Tadzhlh 
power-Stations) A t  the Lenin power-station i n  Pamir , experiments mad? 
in passing sludge i c e  through turbines proved a complete  success^ A 
filter-press has been produced by the s t a t i on  s t a f f ,  based on a d e s i ~  
of the d i rec tor ,  which purif ies  used transformer o i l  and mnkes possible 
a big reduction i n  the corlsumption of t h i s  o i l  i n  power-stations, 

A s tep  forward w h b h  1s being advocated by a number of scientists 
is the creation of a central  I n s t i t u t e  of Energetics and Hydro-Techno- 
 lo^ t o  be attached t o  the Acaderqy of Sciences of Tadzhiklstan. such 
a i s  considered necessary a s  i t  i s  f e l t  tha t  the research done 
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i n  this f i e l d  i s  not up-to-date and does not meet present requirements, 
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K I R G I Z I A  

F R U N Z E  P A S T  A N D  P R E S E N T  

Situation - H i s t o r i d  background - Post-war developnsent of Flunze - 
Streets  - Public amenities - Public transport - f i m e  a s  an 
industr ia l  centre  - Frunze a s  a cu l tura l  centre - Future prospects. 

Ft-ume, formerly F'ishpek, i s  s i tua ted  prac t ica l ly  i n  the centre of the 
Chu Valley, some f ive  miles from the foo th i l l s  of the Alexandrov ridge 
of the Ala-Tau mountains. The snow-capped peaks r i s e  t o  the south of 
the tm and on the  other three s ides  s t retches a wide bare steppe 
dotted here and there  with settlements.  

Historical background 

The town was founded i n  1878 i n  the Kokand Khanate near the s i t e  
of Pishpek f o r t r e s s  which had been razed t o  the ground by Russian 
forces i n  1863. Soviet ru l e  was extended t o  the town i n  191 8 and in 
theyears t ha t  followed it became a ra l ly ing  point for  p o l i t i c a l  ac t iv i -  
ty  i n  the area. In  1928 it was renamed a f t e r  the Bolshevik army 
commander Mikhail Vasilevich fiunze who was born there i n  1885. TkLe 
name Pishpek was retained only by a railway s t a t i on  i n  the western out- 
sk i r t s  of the town. k.-e became the capi ta l  of Kirgizia i n  1936. 

Although located i n  an area long inhabited by the Kirgiz, the tm, 
i n  i t s  ear ly s tages had a very small indigenous element among i t s  
Permanent residents.  The majority of the inhabitants were Russians, 
with a sprinkling of Uzbeks and "sar t sn ;  i n  1883, 290 Dungan families 
Settled there. Most of the r igh t s  and privileges were held by Russian 
of f ic ia l s ,  merchants and mil i tary.  I n  191 3 the  population numbered 
Some 14,000, of whom 8,000 were Russians; by 1939 it had grm t o  
93,000. No l a t e r  f igures  a r e  avai lable .  

Pishpek was a sml t- consisting of a huddle of mud huts and 
wooden and brick houses roofed with carerushes. It had one 

high-School ( p i m n a ~ i ~ a ) ,  a hor t icu l tura l  school and seven primary 
schools, only one of which admitted Kirgiz children. There were no 

or  hg te l s ,  The t- few industr ies ,  but the conimercial 
turnover i n  ag r i cu l tu ra l  and dairy produce was considerable. Hops were 
grow', butter  and honey were ~roduced and there was a br isk t rade i n  

with Naryn and W z h e d s k ;  two tanneries had en m n d  turnaver 
Of  7,000 rubles.  
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Unt i l  the Revolution, Pisl~~pek was outside the railway network, the 
neares t  s t a t i o n  being 500 h. away at Kabul-Sai. The Semirechye 
highway served a s  the so l e  means of communication, u n t i l  1928 when 
Frunze was l inked  up wtth Turksib, 

Post -war development of Frume 

With the  e leva t ion  of Frunze t o  t he  cap i t a l  of the republic, builb 
i n g  w a s  undertaken on a l a r g e  scale.  I n  1938 a project for the recon- 
s t r u c t i o n  of Frunze was drawn up by eminent Soviet a rch i tec ts  including 
Smirnov and Zhaltovskii ,  and was r a t i f i e d  by the government of the 
Kirgiz SSR. This plan, when realized,was t o  make Frunze one of the 
f i n e s t  towns i n  Central Asia. During the war the project was shelved 
but was bro:;~';: out and embodied i n t o  the  f i r s t  post-war Five-Year man 
(1 947-52). Among i t s  provisions were the building of machine-tool and 
motor-repair workshops; r e s iden t i a l  quar te rs  f o r  workers; cotton- 
ginning, hemp and ju t e  mi l l s ;  wine and champagne factor ies;  schools, 
l i b r a r i e s  and clubs; new bui ldings f o r  t h e  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
t h e  Public Library, the National Museum and the  S ta t e  Theatre; the 
improvement and extension of smre -age and the  e rec t ion  of statues to 
M.V. Fhnze ,  the poet Tokombaevand otEer notables. In thePel l romisf i  
d i s t r i c t  s i x  kindergartens,  a ten-year school and eleven higher 
educational establishments (WZ) and special ized secondary schools 
(tekhnihm) - were t o  be b u i l t ,  and i n  the  Sverdlov d i s t r i c t  a first-aid 
s t a t i o n ,  a tuberculosis  hospi ta l  and two nurseries.  

Today Fi-unze covers an a rea  of seven square kilometres. In i t s  
s i t u a t i o n  and arrangement it bears some resemblance t o  Alma-Ata: both 
towns a r e  l a i d  out on a rectangular l a n  and slope down towards the 
north:  t h e i r  t ree- l ined main s t r e e t s  run a t  r i g h t  angles and parallel 
t o  t he  mountain r idges r i s i n g  t o  t he  south. 

That much has already been accomplished i n  Frunze is  evident. In 
the  Pro le ta rsk  d i s t r i c t  of' the  town, where the  pr incipal  industrial  
ude r t ak ings  of Frunze a r e  s i tua ted ,  l a rge  blocks of f l a t s ,  schools and 
nurser ies  a r e  going up, new s t r e e t s  a r e  being l a i d  out and the poNatim 
i s  sowing. A t  the corner of S t a l i n  and Bel inski i  S t r ee t s ,  the new 
quarters  of the  Kirgie S t a t e  Planning I n s t i t u t e  nears completion, and 
h a r d b  the future bui lding of the  Rvnze T- Council i s  under constmc- 
t ion .  Further along the s t r e e t  stands Dom Khudoehnika ( ~ o u s e  of 
A r t i s t ) ,  one of the f i n e s t  and newest buzd ings  i n  the capi talr  behind 
a r e  the new Ministr ies  of Agriculture,  Meat and U k  Industry, and 
others.  Buildings a r e  a l so  go ing up around Soviet Square and buses 
now turndownYolodaya Gvardiya, formerly A'ibsshinsk, Street .  Onlya 
few Years ago, clairrs Sovetskaya Kirgizia ,  t h i s  w a s  a wa6telmd; nm 
there  i s  a boulevad bordered by many-storeyed blocks of f l a t s ,  Big 
s t o r e s  with a t t r a c t i v e  displays and various o f f i c i a l  and c o d  build- 
ings  have transfmmed the  appearance of a once d i r t y  and neglected 
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street. Elsewhere i n  the d i s t r i c t ,  a c inem,  an I n s t i t u t e  of Banking 
and Accountancy, a hostel  for  the workers of the cotton-weaving factor:;, 
and the enormous s h e l l  of t h e  future trolley-bus depot have completely 
altered the skyline of this part  of the town. Anyone r e v i s i t i n g  the 
area a f t e r  s e m ~ l  years1 absence would f ind  i t  unreca~pizable ,  the 
paper notes with satihTaction. 

The appearance of the tm centre too '.as undergone a change. 
Here are now grouped the main government buildings surrounded by broad 
courtyards, lawns and fountains. A s ta tue  of S t a l in  dominates the 
scene. Considerable work has a l s o  been done on the development of 
the Ortosai, a stony waste t o  the south of the town; here t r e e s  a r e  
to be planted and the a rea  is  t o  become part  of the green be l t  around 
F m e .  

A t  the current  seE;s~c;n of the h z e  Town Council, the represen- 
tative of the p o l i t i c a l  committee, Comrade Koibagnrov, s ta ted  tha t  i n  
1753, 70,000 sq. metres of s t r e e t  surface were asphalted and paved; 
9p b. of water mains were l a i d ;  the e l e c t r i c  network was extended by 
26 h.; 11.8 h. of s t r e e t s  were lit ad more than 3 km. of t ro l ley-  
bus C&S were slung. There a r e  n m  over s ix ty  medical establishments. 
In the Pervomaiskii d i s t r i c t  a ten-year school and two kindergartens 
kwbeen  opened and f l a t s  erected covering an area of 14,000 sq. metres. 
In 1954, the e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  of the town and outs!cirts i s  t o  be further 
extended, and i t  i s  planned t o  have 36 lan. of s t r e e t s  lit. Already 
both sides of Lenin and Pioneer S t r e e t s  have l i gh t s .  

A l l  t h i s ,  however, represents  but one s ide of the picture,  for  it 
i s  pointed out tha t  only 79 per cent of the construction plan for  the 
capital was car r ied  out i n  1952, and 83.1 per cent i n  1953, and tha t  
Only 69 per cent of the  t a r g e t  for  the building of f l a t s  has been 
achieved. Many of t he  pro jec ts ,  it seems, continue t o  hang f i r e  and 
constructions begun several  years ago a r e  st ill unfinished. This 
State of affail-s is grea t ly  deplored i n  the press ,  which c r i t i c i z e s  
the Kirgiz Planning Office for  ind i f fe ren t  f u n c t i ~ n i n g  and for  the lack 

proper o f f i c i a l  supervision. A t  present, building goes on i n  a 
haPhazard fashion and there i s  not a s ingle  completed d i s t r i c t  or  s t r e e t  
The tam i s  s t raggl ing  and covers an unnecessarily large area. The 
absence of any de ta i l ed  designs for  even the main s t r e e t s  has resu l ted  

a s ca t t e r  of buildings with nei ther  harmony nor d t y .  This was 
Stressed i n  a recent a r t i c l e :  "One should not s t a r t  building without 
having first formed a c l ea r  idea of the  general appearance of the s t r e e t  
yet one has only t o  look a t  ~ o k t o g u l ,  Dungan and Pioneer S t r ee t s  t o  
real ize the absence of any a rch i t ec tu ra l  unity. A l l  the buildings a r e  
alike, no a t t en t ion  has been paid t o  the  spaces between them nor t o  
the s ize and shape of the cour~tyards." 
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S t r e e t s  

The s t r e e t s  of Frunze, it appears, a r e  unsa t i s f ac to~y  not only for 
t h e i r  l a c k  of design. They a r e  poorly lit and many of the existing 
lamps do not burn. Traf f ic  l i g h t s  smashed a long time ago have been 
l e f t  unreplaced fo r  months j and i n  Sovetskaya S t r e e t  t he  t ra f f ic  con- 
t r o l  booth stands with broken windows, a warped door and peeling p in t ,  
Dzerzhinskii  S t r e e t  which, i n  the  words of one wr i t e r ,  i s  "the front 
door of t h e  town . . . gree t s  t h e  v i s i t o r  t o  F'runze with ruins and mean 
dwellings." This s t r e e t ,  which joins  t he  S ta t ion  square with the tm 
cent re ,  IS 100 metres wide and has a t ree- l ined cent ra l  alley. "It 
could," continues the  wr i t e r ,  "be made i n t o  one of the  f inest  streets 
i n  the tm, but t he  roadway i s  unswept and the aryks (small irrigation 
cana ls )  choked wi th  dry leaves and other  rubbish. Near the fence 
surrounding a bui lding s i t e  the  pavement i s  covered with earth and clay, 
and i t  i s  cracked and grooved elsewhere. Not f a r  away hot water sluices 
d m  from the  roof of a building. In f ron t  of the Neurological Clinic, 
c leaners  hang out t h e i r  rags and washing, and the ugly concrete ornaments 
cracked from f r o s t  a r e  f a l l i n g  t o  pieces. A well-equipped shop opened 
i n  a new building a t  one end of t he  s t r e e t  i s  p rac t i ca l ly  inaccessible 
i n  wet weather, a s  t he  space i n  *ant of it has not been asphalted and 
mud l i e s  t h i ck  a l l  around." I n  c e r t a i n  seasons Kuibyshev and Gogo1 
S t r e e t s  a r e  a l s o  said t o  be impassable both t o  t r a f f i c  and pedestrians. 
Repeated requests  t o  the Chief Engineer, Comrade Gashev, for  remedial 
measures has so f a r  brought f o r t h  only the  reply:  "Do it 
This, i t  seems, has had i ts  consequences. According t o  press reports, '. . . . there has now appeared i n  the  town under the  very eyes of the 
p d x e  ad dI%i&ls of the Town Council, a new category of people, the 
'bnage-bui ldercl  ! These en terpr i s ing  people br ing planks to  a l l  the 
impassable s t r e e t  crossings and o ther  places where foot-bridges are 
lacking,  and f o r  an appropriate  fee allow pedestrians t o  use these im-  
provised bridges. Only by paying t r i b u t e  can one get for  instance 
from the Voroshilovskoye settlement t o  S t a l i n  S t ree t .  . . On 3 ~ -  
a strange s ight  presents i t s e l f  on the  road leading t o  the market* 
OVer a stream a r e  a number of planks by which stand the 'collectors', 
queues s t r e t c h  on e i t h e r  s ide  of them." 

This .disgraceful s t a t e  of a f f a i r sw  i s  the  theme of mnJ articles 
and s a t i r i c a l  sketches i n  the press.  It i s  hoped, however, that the 
ref3olutionS adopted on 20th March 19% by the executive committee of the 
Tmm C ~ u n c i l  w i l l  provide a much-needed correct ive,  These resolutions 
which came i n t o  force on 5th May require  t he  heads of all organizations 
and enterprises ,  the  d i r ec to r s  of educational i n s t i t u t ions ,  "town 
~~mmandantsn and householders t o  car ry  out t he  folluwing: 

1 To have the  pavements and roadways of ear thern,  paved and 
asphalted s t r e e t s  cleaned as f a r  a s  the middle of the s t r ee t  
m e m y  bebeen  2 a.m. and 6 a.m., and t o  look a f t e r  the lawns, 
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aryks and yards around t h e i r  buildings. To see tha t  the clean- 
l iness of t he  s t r e e t s  is  maintained throughout the day and tha t  
only water &om the aryks i s  used for  the spraying of lawns and 
streets.  

2, In  winter t o  have the s t r e e t s  cleared of snow and i c e  and 
the pavements sprinkled with sand. 

3. To have the rubbish col lected during the day, put i n t o  
garbage bins and taken, with the s n m  and ice ,  out s ide  the 
tuwn boundaries t o  a dumping ground t o  be assigned fo r  the  pur- 
pose by the Town Council. 

4. To build more san i ta ry  in s t a l l a t i ons  (e.g. public conven- 
iences) and where necessary t o  repa i r  the ex is t ing  ones, t o  
organize the t imely removal of all garbage t o  the appointed 
dumping grounds and regular ly t o  d is infec t  the sani tary in s t a l -  
la t ions and cattle-pens. 

5. To maintain fences and gates  i n  good order and t o  see tha t  
house number p l a t e s  a r e  properly affixed. 

6 .  To have houses painted i n  colours approved by the town 
archi tect ,  

7. The upkeep of public parks, the stadium, bus-stops and 
car parks, Sta t ion  Square and narketplaces t o  be made the 
responsibi l i ty  of the  appropriate administration. 

8. To require  the  Transport Administration t o  carry out re- 
pairs t o  bus-stops, provide benches for  waiting passengers, 
put up signposts,  and t o  see t o  the  cleanliness of the  buses. 

9. The Tuwn Council t o  be responsible for  the cleanliness of 
the m i n  boulevards and squares. 

10. To forbid make i t  a punishable offence: 

a )  TO sweep rubbish and empty garbage bins and slops 
i n t o  the  i r r i g a t i o n  canals, t o  wash dishes or l inen,  
o r  t o  d i p  c a t t l e  i n  the  aryks, or  t o  pour s a l t  m t e r  
from i c e  cream stards i n t o  them. 

b) To d i g  within the town boundaries for  clay, stone, 
sand o r  gravel. 

c )  TO obstruct pavements and t r a f f i c  a l l eys  with build- 
ing mater ials  or  t o  s t a r t  building without f i r s t  putting 
up a protect ive fence. 
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d )  To strew the  pavements wi th  ashes. 

e )  To graze c a t t l e  i n  the s t r e e t s  and parks of the tm. 

f )  To e rec t  without t he  perm ss ion  of the appropriate 
au thor i ty  kiosks,  s t a l l s ,  hawkerf s stands or  t o  park 
barrows i n  the  s t r ee t s .  

11 . The heads of t he  variol-1s en terpr i ses ,  establishments and organ- 
i z a t ions  t o  be m d e  responsible  for  t h e  recruitment of cleaning 
s t a f f .  The number of c leaners  t o  be determined by the area to  be 
cleaned, v iz .  - 2,500 sq. metres of paved surface,  and 3,000 se. 
metres of asphal t  surface f o r  each cleaner.  

12. Amyone not carrying out these reso lu t ions  w i l l  be subject to 
a f ine  of one hundred rubles.  

I The enforcement of these regula t ions  t o  r e s t  with the police, 
the  Anti-Epidemic S ta t ion  and t h e  Chief Architect.  

M l i c  amenities 

Judging by press  repor t s ,  the  public amenities of Frunze leave 
be desired. There i s  a crying need i n  t h e  town fo r  children's 

playing-fields. A t  present chi ldren spend the whole day i n  dir ty  yards 
o r  dusty s t r e e t s .  The grounds at tached t o  most of the schools are bare 
and have the  aspect of wasteland. The number of shops is also insuffi- 
c i en t :  the people l i v i n g  i n  one d i s t r i c t  of ten have t o  t ravel  to  anotkr 
par t  of the tuwn fo r  a loa f  of bread. I n  a l e t t e r  t oSove t ska~a  
f i r p i z k ,  a group of c i t i z e n s  livink; i n  Ebdaya Gvardiya Street  i n  the 
northern wt of t he  tm put t h i s  point c lear ly :  nAlthough a number 
of large blocks of f l a t s  which could e a s i l y  accomodate shops have been 
built along ou  s t r e e t ,  there  a r e  no grocers  here,  nor any shops selling 
manufactured goods apar t  from a stall at the  corner of Kaganovich and 
T i d ~ a z e v  St ree ts .  But even a t  this stall the  sa l e  of bread i s  not 
Properly organized and t o  buy groceries  and other  essent ia l s  we have to  
go t o  the t u w n  centre. This, however, i s  not always easy as  there are 
a s  yet  no buses m i n g  between our d i s t r i c t  and the town centre." The 

d i f  f i c u l t i e s  experienced by shoppers is  the subject of frequent comment 
i n  the press. It appears t ha t  "there is  only one hardware shop in the 
tm- T h i s  shop i s  patronized not only by t-sfolk but a lso by people 
fro;:, the surrounding settlements and vi l lage8  . . . . Of l a t e  many 
a r t i c l e s  have come on t o  the market i n  increasing numbers, and refiige- 
r a t m a ,  vacuum cleaners,  e l e c t r i c  heaters ,  etc.  a r e  m r e  readily avaFI- 
able ,  yet  in t h i ~  shop the se l ec t ion  of goods i s  res t r ic ted  an% the 
qual i ty  Poor. I n  the furn i ture  department, a d i m  labelled 'best 
~ u a l i t ~ '  had -easy s t a i n s  and was badly sprung. Who," asks the 
m i t e r ,  Lloula want such a divan?" Also d i f f i c u l t  t o  obtain are 
coat-hangerq and simple kitchen u t ens i l s  such a s  fish-slices, draining 
spOom, hid ha l f - l i t r e  mugs. These a r t ~ c l e s ,  it seems, a re  not 
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included i n  the production plan of the F'runze Krasnyi Metal l is t  Plant 
which manufactures aluminium kitchen ware. Clothing presents another 
problem: t o  buy a s u i t  of a par t icu lar  cut and c lo th  i s  d i f f i c u l t  a s  
o f t e n  the jacket i s  of one s i ze  and the t rousers  or s k i r t  of another, 
and sometime$ they a re  s a id  t o  be moth-eaten. 

Eating out i n  Fmnze s e t s  i t s  own problems: 'There i s  hardly 
a place where one can have a cheap and quick meal. In most restauranls 
and snack-bars the  menus a re  r e s t r i c t ed ,  pr ices  a r e  high and service 
d e  f i c i en t .  " A recent l e t t e r  t o  Sovetskaya K i r ~ i z i a  gives the follow- 
ing account: "Not long ago, during our lunch-hour my f'riend and I went 
into a snack-bar i n  Dzerzhinskii S t ree t ,  Business was brisk. I n  a 
dlngy room, grouped round two s t z a d  tables  s a t  the customers on 
rickety stools.  The counter hand i n  answer t o  our request for  some- 
thing t o  eat offered us boiled meat and horse-radish on condition tha t  
we had vpdka or  wine or  beer with it .  For t e a  she advised us t o  go t o  
another snack-bar, We went round t o  eight snack-bars i n  the Sverdlov 
d is t r ic t ,  but the same conditions applied there.  . . . We f ina l ly  
succeeded i n  ge t t ing  a cup of sugarless t e a  a t  the buffet of the 
Ministry of Culture. The waitress  here t o l d  us tha t  the tea  was brewed 
on her own i n i t i a t i v e  but that the d i rec tora te  would not allow the 
dining-room sugar t o  be used. I f  ," the wr i te r  con&ludes, "the snack- 
bars supplied coffee, t ea ,  milk, cream, cocoa, omelettes, sausages 
and similar hot foods and &inks they would great ly  increase t h e i r  
turnover and above a l l  give greater  s a t i s f ac t ion  t o  t h e i r  customers. 

Drinking vtater cons t i tu tes  a serious problem, fo r  i t  has t o  be 
brought t o  the town i n  underground pipes from Baityski i  reservoir,  
and the supply, i t  seems, i s  both i r regular  and insuf f ic ien t  . Drain- 
age in  the town i s  unsatisfactory. Many of the pipes a r e  broken and 
water washes away foundations and ruins  p l a s t e r  and walls. As a 
result new buildings a f t e r  several  months a r e  said t o  acquire "an 
unenviable appearancen, Again, although over the past t en  years the 
Population of Frunze has increased, the  number of bath-houses has 
remined the same. T O  get  i n t o  one nowadays i s  d i f f i c u l t ;  often it 
i s  necessary t o  queue for  qu i te  a l o w  time. Conditions i n  the bath- 
houses it seems, have worsened and the  dressing rooms a re  f i l thy .  
The No. 1 Dispensary i s  conspicuous for  i t s  unsanitary condition: 
the area around it i s  a heap of garbage and the building i t s e l f  i s  

In  the washing sec t ion  it i s  draughty and often there i s  no 
hot or cold water. 

E lec t r i f ica t ion  i s  s t i l l  f a r  from complete with the r e su l t  tha t  
a number of s t r e e t s  a r e  s t i l l  not lit and many e l e c t r i c  street-clocks 

not h c t i o n ,  nor i s  any attempt made t o  see that  those i n  working 
Order keep correct  time. 



RlBLIC WORKS AND SERVICES 

f i b l i c  t ransport  

Frunze t ransport  grows every year. I n  1951 the  first trolley-bus 
l i n e  was l a i d  and s ince then t h e  f l e e t  of buses has been doubled. TWO 
new l i n e s  were l a i d  i n  I953 and a third is i n  the process of constmc- 
t i o n  along Pioneer S t ree t .  On the  other  hand, although roads f'rom 
Frunze lead  t o  a l l  parts of Kirgizia ,  M e  t ranspor t  only serves a 
small a r ea  outside the  town and not even all of the d i s t r i c t s  within 
t h e  town boundaries. There a r e ,  however, regular  services t o  T O W ,  
Bystrovka, Przhevalsk and t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  Kalininskoe, ICyzyl-Asker 
Voroshilwskoe and Stalinskoe. Bus serv ices  begin a t  6 a.m. The 
. t o t a l  number of runs p r i l q r l d ' g y  h e s  in  the  tuwn is 240, and by buses 
plying between F'runze and the  outlying d i s t r i c t s  - 180. A report 
published on 26th February 1953 s t a t e d  t h a t  in 1952, 15 m. passengers 
were ca r r i ed  by Frunze t ranspor t ,  but t h a t  because of the poor condi- 
t i o n  of the roads and of many of the vehic les  ( i n  1953 only two thirds 
of the ava i lab le  machines were put i n t o  service)  1,338 t rave l  hours 
were lo s t .  The buses, it seems, a r e  poorly provided with spares and 
t y r e s ,  and because of t h e  condition of t he  roads become premturely 
worn out. The r epa i r  of buses i s  d i f f i c u l t  as a f t e r  the division of 

the  motor depot i n t o  a passenger and a f r e igh t  sect ion,  the passenger 
sect ion was l e f t  without workshops. 

The organization of public t ranspor t  i s  a l s o  unsatisfactory. 'It 
i s  d i f f i cu l t , '  wr i t e s  a correspondent on 27th February 1954, "to find 
out which bus goes where. Bus-stop s igns and ind ica tor  boards are 
scarce and where they do e x i s t ,  the l e t t e r i n g  i s  so  small as t o  be 
p rac t i ca l ly  indecipherable even by daylight.  . . . No one," he goes 
On, "directs  the t r a f f i c  and a s  a r e s u l t  near bus-stops there i s  gener- 
a l l y  a t r a f f i c  jam. Is i t  r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t , "  he asks,  'to bring order?' 

Many of t he  b m z e  buses dr ive  exoessively f a s t ,  the drivers often 
refusing t o  pu l l  up a t  a bus-stop if? there  a r e  only one or two Passen- 
gers waiting. The reason fo r  this i s  t h a t  dr ivers  have no fixed rate 
of Pay but a r e  p i d  according t o  the  number of runs they make Per day- 

A F ~  from buses and trolley-buses there  i s  a l a rge  f l ee t  of taxis 
i n  wunze. 'I)hese, however, have no meters and passengers are  there- 
fore  obliged t o  pay what the chauff-s demand which i s  often excessive@ 
Thus for  instance,  t o  go from the corner of Pioneer S t ree t  t o  the Dinarno 
Store,  taxi dr ive r s  charge anything f'rom three t o  t en  rubles. ID the 

of one w r i t e r ,  "state-owned ca r s  a r e  thus t-ed i n t o  sources Of 
P e r s o w  income for  the dr ivers  ." The complaint i s  a l s o  made that 
few of t he  dr ivers  and other o f f i c i a l s  of the Transport ~ d m i n i s t r a t i ~ ~  
a r e  natives. 

h n z e  as an indus t r i a l  centre  

w e  i s  now one of the princj i ndus t r i a l  centres of central 
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Asia. Since 1927 indus t r i a l  plants  have been bu i l t  almost yearly: a 
tannery i n  1929, a sawmill i n  1930, a meat kombinat i n  1931, a d i s t i l -  
lery and brewery i n  1932, furniture, cloth,  l iqueur,  tobacco and 
sewing-machine plants i n  1933, a metal works i n  1935 and a second 
tannery i n  1939. Since the  war, hemp and jute  mi l l s ,  t e x t i l e  plants 
machine-building plants  manufacturing agr icu l tura l  imp1 ements and the 
V_oroshilov hydroelectric s t a t i o n  have been bui l t .  

Tcday i n  Frunze a r e  concentrated undertakings fo r  the processing 
of practically the whole of the agr icu l tura l  produce of the Chu Valley; 
apart from this, F'runze produces a var ie ty  of a r t i c l e s  from canned foods 
and wines t o  h i t u r e  and bricks. I n  1950 the output of the heavy 
industries, i t  was claimed, was forty-five time greater  than tha t  of 
pre-revolutionary days. I n  1953 the indus t r ies  of Frunze fii ifi l led 
the annual plans by 102 per cent and for ty  enterprises completed t h e i r  
Programme ahead of schedule. 

Frunze a s  a cu l tura l  centre  

Frunze i s  a l so  the  hub of the cu l tura l  and a r t i s t i c  l i f e  of 
Kirgizia, Here i s  s i t ua t ed  the  S ta t e  University, founded i n  4951, 
and comprising f ive  f acu l t i e s ,  of his tory,  philology, Physics and 
mathematics, b io lom,  and geography and geology. I n  addition, there 
are also several other higher educational i n s t i t u t e s .  The Pedagogic 
Inst i tute  founded during the f i r s t  Five-Year man, has now seven 
faculties and t r a i n s  teachers for  both Russian and Kirgiz schools. 
The Skryabin Agricul tural  I n s t i t u t e  founded i n  1933, is  today the most 
important i n  f i rg i z i a ;  it has agronomioal, se r icu l tura l ,  veterinary 
and zootechnical departments. The Medical I n s t i t u t e  opened i n  1 93 9 
has both t ra in ing  and research departments. Besides these, there a r e  
a number of experimental s t a t i ons  where problems connected with the 
development of the natural  resources, economy and cul ture  of the republic 
are being massiduously investigatedm. In  Frunze i s  a l so  s i tua ted  the 
f i rgiz  A c a d q  of Sciences which i n  7943 was a f f i l i a t e d  t o  the Acaderqy 

Sciences of the USSR i n  Moscow. 

Frunze possesses a S ta t e  Publishing House, the Chernyshevskii 
State Public Library with a stock of 1;m. books, a regional museum, and 
an art gallery, A school of a r t s  and c r a f t s  and a school of music and 
ballet  play an important r o l e  i n  developing l a t e n t  t a l en t s  and foster ing 
local a r t ,  Two S ta t e  Theatres present opera, b a l l e t  and drama by the  
leading Russian and f i rg i z  p l v r i g h t s  and composers. There a r e  a s  
"ell seven cinemas where Russian, Kirgis and foreign films m y  be seen* 
The f i rg iz  S t a t e  R i j l -kmon ic  Orchestra a l s o  contributes t o  the cu l tura l  
l i fe  of the town with frequent concerts. It i s  said t o  have l a i d  a 

foundation for  the development and perfection of native music. 



f i t u r e  prospects 

Although conditions i n  Frunze a s  described i n  t h i s  a r t ic le  are 
f a r  fYom s a t i s f a c t o q ,  it should be remembered tha t  the Soviet press 
tends t o  overstress  both achievements and fa i l ings  and t h i s  may at  
t imes r e s u l t  i n  a somewhat exaggerated and dis tor ted  picture. The 
geographical posi t ion of Frunze should a l so  be borne i n  mind: althou& 
the  Chu Valley and fiunze oblas t  cover only 7.6 pe r  cent of the whole 
1; E r1-ltm-y of Kirgizia,  i t  i s  the most densely populated area of the 
republic and of v i t a l  importance agr icul tura l ly  and industrially. 
Most of the principal  indus t r i a l  undertakings and nearly a third of the 
t o t a l  agr icul tura l  output of the  republic i s  concentrated i n  th is  area, 
which i s  capable of ye t  fur ther  and extensive exploitation. The 
completion of the Chu Valley i r r i g a t i o n  project (see Central Asian 
Review Vol. 11, No. 2) w i l l  grea t ly  increase the agricultural potential - 
of the va l ley  and the supply of e l e c t r i c  power t o  F r m e  and the 
neighbouring areas. Thus, whatever the  present shortcomings and delays, 
Frunze i s  l i k e l y  t o  grow s t i l l  further both i n  s ize  and importailce i n  
t he  years t o  come. 
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N A T I O N A L  M I N O R I T I E S  

Introduction - I. The Dungans - Distr ibut ion - Theories of t h e i r  
origin - Dis t r ibu t ion  in China - Language and alphabet -- Scholas- 
t i c  achievements - Way of l i f e  - 11. The Uighurs - History and 
Ciistribution - Language and ancient alphabet - Modern l i ngu i s t i c s  
and new alphabet - Schools for  U i g h u r s  - Higher education. 

The Uighurs and Dungans a r e  two d i s t i n c t  national minorities l i v ing  
chiefly i n  the eas te rn  t e r r i t 0 r i . e ~  of the Kazakh and Kirgiz republics,  
thoug1-1 they a r e  a l s o  t o  be found i n  much smaller numbers in Uzbekis- 
tan and Turhenis tan ,  The common feature which unites them is  tha t  
they both come o r ig ina l ly  from China, having migrated t o  Russia from 
Sinkiang a t  the time of the  rebe l l ion  against the Manchus in the seven- 
t i e s  and e ight ies  of t he  l a s t  century, 

I, The m a n s  

The his tory of the Dungans i s  eas ie r  t o  follow than that of the 
Uighurs, who belong t o  an ethnic  group of some complexity. The 
Dungans a re  descended from Turkish-speaking Muslim s e t t l e r s  in m u ,  
Parts of Shensi and Ningsia, and a r e  of the Mongol race. They d i f f e r ,  
hbwever, both fiom the Chinese, among whom they formerly l ived ,  and 
from the Mongols of Outer Mongolia, f'rom whom they became detached a t  
an early date ,  i n  being ardent Muslims. 

Distribution 

Those w:lo &grated t o  Russia s e t t l e d  a s  compact groups of c u l t i m -  
tors most,ly i n  four d i s t r i c t s  of Semirechye, an administrative uni t  of 
what was then ca l led  Russian Turkestan, naw part  of Kazakhstan, avoiding 
Only for some reason the Kopal Lepsinsk areas.  Their number a t  the 
time of the 1897 census d id  not exceed 14,130, or 1.43 Per cent of the 
to ta l  population of Semirechye. A small group of Dungans migrated 
b t h e r  west t o  the Fergana Valley (1,640 i n  a l l ) ,  and 509 of them turned 
Up ip l?llat was then ca l led  the Syr-Darya administrative d i s t r i c t .  The 
t o t a l  number of Dunmn i-grants was, in 1897, 16,279 or 0.30 of the 
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population of Russian Turkestan, It i s  of note tha t  no attempt was 
made by them t o  s e t t l e  i n  the  khanates o r  emirates of Central Asia. 

During t h e i r  shor t  sojourn i n  Russia, the  Dungans have suffered 
l i t t l e  extraneous pressure and have been ab le ,  i t  i s  claj.ved, not only 
t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  awn language, r e l i g ion  and some of t h e i r  customs and 
ways of l i f e ,  but t o  reach a s t a t e  of prosperi ty  unusually high for 
.the native population of Eastern Kazakhstan, A t  present the Dungan 
community i n  the USSR s t i l l  numbers under 25,000. 

Theories of t h e i r  ori- 

An a r t i c l e  i n  Swetskaya Etnografiya of 1954, on the origins of 
the Dungans, discusses the various theor ies  of t h e i r  origin. One, 
t h a t  they a r e  of common stock wi th  the  Uighurs, is  held t o  be impossi- 
b le  because of the f ac t  t ha t  t h e  Dungans use Chinese characters in their 
ordinary wri t ing,  and Arabic s c r i p t  only for  t h e i r  sacred books, which 
d i f f e r s  from the  pract ice of the Uighurs. A second theory assumes that 
m g a n s  d id  not migrate t o  China but a r e  an  aboriginal Chinese ~ n g o l  
race who became ~ o n v e r t e d  t o  Islam. This is not uweld  by recent 
research. A t h i rd  theory of a common o r ig in  f o r  Chinese and Dungan3 
i s  advocated by the Muslim leader  Ma-Khun-Kui, the  president of the 
provincial government i n  NiTlgsia under Kuomintang, but i s  not borne 
out by h i s t o r i c a l  facts .  

The theory i n  favour i s  t h a t  t he  Dungan people a r e  Muslima who 
migrated t o  China from Pers ia ,  Arabia and Central Asia. They formed 
Part of a Mongol arqy composed of a b j e c t  t r i b e s ,  which had as i t s  
object the conquest of China and the dsetruct ion of the Sung bstJ'* 
q numbered in a.11 some twenty or t h i r t y  d i f fe ren t  tribes. 

The Dungans f o r ~ w d  the  l a rges t  sect ion of the  armies on the Chinese 
western border, t h e i r  number being estimated by Chinese h i s t o r m s  at 
from h 0  t o  three mil l ion men. Among these were armourers, engineers, 
o f f i c i a l s  and c r a f t a n .  There a r e  evenreferences  t o  aDungan 
fleet.  Mention i s  a l s o  made of Dungan civil servants,  scholars and 
technicians seming the Mongol emperors i n  various Chinese provinces 

Distr ibut ion i n  China 

After the Mongol conquest of China, the Dungans spread rapiuY 
n t h  the invading armies over t he  whole country. A t  the downfall 
the a -sty i n  1 279, some Dungan troops were l e f t  i n  the Chinese 
~ l a l n  for  garrison dut ies  while others  were s tat ioned along the coastd 
regions. The north-weat provinces, near the  borders of Persia and 
Arabia, were the first t o  be conquered and the Dungans penetrated there 
ln a continuaus stream, which explains the presence today of so 
them i n  the provinces of Sinkiang, &nsu, Shensi, Ningsla d chmn@* 
Under the Yuen -sty, Dungam penetrated t d  all pa r t s  of China. 
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The so-called nChinese Muslimse, consis t ing of Dungan so ld ie rs ,  
aristocrats,  o f f i c i a l s  , scholars and technicians,  merchants and nordi- 
nary peoplen, a s  they increased i n  numbers gradually formed the Dungan 
people. These or ig ina l  immigrants t o  China were joined by some 
Turldc elements fram Central A s i a ,  and a ce r t a in  amount of intermarriage 
with Chinese women took place. A number of Mongols who turned Musllm, 
as well a s  some Persians and Arahs already s e t t l e d  i n  C h i n a  before the 
Yuen period, a l s o  mixed with the  Dungans there. The Dungans a r e  thus 
seen to be the product of a mixture of people from Pers ia ,  Arabia, 
Central Asia and elsewhere, i n  addi t ion t o  Chinese, Mongolian and other 
elements. 

The a r t i c l e  goes on t o  s t a t e  t ha t  t he  Dungans form one of the 
largest nunority groups i n  China, estimated by Soviet spec i a l i s t s  a t  
from seven t o  eight mil l ion inhabitants,  They l i v e  along the  r a i n  
Kashgar-Peiping road, but a r e  mostly concentrated i n  the Kansu, Shensi 
and Sinkiang M n g  t o  t h e i r  "weak t e r r i t o r i a l  consolidat ion", 
i t  has not been possible  t o  accept them a s  a nation, but,  wi th  the 
creation of the Chinese Peoples1 Republic, t h e i r  nat ional  r i gh t s  have 
been recognized and t h e i r  first two national raions organized i n  north- 
west China, 

Dungan lanpuage and alphabet 

The spoken langua,e of the Dungans l i v ing  in the USSR, evolved 
from the W s u  and Shensi d i a l ec t s  of Chinese, contains a smaller 
number of Arabic words than the language of the Sinkiang Du-wns and 
differs  sorilewhat f'rom i t  i n  phonetics, morphology and s,ntax. Up t o  
1927 the Dungans of the USSR had no mitt en language ; the f h s t  alpha- 
bet t o  be draf ted for  them i n  Soviet times was based on the Arabic 
Smipt. This was, however, r e j e c t e d i n  2927 a t  a conference of native 
and Russian l i ngu i s t s ,  who f i n a l l y  brought out a la t in ieed  alphabet in 
1932, In 1937, new regulations were made for  dea l ingwi th  the D u ~  
orthography and i t  was decided that t h e i r  alphabet should be based on 
the Russian one, i n  accordance with the general policy of russianizing 
the scr ip ts  of national e n t i t i e s .  

The general ru les  and principles  governing the new sc r ip t  have only 
recently been apprwed in de ta i l .  There has been no question of 
contradictory d i a l e c t i c a l  usage, as the decision was made fram the s t e t  
t o  accept the Ransu d i a l ec t ,  u s i x  Shensi devia t iom only occasionally. 

In May 1953 a t  a gathering i n  munze of the Kirgiz branch of the 
Moscow Academy of Sciences, a hundred Dungan, Kirgiz , Kazakh, Uighur 
and Russian spec i a l i s t s  met t o  discuss,  m i n l y  the language problems 
confronting the Dun@;ans. A prominent part i n  these discussions was 
taken by A. ~a l imov ,  a y- ~une;an l i ngu i s t ,  who read a paper on the 
Principles of the new alphabet and the ru l e s  governing i t s  orthopapb'. 
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I n  l l n e  with the general trend of Russian prac t ice ,  no attempt was made 
t o  i n s i s t  on too close a phonetic t ranscr ip t ion ,  which might have 
imperilled the  universal use of t he  new alphabet by the Dungans. The 
Conference hai led the decisions taken a s  an  outstanding example of the 
achievements of the Communist Party i n  f i r g i z i a  i n  i t s  dealings-with 

nat ional  minorities.  

Scholast ic  achievements 

Much i s  being made of the  s c i e n t i f i c  achievements of a few young 
Dmgan h is tor ians ,  expecially of t he  young Dungan o r i en t a l i s t ,  Sushanlo, 
who jained the  preparatory c l a s s  of t he  S t a t e  Pedagogical Inst i tute  at  
FYunze i n  1 93 5 and graduated from there  i n  1 941 . S u s M o  studied as 
a post-graduate student at the I n s t i t u t e  of Oriental  Languages of the 
USSR Acadeqy of Sciences, a t  which he had access not only t o  the orth- 
odox works of the  leading Marxist c l a s s i c a l  wr i t e r s ,  but t o  those of the 
Chinese revolutionary leader ,  fro, i n  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  t ex t  - a task not 
t o o d i f f i c u l t  for  aDungan scholar. Later ,  S u s h a n l o w o r k e d ~ n g t h e  
archives of Leningrad, Alma-Ata and Frumze wi th  t h e i r  invaluable 
co l lec t ion  of or ien ta l ia .  A s  a r e s u l t  of h i s  researches,  he published 
a d i s se r t a t i on  on the  "Dungan rebe l l ion  i n  north-west China i n  the 
second half  of the  nineteenth century and the par t  played i n  i t  by 
Bai Yan Hun. This a r t i c l e ,  mihich deals  with the  struggle of the 
Chinese and t h e i r  uwn n a t i o d  minori t ies  in China against the Manchus, 
s e t s  out t o  prove tha t  the rebe l l ion  was an  anti-Manchu peasant rising 
and paved the way f o r  the successful nat ional  s t ruggle fo r  freedom, now 
a t ta ined  by the coming t o  power of the Chinese C o d s t s .  

S ~ ~ h a n l o  remains, however, an exception, fo r  even a cursory study 
of available da t a  on educational f a c i l i t i e s  -ng the  n a t i o d  minori- 
t i e s  makes it c l ea r  t h a t  the ~ c h o o l s  a r e  not i n  a position t o  mass- 
produce the  type of student fo r  which t h e  unLversities a r e  clamouring* 

Way of l i f e  

In t h e i r  homeland the Dungans were mostly a g r % c i l t u r d i s t s  and 
brought t o  Russian Central Asia the knowledge of r i c e  cultivation, 
f r u i t  and vegetable g r c d n g  and the product ion of opium, the l a t t e r  
forming a v i t a l  commercial a s se t  t o  them at the  present day. Opium 
was first made hown i n  eastern Asia by t h e  k a b s  a s  a medicine, a d  
b n c e  the eighteenth century has been widely pm a s  a narcotic. It 
w a s  first introduced in to  Semirechye i n  1916 by both Uighur and Dunsn 
cu l t iva tors ,  who brought with them from the  Chinese, the  pioneers 
opium g r m n g ,  a high l eve l  of technical s k i l l  i n  i t s  producti0ne - 

The Soviet press readi ly concedes tha t  the  Dungans possess great 
a ~ i d t u a l  skill. Prac t ica l ly  all t h e i r  s e t t l e m n t  s, it is claimed, 

Provided with e l e c t r i c  power, and they rank f i r s t  i n  t he i r  
d i a t r i c t a  as producers of r i c e ,  opium and cotton, It i s  stressed that 
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the Dungans, a f t e r  t h e i r  migration t o  Russia, soon acquired more pro- 
gressive ideas i n  t h e i r  everyday l i f e ,  and gave up, for  example, the 
harmful practice of binding the  breasts  and f ee t  of t h e i r  women. 

The Dungans i n  t h e i r  ear ly  days i n  Russia owned t h e i r  land on a 
conrmunal basis.  Communist h i s tor ians  s t a t e  t ha t  abuses soon appeared 
and malpractices which resu l ted  in 1nequali.ties of wealth and growth of 
the kulak class .  Collective ownership persis ted only i n  name. 

It is of some i n t e r e s t  tha t  the  Dungans coming t o  Russia made it 
their habit t o  s e t t l e  i n  compact groups of population, even within c i t y  
boundaries. This was made possible by the considerable amount of 
land made avai lable  t o  s e t t l e r s .  

History and d i s t r i b u t i z ,  

The press of today has more t o  say about the Uighurg a people 
re2resentin.g the most ea s t e r ly  branch of t he  Turkic t r ibes ,  A t  the 
present tlme the Uighurs form the predominant part  of the population 
of Eastern ~ u r k k s t a n ,  i,e., of the Chinese province of Sinkiang, and 
a few Uighut-s a r e  s e t t l e d  i n  the basin of the  Ili r lve r  where they 
are hown a s  Taranchi, 

It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  define the ethnic  or ig in  of the Uighurs. 
Whatever they are ,  they a re  ce r t a in ly  not Chinese Uzbeks a s  an 
authority on the geography of the  USSR recently asserted. It is, 
however, wel l  es tabl ished t h a t  i n  the n in th  century they were driven 
by t r i bes  of Erg-Lz or ig in  frm the  sources of the Yenisei r iver .  
Outside the USSR they number several millions and even i n  Soviet 
Central A s i a  are much more widespread than the Dungans. They l i v e  in 
compact groups i n  the  eas t  of the  Alma-Ata oblast and t o  a l e s se r  
extent i n  Andizhan, Fergana and in pa r t s  of the fir@ republic. 

According t o  the 1939 census, the number of U i g h u r s  i n  Uzbekls- 
tan amountedto 50,600 or 0,8 of the 6,271,300 inhabitants of t h a t  
republic. Many of them a r e  s e t t l e d  i n  the Andizhan oblast and, 
together with the ~ u n g m s ,  a r e  established i n  Kazakhstan i n  the Illma- 
Ata and T a l d y - w g m ~  oblasts.  Uighur settlements a r e  a l so  t o  be 
Pound among Uzbek and T&hik enclaves i n  the south of Kirgizia, those 

Dungang in  the  Chu val ley and i n  the v ~ c i n i t y  of Przhevalsk and Osh. 

A recent book m i t t e n  by Me Ubirov ,  dealing with t h e i r  migration 
into Russia, has been v i o l e ~ l t l y  c r i t i c i zed  on the grouTlds of i t s  

aiator t ion of t h e  f ac t s  and of the i.ncomnplete coneideration g i ~ n  by 
the author t o  the involved i n t e r m t i o n a l  s i tua t ion  of the s i x t i e s  and 
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seventies of thc l a s t  century. He has a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  s t r e s s  the 
p r e d a t o q  po1 ic i . e~  of t he  ?Br i t i sh  colonizersn of those days, and their 
design f o r  the conquest of Eastern Turkestan. A t  the  same t i m  the 
author praised the nat ional  po l i c i e s  of t h e  feudal khanates and 
emirates,  The book was considered so  weak ideological ly  that  it had 
t o  be returned t o  the  author f o r  d r a s t i c  rev is ion  i n  l i n e  with party 
p o l i t i c s .  The department concerned wi th  Uighur-Dungan culture a t  the 
Kirgiz Academy was pa r t i cu l a r ly  Flamed f o r  not tak ing  the  trouble to 
discuss  the thes i s  before publication, 

L a n w g e  and ancient alphabe3 

From the  l i n g u i s t i c  and c u l t u r a l  point of view the  Uighurs are 
c loser  t o  the Uzbeks than t o  any other  e thnic  group i n  Central Asia, 
though i n  t h e i r  language there  a r e  fewer Persian and Arabic elements, 
They are  Sunni Muslims and according t o  Soviet experts ,  t he i r  beliefs 
r e t a i n  t races  of a primit ive animalism, 

The ancient Uighur s c r i p t  i s  supposed t o  be derived ei ther  from 
Aramaic o r  from the s c r i p t  used i n  Sogdiana, t he  ancient province 
corresponding t o  the modern d i s t r i c t s  of Saxmrkand and Bukhara, It 
i s  sa id  t o  have been used a s  the COUI-t s c r i p t  of the  Golden Horde from 
the  th i r t een th  t o  the f i f t e e n t h  century and t o  have survived t o  eom 
extent until the  seventeenth or  eighteenth centuries .  With the spread 
of Islam, the  or ig ina l  U i g h u r  s c r i p t  was supplanted by the Arabic 
alphabet. Modern U i g h u r ,  wi th in  the USSR, i s  represented by two 
bas ic  d i a l ec t s :  the  Ili d i a l e c t  used i n  Kazakhstan and the Kashgar- 
Yarkend d i a l ec t  spoken i n  Uzbekistan, 

Modern l i n g u i s t i c s  and the new alphabet 

Lately much a t t en t ion  has been p i d  t o  Uighur l i ngu i s t i c s  and t o  
t he  general l eve l  of education among Uighurs i n  rural d i s t r i c t s .  Five 
years ago , a department of Uighur-Dungan cu l tu re  a t  the AcadeW of 
Science8 of the Kazakh 3SR was formed where much study has been done 
i n  the f i e l d  of l inguis t ics .  New textbooks for  elementary and second- 
ary schools for  the study of the Uighur language and l i t e r a t u r e  have 
been prokced  and various schools f o r  Uighurs e x i s t  in Kazakhstan, 
Young Uighur s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  s t a t ed  t o  be working on a number of prob- 
lems i n  connection with h is tory ,  language and l i t e r a t u r e  of t he i r  
country. 

I n  t h i s  connection, the  Dungan-Uighur sec t ion  of the  Kir@ 
A c a d q  of Sciences has a l ~ o  received reinforcements from Moscow ad 
Leni- for the purpose of compiling a Uighur-Russian dicti.onW0 
A t  the same t ine  all t races  of %ismn i n  K r g i z ,  Uighur and fizak 
d i a l ec t s  a r e  t o  be ru th less ly  eliminated. 
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In 1947 a decree issued by the Presidium of the Soviet of the 
Kazakh Republic marked a major departure from past pract ice : the Uighur 
alphabet was t o  be no longer based on Latin but on Russian characters 
in response, it  was claimed, t o  the  demand of a large number of Uigl~ur 
kolkhoz workers, i ndus t r i a l  labourers and l oca l  in te l l igentk ia .  This 
new alphabet was t o  be composed of 41 characters,  33 taken from Russian 
and 8 devised t o  represent sounds pecul iar  t o  U i g h u r  phonetics. The 
change-over was t o  take place progressively i n  the schools; i n  the case 
of primary schools and the lower forms of the secondary schools by 1947, 
but not till I 948  i n  the  seven-year and the middle schools. The native 
press was t o  adopt the  new alphabet i n  1947. 

Schools for  Uighurs 

Much a t ten t ion  i s  now being paid t o  the  Uighur schools. In the  
Alma-Ata oblast,  the  number of schools i s  expanding rapidly though a s  
yet not enough a t t en t ion  i s  given t o  ins t ruc t ion  in the senior forms. 
In five Alma-Ata raions U i g h u r  children a r e  taught i n  t h e i r  language 
at the Uighur primary schools and very exceptionally up t o  the seventh 
form. In  most cases,  a f t e r  completing t h e i r  fourth form, Uighur 
children a r e  t ransferred t o  Russian o r  Kazakh schools on account of the 
lack of any middle school i n  which the en t i r e  curriculum i s  taught i n  
Uighur, I11 the  so-called Uighurski raion, however, there a re  s i x  Uighur 
seven-year schools, but not a s ingle  ten-year one. I n  some Kazakh 
schools U i g h u r  chi ldren can be taught i n  t h e i r  own language up t o  the 
seventh form and a r e  then t ransferred t o  the two leading Uighur schools 
at  the Bolshe-Aksu or Bolshe-Ketmen Uighur settlement S. 

There i s  not a s ingle  Teacherst I n s t i t u t e  which qua l i f ies  instruc- 
tors t~ teach children of the f i f t h  t o  seventh classes  i n  Uighur schools 
and the only avai lable  instruct ion for  teachers of primary schools is  a t  
the Panfilov and Turgen Teachers' I n s t i t u t e .  Thus, it seems, tha t  the 
whole problem of teaching Uighur children i n  senior c lasses  i n  t h e i r  

language i s  s t i l l  awaiting solution. 

Even a t  the Aksu and Ketmen schools, instruct ion i s  not on a high 
level, and twenty g i r l  graduates from Bolshe-Ketmen recently f a i l ed  i n  
entrance t e s t s  t o  a Teachers 8 I n s t i t u t e  i n  Russian, Kazakh and a forelm 
language examination. A t  the la rge  Ketmen school fo r  450 Uighur 
kolkhoz children, Russian i s  not taught a t  a l l  i n  the senior c lasses ,  a s  
the Russian teacher, who was appointed sore tj.mc ago, fa i led  t o  turn UP* 
For several years i n  the higher forms of t h i s  school there has been only 
One Russian text-book for  the use of t h i r t y  t o  for ty  pupils and the  
library i s  poorly stocked, ~ t h o u t  even a Mayakovski on i t s  shelves. 
*t the Bolshe-Aksu school, with accommodation for  900 pupils,  there are  

Russian textbooks for  t h e  f i f th  and s ix th  forms, and the rules  of 
@ w r  have t o  be wr i t ten  on a blackboard, causing considerable waste 
of t i m e  
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Other repor t s  s t r e s s  the  l a c k  of textbooks i n  the Kazakh schools 
open t o  Uighurs, though l a rge  numbers of U i g h u r  children attend these 
schools. Morewer, i n  the lower forms, h z a k h  and Russian teachers 
a r e  hampered by t h e i r  ignorance of Uighur, Altogether Uighur children 
have considerable d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  overcome in the  course of their 
educati  on : they a r e  supposed t o  have a thorough hawledge of the Eizakh 
language in the  eighth t o  t he  t en th  form, though this i s  practically 
~ m p w s i b l e  f o r  them. The middle schools do not always teach foreigu 
languages, and graduates frorrl the Selo Dubun and other schools have 
been h o w n  t o  reach t h e i r  e ighth form without knowing even the rudiments 
of any foreign language. 

U i g h u r  children must st* four languages: Uighur up t o  the 
seventh form, Kazakh, Russian and another fore ign  language from the 
eighth form till t h e i r  graduation, The r e s u l t  has been a scanty Isnow- 
ledge of all four languages and has caused the  eighth form t o  be c r d d  
with pupils a t tending the same form f o r  the  second year. 

The obvious so lu t ion  - t o  continue in s t ruc t ion  in U i g m  through- 
out the  middle school - i s  made impossible by the  lack  of qualified 
teachers. Moreover, the U i g h u r  s tudents  w i th  t h e i r  l imited knmledge 
of Russian or  Kazakh would i n  such circumstances f ind  i t  very difficult 
t o  q d i f Y  fo r  the higher educational establishments. 

To extend the number of boarding schools i s  proposed a s  a solution, 
but a c c m t i o n  i n  these i s  limited. In the  Bolshe-Ketmen school 
only 80 out of 120 applicante can be admitted and a t  the Bolshe-Aksu 
120 out of 200. 

Deficiencies are a l so  t o  be noted i n  school buildings and eqdp** 
I n  the Aksu school, desks have not been repaired,  and three children 
share a desk intended f o r  two. Vent i la t ion  i s  inadequate and in me 
class-room a ce i l i ng  crumbled recent ly  a f t e r  heavy rain.  DiakTm ad 
visual a ids  fo r  the study of physics and chemistry a r e  lacking and in 
general there i s  a shortage of teachers  for  f o r e i s  languages and mthe- 
=tics. h n ~  teachers a r e  very young and unqualified] a t  the chundeha 
school a German master turned up recent ly wi th  p rac t i ca l ly  no knowledge 
of the comnonest German words. For some schools no headmastera can be 
found with su i tab le  qual i f icat ions.  

UP till m, in f ac t ,  the  echcmls i n  the  Uighur raion have been 
badly neglected. 

H i h e r  education 

In contrast with t h i s  r a the r  g l o w  pic ture  of the school situstim 
there a r e  glowing reports  of Uighur youth freely mixing at with 
h-, Uzbek~ and Russians, both i n  and out of c lass .  A t  the 
S t a t e  University more than twenty Uighurs a r e  studying journalism, 
b i o l o ~  and chemistry, while others a r e  attending the mining, 
and a e t e r i m  inEtitutea.  St511 o t h ~ r a  a r e  f n  he found in the 
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of Moscow, Leningrad, Tashkent and Frunze and there a r e  even ten  
post-graduate students . A woman Uighur student has recently deliver- 
ed a thesis  on the "Public and Family Li fe  of Uighur women i n  Kazakh- 
stan", which is the  second e 'i lmographic work on the Uighurs t o  appear. 
Her opponent was the  celebrated Professor A. Bernstam, a t  one time a 
deviationist . 

It therefore seems tha t ,  given the necessary educational f a c i l i t i e s ,  
Uighur studenks a r e  ab le  t o  hold t h e i r  OWTI i n  competitj..~n with students 
of Kazakh and even of Russian nat ional i ty .  

Sources 

1. Central Asian press. 

2. Sovetskaya Etnografiya, 19%. 

3 .  Uchit e l  skaya Gazeta. 
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T H E  K A R A - K U M  C A N A L  P R O J E C T  

Importance of water - Early surveys - The project  - Constructional 
Technique - Organization and progress - Kara-Kum desert  today and 
tomorrow. 

When i t  i s  reca l led  t h a t  nine-tenths of t he  Turlanen SSR i s  occupied by 
the Kara-Kum deser t ,  an a r i d  expanse of undulating hillocks of shifting 

sand and saksaul,  the  immense importance of the  ma-Kum canal and i t s  
very great i r r i g a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  w i l l  be readi ly  appreciated, In 
1946, when the  t r ace  of the canal now under construction was finally 
delineated and approved, a Soviet journa l i s t  described the part played 
by water i n  the da i ly  l i f e  of Turlanenistan i n  the following words: 

w a t e r  i s  of paramount importance t o  the Turkmen. It figures in 
al l  Turkmen h is tory  and legend. Water has given r i s e  t o  wars 
and has enriched or  destroyed whole nations. Water was a stand- 
ard i n  the relat ionships among people, and it was pa r t  of a bride's 
d m .  . . . Before the  Revolution, water i n  Turlanenia was divi- 
ded wong the  various clans,  each of which had i t s  own & or 
i r r i g a t i o n  canal. The biggest water owners w e r e  the Bai or f e ~ d a l  
lords.  According t o  clan usage, bachelors,  ch i ld less  couples and 
widows had no r i g h t  t o  awn water. Water was measured by time; 
f i f t een  minutes of water from t h e  aryk once i n  twelve days was the 
quota for  t h e  average s o i l  t i l l e r ,  while some of t he  very poor were 
permitted not more than four minutes once i n  s ixteen days. W i t h  
the  advent of t he  Soviet system, the water supply became the 
property of the  whole people. 

Early surveys 

Projects  fo r  i r r i g a t i n g  the  bra-Rum have been under diXussion @ 
s m e Y  by the Soviet au thor i tes  since 1925. The f i r s t  envls- 
aged the alignment of a new canal along the  Darya Lyk, the Supposed 
ancient bed of the  Amu-Darya, and the  diversion of the waters of that 
r i ve r  t o  the Caspian Sea. This project  and a s o w h a t  l a t e r  modification 

were, hawever, both re jec ted  on account both of the prohibitive 
f n  time and money and of the  almost insuperable technical difficd- 

ties involved - one of which, the t ravers ing  of the s a r y ~ s h  d e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
and the f i l l i n g  i n  of i t s  three hundred cubic kilometres with water, 
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would require anything, it was estimated, from f i v e  t o  seventeen years. 

Nevertheless: the or ig ina l  surveys were by no means f r u i t l e s s ,  f o r  
they proved that ,  apar t  from the technical d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved, a 
comprehensive i r r i g a t i o n  of the Kara-Kum desert  could not be achieved 
by the construction of a s ingle  canal across the northern s t re tches  and 
that a canal across  the south-eastern portion, u t i l i z i n g  the o ld  r iver  
beds of the Kelif Uiboi and Balkh r ivers ,  was by f a r  the m r e  pr,  c t  ical 
proposition. 

A number of d i f f e r en t  pro jec ts  w a s  elaborated by various Russian 
experts, but of them only two - the m a i n  Turkmen canal and the Kara-Kum 
canal - were adopted. O f  these, the former was t o  cross the north- 
western pa r t  of the Kara-Kum desert  from the Amu-Darya along the edge of 
the Sarykaqysh depression and the ancient bed of the  Western Uzboi t o  
the Caspian Sea - a t c t a l  dis tance cf 1100 kilome t res ;  and the  l a t t e r  
was to  follow the alignmen+, of the Kara-Kum canal a s  i t  i s  now being 
constructed. 

Between 1951 and the f i r s t ,  half of 1953 great publ ici ty  was given 
by the Soviet press  t o  the main Turlanen canal; bu t  since the middle 
of 195J9 no fu r the r  mention of i t  hns been made. Whether this complete 
silence i s  due t o  a temporary suspension of operations, or  whether the 
vast project has proved t o  be impracticable and has been abandoned, i s  
not yet known. The south-eastern project,  the Kara-Kum canal, on the 
other hand, is now being ac t ive ly  pressed forward and press references 
to the progress of the work a re  both numeroua and frequent. 

The Project . 
The purpose of t h i s  vast  project  is  t o  l ink, by canalization, the 

waters of the Amu-Dazya with those of the Murgab, the Tedzhen and a 
number of other  smaller r i ve r s  flowing down from the Kopet h g  mountains, 
and thus t o  f o m  a comprehensive network of waterways f o r  the i r r i ga -  
tion of the southern raiona of the Turlunen SSR. 

Star t ing from the v i l lage  of Bassaga an the l e f t  bank of the h- 
h r ~ a  and some miles upstream of Kerld, the canal w i l l  run in an almost 
straight line from eas t  t o  west, passing in the v ic in i ty  of the towns 
of % and Tedzhen, then turn- s l i gh t ly  north-westwards along the 
foot of the Kopet Dag mountains, through Ashkhabad t o  i t s  terminal at 
W a r d e n .  When completed, the canal w i l l  be some 950 kilometres 
length, its depth w i l l  be 4 t o  &. 5 metres, and i t  wi l l  have a bed width 
of 50 and a surf  ace width of 150 metres, 

Construction is  envisaged i n  three stages:- 

1. Am-Darya - Mary. 
2. Mary - Tedzhen. 
3 .  Tedzhen - Bakharden. 
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For the i n i t i a l  LAla lcnebs  of its length, the first sector utilizes 
the  Bassaga - Kerki canal ( completed i n  1929) and the Uzboi-Kelif 
canal  (1931), which a re  being widened and deepened t o  the requisite 
dimensions; thence f o r  a f u r t h e r  70 kilometres i t  follows the ancient 
bed of the  Kelif  -Uzboi r i v e r ?  where a reservoi r  covering 82 square 
kilome t r e s  and with a capaci ty of 350 m. cubic metres of water i s  t o  be 
constructed. The canal w i l l  then thrust due west through 213 kilo- 
metres of deser t ,  across t he  Chardzhou - Mary railway l i ne  into the 
a r i d  regions of the Bairam-Ali and Mary d i s t r i c t s  and join the river 
Murgab a t  the Qri Gussar dam, a l i t t l e  downstream of Mary i tself .  The 
alignment of the second and t h i r d  sec tors  is  comparatively straight- 
forward; i t  follows in c lose  proldmity t o  the  railway and requires no 
f u r t h e r  de t a i l ed  elaboration. 

The flow of water from the Amu-ma through the canal w i l l  follow 
natural ly ,  and no expensive dams, pumping s t a t i o n s  or  other ar t i f  i c i d  
means of propulsion w i l l  be required. A s  the canal w i l l ,  however! be 
used f o r  navigation a s  wel l  a s  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  purposes, a rider of 
s lu i ces  and locks w i l l  be constructed along it. 

Storage of water w i l l  be ensured by the construction of a number 
of la rge  reservoi rs  a t  se lec ted  points:  in addit ion t o  the 'Kelif- 
Uzboi reservoir  mentioned above, a g rea t  reservoir ,  t o  hold a thousand 
million cubic metres of water, and a hydroe lec t r ic  pmer-station are to 
be constructed "so~lhewhere near the middle" of the first sector; another, 
destined t o  be "the l a r g e s t  water reservoi r  in klanenistan",  w i l l  
be b u i l t  a t  Sary Yazy on the Murgab r i v e r ;  the Iolatan and Indu-Kush 
dams have already been enlarged, reinforced and re-bui l t ,  and the 
Tedzhen and Sary Yabluch reservoi rs  w i l l  be completed by the end of 
t h i s  year. 

F ina l  app rwa l  t o  the pro jec t  was given towards the end of 19469 
and i t  was or ig ina l ly  intended t h a t  work on the f i r s t  sector should 
comence in 1947 and be completed by the end of 1951. This, obviousU9 
h a s p r w e d t o  be impracticable. men,  i n  f a c t ,  constructionwaseven- 
tud1-Y s t a r t e d  i s  not qui te  c l ea r ;  but the pro jec t  i s  now Said to be 
in f ull Swing, and from the f a c t  t h a t  by May 1954 only 100 kilometres 
of the first  sector  had been completed, i t  is obvious tha t  the delay 
cOrrmEnckg operations must have been considerable. 

The in t e rvenhg  period was not, however, one of complete inactivitY' 
and a very considerable amount of p m l i w  S-y and preparatOfl 
found to be e s sen t i a l  before const-tion could be*, was carried 
In &Y 1947 a reconnaissance par ty  of the Geological ~ e ~ a r t m e n t  of 
Twbeniatm. ,  under the leadership of the endineer, Rybakavt crossed 
the south-eastern ha-Kum by car  from west t o  eas t ,  s t a r t i ng  
-lww s t a t i on  of Zakhme t  and following the projected a l i v n t  of the 
Oanal throughout its 1*20 kilometre length t o  Bassaga. f i l e  the prm 
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object of I@bakovts expedition was t o  t e s t  the f e a s i b i l i t y  of crossing 
the dr i f t ing  sand dunes of the deser t  by motor transport - a fea t  
hitherto regarded by experienced explorers a s  impossible - it carr ied 
out a t  the same time a comprehensive search for  wells and other possible 
sources of water supply f o r  the geological survey par t ies  which were 
to follow i n  the  summer, and it a l s o  checked the preliminary survey 
work done in the past along the alignment of the future canal. 

The successful accomplishment of the  primary object was regarded 
as being of the  grea tes t  importance t o  the future work of construction; 
his t r a i l ,  Rybakov considered, could readily be improved by construction 
gangs and the use of mechanical transport would great ly  f a c i l i t a t e  the 
carrying of e s sen t i a l  equ ipen t  and supplies. Rybakov's expedition 
was followed a few months l a t e r  by four par t ies  with the tasks of 
continuing the geological survey and s t a r t i ng  boring operations. 

Again, i n  March 1948 i t  was reported that some 250 spec i a l i s t s  of 
the Turhen Geological Department were supenrising hydro-geological 
investigations along the  whole length of the first sector ,  and that 
hydro-geological s t a t i ons  for the study of the sub-soil waters had been 
set up both i n  the Murgab basin and along the course of the canal. 

From all t h i s  it would appear that the tentat ive dates  envisaged 
a t  the end of 1946 were probably a piece of departmental optimism, and 
that a vast amount of preliminary survey and preparation has had t o  be 
con~le ted  before t h e  ac tua l  construction could profi tably be cammenced. 
The current ta rge t  date  f o r  the completion of the whole canal i s  
set  for the end of 1958. 

Constructional technique. 

The nhowingn method of con~tr-uction (i.e. the admission of water 
to the canal progressively a s  it i s  excavated) has been preferred t o  
the "dryw excavation method. The l a t t e r  admittedly has the advantage 
that work o m  be car r ied  on sirmiltaneously a t  any number of places 
along the whole length of the  canal; but against t h i s  advantage, the 
"dry cutn method c a l l s  for  a n c i l l a ~ y  sex-vices which, i n  the t e r r a in  t o  
be traversed, would be extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  or@e; a road or 

would have t o  be constructed a s  a supply l i ne ;  workers' 
settlements would have t o  be bu i l t  a t  regular intervals  and special 
arrangements made for  t h e i r  water supply; the construction of a road 
Or railway pa ra l l e l ,  and i n  close proximity, t o  the canal would neces- 
s i t a t e  the clearance of a l l  vegetation, which helps t o  bind the s o i l  
and Would thus increase the dangers and d i f f i cu l t i e s  caused by the 
Presence of sh i f t i ng  sand on the inmediate canal banks; and t h i s  sh i f t -  

ing sand wouid, i n  i t s  turn, great ly  complicate the planting of protec- 
t ive be l t s  of young t r e e s  along the canal. 
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With the 'flowing" me,thod a l l  these d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  avoided; 
supplies and equ ipen t  can be brought up by water along the length of 
canal already constructed; workmen can be b i l l e t t e d  on board the 
3-ton barges which advance sirmiltaneously with the  progress of the 
canal. j and the question of a special  water supply for  them does not 
a r i s e ,  

The whole process of construction is  ent i re ly  mechanized, and 
mual labour has been reduced t o  a minimum - a fac t  which both reduces 
the  cost  of the project and simplif ies  the whole organization. First- 
l y ,  small suction dredgers a re  employed t o  cut a narrow, preliminary 
canal; these a re  followed by la rge  dredgers, supplied with current by 
floaticg power-stations, which gradually widen and deepen the canal to  
the desired dimensions ; and supplementary t o  these m i n  mechanical 
implements a re  a number of others - self-propelled excavators, bulldoz- 
e r s ,  scrapers and the l ike.  

Organization and progress 

The work i n  hand on the  f i r s t  sector  was commenced simultaneously 
from each end of the sector.  As already mentioned, 100 kilometres had 
been constructed by May 1954; it i s  estimated tha t  the completion of 
the sector w i l l  involve the excavation of 76 m. cubic metres of earth 
and the laying of 25,000 cubic metres of reinforced concrete. 

Work from the Mary end of the sector  has reached the  365th kilo- 
metre mark (i.e. 365 kilometres fYon   as saga), and on 12th May i t  Was 
reported i n  the press tha t  the f i r s t  25 kilometres of the canal &om 
the %~y end had been excavated and had now reached the ~olotov-vekil 
agricultural a r t e l  of the Bazar raion; t h a t  along the next 25 ki lo-  
metre ytretch i n  the Bairm-Ali area two OM-202 excavators, 18 scrapers 

11 bulldozers were a t  work, and t ha t ,  fa r ther  eas t ,  fTom Za-t 
railway s ta t ion ,  4 e l e c t r i c  excavators, powered by an e l e c t r i c  train, 
and 14 Diesel excavators were engaged on the cu t t ing  of the next 15 
kilometres. 

Nevertheless, the slow progress of the  project as a whole has been 
frequently and s e d y  c r i t i c i z e d  i n  the  Soviet press; n ~ e r o u s  
camplaints have appeared, describing the lack  of efficiency and supr-  
v is ion  on the part of loca l  executives, the f a i l u r e  t o  make flill use 
of the mechanical equipnient avai lable,  the chaotic s t a t e  of the supply 
and transport services, and the inadequate arrangements made for the 
accoIlrmodatlon, supply, comfort and welfare of the 

April 1954, the Council of Ministers of  the  USSR and the 
Central CoIEmittee of the Co-ist of t h e  Soviet Union pUblished 
a joint direct ive en t i t l ed  T h e  Future Dewlopen t  of 0 0 t t o n - G r ~ ~ g  
T u r h n  39R for 1 9%-%", in which very considerable space was devoted 
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t o  the Kara-Kum canal project .  The cr i t ic isms voiced i n  the press were 
reiterated i n  the o f f i c i a l  review; but i n  addition t o  the c u s t o m y  
exhortations t o  grea te r  and more e f f i c i en t  e f fo r t s  , t he  direct ive announ- 
ced that ,  t o  ensure an accelerat ion of the work of construction, further 
reinforcements i n  both technical  personnel and mechanical equipment 
would immediately be made. From the scope and magnitude of the new 
measures envisaged, i t  i s  obvious t h a t  the Soviet au tho r i t i e s  a re  
determined both t o  overhaul the whole organization and thus ensure a 
planned and more methodical progress, and t o  press forward the comple- 
tion of the project  with the maximum possible speed. The Ministry of 
Agriculture of the USSR has been directed t o  send a t  once 40 i r r i ga t ion  
engineers, 10 mechanical engineers, 300 master-masons and 350 master- 
carpenters t ra ined  i n  the FZO schools and other technical colleges; the 
recruitment of 11,000 Turkjnen labourers i n  1954 has been sanctioned; 
the approval has been given t o  the foundatisn of schools for the t rain-  
ing of sk i l l ed  mechanics; and, in an endeavour t o  ensure d i r ec t ,  cons- 
tant and adequate supervision, responsibi l i ty  for  the e f f i c i en t  prosecu- 
tion of the project  has been placed upon the Communist Party executives 
of the Mary and Charzhou oblasts .  The Ministry of Geology of the USSR 
has been directed t o  s t a r t  a t  once, on the basis  of the geological and 
h~drological s tudies  of the s o i l  and sub-soil waters already carr ied 
out, and t o  complete by 1956, a hydro-geological 1 :100,000 survey of 
the whole areas t o  be i r r i ga t ed  by the Rara-Rum canal network, including 
the 300,000 hectares  s i t ua t ed  i n  the Murgab oasis and the 300,000 
hectares of the Tedzhen oasis.  

A s  regards addi t ional  mechanical equipment, 2 powerful s e l f -  
Propelled excavators, a number of electro-suction dredgers and large 
b*aulic dredgers, drag-lines and other equipment were delivered t o  
the canal zone i n  May, and on 24th April i t  was announced tlmt the 
u n i s t r y  of Agriculture would place the followiilg additional equipent  
a t  the disposal of the project  i n  the immediate f i tu re :  a number of 
Power generators and steam-turbine power-stations, a f loat ing Pmer- 
station and a 4,000 kilowatt e l e c t r i c  power t r a in ,  20 KDM-46 t r ac to r  
engines, 2 Sormovets Diesel soi l -suct ion dredgers, 4 100-35 suction 

294 t r a c t o r s ,  39 excavators, 41 scrapers, 32 bulldozers, 16 
graders, 229 l o r r i e s ,  33 mobile m e c b i c a l  repa i r  workshops, 33 fuel  
lo r r ies  and a considerable quantity of agricul tural  machine~y of dl 
kinds. The absorption of these very considerable ad.di tional forces, 
both human and mechanical, i t  is  hoped, cannot but r e su l t  i n  marked 
and rapid progress by the  project i n  hand. 

The Kara-Kum deser t  today and tomorrow 

The extent t o  which, by slow and arduous labour, the wilderness of 
the Kara-~um desert  of today has already been rendered productive i s  

even more remarkable tian the changes which the completion of 
the i r r i ga t ion  network w i l l  bring. Apart from cotton-grming i n  those 
areas which already possess the requis i te  water f a c i l i t i e s ,  rearing of 
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sheep, goats  and camels on a very considerable sca le  flourishes i n  the 
deser t .  I n  t h e  south-eastern portion, s i t ua t ed  for  the most part in 
t he  v i c i n i t y  of the  railway l i n e  in the set t lements  of Kalaikor, 
Krasnoye Znamya, Ravnina and Uch-Adzhi, f i f t een  sovkhozes control 7 me 
hectares  of grazing land su i t ab l e  f o r  the  rear ing  of Karakul sheep; 
two sovkhozes a r e  engaged m the  rear ing  of camels, and there i s  a 
l a r g e  number of kolkhoz l ives tock  farms, each having anything from 
t e n  t o  twenty-five thousand sheep and goats apiece. 

The r equ i s i t e  water has h i t h e r t o  been obtained from hundreds 
of a r t e s i a n  wells ,  laboriously dug by hand f o r  the purpose, and during 
the  l a s t  decade d o n e  over 5,000 such we l l s  have been b o r d i n  th i s  
fashion. I n  1953, however, the  RTsK 25 - a mechanical borer mounted 
on a l o r r y  and hence extremely mobile - was brought i n t o  operation and 
has grea t ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  and accelerated the  process; i n  eight hours 
t h i s  =chine can sink a 30-foot sha f t  - a t a sk  which requires a month 
of lnanual labour. Further,  there  i s  a number of s t a t e  pedigree live- 
s tock farms undertafing experiment s f o r  increasing f e r t i l i t y  d improv- 
i ng  the breed of numerous v a r i e t i e s  of sheep; and f i na l ly ,  the rich 
sulphur deposi ts  have been under explo i ta t ion  for  the  past twenty y e u s  
and constitute one of t he  main souroee of sulphur supply t o  Soviet 
i n d u t r y .  

When the Kara-Kum canal pro jec t  i s  campleted, i t s  a r t e r i e s  w i l l  be 
supplied with water by the  Amu-Darya a t  the r a t e  of 350 cubic metres 
Per second, and a great  change w i l l  come over the south-eastern desert* 
The i r r i g a t i o n  of the  600,000 hec tares  of the  Tedzhen and Murgab oases 
w i l l  be grea t ly  improved and expanded, a d  a further 500,000 hectares of 
a r i d  deser t  w i l l  be transformed i n t o  r i c h  and f e r t i l e  land. 

Of primary importance is the  increase in cotton-growing, and it is 
estimated by the Soviet au tho r i t i e s  t h a t  cot ton production w i l l  r i se  
t o  405,000 tons of cot ton i n  1955 and t o  621,000 tons i n  1953. Same 
idea of the envisaged expansion can be gathered from the  pro€Fessive 
measures which the 3 o i i e t  au tho r i t i e s  an t i c ipa t e  w i l l  be required t o  
take f u l l  advantage of i t .  In the newly irrigated areas,  10 mch* 
and t r a c t o r  s t a t i ons  w i l l  be created between 1956 and 1958; between 
1954 and 1956, 35 r e p a i r  shops, 70 t r a c t o r  garages and 70 combined 
hamester  and cotton-picking machine depots a r e  t o  be b u i l t ;  and 5 
cotton mi l l s  and 34 c o t t  on-storage depots w i l l  be erected i n  Turnen1- 
s t an  between 1956 and 1958. 

The expansion of sheep and other a n i m 1  rear ing  w i l l  a l so  be very 
grea t ,  and new kolkhozes a r e  t o  be s e t  up throughout the  canal area* 

A ~ r t  frm these very so l id  economic ad-em, nxmy benefits will 
accrue i n  the f i e l d  of soc ia l  amenities; t h a m s  t o  the  canal,  the tms9 
v i l lagee  and settlements in its v io in i ty  w i l l  gradually be mshed 
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with modern systems of water supply and sanitation; the green protection 
belts on both banks will gradually be expanded into gardens, orchards 
and vineyards; roads, railways, bridges and telephone lines will 
greatly facilitate transport and communications, while water supply to 
the existing railroad - hitherto a costly and dl f  ficult operation - will 
in future present no problem. 

At present the population of the Kara-Kum desert is very sparse 
and is concentrated in the oases of the Amu-Darya, Murgab and Tedzhen 
rivers and along the railway line; but with the completion of the 
irrigation project large migrations into the newly irrigated areas will 
undoubtedly take place, and this will ensure a sufficiency of labour 
for the rapid development of both cotton growing and sheep and other 
animal breeding. 

To summarize, the Kara-Kum project appears to be entering upon a 
stage when work towards its completion will be both methodical and 
rapid; and the completed work promises both to make a very valuable 
contribution to Soviet economy, and to raise greatly the standard of 
living and the social amenities of the population of Turkmenistan. 

Sources - 
1. V.N. Kunin. Karakumskiye Zapiski. Moscm, 1952. 

20 S.K. Kalizhnyuk. m a - m k i i  Kanal. "Ogonekn, NO. 19, 19546 

4. Vechernyaya Moskva, 1 954. 

5. Soviet Encyclopaedia. 



POLITICAL AND CULTURAL 

I J S H K A N :  A N  A N C I E N T  K A Z A K H  N E C R O P O L I S  

During 1952, the a r ch i t ec tu ra l  department of the Acadeq of Sciences 
of t he  Kazakh SSR made an  expedition t o  Ushkan. The follawing i s  
an abridged t r ans l a t ion  of M.M. Mendikulov's resume (published i n  
Vestnik Akademii Nauk Kazakhskoi SSR No. 12. 1953) of the report 
made by N.T. Sauranbayev, a member of the  expedition, 

The ancient b e i t  - graveyard - of Ushkan i s  s i t ua t ed  some twenty kilo- 
metres t o  the south of the M u n a i l i  o i l f i e l d  and i n  the vicini ty  0 i  the 
old caravan route  the  lower rcaches of t he  r i v e r  Emba t o  the 
Mangistau peninsula and Khiva; b u i l t  on the  gent le  slopes o f  a hillock 
and running nor th  and south, it i s  rectangular i n  shape and i s  bounded 
on the north-western s ide  by the great  salt marsh of Toltur-Tu~. 

The first mention of Ushkan occurs i n  1762 i n  Topografiya Orenburg- 
skoi  Gubernii by P.I. Rychkov; i t  is  again mentioned by A. Levshin in  - 
hls Opisanie kirp;iz-kazachikh ili kirgiz-kaisatzhikh ord i stepei ,  
published in 1832, i n  which the author draws a t t e n t i o n  t o  the ruins of 
an ancient sett lement,  

According t o  popular t r ad i t i on ,  t he  settlement was founded by 
Ushkan-ata, one of the Muslim missionaries who introduced Islam into 
&*tan, and, a s  i s  the case wi th  every holy a u l i e ,  he i s  credited 
with a number of miracles. Here, for  example, he i s  said with one 
blow of h i s  s t a f f  t o  have produced an  inexhaust i ( , le  spring, whose 
abundant waters quenched the t h i r s t  of a l l  living beings i n  the desert 
surrounding. I n  t h i s  legend clothed i n  r e l i t  lous garb i s  reflected the 
very essence of the s t ruggle of a people b a t t l i n g  for  t h e i r  l ives  with 
the e te rna l  and harsh conditions of the  deser t .  According t o  the 
statements of t h e  older inhabi tants ,  there  once ex is ted  a lake, fed by 
a spring which has since dr ied  up. A t  one tirile the v i c in i ty  Was a 
favourite ha l t ing  place for  nomad &, and the  water was ample both for 
the  needs of t h e i r  herds and, with the ass i s tance  of a primitive fom of 
I r r iga t ion ,  for  the cu l t iva t ion  of the adjoining f ie lds .   SO^ fifty 
years ago, the spring fa i led ,  and the camping s o u n d s  were abandoned* 
Row, numerous wells have been d r i l l e d  ,M, a f t e r  a period of discontinu- 
ation, agricul ture  once more f lourishes i n  t he  d i s t r i c t .  
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The Ushkan necropolis contains a vast number of monuments consis- 
t i n g  of massive dome -shaped musolewns , sarcophagi (saana-tam j , and 
carved s t  one p i l l a r s  (kulup-tas) ; the more ancient among them have 
crumbled in to  shapeless ru ins ,  but those a t t r ibu ted  t o  the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries  a r e  well-preserved. 

The tomb of Ushkan-ata i s  found on a small h i l lock  i n  the smth*  
western pr t  of the graveyard and i s  surmounted by a wooden pole; 
originally a small mosque stood i n  the  vicini ty ,  but was destroyed 
during the Civil War. I n  the south-east corner a r e  a number of large 
danie-shaped mausoleums, b u i l t  i n  the eighteenth centur j  of brick, and 
dlthough they have suffered considerably from exposure, enough r e l ~ i n s  
to show tha t  they were designed i n  the s ty l e  of the Kazakh k i i z - ~ i  
( fel t  hut), 

The northern pa r t  of the graveyard i s  occupied by a more modern 
cemetery, surrounded by a l o w  mud wall and containing a number of 
somewhat primitive kulup-tas of rouglily hewn wood ar.d stone, and some 
inscribed sarcophagi, among which tha t  of Aibasanov i s  m r t h y  of note. 
Without exception these s a m - t a m  a re  constructed i n  the form of a 
roofless paral le lep~pfi ,  the  front and rear  walls of which a re  somewhat 
higher than those a t  the s ides ,  with the object,  apparently, of 
emphasising t h e i r  a rch i tec tura l  significance. The sa~ana-tam e ~ d n e d  
was Constructed a t  the  beginning of the twentieth century of stone of 
a pleasing l i g h t  yellow shade. Rectangular i n  shape, with sides 
measuring 2- 60 by 4.36 metres, it has no fouildations, but i s  mounted 
On a so l id  base consis t ing of two superimposed s labs,  32 and 10 cent i-  
metres thick respect ively,  The walls a r e  composed of so l id  blocks of 
stone of diverse s i ze s ,  c losely f i t t e d  together i n  two para l le l  r m s ,  
as a protection against  W p ;  the  space between the irmer and outer 
walls i s  f i l l e d  with clay bricics and rubble, and i n  solJ-e instances 
stays have been used t o  support and strengthen the m l s .  

The pr incipal  facade faoes s ~ u t h  and consists of an elevated 
Parapet with modest po r t a l s  protruding s l i gh t ly  beyond the level  of 
the w a l l s  and adorned with cornices. Both in t e r io r  and exter ior  d l s  
are h i m y  polished and devoid of any t race  of ornamentation. 

The predominant type of memorial a t  Ushkan a re  the magnfficent 
kulu~-taS, which a r e  remarkable for  the variety of t h e i r  design and the 

decorative qual i ty  of the carved st one which adorns them. 
There a re  many hundreds of them, representing a wide Span of time and 

are  of exceptional h i s to r i ca l  and a r t i s t i c  value; not a few of 
them would cer ta in ly  be worthy acquisi t ions for  the museums of the 
repub1 i c  . 

Archeological research has so f a r  not def in i te ly  established the 
Ori& of these kulup-tas, It is  lumwn, however, t ha t  the numerous 
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Tm-kic t r i b e s  which inhabited Kazakhstan p r io r  t o  the  Arab conquest were 
i n  t he  habi t  of e rec t ing  kurws - memorial hummocks surmounted by a 
tomb and surrounded with stone s t a tues ,  e i t h e r  of some divini ty  or of 
some well-known warrior.  The obel isks  of the  Turirlc khans usually 
bore an obituary not ice carved on the  stone, and were surrounded by 
s tone e f f i g i e s  of the  enemies they had s l a in .  Ruybruck, who passed 
through the  Kipchak steppes i n  the  middle 5 3 h e  th i r t een th  century, 
r epo r t s  tha t  the Kipchaks "placed s tone i d o l s  on the kurgans i n  
honour of t h e i r  deadn. Rubekhan, a wr i t e r  of t he  s ixteenth century, 
says: "Among the  Kazakhs there  a r e  s t i l l  t o  be found some remnants of 
pagan customs, a s ,  fo r  example, the  veneration of i do l s  - a practice 
which i s  contrary t o  the  t e n e t s  of t h e  Muslim religion." 

It i s  probable t h a t ,  wi th  the adoption of the Muslim fa i th ,  which 
forbids  the fashioning of s ta tuary  i n  the form of any l iv ing  being, 
these sculptures  were gradually modified, u n t i l  they assumed the form 
now found i n  the kulup-tas. This theory i s  substant iated by the thesis 
of Ch. Ch. Valikhanov: r e f e r r ing  t o  the survival  of Shamanism among the 
Kazakhs and i t s  incorporation i n t o  the  Muslim re l ig ion ,  he writes : 
m . . . these s t a tues ,  and pa r t i cu l a r ly  such ido l s  a s  represented, for 
example, the  Dzhayagachi, o r  gods of -the ear th ,  were completely forgot- 
t e n ,  presumably because, with t he  spread of the Muslim f a i t h ,  such idols 
had become an abomination in the  eyes of the Muslim." Moreover, a 
comparative study of t h e  kulup-tas of various epochs, the upper portions 
of which undoubtedly bear a resemblance t o  what may once have been a 

head, lend addi t ional  sup,~ort t o  t he  theory; a s t ra ight  answer 
t o  the problem is given by V.A Mustafin, who i n  a paper read before 
a Turkestan archeological soc ie ty  i~ 1898 said:  "Sam of the l e s s  
ancient stone babs (i. e s t a tues )  a r e  undoubtedly of ~ u r k i c  construction. 
some of these Turkic t r i b e s  adhere t o  t h i s  day t o  the custom of adorn- 
i ng  t h e i r  tombs with clay s ta tuary ,  and t h i s  custom, apparently, 
t ransferred i t s e l f  t o  the Kir& i n  the form of the so-called u u p - t a s * "  

The more recent of the kulup-tas usual ly take the  form of indivil- 
columns, consis t ing of th ree  d i s t i n c t  pa r t s  - the pedestal i n  the 

form of a braad p l in th ;  the trunk, adorned a s  a r u l e  with carving in 
f l a t  r e l i e f ;  and the  sculptured crown. The ac tua l  design and the 
r e l a t i ve  dimensions of these three sect ions do not appear t o  conform to 
any specific a r ch i t ec tu ra l  pa t te rn ,  but f o l l m  r a t h e r  the  wishes of 
those who comnissioned them and the t a s t e  of the = ra f tman  who constwo- 
t e a  them. 

One of the  dis t inguishing features  of the Ushkan kdup-tas  is the 
complicated design of t he  topmost, sculptured portion, which often 
consis ts  of two or  three t i e r s  of f igurat ive design; some of them 
form Part of the column i t s e l f  and terminate i n  a semisphere or i n  a 
ge-tric figure such as  a truncated pyramid o r  a trapezium; circles# 
r h d l 0 i d g  or t r iangles  are used a s  decorative motives, while others 
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bear t radi t ional  Kazakh t r i b a l  signs - tamgi - such a s  the f igure: / \ ,  
the cross and dipper: $ , domestic u t ens i l s ,  arms and the t rad i t iona l  
elements of t r i b a l  ornamentation - the ramshorn (koshkar-muiiz), camel- 
foot (tue-taban), birdswing (kus-kanat), and others. 

Larger dimensions and greater  var iety of colour a r e  flrrther 
characteristics of t he  Ushkan kulup-tas ; bigger than those found else- 
where, they vary i n  height from 2.5 t o  3.7 metres, and the colours 
include brawn, l i g h t  and dark blue, turquoise and burgundy. 

By the resemblance of the basic elements of t h e i r  composition, the 
u n i f o d t y  of t h e i r  s t y l i s t i c  features  and the character of t h e i r  decor- 
ative motives, the Ushkan kulup-tas can be divided in to  three groups. 
The f i r s t  group cons is t s  of monuments erected i n  the second half of the 
eighteenth and the  beginning of t he  nineteenth centuries,  and the other 
two groups of monuments i n  the l a t t e r  half  of the nineteenth and the  
f i r s t  quarter of t h e  twentieth centuries.  Of these, it has been estab- 
lished that  the m j o r i t y  of the monuments erected during the l a t t e r  
Years of the nineteenth and the  ear ly  decades of the twentieth centuries 
are the work of two indigenous master-craftsmen, the brothers Eleusin 
and Elbusin Egesinov. 

TO surmnarize, the N u p - t a s  originated fkm stone s tatues (balbalj  
which gradually came t o  be used a s  f'unereal ornamentation, f i r s t l y  
among the ancient Turfic t r i b e s  of Kazakhstan, then among the Kiphaks 
and the Kazakhs. The gradual metamorphosis of the kulup-tas t o  t h e i r  
Present form occurred as the r e s u l t  of the extension of the Muslim 
religion during - according t o  Ruzbekhan - the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. The TJshkan monuments erected during the eighteenth and 
b e t e e n t h  and ea r ly  twentieth centuries a r e  remarkable examples of 
popular, a r t i s t i c  c rea t ion  and f a i th fu l ly  r e f l ec t  the material and 
Spiritual cu l ture  of the Kazakh people a t  various periods of t h e i r  
history, 
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K A Z A K H S T A N  

T H E  N E W  D R I V E  F O R  G R A I N  

The following i s  a survey based on the mater ial  available i n  
Soviet publications about t he  new dr ive  t o  r a i s e  cereal  produc- 
t i o n  i n  Kazakhstan. 

The @an t o  r a i s e  ag r i cu l tu ra l  production generally was f i r s t  
launched by Krushche.: i n  September 1953; i n  February of t h i s  year, 
however, the emphasis was turned t o  grain,  and e f f o r t s  were largely 
d i rec ted  towards Kazakhstan. The dr ive  f o r  gra in  i s  an all-Union 
project  and it i s  of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  the  emphasis is on the reclama- 
t i o n  and explo i ta t ion  of v i r g i n  and fallow lands ra ther  than on the 
stepping-up of  production on land already under cultivation. 

A s  i s  customary i n  Soviet repor t ing  on new projects ,  enthu.siasm 
for  t he  plan i s  t o  some extent tempered by the  prominence given to 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and t o  past  and present f a i l u re s  i n  po l i t i ca l  and 
technical organization and i n  t he  appl icat ion of s c i en t i f i c  howledge 
and equipment. The existence of these d i f f i c u l t i e s  and failures 
cannot be doubted, but it i s  probable that the emphasis l a i d  on them 
is  intended t o  provide a stimulus for  dynamic ac t ion  rather  than t o  
suggest that they a r e  l i k e l y  t o  prove insuperable. By May 1954 
there was a noticeable increase i n  the  repor t s  of p ropess  received 
from various regions. 

1. The Plan and i t s  Background - Need fo r  more grain - Agriculture 
i n  Kazakhstan before the February dr ive  - Work of the Ka2ak-h 
Acadeq of Sciences - Targets f o r  wheat production - 11. The 
fioblems : Men, Materials,  Transport- Local supply of qualified men - 
Training of l oca l  r e c r u i t s  - Women on the mechanized farm - -Pawer 
from outside - Amenities and schools fo r  i-grants - Materials : 
mechanical e q u i p n t  - F e r t i l i z e r s  - Transport : railway f ac i l i t i e s  
and needs Roads - 111. Execution: Progress reports  from Seven 
Oblasts - Aktyubinsk - Akmolinsk - East-Kazakhstan - Kokchetav- 
Kustanai - North-Kazakhstan - Pavlodar  - Conclusions. 

I. The Plan and i t s  Back- 

Heed for more grain 

In his &denspeech a s  first S e c r e t w  of the Complnist party of the Sorlet 
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Union l a s t  September, Krushchev announced a new policy. Agriculture 
was now t o  receive first p r i o r i t y  i n  Soviet economic planning and a l l  
emphasis was t o  be on food production. Part icular  a t ten t ion  was drawn 
to the decline i n  l ivestock,  t o ,  the inadequacy of the MTS and t o  the 
shortage of t ra ined  technicians on the land. Grain production was t o  
be greatly increased, and Kazakhstan, along with other undeveloped areas 
of the Soviet Union, was pointed out a s  an area where poss ib i l i t i e s  
existed for  ploughing up h i the r to  v i rg in  or neglected lands. 

The Soviet Union's need t o  improve i ts  grain position has been 
shown clear ly i n  an a r t i c l e  i n  the  April  number of Zemledeliye which 
alleged tha t  ser ious mistakes had been made i n  the past i n  a l loca t ing  
agricultural lands t o  d i f f e r en t  c lasses  of crops. Between 1940 and 
195'3 the t o t a l  area under crops throughout the Union rose by 6.8 
million hectares,  while the  area under grain cul t ivat ion f e l l  by 3.8 
ni l l lon hectares. A b ig  mistake had been mde in reducing the area 
under grain i n  the Ukraine, the Northern Caucasus and the central  
black-earth b e l t ,  the more so a s  the  change from cereals  vms often 
to  fodder and grass  p lan ts  producing very low yields  - often no more 
than 10 t o  12 centners per hectare. The concern espressed i n  the 
a r t ic le  suggests t ha t  a major grain shortage was feared, i f  it was 
not already f e l t .  

In  t.he months following the September announcement, s teps were 
taken throughout the  Union t o  send help both i n  the form of men and of 
machinery t o  m S  and MZhS, i n  order t o  s top the d r i f t  away *om the 
land and t o  br ing about greater eff ic iency i n  general. On ex is t ing  
farm lands production was t o  be in tens i f ied  by the increased use of 
f e r t i l i ze r s  and other up-to-date mathads. 

In  February, hawever, there came a new announcement. The dr ive 
for more food was n m  t o  be focussed almost en t i re ly  on grain, and t o  
accomplish t h i s ,  mi2lions of hectares of virgin land i n  Kazakhstan and 
Parts of Siberia  were t o  be put under the plough, A t  t h e  saue t i m e  
as t h i s  announcement came the appointment of Ponomrenko, a leading 
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party and Minister 
of Culture of the USSR since March 1953, a s  F i rs t  Secretary of the 
lbzakh C o m i s t  Party i n  the place of the now dismissed Shayakhmetov. 
&zai;hstan was obviously t o  be the centre of the a t ten t ion  of the 

whole Union. 

Awiculture i n  Kazakhstan before the February drive 

Kazakhstan i s  equal i n  s i ze  t o  a t h i rd  of the United States  but 
the greater par t  of i t s  vast  t e r r i t o r y  i s  deser t  or Semi-desert. 
Livestock-breeding has long been the t rad i t iona l  means of livelihood 

the b z a k h ,  but in the more fer t j .  le northern and south-eastern 
areas amicu l tu re  h s  been practised chief ly by s e t t l e r s  fkom Russia 
and the Ukraine, kzakhs tan  can be divided in to  three main a p i c u l t u r a l  
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areas:  i n  the  black-earth zone of t he  north and north-east, grain 
cu l t i va t ion  and da i ry  farming predominate ; in the  dry steppe and desert 
zones of the cent re  and south-west, t i l l a g e  i s  impossible and semi- 
nomadic l ives tock  rear ing  is  the  m i n  industry;  i n  the f e r t i l e  valleys 
of the  south and south-east the  warm climate and extensive irrigation 
make possible  t he  cu l t i va t ion  of a grea t  va r i e ty  of food and industrial 
crops . 

Even i n  the more f e r t i l e  regions, farm productivity i n  Kazakhstan 
i s  l a w  by Russian standards and t he re  would, it seems, be scope for 
b e t t e r  y i e lds  by in tens i f ica t ion .  In January of this year Kazakhstan- 
skaya Pravda published an a r t i c l e  by the chairman of the  S ta l in  kolkhoz 
of the  Taldy Kurgan oblas t  of Kazakhstan. This kolkhoz had been engaged 
i n  a " soc i a l i s t  competitionm wi th  its namesake i n  the Moscow oblast of 
t he  RSBR.  Both these kolkhozes were usihg modern agricul tural  
machinery on a l a rge  sca le  and the  Kazakh kolkhoz was i n  no way a t  a 
disadvantage compred t o  i t s  Russian counterpart  and was considered 
r i c h  by l o c a l  standards. Yet in 1953 the  Russian farm earned 3,610 
rubles  per hectare  while t he  Kazakh farm earned only 640 rubles,  and, 
i n  s p i t e  of t he  f ac t  tha t  3,000 of t he  8,260 hectares  of the Kazakh 
kolkhoz were sown t o  wheat, production indexes except f o r  sheep and 
meat were f a r  lower than those of the  Moscow farm. The c h a i m n  of 
t h e  makh farm concluded his a r t i c l e  by saying that because of the 
vas t  land reserves of h i s  kolkhoz there was no incentive t o  intensify 
cu l t iva t ion ;  outputs were planned from the  kolkhoz as a whole and not 
hectare by hectare a s  i n  t he  Russian kolkhoz; but ,  with a new approach 
and more intensive methods, enormous p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  ra i s ing  output 
seem t o  ex i s t .  

Work of the Kazalth Acadaqy of Sciences 

I n  January of this year,  K-ev, President of the Kazakh Acadeq 
of Sciences out l ined the yearly prop- for  the'Acaderqgts scient i f ic  
work. The Geological I n s t i t u t e  was t o  prepare a hydro-geological map 
of the Guryev oblast and of the  sub-soil watere i n  Dzhezkaz ;w;  the 
Chemical I n s t i t u t e  was t o  examine and t abula te  the e f fec ts  of a new 
nthe~o-phosphate"  f e r t i l k e r  which was under experiment a t  forty-three 
e x p e r d n t d l  s t a t i ons ;  the S o i l  I n s t i t u t e  was t o  send out experts to 
study s o i l  amelioration i n  the Karaganda and Dzhezkazgan areas and in 
the Caspian lawlands. It was a l s o  t o  experiment with "bacterial ferti- 
l izers ' ;  the  Botanical I n s t i t u t e  was t o  study the  fodder resources 
P r t  of the  Aim-Ata oblast  and the  h a s h l a k  area. Besides th i s ,  
Was t o  be undertaken on some qui te  new subjeots  such a s  the planning Of 

settlements for a p i c u l t u r a l  workers, research on building materials 
in regions subject t o  seismic disturbances,  t he  loca t ion  of new 
r e s w c e s ,  and the preparation of a s o i l  m p  of the republic.  work in 
fact was t o  be spread over the whole r e p b l i c  and was t o  be i n  l i ne  with 
the policy announced ill the previous September of r a i s ing  agricultural 



production i n  general,  r a the r  than t o  be concentrated on the wheat lands 
of the north. 

In  March, hmever,  came a radical  change of plan. The newly 
appointed Ponamarenko, addressing a three -day session of the Kmakh 
Academy of Sciences, strongly c r i t i c i z e d  it f o r  neglecting t o  help 
the EL'S and sovkhozes of t he  new lands. Its work was too abstract  and 
a l l  a t tent ion must now be given t o  accelerat ing the pace of reclamation 
of the new lands, In Apri l ,  the m a k h  Academy announced i ts  new 
plans: 315 working pa r t i e s  were t o  be sent immediately t o  survey the 
possibi l i t ies  of wheat growing i n  the Akmolinsk, Pavlodar and h s t a n a i  
oblasts. A s o i l  map of the North-kzakhstan, Kokchetav and Kustanai 
oblasts was t o  be prepared a t  once j experiments with nbacter ial  
fe r t i l i zersq  were t o  be car r ied  out on the new lands ; expeditions were 
also t o  be sent t o  experiment d t h  the growing of wheat on sa l ine  so i l s ,  
with i t s  resis tance t o  drought and i t s  cul t ivat ion on non-irrigated 
lands. 

T O  he lp  i n  the  g ian t  new tasks,  the Ministry of Sovkhozes of the 
RSlBR moved the e n t i r e  s t a f f s  of i ts  regional of f ices  at Rostov-on,Qon, 
Astrakhan and w a t o v  t o  m a k h s t a n .  In addition, s c i e n t i s t s  and 
equipment from mamy other Union i n s t i t u t ions  a r e  being sent t o  help. 
me new drive i n  f a c t  necessi ta tes  men and materials which a re  obviously 
beyand the resources cd Kazakhstan, and it has thus become an d l g U n i 0 n  
responsibility, 

Targets fo r  wheat production 

In the course of the  next two years, 6,300,000 hectares of v i rg in  
and neglected lands a r e  t o  be brought under the plough. This t o t a l  
exceeds by one mi l l ion  hectares the t o t a l  area of land brought under the 
plough i n  the course of the l a s t  fo r ty  years. Ninety-two new sov- 
khozes a r e  t o  be establ ished on the s t a t e  land reserves in the m o l i n s k ,  
Kokchetav, #o r th -hakhs tm and k s t a n a i  oblas ts j t h e i r  boundaries ham 
already been defined, and eigl?ty-five are said t o  be already i n  existence. 
The target for  the new sovkhozes is  t o  plough 2,195,000 hectares, of 
which 800,000 a re  t o  be ploughed already t h i s  year and by 1955 i t  i s  
hoped tha t  a mil l ion hectares w i l l  be sown t o  hard wheat. new 
ma are  t o  be established and 54,000 t r ac to r s  a re  t o  be sent t o  the new 
Swkhozes and WS. The whole t a sk  is t o  be t reated a s  a 
Operation and par t icu lar  'Importance is attached t o  the ro le  of the 
directors  of the ma who a re  responsible not only for the supfly of 
mchinery t o  the  sovkhozes and kolkhozes, but a l so  for  the education of 
their  personnel i n  the m t y  s p i r i t ,  without which, it is  t h a & t ,  the 
trernndous new tasks  cannot be accomplished. 
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11, The Problems: Men, Materials, Transport 

Local supply of qua l i f ied  men 

Since the September announcement, g rea t  e f f o r t s  have been made in 
Kaza lh t an  both t o  t r a i n  more ag r i cu l tu ra l  technicians and t o  send 
ava i lab le  experts away from t h e i r  c i t y  posts back t o  the  land. In 
recent  months following the  new virgin land plan t h i s  dr ive has been 
in t ens i  Fied. 

TO f ind  workers fo r  the  new wheatlands it w i l l  be necessary not 
only t o  employ workers f'ron the kolkhozes and t o m s  of Kazakhstan, but 
a l s o  t o  r e c r u i t  thousands of workers from outside. It has been sugges- 
t e d  t h a t  a special  trust should be s e t  uL: t o  control  the recruitment, 
d i s t r i bu t ion  and management of labour, 

Shayakhmetov since h i s  dismissal  has been severely c r i t i c ized  far 
f a i l i n g  t o  ge t  experts and technicians who could help on the farms back 
t o  the  land. Of 5,000 s p e c i a l i s t s  who should have been sent back to  
the  land following the September announcement, only 3,389 had actually 
g o n e  by February. 

It was s t a t e d  ea r ly  l a s t  year t h a t ,  for  want of qualified operators, 
t r ac to r s  and combines could not be f u l l y  used. For three years 
the MCS of t h e  wheat-sowing oblas t s  of Kustanai, North-Kazakhstan, 
East-Kazakhstan and Taldy-Kurgan had for  t h i s  reason f a i l ed  t o  deliver 
t h e i r  wheat quotas. Not only must t he  qua l i f ica t ions  of workers be 
i q w e d  but s teps  must be taken t o  keep them on the land. Fewer than 
half  the spec i a l i s t  jobs in a p i c u l t u r e  i n  Kazakhstan a r e  held by 
Properly qual i f ied men, f o r  most of these - o f f i c i a l s  , engineers, agro- 
nomists - try t o  s t a y  i n  the  c i t i e s .  It was reported i n  December that 
of 3,500 agronomists and zoo-technicians who should have gone t o  rural 
areas ,  only 3,083 had been selected by November, and few had actually 
arrived, Industry had yielded only 18 per  cent of the technical staff 
i t  was expected t o  contr ibute ,  and recruitment prospects seemed very 
l0 -w  in kaganda, East Kazakhstan, South Kazakhstan, Akmolinsk and 
S d P a l a t i n s k .  10,747 d i e se l  t r a c t o r  operators and 3,475 combine 
d r ive r s  and mechanics were s t i l l  needed i n  December. 

The skortage of qua l i f ied  s t a f f  i s  marked. In ~ e m i p d a t i n s k  (fich 
has g o d  t r a in ing  schools) of 226 engineers, only four have ui.liversitY 
degrees, 22 secondary school cez-tificates, and 200 only pract ical  exper- 
ience, some being qui te  i l l i t e r a t e .  Of 44.1 di rec tors  i n  office 
l a s t  December, 84 had universi ty  degrees, 222 were from seco*Y scho01s9 
and the othershad no special qual i f icat ions.  Only 24 of 336 ko laoz  
chairmen i n  Pavlodar, West Kazakhstan and Semipalatinsk oblasts are 
e x ~ r t a ,  a r e  qui te  i ne f f i c i en t  and even dishonest. 
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Training of loca l  r e c r u i t s  

Kazakh "Schools of Mechanizationn f o r  t ra ining t r a c t o r  dr ivers ,  
mechanics and other s t a f f  a r e  not always equal t o  t h e i r  task. The 
twenty-year-old Pavlodar school, fo r  example, has no S-80 cx- DT-54 
tractors for demonstration, is  short  of 15 teachers and foremen- 
instructors while the  present s t a f f  a r e  not up t o  the necessary stan- 
dard. A t  the Sela-Irtyshkoye school in the same oblast the same 
shortage compels the  avai lable  s t a f f  t o  work t en  hours a day while 
text books have t o  be shared by five students. The school lacks 
KD-35 and KWZ-7 t r a c t o r s  and i t s  premises a r e  badly heated, The two 
mechanics ' schools in the  Alanolinsk oblast lack equipment for  f i e l d  
training and bad conditions lead t o  many desertions by students. Bad 
canteen and boarding arrangements a r e  a f a i r l y  general complaint, the 
Dzhambul school can board only 80 of! i t s  500 students, while i t s  
dining room only s e a t s  twenty a t  a time. A t  t h i s  school only three of 
the already short  s t a f f  of 15  have university qual i f icat ions,  and a t  
times the s t a f f  cannot draw t h e i r  pay or the students t h e i r  grants for 
t h e e  months awing t o  aaminis t r a t  ive arrears .  Karaganda s well - 
advertised "mechanization schoolR, open t o  trainees from other oblasts ,  
only had 380 s tudents  on the opening day, and of these 100 have since 
gone home. 

These specimen cornplaints i l l u s t r a t e  the problems t o  be faced, 
The target is  t o  t r a i n  6,000 t r a c t o r  dr ivers  with a t  l e a s t  a f i t t e r ' s  
:ju a l i f i ca t ions ;  4,000 operators f o r  a t tached and se l f  -propelled 
combines; and 3,000 d r ive r s  for wheeled t rac tors .  The t ra in ing  
drive, however, s t a r t e d  l a t e  i n  October and i n  some oblasts recru i t ing  
has reached only 60 per cent of the txrget  figure. 

Women on the mechanized farm 

There a r e  s e a t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  i t  i s  thougllt, of recruitment among 
so many of whom handled f a r m  machinery during the war. Ln 

&&stan women now form 40.4 per cent of the indus t r ia l  workers and 
60 Per cent of the  agr icu l tura l  workers, but hardly any women i n  agri-  

do work requir ing technical knmled,:,e or mechanical s l d l l *  
Ten Years ago over 26,000 women worked a s  t r ac to r  or combine operators 
a n d  a s  t r ac to r  "brigade" foremen; now under 2,000 are  nominally on 
the r o l l s  of MTS and m h  s t a t ions ,  I n  January a conference was held 
to consider the re-employment of women, and i n  PebruaTy N w b a e v a ,  

Chairman of f i n i s t e r s ,  said that, a t  the end of the w a r ,  14,000 
women were operating agr icu l tura l  mchines , of whom over 5,000 E r e  
tractor "brigaden foremene at with the i r  menfolk making 
g o d  money, or  f o r  family reasons, they were apparently not interested . 
i n  the work* 

The new plan c a l l s  for  a big intake of sk i l led  hands from the RSBR 
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and the  Uhaine.  Last February Karikdzhanov, Minister of Agriculture, 
s a i d  t h a t  16,000 men and women f'rom the two republics  were expected to 
a r r i v e  i n  Kazakhstan and would have t o  be properly housed, 

I n  December, Aktyubinsk reported a r r i v a l s  of high-grade technicians 
including a party from Kuibyshev cons is t ing  la rge ly  of MTS directors, 
foremen, chief  engineers and works mmagers. That month Uralsk receiv- 
ed a l a rge  party of t r a ined  hands from Stalingrad. Moscow has sent 
th ree  par t ies .  The Ukraine sent  West-Kazakhstan 100 foremen of tractor 
un i t s  from Kirovograd and 50 foremen and t r a a t o r  dr ivers  from Odessa, 
and a l s o  sent Kustanai a batch of -omoltsy. These young Cormrmnists 
a r e  considered an important infusion of indoctrinated workers. 

One Apri l  report  says 30,000 young people had arr ived so far ,  while 
another claims the a r r i v a l  of 10,000 technicians.  The t o t a l  of menand 
women under t r a in ing  was given a t  the same time a s  36,000. 

Amenities and schools fo r  immigrants 

Inevitably the newcomers have t o  be housed and a s  inevitably com- 
p l a in t s  a r i se .  Caravan t r a i l e r s  a r e  t o  be seen in the f i e l d s ,  In 
March the Union Ministry of Timber and Faper Industr ies  sent several 
pre-fabricated houses, some d i v i s i b l e  i n t o  four f l a t s  each, others for 
use a s  hostels .  I n  the f i r s t  ha l f  of 1954, 2,000 houses were t o  be 
sent  as well  as many la rge  t e n t s ,  c o m i t y  radios,  etc.  The ~ r o l e t a r i  
works a t  Kerch ( ~ r i m e a )  a r e  supplying domestic e l e c t r i c  equipment and 
wiring and the  Zhukov works a t  Bryansk a r e  providing 1,000 boi lers  for 
,c- kitchens. 

But everywhere i n  the new h1-113s people coinplain of housing shortages 
and of the lack  of essent ia l  su.p?lies. Dzhaksy s ta t ion ,  for  example, 
has no bakery. E s i l  sends i t s  f lour  50 km. t o  be baked.; inwinter  the 
bread comes back frozen a i d  inedible.  

An important demand i s  t ha t  f o r  schools, which a l so  shows haw far 
the  i n f l u  i s  a permanent migration of complete family groups. The 
pioneering touch i s  contained i n  mst-ifs demand f o r  16 new schools 
with a l l  the estimates worked out roughly on a s ing le  sheet of paper, 
leaving a number of d e t a i l s  t o  be se t t l ed .  Kokchetav oblast wi l l  get 
25 seven-Year schools, each for  160 children, and 150 f l a t s  for teachers 
in the new lands. The population at some mS s t a t i ons  here has trebled, 
and i n  several l a rge  sovkhozes standard type schools for 280 pupils each 
a re  t o  be opened. 

Materials: mechanical equirment 

For S o n  time past many types of f a r m  vehicle have been sent to 
Kaz-tan* The agr icu l tura l  mag- ine Zemledeliye said l a t e l y  tha t  
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by 1954 the Ml' s t a t i ons  of the Soviet Union would have a t o t a l  of a 
million t ractors .  I n  the l a s t  quarter of 1953 the farms of the Union 
received 42,000 t r a c t o r s  (averaging 15  h.p. ) , over 11,000 combine 

harvesters, and 22,000 tractor-drawn s e e d h i l l s .  This year the new 
wheatlands of the Altai region, Siberia  and Kmakhstan a r e  t o  get 
120,000 t r ac to r s  and 10,000 combines. The Seventh Party Conference 
at Alma-Ata were t o l d  l a s t  February t h a t  Kazakhstan would get 39,000 
tractors for  hfl' s t a t i ons  and 14,800 fo r  sovkhozes, the  omission of 
reference t o  kolkhozes suggesting tha t  Party policy in the republic 
now favous  l a rge  e s t a t e s  with eas i ly  transferable labour ra ther  than 
kolkhozes, whose workers cannot be so eas i ly  controlled. 

The vehicles a r e  a r r iv ing  f a s t  enough, a t  ti:::es quicker than the 
receiving areas  can put them i n t o  service and organize t h e i r  mainte- 
nance. By 15th  March Stal ingrad had sent 450 t rac tors  t o  Kokchetav, 
180 to  West-Kazakhstan and scores t o  Aktyubinsk and Akmolinsk along 
with spare parts .  By l a t e  January the f i r s t  27 of 700 ca t e rp i l l a r  
S-80 t rac tors  had reached Kustanai *om Chelyabinsk. Multiple t rac tor  
ploughs for deep-soil t i l l i n g  were a r r iv ing  froi~. Rostov-on-Don and 
R ~ t s o v s k ,  The Gorki automobile plant i s  sending the modern GAZ 69. 

  he republic i t s e l f  i s  apparently not acquitt ing i t s e l f  well i n  
the m t t e r  of farm machines. I t s  own agricul tural  machinery plant 
(Kazselmsh) has been under construction for twelve years and s t i l l  
Cannot produce the s i ~ ~ l p l e s t  type of machine. A s  already s tated this 
was one of the reasons given for  Shaiyakhmetov's f a l l .  

Worse s t i l l ,  the good material tha t  is coming i n  from other areas  
i s  not fu l ly  used o r  even properly looked a f t e r .  I n  March, Petro- 
Pavlovsk s t a t i on  was unable t o  cope with the incoming material and the 
Yard was packed with machines, parts of prefabricated houses and other 
goods awaiting theSr consignees. Rai l  f re ights  a r e  often dumped 
alongside embankments a t  Akmolinsk, Atbasar and E s i l  t o  speed unloading 
and avoid congestion of platforms, and much b m g e  i s  caused thereby. 

Throughout the new lands good qual i ty ,  new =chines a r e  not being 
used fu l ly  f o r  lack  of operators. Misuse often wrecks cost ly  vehicles 
and a t  times a vehicle  which breaks down a few kil0Detres from an 
=state headquartere i s  l e f t  t o  ru s t  i n  the open. Msbile r e ~ i r  w r k -  

- of which supplies a re  expected - w i l l  help t o  avoid t h i s  and 
the shortage of WS repa i r  f a c i l i t i e s .  

The miin producers of chemical f e r t i l i z e r s  i n  the north of Kaz* 
Stan, the Aktyubinsk Chemical Kombinat, i s  doing well ,  but i t s  main 
'Omce of raw w t e r i a l s  a t  Ura-Tau has been inef f ic ien t ,  The super- 

phosphates divis ion a t  Aktyubinsk has raised output and solved problems 
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connected with germicidal sprays. 

Transport: railway f a c i l i t i e s  and needs 

The new lands of Kazakhstan w i l l  na tura l ly  require  increased and 
improved transport f a c i l i t i e s  t o  handle t he  new t r a f f i c .  An ar t ic le  
i n  Vol. I1 No. 1 of Central Asian Review d e a l t  t o  some extent with the 
ex i s t i ng  railway system; l i n e s  serving the  fu ture  granary of Russia 
a r e  the  Trans-Siberian i n  the nar th ,  which passes through the big 
Petropavlovsk junction; the  South Siberian,  which p s s e s  through Kust- 
anai and Akmolinsk, and then along the newest sect ion t o  Pavlodar; and 
the Trans-Kazakhstan l i n e  which goes t o  t h e  south from Petropavlovsk. 

A t  the  Seventh Party Conference i n  February reference was made not 
only t o  delays i n  moving f r e igh t  i n  t he  north,  but a l s o  t o  a high accid- 
ent-rate  - a s igni f icant  admission a s  t h e  Soviet press ra re ly  refers to 
accidents. Press complaints suggest t ha t  maintenance has been neglected 
and that the whole system lacks f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  deal ing with heavy traffic, 

Thus the important P e t r o p v l w s k  goods yard has no warehouse suitable 
f o r  s tor ing  grain, The same i s  t rue  of t h e  grain-disposal s ta t ion of 
m y u t k a ,  where a l so  s leepers  and old switches need t o  be replaced. 

Roads t o  s idings a t  other s t a t i o n s  a r e  i n  d i s r epa i r ,  and a t  Bulayevo even 
the scales  for  bulk w e i m n g  a r e  out o f  order. A t  Petropavlovsk repairs 
a r e  needed t o  the  approaches t o  the sidings a t  the elevator.  Arrangements 
a t  the  co l lec t ing  rai lheads t o  gather t he  harvest a r e  generally incomplete. 

Roads - 
The e n t i r e  network of roads i,, the new lands fill need attention. 

h e r  hundreds of kilometres of mud t racks  w i l l  have t o  be replaced bY 
raised,  dry-surfaced roads t o  ensure continuous access t o  the new lands 
from WS, gra in  elevators  and co l lec t ion  centres.  Elsewhere major 
r e ~ i r s  w i l l  be needed;already the spring thaw has caused much trouble 
i n  the  del ivery of machinery over the damaged mud roads of the s tePP* 

a c h  work i s  being done, but most of it w i l l  not be finished in time 
f o r  t h i s  haryest. The A b l i n s k  Road Construction Stat ion l a s t  Year 
s t a r t ed  on the h l i n s k - A s t r a k h a n k a  m d  road and completed 20 b- 
embankment of which 10 km. were gravelled. I n  t he  west-Kazakhstan, 
f i t~ub insk  and Pavlodar oblas t s  new road construction s ta t ions  have ken 
se t  UP. Ei.ght new road t ransport  bases have been opened i n  the KOkD 
chetav, Alanolinsk and Bvloda r  oblast s . 

w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  need t o  be improved, There i s  a Shortage of 
elevators,  of damp proof warehouses ancl sheds, A t  the Urftsk &rain 
col lect ing centre unloading i s  done wholly by hand. 
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Trucks - 
This year 1,500 new trucks and passenger vehicles a r e  t o  be put 

into service. There has recent ly been a r i s e  of 20 per cent i n  the 
number of trucks, but they a r e  not fu l ly  used. Last autumn one truck 
had t o  handle 8.2 tons of f reight  a day t o  deal with the harvest,  but 
the Union transport supply organization had not adapted many trucks 
to carry grain i n  bulk. Daily road coverage by trucks should be 300 
h, In  some places where MT s ta t ions  cannot effect  repa i rs ,  vehicles 
are cannibalized f o r  t h e i r  pa r t s  t o  be used a s  spares. 

A number of cases of maladministration i n  the use of trucks are  
quoted i n  the Press. For instance, l a s t  December the manager of a 
branch of the Taldy-Kurgan Oblas t Road Transport Trust, which has an 
important part t o  play i n  the transport of grain,  received orders t o  
help the cotton-growers of South-Kazakhstan. He promptly sent 60 
trucks from Sarkand and Andreyevka ( ~ o r t h  of ~a ld~-Kurgan)  t o  Chimkent, 
After covering 1,500 km. the o f f i ce r  i n  charge of t h i s  detachment was 
informed tha t  the trucks were no longer needed. The Cotton Trust 
declined t o  pay f o r  the cost  of t h i s  useless journey or t o  provide the 
Personnel with food or  accommodation. After two weeks of idleness, 
20 trucks were sent  t o  Keless raion and ten  to  the Chimkent cotton- 
m e r s .  Later ,  the remaining 30 trucks were sent on t o  A q s  whence, 
after a week of doing nothing, they returned t o  t h e i r  base. 

Motor fuel 

The supply of pe t ro l ,  d iese l  o i l  and lubricants t o  newly developed 
areas i s  a fur ther  problem. I n  March it was s ta ted  tha t  sixteen new 
fuel s ~ p p l y  s ta t ions  a r e  t o  be b u i l t  t h i s  year. Gangs of trained 
workers have come from Moscow with a wagon load of equipment, and loca l  
oi l  tank assembly gangs a r e  t o  be formed i n  Alma-Ata. In  March i t  was 
also s tated tha t  300 new o i l  tankers wdre being put on the roads and 
400 f i l l i n g  umps. Local branches of the Glavneftsbyt (the main o i l  
distributors7 a r e  t o  be equipped t o  provide f'uels uninterruptedly so 
that the road t ransport  system can afford a s  much r e l i e f  a s  possible 
to the railways. Haw much has t o  be done can be gathered from the 
fact that Alma-Ata, the  cap i t a l ,  had only one f i l l i n g  s t a t i an  in 
February, and t h a t  ca r s  wait  for hours for  t he i r  tanks t o  be f i l l ed .  

111. Execution: Progress Reports of Seven Oblasts 

A t  t h i s  ear ly stage such progress reports  as  have come in merit 
brief mention i n  summarized form, but should not be the basis of hasty 
judgement. 

Two-year ta rge t :  725,00 ha, of new land. Laet spring's till* 
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and sowing t a rge t  was given i n  March as I1 5,000 ha. ; l a t e r  moderated t o  
30,000. Work i n  some d i s t r i c t s  i s  very slow. Akt~ubi& MTS i n  April 
only t i l l e d  175 ha. new land; Rodnikovskaya even l e s s .  Excessive rain 
made ploughing d i f f i c u l t .  On 28th Apri l  r igorous control  and the use 
of t r a c t o r s  f o r  20 hours a day was recommended. 

Two-year t a rge t  : 1,325,000 ha. This summer half  a million ha. 
t o  be t i l l e d  fo r  the 1955 sowing. Oblast t o  have 26 new sovkhozes, 
but  much ear ly  work not done. I n  l a t e  spr ing many farms and lYPCS had 
not all the fue l  they needed and had not prepared seed f o r  sowing. 
Much work on i r r i g a t i o n  and a r t e s i a n  wel l s  t o  be done. Seven water 
reservoi rs  (20,000 cubic metres each) b u i l t .  This summer 30 deep 
a r t e s i an  wells  t o  be sunk wi th  he lp  of gangs from Groznyi and Baku 
o i l  f i e l d s .  

East -Kazakhs t a n  

This year 80,000 ha, t o  be t i l l e d ,  mostly f o r  hard wheat. Much 
v i rg in  s o i l  and fallow land already t i l l e d  Qy kolkhozes of Zaisan a d  
Tarbagatai raions on i r r i g a t e d  lands,  bringing t i l l a g e  and settlement 
close t o  the Chinese border. Oblast 1 s  new lands,  being mostly on slopes, 
require  special  t i l h g e  and s m i n g  methods. Training going fa i r ly  m u :  
400 loca l  men at tend schools. Tractors  and machines for  clearing 
bush have been obtained. 

Kokche t a v  

Two-year t a rge t :  l,3OO,O00 ha. Of this the kolkhozesq share i s  
700,000, showing tha t  kolkhozes a r e  s t rongly placed for  d e v e l o ~ n t  
Kolkhozes served by Chkalov MTS have 50,000 ha. of v i rg in  eo i l ,  mostly 
black earth.  Target f o r  1953 to be r a i s ed  by 200,000 ha. so that 
1955 cul t ivated a rea  w i l l  be 1 ma ha. These kblkhozes t o  raise  their 
cul t ivated areas  by 4-0 per cent.  24 grain sovkhozes t o  be formed* The 

oblast  road eystem is  inadequate; t he  telephone system has deteriorated 
(two IOS and 80 kolkhozes without telephones). 

Kus tanai 

This yea r t s  t i l l a g e  t a r g e t ,  I m. ha. 135,000 ha. were due for sdg 
l a s t  spring, but 1953 r e s u l t s  were discouragi  n g - wheat on Tangush 
kolkhoz f a i l ed  t o t a l l y ;  on Karl Marx kolkhoz wheat on 50 ha. d i d  not 

and on 80 ha. was ly ing  i n  the f i e l d s ,  This was ascribed t o  late 
s-ng in May; e a r l i e r  sawing i s  advised, 

#o~-th-lbidchs t an  
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In May i t  was sa id  tha t  12 new sovkhozes were established t o  till 
233,000 ha. i n  1954, of which 10,150 were for  spring sowing. They have 
received 114 new t r ac to r s .  New s i t e s  have receivd2&0 wagon loads of 
prefabricated components and caravan t r a i l e r s  have arrived. Generally 
the oblast shows low ef f ic iency  and mechanization - a t  Zarya Komrmrnizma 
kolkhoz of Oktyabrski raion,  with over 6,000 ha ,  under wheat, about 
300,000 poods of g ra in  had t o  be winnowed and handled m u a l l y ,  But 
some kolkhozes do well  - Put Lenina raised 30 centners of wheat per ha. 

Two-year t a rge t  : 750,000 or 770,000 ha. Last spring 70,000 ha. 
were to  be sown wi th  wheat. Detailed survey maps were made by February, 
but shortage of 2,600 t r a c t o r  operators causes misgivings. L i t t l e  i s  
done about it; M!J!S a r e  reluctant  even t o  release untrained men and 
have sent for  t r a in ing  only 108 men instead of 4.20. 

Con: lus  ions 

The repor t s  published so fa r  show many of the consequences of 
hasty planning and f a i l u r e  t o  coordinate work on all fronts .  Thus 
without de ta i led  s0.a maps of the north i t  i s  hard t o  find the r igh t  
s i tes  for t i l l i n g  before the snows have goneg i f  the thaw shows a 
tract t o  be water less ,  i t  i s  too l a t e  t o  s t a r t  d r i l l i ng  wells and 
men and machines already there a re  l e f t  i d l e  for  a long time before 
they can be moved. 

The complaints of bureaucratic muddles and inefficiency a re  
frequent, but considerable progress i s  claimed and on 29th %y the 
Press hailed the completion of ploughing of the millionth hectare of 
virgin s o i l  i n  Kazakhstan and said tha t  kolkhozes and sovkhozes had 
completed t h e i r  sowing plans on the new lands. The Izobilny sovkhoz 
( ~ h o l i n s k  oblas t )  i s  held up a s  a model of progress. The workers' 
kollektiv a t  Stepnyak t- had offered t o  send 400 men t o  help. 

gang was sent t o  &emen.-Tau t o  co l lec t  components of 80 pre- 
fabricated houses. The sovkhoz hoped t o  till 20,000 of i t s  100,000 
ha. t h i s  year. Eight oblasts  not included in the wheat plan have 
caught the prevailing enthusiasm and have ploughed up and sown 
160,000 ha. of new land. 

Sources 
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GENERAL 

T H E  E N I G M A  O F  T H E  M A I N  T U R K M E N  C A N A L  

A new book has recent ly appeared on Turlanenistan, Published by the 
Acadeqy of Sciences, i t  is, in the words of the author Z.G. Freikin, a 
study of "the economic and geographic character is t ics  of the Turkmen 
SSR."The  book is  divided i n t o  two parts ,  the f i r s t  containing 
chapters on the na tu ra l  conditions and resources of the republic, i t s  
population, and i t s  econoqy, while the second part  i s  devoted t o  a 
detailed descr ipt ion of the republic oblast by oblast. Ln the whole 
of the book there i s  no mention of the Main Turkmen C a n a l  project. 

The plan f o r  the construction of the Main Turkmen Canal was announ- 
ced on 12th September 1950 by the Council of Ministers of the USSR. 
The canal was t o  run from Takhia-Tash on the Amu-Daqa t o  Krasnovodsk 
on the shores of the Caspian with a branch runnhg  south-westwards to  
join the Sumbar r iver .  The *ole of northern and western Turkmenistan 
would thus be supplied with water and a large par t  of the h a - R u m  
desert made f e r t i l e .  This project  - l a rger  than any other canal r o -  
ject in the world - was t o  be completed between 1951 and 1957- 

The 1950 m o u n c e m n t  came a f t e r  many years of s c i en t i f i c  research 
and discussion on the problem of using the Amu-Darya t o  i r r i g a t e  the 
&a-Kum desert. s ince  192.5, when the subject was f i r s t  raised, there 
appear t o  have been two m a i n  schools of thought; f i r s t l y ,  t ha t  by 
making use of the ancient r i v e r  beds of the Darya W k  and the Western 
Ueboi, the waters of the h-&r?ya  could be diverted t o  the Caspian across 
the northern p a r t  of Turkmenistan, and secondly, that  through the KeUf 
Ueboi the waters of the Amu-&r;ya could be linked with the Murgab and 
Tedzhen r ive r s  and so i r r i g a t e  a large area of southern Turkmenistan* 

The f i r s t  proposition - l a t e r  to be embodied in the Main Twknren 
scheme - presented -y a f f i c u l t i e s .  The S q k ~ s h  depression 

m d d  e i the r  have t o  be f i l l e d  k t h  water - a process which might take 
up t o  twenty years - o r  t o  be circumvented. Various exis t% 

canals in the Tashauz area would have to  be traversed. The 

Projected alignment of t,he canal passed through the oil-producing area 
round Nebit-Shg, and i t  was feared that  the presence of the canal might 
cause flooding of the oi l f ie lds .  There was a l so  the d i f f icu l ty  of the 
h-Darya, which i n  recent years has been perceptibly changing i t s  course 

It was feared too tha t  the new canal would Cause the leve1 
Of the Aral Sea to  f a l l  dangerously low. Final ly,  the construction of 
the canal would involve the bringing of men, materials and equipment t o  
a uttle-developed area and t h e i r  functioning under extreme desert  condi- 
tiona; the canal, f o r  &most the whole of i t s  length, would pass t h r o w  

waterless areas. On the other hand the advantages from such a 
canal Would be e n o m u s ;  the whole of the wasteland of northern 



T u r b n i s t a n  would be turned i n t o  a f e r t i l e  region, and by planting belts 
of t r ee s  along the canal the c l imat ic  conditions of the whole area would 
be changed. Water would be brought t o  Krasnovodsk and the oi.1 towns of 
Kum-Dag and Nebit-Dag, which r e l y  t o  a great  extent on water brought t o  
them by rail o r  sea. Moreover. cu l t i va t ion  in the r i c h  sub-tropical 
south-western corner of Turkmenistan would be g rea t ly  increased. 

A t  f i r s t  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  were, however, considered to  outweigh the 
advantages, and i n  the years following 1925 the plan f o r  the irrigation 
of the northe111 Kara-Kwn was shelved in favour of the second proposition - 
the l inking of the h-*a with the M g a b  and Tedzhen r ivers  by the 
Great Kara-Kum Canal. In 1929 the Bassaga-Kerki canal was completed and 
the  s u r p l u  waters from the canal were allowed t o  pass i n to  the Kelif 
Uzboi. In this way by 1931 the waters of the Am-Darya had penetrated 
s ixty-f ive kilometres into the southern Kara-Kum. In 1940 the decision 
was announced t o  b u i l d  the Great Kara-Kum Canal which would make use of 
the Kelif Uzboi t o  draw the waters of the Amu-Darya t o  the oases of W 
and Tedzhen. This project  was he ld  up by the w a r ,  but  in 1946 i t  was 
announced tha t  work on the canal would be s t a r t e d  inmediately and that the 
pro jec t  would be completed by 1951. There w a s  no news in the press, 
however, about the project  u n t i l  Apri l  1954, s ince  when work is said to be 
i n  f u l l  swhg. (see C. A.R Vol. II, NO. 3). 

the meantime, the plan f o r  the  northern canal, though shelved, 
was not  forgotten. In 1948 an expedition organized by the lns t i tu te  of 
Geology of the Academy of Sciences made a de t a i l ed  exploration of the 
western Uzboi and came t o  the conclusion that the construction of a canal 
b r i n g h g  the waters of the Amu-Darye t o  the Caspian through the Western 
Uzboi was a poss ib i l i ty ,  but  tha t  work on t h i s  huge project  should be@ 
only a f t e r  the completion of the Great Kara-Kum Canal. 

The announcement of September 1950 thus came a s  a reversal of policy* 
811 a t ten t ion  was now t o  be paid t o  the Main Turkmen Canal project, and 
though the Great Kara-Kum C a n a l  was not  abandoned i t  nevertheless fell 
i n t o  second place. Great publ ici ty  was d v e n  t o  the Main Turkmen C m *  
scheme and many popular s c i e n t i f i c  books appeared on the subject. me 

book The Ahin Turkmen Canal Amu-Darya - Krasnovodsk (1952) published 
the hadew of Sciences of the was bv the s- Z.G. Freikln hose 
on Turkmenistan has appeared t h i s  p a r . "  The project  was wor t an t  

mough t o  m e d t  a separate a r t i c l e  in the new Soviet Encyclopaedia (1952)* 
1951, 1952 and the ea r ly  pa r t  of 1953 de ta i led  accounts were 

given in the a l l - W o n  and Central Asian press  of the p rep ra to r7  On 

the s c h e ~ .  28th February 1953 the feeder canal was completed and a 
Wecial ceremony t o  celebrate t h i s  event ms held on 1st  March a t  Takhia- 
Tash; work WEIS l l O W  to start on the canal i t se l f .  (see C. A - R  

fioweas reports continued dur-, March, but since the be@- 
* g  A P I - ~ ~  1953 the blain Turkmen Canal scheme has had no Inention at *' 
in the Soviet press. 



Since the spring of 1953, Z. G. Freikin 's  book, The Turkmen SSR i s  
the f i r s t  book on Turkmenistan to  appear, and i t  seems besides to  be 
the f i r s t  serious geographical book on Turkmenistan t o  be published i n  
Soviet times. Skosyrev's book Turkmenistan published in 1948 i s  more 
i n  the nature of a travelogue. Apart from its omission of the Main 
Turkmen Canal scheme the new book is i n t e r e s t h g  f o r  a number of fea t -  
ures. Although pr in ted  i n  March 1954, the book was sent to the 
publishers in Apri l  1953; publishing was thus delayed f o r  nearly a 
year. In the bibliography given a t  the end over a hundred books a re  
mentioned, only two of which - a book on the geographic zones of the 
USSR, and an a r t i c l e  on the histoqy of Central Asia - were published 
la ter  than 1950. The vas t  majority of the itema were published before 
the war, and there i s  no mention of the books published between 1951 
and 1953 on the Main Turkmen C a n a l  project. While having no mention 
of the Main Turkmen Canal, the book b r i e f ly  touches on the Kara-Kum 
Canal project  bu t  dismisses i t  as  a project  decided on before the war 
and which the w a r  prevented from being realized. A n  apology f o r  the 
s tar t l ing omission of the Main Turkmen Canal may perhaps be seen in the 
author's foreword, wr i t ten  in Deceniber 1953: ". . . . Socia l i s t  const- 
ruction and the growth of bc ien t i f ic  research i n  the Turkmen SSR i s  
moving, especial ly  i n  the  l a s t  few years, a t  an extraordinary speed. 
In connection with t h i s  the author could not, within the framework of 
the present pliblication, describe with equal thoroughness a l l  na turd 
and economic aspects  or' the republic . . . . " 

Whatever the causes, i t  i s  evident t ha t  f o r  the present the &d.n 
Twkmen Canal scheme has dropped out of all Soviet publications. It 
m Y  be that ,  l i k e  the Great m a - K u m  Canal project ,  i t  w i l l  l i e  fallow 
for  a nuniber of years only t o  be taken up again with renewed vigour, o r  
i t  may be tha t  the scheme has been f ina l ly  abandoned. From the f i r s t ?  
i t  Beems tha t  the scheme met with opposition on s c i e n t i f i c  qounds, and 
Possibly a l so  on economic and ~01it ica . l  grounds. It may be s ignif icant  
that the cur ta in  f e l l  over the project  so soon a f t e r  the change of 
government of the USSR. ~~t the reasons f o r  the postponement o r  aban- 
donment of the Main Turkmen C a n a l  project  can only be a matter f o r  
conjecture, and the whole subject serves as  an example of the d i f f icu l ty  
of accurate report ing on Soviet a f f a i r s ,  par t icu lar ly  in Central Asia. 

I. Central Asian Press I 946-48, 1 952-54. 
2. Tmkmenskaya 3SR. Z. G Freikin. Moscow, 1954. 
3. T~kmenis tan .  P. Skosyrev. Moscow, 1948. 
4. Glavnyi Turkmenskii Kana1 Antu-Darya - Krasnovodsk. Z. G Freikin. 

bscow, 1952. 
5. 8ovetswve l-yudi preobrazyyut pus tynyu v tsvetushchii krai. 

Academician A V. Nalivkin. Goapolitizdat, 19530 
6 .  Soviet Encyclope.edfa. 1952. 
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P A R T  I 

Ocherki i s t o r i i  izucheniya Islama v SSSR. (An Outline of the 
History of Islamic Studies in the USSR) by W.A. Smirnov. 275 pp. 
The Acadew of Sciences of the USSR. Moscow. 1954. 

The appearance of the first cogrehenaive account of Islamic studies 
a s  pursued both in imperial Russia and in  the USSR i s  of some 
importance t o  st.udents of Islam in  general and of Islamic affairs  
in T s a r i s t  and Soviet Russia i n  part icular .  

The pre- and post-revolutionary periods are t r ea ted  by 
Mr. Smirnov a t  approximately equal length, and the principal works 
a s  well  a s  the theore t ica l  and p o l i t i c a l  approach of each period 
are examined i n  consiGerable de ta i l .  The hook describes 
works produced i n  both periods. which are l i t t l e  known to, or a t  
any r a t e  seldom refer red  t o  by, Western wr i te rs  on Islam; and i t  
pays unwonted t r ibu te  t o  many pre-revolutionary wri ters  and schol- 
a r s  who, i n  sp i t e  of t h e i r  inevitably nbourgeois" standpoint, 
col lected valuable f ac tua l  and c r i t i c a l  material with which, in 
the authorss  opinion, Soviet scholars can ill afford t o  dispense* 
The author lays repeated emphasis on the fundamentally hos t i le  
a t t i t ude  of the present regime towards Islam a s  a rel igion,  and 
a lso  as const i tut ing an unrepresentative and reactionary culture 
a r t i f i c i a l l y  developed and exploited both by native "ruling 
classesw and by Russian and foreign "imperialisten. 

The bibliographical value of the book i s  considerable, but 
the author specif ical ly renounces any c l a i m  t o  provide a biblio- 
graphy of Russian works on Islam. Indeed, no bibliographical note 
is appended, and the br ief  index i s  merely of the names of the 
p r h c i p a l  wri ters  mentioned i n  the text,  

The present analysis is  d e s i p d  t o  indica te  the general scope 
of the book. It i s  not i n  any sense a c r i t i c a l  review, and all 
the opinions expressed are  e i the r  those of the author o r  of the 
writere and others whom he quotes. The f i r s t  pert  of the analy- 

deals Kith the f f r a t  half of the book r e l a t i %  t o  pre-revolut- 
i o n a r ~  studies. The second par t ,  which w i l l  appear in the next 
issue of C e n t r d k l a n  Review deals with post-revolutionary a t u a e s  
(1 91 8-7 9 ~ 7 - -  



Authort s preface 

In the teaching of Marxism-Leninism great importance i s  attached 
t o  the exposure of the soc i a l  function of rel igion a s  pa r t  of the 
"superstructuren of c l a s s  socie t,y, and the pronouncements made by 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and S ta l in  on the subject of Islam point to  the 
need for  Soviet scholars  t o  subject t o  c r i t i c a l  examhation everything 
written on the subject i n  Russia both before and a f t e r  the Revolution. 
"The study of Islam conducted by the Russian bourgeoisie covered a 
great deal of ground and has bequeathed many works containing a r i ch  
store of f ac tua l  material  and many  valuable observations and conclusions 
of genuine s c i e n t i f i c  s i m f i c a n c e .  One a h  of the present work is  
therefore the se lec t ion  of what i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  Soviet h i s t o r i c a l  
science in i t s  task  of demonstrating the soc ia l  function of Islam Fn 
the history of the peoples of the East and of combatting i t s  survivals 
in our country. 

hnin emphasized the importance of studying the works of "bourgeois" 
writers on rel igion,  but considered them to  be impregnated with prejud- 
ice and subservience t o  Rbourgeois ideology". T h i s  applies t o  the 
majority of " b o u - e o i s H  students  of Islam, whose works are  "characterized 
by complete ignorance of the material  and economic basis of the h i s to r i -  
cal process and by an endeavour t o  e m l a i n  the origins and spread of 
Islam by the a c t i v i t i e s  of prominent personal i t ies  . . . . . t o  explain 
them only as  the r e s u l t  of a struggle in the realm of ideas. " 

The second a i m  of the book is " to  expound the new element introduced 
into the Soviet stu* of Islam, t o  describe i ts  achievements and a l so  
the main points in M c h  i t  d i f f e r s  from i t s  bourgeois counterpart, t ha t  
is,  i n  i t s  methodology and i n  the def in i t ion  of i t s  aims-" "On the 
basis of Marxist-Lest theory Soviet scholars are  able t o  expose a l l  
the Unscientific and i d e a l i s t i c  theories  of foreign bourgeois students 
of Islam and a t  the same t h e  t o  de tec t  the errors  which have found 
their way i n t o  the works of ce r t a in  Soviet his tor ians and philosophers 
dealing with questions r e l a t i ng  t o  Islam." 

In the period following the Revolution the counter-revoluti0nar;y 
forces united with "reactionary r e l ig ious  elements" i n  t he i r  f igh t  against 
the Soviet reg*. I n  def ininn the Party s aim of destroy- the l ink  

these two forces ,  k d n  in s i s t ed  on the need f o r  the widest 
Possible s c i e n t i f i c  ant i - rel igious propaganda. " A t  tshe same time," he 
'aid, "care must be taken to avoid giving of fence t o  the f e e l h g s  of 

f o r  this mi&t merely strengthen the i r  re l igious fanaticism- 
In these circumstances, the publ icat ion of books explaining the or igin 
Of and unmasking the npseudo-scient, ifi~n character of "bourgeoisn 
writings on the s&,ject, was - and s t i l l  i s  - a matter of pr* importance* 
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The "imperial is tsn,  and most of a l l  the "American rnonop~lis ts~~,  
s t i l l  use r e l i g ion  a s  a means of jus t iFying t h e i r  r a c i a l  and ttanti- 
humantt policy, directed a s  t h i s  i s  against "peace, democracy, culture 
and progress. I n  the East  they make grea t  play with such organiza- 
t ions  as the Egy-ptian Muslim Brotherhood. "The Muslim hierachy in many 
countr ies  of the non-Soviet Orient l i v e  a t  peace with the colonial re-.lt 

It i s  the duty of a l l  Soviet h i s tor ians  t o  spare no e f for t  in lay- 
i ng  bare these pr inc ip les  and designs of "imperialismtt, and t o  wage 
unceasing war against  the surv iva ls  of capi tal ism represented by Islam, 
survivals  which, in the words of Malenkov a t  the XrXth Party Session, 
" w i l l  not die  out of themselves, a r e  very much a l ive  and may grow. 
According t o  S t a l in ,  "the Party cannot be neu t r a l  towards religion and 
w i l l  conduct ant i - rel igious propa~anda  against  each and every religious 
prejudice. " 

The author explains t h a t  i n  compilhg the f i r s t  pa r t  he has relied 
mostly on books and has had only occasli.@i~~.l recourse t o  periodicals. 
He has, however, made a thorough examination of the a r t i c l e s ,  notes and 
reviews on the subject wr i t ten  by "the revolutionary democratsn, who 
played an important pa r t  in developing Russian soc i a l  thought. In the 
seoond pa r t  he has drawn extensively on magazine material  as  well as 
on books. 

Chapter I 

Material on Islam in Written Russian Records of the Feudal Period 

(A) Information about Islam i n  ancient Russia (I  I th-I 3th centuries) 

The e a r l i e s t  information about the East which reached the Russim 
people r e l a t e s  t o  the Kiev period and was compiled not only from Greek 
m i t i n g s  but a l so  f rum descript ions of t r a v e l l e r s  and a s  a resul t  of the 
d i rec t  intercourse between the Russian people and t h e i r  nomad neighbours* 
The influence of the Chris t ian church being paramount a t  that time, 
i n t e r e s t  was largely concentrated on the Is lamic and Jewish religions 
a8 possible r i v a l s  of Chris t iani ty .  

For d e t a i l s  of Russian chronicles re fer r ing  to  Islam during this 
Period reference i s  made t o  ICrachkovskiit s book Outline of the Histom 
of Russian-Arabic Studies (1950). These c h r o n i x e s  were concerned 
pr indpal ly  with the morals, customs iind b e l i e f s  of eastern peoples 
and fncluded Some c r i t i c a l  accounts of the prophet Muhammd, then lmawn 
as " B o W c h n  O r  " W e t n .  Forei- t rave l  by Russians v i r tua l ly  cme 

an end duriW3 the Mongol invasion of the th i r teenth  centuI"Y* 



(B) Idormation about Islam in the Russian chronicles of the 14th-15th 
centuries 

!he w a r s  between the Russian people and the Mongols and nomads, 
who often fought under the banner of Islam, great ly  increased the in t e r -  
est taken by the Russians in the Muslim religion. T h i s  i n t e r e s t  
increased still  f u r t h e r  a f t e r  the capture of Constantinople by the Turks 
in 1453. The h is tory  wr i t ten  during t h i s  period re f lec ted  "the ideology 
of the ruling class'', the formation of which had been strongly influenced 
by "the c l e r i c a l  element". 

During the fourteenth century eastern t ravel  was renewed in sp i t e  
of the conquest of the B a l k a n s  and Constantinople by the Turks. Most 
of the t rave l le rs  were merchants, the principal of them being Atanasii 
Nikitin whose book Travels beyond Three Seas (edi t ion published by the 
Academy of Sciences of the USSR i n  1948) is a work of great importance. 

A t  the end of the f i f t een th  century a large number of t ranslat ions 
from foreign languages on the subject of Islam began to  appear. These 
included descriptions of the Holy C i t i e s  of Mecca and Medina and of the 
life of Muharmnad. 

(c) Material about Islam in Russian l i t e r a tu re  from the end of the 15th 
to the f i r s t  half of the 18th centuries  

k i n g  the f i f t e e n t h  and sixteenth centuries the Russian S ta te  
entered in to  d i r e c t  t rade and diplomatic relat ions with the Ot~0ma.n 
%ire and with the S d a v i d  ru l e r s  of Bzerbai jan and Persia;  attempts 
were also made t o  e s t ab l i sh  fr iendly relat ions ~ 5 t h  the h g u l  Empire i n  
India. In t e re s t  i n  Islamic countries correspondingly increased, and 
to the accounts of t r ave l l e r s  were added the reports  of diplomatic 
envQYa. A considerable amount of source material  i s  coi~tained in the 
Complete Collection of Russian Chronicles including part icular ly the 
so-called Russkii Khrono~raf.  The subjects t rea ted  in the l a t t e r  include 
the l i f e  and explo i t s  of T- and the ear ly  his tory of the Turks. In 
:me of the chronicles reference i s  made to two prophets - "Idoamed" and 
Bakhmet" a s  i f  they were separate persons. 

the seventeenth century, the aggressive policy pursued by 
against Russia caused the Russians to  pay par t icu lar  a t tent ion 

to the Study of the re l ig ion  and charac te r i s t ics  of t he i r  enem- 
Of the l i t e r a t u r e  wr i t ten  during th i s  period is  therefore concerned with 
Islam as pract ised i n  the  Turkish Empire. 

"Long before Peter  I, whose name is generally associated with the 
d e v e ~ ~ ~ I n e n t  of Russian howledge about the Eest, descriptions of Islam 
can be found in  chronicle^, t rave l  l i t e r a t u r e  and other works based on 

a s  well as foreign sources . . . . . These works re f lec t  the 
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i n t e r e s t  of the ru l ing  c l a s se s  and the Church, and tend to  c r i t i c ize  
& s l i m  b e l i e f s  a s  P f  a l s e '  and a s  opposed t o  the ' t ru th '  of the Christian 
rel igion.  Nevertheless, they in no sense advocate intolerance or demand 
the persecution o r  destruct ion of Islam, widespread a s  i t  was among the 
many people which cons t i tu ted  the Russian State." 

The stimulus given by Pe ter  I t o  o r i e n t a l  and Islamic studies was 
considerable. In  1702 a spec ia l  school w a s  established f o r  the study 
of eas te rn  languages. The f i r s t  t r ans l a t ion  of the Koran was produced - - 
and other works such a s  E t r i  KantemirP s The System and structure of 
the Uammedan Religion (petereburg, 1722) were compiled by royal command. 
The r e l ig ious  mission e s t ab l i sn~d  in Peking as a consequence of the treaty 
with China in 1689 ca r r i ed  out extensive research i n t o  the practice of 
Islam in the  western and southern provinces of China "and the scientific 
and p r a c t i c a l  value of t h e i r  work has by no means been exhaustedo" 

(D) The study of Islam in the second half  of the 18th and the f i r s t  
ha&? of the 19th centuries  

From the second half of the eighteenth century the feudal system in 
Russia began t o  experience a c r i s i s .  A bourgeoisie and an intelligent- 
s i a  emerged and this gave a f i l l i p  t o  the  development of social and 
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  The foundations of the ma te r i a l i s t  t rad i t ion  were laid 
by hmon0Sov and Radishchev, the l a t t e r  paying pa r t i cu l a r  attention to 
the peoples of the East. Although all wr i t ing  on Islam w a s  s t i l l  
Powerf d l y  influenced by the Church, t he re  were some instances of 
W~rogres s iven  thougJt. Ln 1769, f o r  example, a professor of philosc~hy: 
h ichkov,  developed the  notion t h a t  the combination in a single Persol1 
of temporal and s p i r i t u a l  pomer i s  a sign not  of heavenly grace, but of 
the age of barbarism." The "progressive" t rend i n  or ien ta l  studies 
increased S t i l l  f u r the r  a f t e r  the victoqy of 1812, par t icular ly among 
-versitY youth. This trend was stimulated by the eastern 
and by the m e x a t i o n  of Georgia, Azerbaijan and eastern lirmedae ITotdbr 
works were those of Bronevskii on the Caucasus, Khanykov on the Khanate 
of Bukhara ( 1  843) and of Bichurin on the peoples inhabit* Central 
in ancient times ( I  851 ). There was a decline in nprogresSiven tho@t 
during the oppressive reign of Nicholas I, when the work of orientalists 
c lear ly  re f lec ted  "the o f f i c i a l  point  of viewut and "the convictions 
the c l e r i c a l  elementn. The Imitations of the Koran wri t ten b ; ~  m h k i n  
when in ex i l e  was the f i r s t  l i t e r a r y  production which introduced BuBdan 
people to  the Koran. 

The works of Professor Bereein a r e  s h g l e d  out f o r  special at tent ion' 
llthough Berezin r e c o p i z e d  Islam as  a .  obstacle t o  progress, he 
to appreciate the p o l i t i c a l  ai&ficmce of. m i d i s m ,  t ha t  i s  the movement 

by S h d l  i n  the Caucasuso He wrongly regarded midism 
opposed to  Islam and f a i l e d  t o  understma t h a t  it Was "encour" 

'ged by T~*Y and Bri ta inn.  In co-n with other contemporaSI writers 



he missed the e s sen t i a l  point  of M u r i d i s m  which was i ts  "reactionary 
character" and the extent, t o  which it resul ted i n  the extinction of the 
individual and the e n t i r e  subjection of the murid t o  h i s  and 
ultimately t o  the Khalif, t h a t  is, the Sultan of Turkey, Neverthelesg 
all these wri ters  provide a r i ch  s to re  of factual  material  ivhich we11 
repays study. 

The anti-religious a t t i t u d e  developed by the "revolutionary 
demcrat s" , Belinskii ,  Herzen, Chernyshevskii, lhbrolyubov and Pisarev 
between 1840 and 1860 i s  t r ea t ed  in de ta i l .  Of these i t  was 
Dobrolyubov who was pr inc ipa l ly  concerned with Islam. I n  h i s  c r i t i c a l  
review of washington- 1rvingVs Life of Mahomet he developed the theory 
that "it i s  not personal i ty  which is the mainspring of h i s to r i ca l  
events," In an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "The Significance of our recent Action 
in the Caucasusw Dobrolyubov described M i r i d i s m  i n  a way "much 
more accurate and more penetrating than the works of several Soviet; 
his toriane. '' I n  par t icu lar ,  Dobrolyubov considered tha t  "Muridism was 
in no sense a new religj.on. It was the Islamic doctrine which had 
long been known t o  the mountaineers (of the ~aucasus )  but which u n t i l  
then had not been prac t i sed  by them. In the conclusion of this 
article he declares that  "from the f a c t s  wlfich the history of the 
Caucasus r eca l l s  t o  us  i t  is c l ea r  tha t  i t  was not the for tui tous 
appearance of personal i t ies  l i k e  Shamil, nor even the s t r i c t  doctrine 
of h i d i 5 m  which caused the revol t  of the mountaineers against the 
Russians. The bas ic  reason was the hatred of Russian domination- * 

Of great  importance are the works of the Am'bljani, m r z a  
Fathali Akhundov (I  81 2-1 878), w~lo c a ~  out strongly against Islam 
and its clogging ef fec t  on progress, and in favour of the Russian 
conneation. b o t h e r  outs t  anding figure w a s  Chokan Valikhanov (1 835- 
18651, a Kazakh educated in Omsk, who began t o  c r i t i c i z e  the ro le  of 
Islam in Central Asia before i t  came under Tsaris t  control. Another 
hakh  c r i t i c  of Islam was Brahim ut ,ynsarin (1 841 -1 88910 

t h e i r  sc ien t i f  i a  importance, ~obro lyubov~  s works on eastern 
and the pronouncements of other revolut ianar;~ democrats, 

hcluding Akhundov, a r e  immeasurably superior t o  the works of -3' 
h o p e a n  and American o r i en t a l i s t s  and spec ia l i s t s  on Islam 

'Rl'itten during the same period." 

The grea t  s i m f i c a n c e  of the works of Dobrolvubov and A l d ~ d o v  
cOnsistS in the f a c t  tha t  i n  Russian s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a tu re  they mark 
the first new approach to  the solution of the problem of the origin of 
Islam as  a religion. 



Chapter I1 

The Study of Islam in the  Cap i t a l i s t  Period (1 860-1890) 

(A) K. Marx and F. Engels on Islam 

In this br ie f  sec t ion  some account i s  given of the references to 
Islam found in the  works of Ma.rx and Engels. Their conclusions are 
summed up in a quotation from Engel 's  work An introduction t o  the histom 
of ea r ly  Chris t iani ty .  "Islam i s  a r e l i g ion  adapted to  the inhabitants 
of the East  and pa r t i cu l a r ly  t o  the Arabs, t h a t  is  t o  say, on one hand 
t o  the town-dwellers occupied in trade and industry, and on the other t o  
the nomad Bedouin. But in t h i s  l i e s  the embryo of periodically recurr- 
h g  clashes. The town-dwellers grow r ich ,  abandon themselves to luxury 
and become negligent in the observance of the  law'. The Bedouins, on 
the other hand, a r e  poor and i n  consequence of t h e i r  poverty, are s t r ic t  
in the observance of the moral code, and regard these r iches and luxuries 
with hatred and disgust.  They then uni te  a r  the leadership of some 
prophet (Mahdi) in order t o  punish the t r a i t o r s ,  t o  re-establish respect 
f o r  the ceremonies and the true f a i t h ,  and by way of retr ibut ion to 
acquire f o r  thelnselves the wealth of diss idents .  Naturally, a f te r  about 
a hundred years they are  discovered in exact ly the same position as were 
formerly the dissidents ;  a new c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of the f a i t h  becomes 
necessary, a new prophet a r i s e s ,  and the game begins afresh . . 0 0 

Obscured by the panoply of re l ig ion ,  all these movements merely arise 
from economic causes. But even when the movements a re  v i c t ~ r i o u s  they 
leave untouched the previous econodc  conditions. " 

k k ~ .  and Engels a t t r i bu ted  "the exploi ta t ion" of rel igion by the 
"bo~geOis i e t '  t o  the f a c t  t ha t  r e l i g ion  suggested t o  the to i l ing  masses 
the inevi table  existence of a ruling and enslaving class and promised 
those who f e l l  under i ts  yoke a reward in heaven f o r  t h e i r  sufferings on 
earth.  

(B) The study of Islam 7860-1 890 

!t+"e de:velopment of capi tal ism and the  accentuation of c lass  
differences had t h e i r  e f f ec t  on Russian cu l ture  and s c h o h r s h i p ~  and 
a l s o  on Russian o r i en t a l  s tudies .  fithough the government directed 
these s tudies  along channels which would fu r the r  the in t e re s t  of Tsarism 
and it8 colonial  policy, and r e l i e d  upon " i d e a l i s t i c w  phi loao~hy 
r e l idon ,  Russian scholarship nevertheless evinced a wprogressive" 
tendency based on a ao l ld  ma te r i a l i s t  t radi t ion.  of the works 
produced in t h i s  period displayed an a c v h t a n c e  with MaPxism.  Since? ,, 
however, the government feared and discouraged the cul ture  of the people' 

who strove towards a b e t t e r  understanding of or ien ta l  peoples 
dissuaded from study- the contemporary Eas t  and i t s  

ma ~ l t u r a l  problems. Yarly of them displayed a a"d 



hostile a t t i t ude  towards eastern peoples professing Islam, and regarded 
them as being a lower order. "They seldom took in to  account the f a c t  
that Islam had not re ta ined  the form which i t  had assumed between the 
seventh and ninth centuries  but  had followed a tortuous process of adap- 
ting i t s e l f  t o  the requirements of feudal c lass  rule  in the countries 
of the East. " 

The pr inc ipa l  works of such eminent Russian o r i e n t a l i s t s  a s  Grigo- 
rev, Kazembek, Rozen, Sablukov, Tornau, Pozdneyev; Segal and Zhukovskii 
are described. I n  general, the merits of these works l i e  in the 
factual material  which the wr i te rs  col lected in the course of t he i r  
studies and t r ave l s  r a the r  than i n  any "scient i f ic"  l i g h t  which they 
threw on the p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  functions of Islam. A book by the 
"philosopher and qyst ic"  Vladinrir Soloyyev en t i t l ed  Mahornet, h i s  l i f e  
and religious teaching i s  found to  be without any f ac tua l  merit and 
indeed wholely pernicious. This mrh which w a s  favourably received 
by "the reactionary classesw,  was based thl-ouDout on a "blind f a i t h  
in God" and i n the  divine mission of the Prophet. "It was hos t i l e  to  
the mater ial is t  explanation of re l ig ion  and could thus have only the 
most harmful e f f e c t  on the study of Islamw. The opinion expressed 
Academician Bartold that  Soloyyev's i s  "the bes t  biography of Muhammed 
in the Russian lanwage" was an e r ro r  due to  the " idea l i s t icn  standpoint 
from which Bartold regarded the h i s to r i ca l  process. 

As examples of "the tendentious l i t e r a tu re  which was deprived of 
W sc i en t i f i c  importance and which served a s  an instrument of the 
policy of russif  i ca t ion  conducted by T s a r i s m  amow eastern peoples" 
the t i t l e s  a re  quoted of the twentj -one collections and the t-ty- 
five separate publications whicrl appeared between 1853 to 1898 under 
the auspices of the "missionary and anti-Muslim departmentR of the 

Religious Acadeqy. 

Uthough d u r h g  the second half of the nineteenth century 
'%0urge0isn scholars,  equipped a s  they were d t h  an excellent how- 
leQe of' eastern languages and mediaeval h i s t o q ,  made an important 
contribution on problems r e l a t ing  to  Islam and i t s  various sec ts*  
their works are ml.red by t h e i r  re l igious and "ideal is . t icn approach 

by t h e i r  "metaphysicalw view of nature. This a t t i tude  and these 
views were vigol-ousu opposed by the wprogressivetl element represented 
by the "revolutionary democratsu. In general i t  must be admitted 
that the theore t ica l  f i e l d ,  Russian or ien ta l  studies re la t ing  to  
the history of the East, and more par t icu lar ly  t o  Islam, lagged serious- 
l y  behind the general l eve l  of Russian science." 
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Chapter I11 

The Study of Tslam during the Period of Imperialism (1895-1917) 

The f i r s t  pa r t  of this chapter i s  taken up with an exposition of 
the teaching and pronouncements of Lenin and S ta l in  on the subject of 
r e l ig ion  and national culture. Their teaching consistently emphasized 
the need f o r  an unr s l en thg  f i g h t  against established religions and for 
the development of "those undeveloped elements of democratic and social- 
ist cul ture  which ex i s t  in every nat ional  cul ture in the same way as in  
every nation there are  exploited masses whose l i h q  conditions inevita- 
b ly  give b i r t h  t o  democratic and s o c i a l i s t  ideology." A t  the same time 
h n i n  is  quoted a s  spyiqq tha t  the a t h e i s t  propaganda of social democr- 
acy must be subordinated t o  i t s  bas ic  task - the development of the 
c l a s s  war of the exploited masses against  the exploiters. " 

"For eastern peoples, who are s t i l l  under the yoke of their  feudal 
ru lers ,  landowners and bourgeoisie and of the Muslim rel igion which 
supports them, these pronouncements of Lenin are of the f i r s t  importance- 
They underline with specia l  force and conviction the ro le  of clericalism 
a s  a t r i e d  instrwnent i n  the hands of the exploiting classes." 

k i n g  the "imperial is t  period'', the wars conducted by the Tsarist 
r e g h e  against the movement f o r  nat ional  l ibera t ion  are  generally reflec- 
ted in Russian "bourgeoisn historiography. The l i t e r a t u r e  dealingwith 
Islam f a l l s  broadly speaking i n t o  two groups: t o  the f i r s t  q r o q  below3 
the works of such wr i te rs  a s  Ostroumov, Cherevanskii and Tsvetkov, hfio 
adhered to the "monarchic and reactionary camp" sup.?orted by the 
government and the Church; they were first and foremost active support- 
e r s  of the colonial regime and were closely connected with dSsi0naY ' 

c i rc l e s -  To the aecond group belong such wr i te rs  as  Rozen, Bartold9 
Zhukovskii and Mednikov. These were scholars who represented the 
"so-called academic orientalism" and occupied a "non-politicalR position* 
They shared the philosophical and h i s t o r i c a l  conceptions "typical of the 
liberal.-bourgeois i d e a l i s t i c  historians. " 

Aa regards the works of the second group of writers,  the most 
s t r ik ing  feature i s  t h e i r  misunderstanding of "the objective regularity 
of the h i s to r i ca l  process, t h e i r  representation of the s t a t e  as a force 
standing above a l l  classes, t h e i r  complete ignorance of the position 
the peoplesP Inasses and the c l a s s  w a r ,  a d  t h e i r  incorrect presentation 
of the role of Islam and of re l ig ious  f igures i n  the history of eastern 
peoples*" h sp i t e  of th i s ,  many of t h e i r  works, and especially those 

Bartola, contain evidence of prof omd scholarship, a s  well as a 
of fac tua l  material which throws l i g h t  on a n d e r  of matters 

*lating to  Islam, and especially t o  i ts  various sects.  Of particular 
to Soviet his torians i s  the b ib l iopaph ica l  work produced bJ' 

Bartola, Krymskii, and hachkovskii.  The work of ~rachkovskiiq 



however, has the defect common t o  maqv "bourgeoisw wri ters  of tending 
to concentrate on the work of foreign o r i en t a l i s t s  and of miniezing 
the importance of the work done by Russians. 

Before considering the work of the p o l i t i c a l  wr i te rs  belonging t o  
the f i r s t  group. and a l so  tha t  of V.V. Bartold, the greatest  of Russian 
orientalists, who straddled the wimperialistH and Soviet periods, the 
mrlrs of some of the wr i te rs  in the second group are examined i n  det,ail, 
Although Rozen d id  not  -elf produce any great works on Islam apart  
from a t e l l i ng  c r i t i c i s m  of the anti-Muslim l i t e r a t u r e  emanating from 
the Religious Acadeqy of Kazan, he inspired considerable creative activ- 
ity in his b r i l l i a n t  pupi ls  Mednikov, AE. Shmidt, Shebunin and 
Krachkovskii. !€'hose of t h e i r  works described in d e t a i l  include 
Shmidt's Outline of the History of Islam as  a Religion which appeared 
in the magazine Mir Islama (The World of i slam), and the numerous books 
produced by Krymskii. The l a t t e r ,  in sp i te  of his great  erudition, 
was unable t o  determine the posi t ion of Islam in the h is tor ica l  destiny 
of the peoples of the East; and he was even l e s s  able t o  expose i t s  
'class significancew. was because f o r  RSymskii, 'religion was not 
an ideological superstructure with a clear ly expressed c lass  character, 
but a kind of force  a c h  stood above c lass  and which served as almost 
the only standard of po l i t i ca l ,  economic and cu l tura l  maturity of the 
People. For K m k i i  there was  not and could not be any soc ia l  l i f e  
for the people outside religion. 

Of' considerable i n t e r e s t  i s  the l i t e r a t u r e  on the Babis. and Behais 
Produced by such wr i te rs  a s  &tyushkov, Umme t s ,  Zhukovskii, and Bakulin. 
But some of these wri ters ,  and part icular ly Bakulin, f a i l ed  t o  grasp 
that "there was a vas t  difference between the teaching af the Bab, which 
waB clearly d i rec ted  ag-t the un,just feudal regime, and the teaching 
Of Behaullah, which excluded every kind of po l i t i ca l  element from i ts  
Preaching and advocated class-peace and an uncomplaininn subordination 
to the But horl t i ee .  Unaware tha t  Babism and Behaism were two en t i re ly  
a f f e r e n t  doctrines,  W l i n  t r i e d  to  prove tha t  the murder of Shah 
]Pasreddin could not have been the work of the Babis. After Bakulin7s 
death, Zhukovskii co l la ted  and edi ted the material which B a k d i n  had 
collected on Behaism and wfiich included a supposed autograph l e t t e r  
m t t e n  by Kumet-al-Ah. 

h o t h e r  s ec t  of Islam which att:-acted the atLention of Russian 
Orientaliats was that  of the Iamailis, notable wr i te rs  on this subject 
being B ~ b r i n s k i i  and Semnov. In  191 2 the l a t t e r  published in !& 
''lam an interest in^ a r t i c l e  on the rel igious be l i e f s  of the Ismilis 
Of' Sh ugnan . 

Other works of outstanding importance were Kazanskii ' s Wsticism 
Islam (s-kand, 1906) and K. Sm.imov2s The Persians: An Outline 

* the Religion of Peraia ( ~ i f l i s ,  191 5). Kazanskii concluded tha t  



D e ~ s h i s m  cons t i tu tes  the most negative phenomenon in the religious 
l i f e  of the people of the East;  but this conclusion "did not permit 
him completely t o  expose Sufism, D e r v i s h i s m ,  o r  M u r i d i s m  which consti- 
t u t e  not only the most repulsive and reactionary phenomena in the reli- 
gious U f e  of eas tern  peoples, hotbeds of vice, obscurantism and ignorancs 
but an insturment of the soc ia l  subjeotion of the masses which was 
directed by the more reactionary socia l  forces. ' Smirnov's book contains 
a great  deal of in teres t ing  material  taken from Persian sources, but "his 
opinions on Islam and the Shar ia t  are extremely primitive and demonstrate 
the extent t o  which he was  influenced by fore ign  sources. Smirnov also 
produced a work e n t i t l e d  The D e ~ s h e s  -md t h e i r  P o l i t i c a l  Role, which 
was published in the b u l l e t i n  of the headquarters of the Caucasien 
Military Dis t r ic t ,  

After the f a i lu re  of the f i r s t  Russian revolution of 1905, Tsariam 
mate red  a l l  i t s  forces t o  meet the growing opposition of the Connmmist 
h r t y  and the Russian prole tar ia t .  Much of the l i t e r a t u r e  on I s l a m  
produced a t  this time re f l ec ted  the o f f i c i a l  f e a r  of the danger which 
was supposed t o  lie i n  w a i t  f o r  Russia from the direction of the awaken- 
ing forces of Islam. An example of this of f i c f a l  point of v i e w  i s  
afforded by Cherevanskii's The World of Islam and i ts  Awakening. In 
t h i s  book, "the author s8,vs tha t  by Islam we mmt understand not some 
kind of independent rel igion,  but merely a re l ig ious  and pol i t ica l  
Fnst i tut ion which lays claim to a universality not possessed by any 
other of the world's mligiona. Throughout he pe r s i s t s  Fn regarding 
Islam as a rel igion i n f e r i o r  t o  Christ iani ty and as se r t s  tha t  "so long 
a s  the Koran remains ' the  ole educational guide in the ~ o r l d  of Islamq, 
no hope can be entertained of its awake- or  of i ts  sincere rapproche- 
ment with Christendom. Statements l i k e  t h i e  which conceal the 
"colonial deeigm of Teariamu w e  typical  of the  l i t e r a t u r e  on Islam 
ref lec t ing  "the ideology of the  ruling c i r c l e s  during the imperialist 
period. " 

Another book of sommha~ ajmilar character i s  the four-vol-e work 
of Ts-tkov on Islands~k This book does, however, contain much 
in teres t ing  material compiled during the author'e long sojourn i n  Central 
Asia. 

iJIIP0rtBnt representative "of the Tearitat c o l o n i d  admFnlstration 
in Central Asia m s  K T. 0s tro-v . . . . . *O was a fervent promoter 
of the Tsaris t  policy directed towarde the destruction of every vestige 
of nationhood among the non-Ruaaian peoples, the suppression of their 

the Limitation of the develupment of the i r  languages, the 
Perpetuation of t h e i r  ignorance, and finally, towmda r u s e i d z i n g  them 
to the greatest  possible degree. . . . . Ostrounmv 8 numerous works 
on Islam p d l l a h e d  between 1 9  2 and I91 6 are characterized by his  religious 
outlook, the a b s e m  of an;y c r i t i c a l  approach to the Ute ra tu re  wfiich 
he upled, his s l igh t  mqudntance with new sc ient i f ic  research, and us 
i ~ r a n c e  of ori- sources of material, ' 



The works of "one of the  most outstandirg representat ives  of 
Russian bourgeois orientalism", Academician V.V. Bartold (1 869-1 930) 
are examined a t  considerable length. "His works on the  h is tory  of 
the East, wri t ten both before and af'ter the great  October Soc ia l i s t  
Revolution, a r e  of very grea t  i n t e r e s t  and bear witness to  the f a c t  
that in his person Russian orientalism possessed one of the most out- 
standing scholars of world stature." His vast  erudi t ion and experi- 
ence enabled him t o  produce many works which a re  of l a s t i n g  importance 
t o  Soviet students of Islamic sub,iects. "But although twelve years 
of Bartold's l i f e  were passed under the Soviet regime, and although 
during t h i s  time he worked honestly and unself ishly a s  a scholar,  and 
created a whole s e r i e s  of works on the ancient h i s tory  of maqy eas te rn  
peoples of the Soviet Union, he nevertheless was and remained a 
scholar of the bourgeois o r i en t a l  school. . . . . . Bartold perceived 
that peasant movements i n  the East of ten had a re l ig ious  t inge; bu t  he 
did not take i n t o  account the f a c t  that t h i s  tinge was not a t  a l l  due 
to the rel igious requirements of the peasants, f o r  whom Islam served 
in the event merely a s  an emblem of t h e i r  s t ruggle against t h e i r  task- 
masters. Far removed a s  he was from the  mater ia l i s t  conception of 
history, Bartold d id  not regard Islam a s  a form of ideology and he d id  
not depict i t  in the l i g h t  of de f in i t e  soc i a l  re lat ionships,  He was 
thus unable to  dis t inguish the  c l a s s  character of Islam, o r  the f a c t  
that  i t  always and e v e r w e r e  serves as an instrument of explo i ta t ion  
and coercion of the t o i l i n g  masses. He did not a t t r i b u t e  any importance 
to the f a c t  that the rul ing c l a s se s  of eastern feudal  society i n  all its 
historical phases, and a l so  the ru l ing  c lasses  of Tsarist Russia, 
consistently supported Islam and the Muslim c l e r i c a l  element, and used 
them as an instrunlent with which t o  enslave the masses.'' 

Bartold paid much a t t en t ion  t o  the lfmodernistn movement i n  the 
Muslim world. He he ld  tha t  t h i s  was directed on the one hand against  
European attacks on Islam and Muslim cul ture ,  and on the other, against  
the old-style be l ievers  h o  wished t o  conserve the mediaeval fea tures  
of the Muslim way of l i f e .  lgEven a t  the present time Bartold's 
researches i n t o  the relat ionship between the power of the Khalif' and 
the Sultan a re  of great s c i e n t i f i c  importance. This i s  par t icu lar ly  
true of' h i s  st,ud,y of the Qprovocationalq in t r igues  of the pan.-Islamic 
Organization controlled by reactionaqf elements in eastern countries, 

operates to  the advantage of the American and Br i t i sh  imper ia l i s t s  
t o  turn  the countr ies  of the Near and Middle East i n t o  ~ ~ l ~ n i e s * "  

One of the l e s s  well-known pre-revolutionary works of Bartold 
described in this chapter i s  h i s  study of the Marvanid sec t  of Is-, 
which he based on Sernenovcs a r t i c l e  on the rel igious be l l e f e  of the 
I s m i l i a  of Shulylan (mentioned above). ( ~ e s c r i ~ t i o n  of Bartoldla 
post-revolutionary m r k e  i s  resel-ved f o r  the second half of the book-) 



During the second half of the nineteenth and the beginring of the 
twentieth centuries  a number of soc ie t ies  were formed in Russia with the 
object of promoting or ienta l  study. But none of these met of f ic ia l  
requirements; and accordingly i n  1900 the Imperial Oriental Inst i tute  
w a s  created with the declared object of "acquainting Russian society with 
the material needs and s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  of the East, and a lso  of promoting 
c loser  re la t ions  between Russia m d  eas tern  countries. " In 1912, this 
I n s t i t u t e  produced the f i r s t  number oi' a journal e n t i t l e d  Mir Islama 
is he World of s slam). The object of t h i s  journal, a s  defined by i t s  
f i r s t  ed i tor ,  Bartold, w a s  s t r i c t l y  academic and as such f a i l e d  to gain 
the approval of the authori t ies .  One statesman declared that  "if we 
need anything sc i en t i f i c ,  we can f i n d  i t  i n  foreign publications." In 
191 3 the edi.torship of Kr Islama was assumed by Pozdneyev and i t a  
academic character w a s  la rge ly  obscured by its preoccupation w i t h  contem- 
porary Islamic problems such a s  pan-Islamism and pan-Turanianism, which 
was considered more in l i n e  with o f f i c i a l  requirements. In 1915 Bartold 
s t a r t ed  another journal e n t i t l e d  Musulmanskii fir   he Musulman ~ o r l d )  
which reverted to  the purely academic programme of &r Islama by whose 
or ig ina l  s t a f f  i t  was principal ly controlled. 

0th >r j o m a l s  concerned with Islamic matters which appeared during 
- - 

t h i s  period were Vostochnyi Sbornik (o r i en ta l  collection),  of which on1 
tm issues appeared in 191 3 and 191 6 ,  and Srednyaya Aziya (central 
published in Tashkent in 1 91 0. 

In sp i t e  of i t s  po l i t i ca l ,  ideological  and re l ig ious  b ias  and 
other limitations, "Russian bourgeois orientalism has bequeathed to 
Soviet h is tor ians  much tha t  i s  good. It brought t o  the f ron t  important 
S p e c i d s t s  on Islamic a f f a i r s  who created a whole se r i e s  of useful works 
representing a valuable s tore  of' s c i e n t i f i c  material. These include Ln 
the first place works devoted t o  the s t u a  of Caucasian Muridism, Muslim 
sectadanism, in pa r t i cu la r  the s e c t s  of the Babis and Ismailis,  works On 

h l f m  law, and f i n a l l y p  research on the  theocrat ic  character of' the 
temporal power of the Sultans and Khalifs. Works by Russian authors On 

Islam i n  China (P. Kaf arov, V. ~ a s i l ~ e v ) ,  on Central Asia and the Caucasus 
const i tute  a great  a c q d s i t i o n  f o r  the study of the history, way of life 

rel igious be l i e f s  of the people of the East. 

a l l  these works there i s  collected and arranged a vast store of 
fac tua l  material, and many par t icu lar  problems of Islam are propomded 
and explained. They const i tute  a useful and indispensable store fo r  
3 w i e t  science and can be made real use of by Soviet research workers 
Prodded these apply to  them a s t r i c t l y  c r i t i c a l  appreciation of the 
general theoret ical  conceptiom a.ri8ir-g out of the bouregois-idealistic 
outlook of the i r  authors. 
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T E C H N I C A L  C R O P S  

Introduction - Bast crops - Opium poppy - Tobacco. 

In Soviet terminology "technical  crops" i s  a generic term f o r  cotton, 
sugar-beet, ba s t  crops, poppy and tobacco. In the present a r t i c l e  
reference w i l l  only be made -Lo the l a s t  three. 

Technical crops a re  grown in a l l  the republics of Central  Asia. 
But whereas considerable a t t en t ion  i s  devoted by the l o c a l  press  t o  the 
cultivation of cotton and sugar-beet, references t o  bas t  crops, poppies 
and tobacco a re  scanty and infrequent, and the l i t t l e  information t h a t  
has appeared was mostly published a t  the end of 1953 in a few shor t  
articles almost en t i r e ly  devoted t o  descr ipt ions of ag r i cu l tu ra l  methods. 

The f igures  given, however, show t h a t  i n  Kazakhstan the area under 
technical crops increased threefold between 191 3 and 1940, and tha t  a t  
Present i t  covers f i v e  per  cent  of the t o t a l  arable land of the republic. 
In Grg iz i a ,  the cu l t iva t ion  of technical crops has, over the ye2-rsl 
acquired increasing importance, and today, with horse-breeding, 
represents the two branches of Kirgiz agricul ture  which have an all- 
w o n  significance. In the period 191 3-1 950 the area under technical 
crops was extended by 300 per  cent. 

Bast crops 

Jute, hemp and kenaf (hibiscus cannabinus) a r e  grown in Central 
Asia, and of the three the most commonly grown appears t o  be kenafm 

i s  a one-year bas t  p lan t  of the Malvaecae f d l y ;  i ts  stem i s  
from three and a half t o  four  metres high and has a diameter of e ight  
to twenty millimetres a t  the base. The kenaf f i b r e ,  which i s  qene- 
rally yellow o r  brown in colour, i s  from one t o  two metres i n  length 

has a breaking strain of twenty-five t o  t h i r t y  kilograms- It i s  
Usually sawn a f t e r  g ra in  crops or  perennial grasses; several va r i e t i e s*  
adapted t o  the s o i l s  and climatic conditions of the d i f fe ren t  areas 
Of cul t ivat ion,  are  found in the Soviet Union. 

The cu l t iva t ion  of kenaf in Central A s i a  dates  from the middle of 
the nineteenth centur;y. A t  present i t  is grown in various pa r t s  
Of the Soviet h i o n  and especial ly  i n  Kirgizia  and Uzbekistan, the 
intention being to  use i t  as a subs t i t u t e  f o r  jute  and so t o  obviate 
the need f o r  imports. Today, a f t e r  India, the Soviet Union claims t o  
be the la rges t  kenaf-qrowimx country i n  the world. 



Kenaf i s  grown f o r  a number of purposes. The grains contain up t o  
twenty per  cent  of o i l  which i s  used in the curing of leather and in 
soap and varnish manufacture. The stem serves as fodder, and the fibre 
goes t o  the making of canvas, ropes, f i sh ing  ne t s ,  insulating plates for 
the bui lding i n d u s t q ,  low-grade paper, and espec ia l ly  sugar bags; 
these, however, a r e  s a id  t o  be l e s s  durable than those made from jute. 

In Kirgizia ,  kenaf, Indian hemp, and kendyr ( a loca l  f ib re  plant) 
a re  grovm very la rge ly  i n  t he  Chu val ley and t o  a small extent also in 
the Talass and Issyk-Kul val leys.  Most of the processes involved in 
the cu l t i va t ion  and harvest ing of kenaf a r e  now mechanized, and fibre- 
processing p l an t s  e x i s t  in  Frunze and Tolanak. A decorticator i s  used 
t o  separatc the bas t  from the stem, and the f i b r e  i s  extracted by 
spec ia l  brake-scutching machines designed by N.N. Mishin. I n  1953 a 
nuniber o f  water reservoi rs  covering a t o t a l  a r ea  of 40,000 sq. metres 
were used in the hope that  a grea te r  quantity of stems could be soaked 
a t  a time and thus speed up and increase del ivery t o  the scutchbg 
machines. This hope, i t  seems, has been amply f u l f i l l e d  a s  i n  the 
first half of 1953 the processing p lan ts  of the Kirgiz Lub Trust 
exceeded by 100,000 tons t h e i r  output f o r  the  same p e r i o r n  1952; 
moreover, the improvement in technique has r e su l t ed  in a saving of 
over a mil l ion rubles. 

In Uzbekistan the processing and cu l t i va t ion  of bas t  crops exhibit 
~ d e l y  varying degrees of achievement. New ju te  and kenaf mills have 
gone i n t o  production a t  Chimbai, Dzhambai, Churchinsk and Verkhne- 
mirch ik ;  two mills a r e  being b u i l t  in Kara-Kalpakia and one a t  
Dzhuma-Bazar in the Tashkent oblast.  In  sp i t e  of t h i s ,  however, the 
area under bas t  crops in the republic  as a whole is  l e s s  than s t i ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~  
and y ie lds  a r e  low. In the Verkhne-Chirchik, Nizhne-(=hirchik, Dfihambai 
and C h i n h a i  raions where the cu l t i va t ion  of bas t  crops i s  primarily 
concentrated, y ie lds  were only half  the s e t  norms in 1952 and were 
lower s t i l l  in 1953. There are ,  however, exceptiom: the Pravda 
kolkhoz in the Verkhne-Chirchik ra ion  produced an average of eiphty- 
f i v e  centners per hectare during I 952 .  

The causes behind the general s t a t e  of low Froduction were laid 
bare in an a r t i c l e  which appeared on 27th June 1953. "The hi& prices 
p*d bp the government and new ag r i cu l tu ra l  techniques can make the ,, 
cul t iva t ion  of bas t  crops a hi &ly prof i tab le  l i n e  of koUdloZ production' 
wrote a correspondent, "but in order to  succeed i t  muat be carried 
in conditions of ~ p e c i a l i z a t i ~ n  and s t r i c t  obsenrance of all the proces' 
Sea* On account of' t h i s  maqy kolkhoz managers of the ~zhambai and 
Chinkmi rai0nS have adopted a recalci t rant  a t t i t ude  and are  tming 
oppose the cu l t iva t ion  of bas t  crops by growing cotton. Finding that 
the cul t iva t ion  of bas t  crops was f a l l i n g  off and, i n  some cases, was 

neglected, the Samarkand &last Part-y committee decided 
e t h o u t  the consent of the  Uzbek Council of W s t e r s  t o  p l m t  



in areas of the Dzhambai raion earmarked f o r  bas t  crops. This i n  f a c t  
was done; but the people responsible went unpunished and were not  even 
rebuked. On the lands where bas t  crops are  s t i l l  cul t iva ted  the work 
is carried out slowly and perfunctorily , and In f i v e  days only 300-400 
hectares are tended. The th rea t  t o  the jute  and hemp plantat ions in 
the Dzhambai raion does not perturb e i ther  the workers o r  the ra ion  
officials; but the posi t ion is  grave and unless s t r i c t  and immediate 
measures are taken the Dzhambai mil l s  w i l l  be short  of raw materials  
in 1954." 

That e f fo r t s  are being made t o  r a i se  the output of bas t  crops i s  
obvious from a report  of 14th February 1954: a t  a conference of 
agricultural representatives, i t  w a s  s t ipula ted  tha t  in fu ture  not  l e s s  
than thirty-six centners of jute stems, f or tg centners of kenaf and 
twelve centners of tobacco must be col lected from every hectare under 
cultivationo 

In Turkmenistan, according t o  press reports published in December 
1953, the area under jute has grown by th i r ty  per  cent since 1952, but  
there has been no corresponding increase in gross y ie lds  which, in fac t ,  
have dropped considerably. Thus in 1951 the Jute-growing kolkhozes of 
the republic f u l f i l l e d  74.4 per cent of the production plan, and in 
1952 only 57.8 per cent. Conditions appeared t o  be par t icu lar ly  bad 
in the Sayatsk raion where even the leading kolkhozes such as the  
blinin f u l f i l l e d  only 45 per cent  of the plan whereas others achieved 
even less - the Telman kolkhoa 18 per cent and the Engels 17 per cent. 
The quality of the f i b r e  was a l so  extremely low and because of the 
Poor prices paid many of the kolkhozes found themselves in f inanoia l  
difficulties. 

Various explanations were put forward f o r  the f a i l u r e  t o  reach the 
Bet targets. It was pointed out,  f o r  instance, that  not enough 
mrkers were al lot ted.  t o  jute  cul t ivat ion and as a r e su l t  much of the 
work was done in a di latory and haphazard manner, i r r i g a t i o n  was 
h e g u l a r l y  oarr ied out and di f ferent  qual i ty stems were a l l  banded 
together and l e f t  lying i n  the f i e l d s  so tha t  they darkened and fur ther  
depreciated i n  value. Another reason was the absence of an,Y control  by 
the kolkhos management, and the lack of spec ia l i s t s  t o  advise on problem 
m s h g  from the cul t iva t ion  of the plant. "None of th i s ,  " wrote a 
comespondent, a t  the time, "seems to  d is turb  the equanimity of the 
officials. 

Condit,ions m u s t ,  however, have improved f o r  reports  i n  March of 
this Year s ta ted  that  in the Tashauz raion y ie lds  were good and that  
in the a r t e l  aotsializm, thir ty-f  i v e  centners of ,jute and th i r ty-s ix  
of k e W  per hectare were not m o m o n .  k reover ,  a second .jute m i l l  

being b u i l t  near the new Chardzhou - Urqench railway l ine .  and it 
hoped to  atar t ,  production by the b e ~ F n n i n ~  of 1 955. 



Opium p o r n  

The cu l t i va t ion  of the poppy plant  f o r  opium and opium alkaloids 
such as morphine, codeine and some three thousand other medicines, is 
a r e l a t i v e l y  new venture in t h e  Soviet Union. In the past  Russia 
depended t o  a l a rge  extent on the h p o r t  of drugs from Germany and i t  
was only during the First World War t h a t  the s ca rc i ty  of opium deriva- 
t i v e s  f o r  use at the f r o n t  became so  acute t ha t  immediate s teps had to 
be taken t o  grow the poppy p lan t  on a su f f i c i en t ly  large scale i n  those 
p a r t s  of Central  Asia where su i t ab l e  c l imat ic  conditions prevailed, 
In Kirgizia  the cu l t i va t ion  of the opium poppy was f i r s t  s t a r t ed  in 
191 6 by the Uighurs and Dungans who had migrated t h i t h e r  from China 
bringing with them the age-old methods of poppy cu l t iva t ion  used by 
the Chinese. Soviet agronomists, however, regard both the methods 
and t r ad i t i ona l  t oo l s  of the Dungans a s  obsolete and wasteful. New 
methods have therefore been worked out by the  Przhevalsk Experimental 
Station; i t  has been found, f o r  instance, t h a t  i r r i g a t i o n  through a 
system of furrows i s  more su i tab le  than flooding the poppy f i e ld ,  and 
t h a t  the appl ica t ion  of superphosphates In the form of granules resul ts  
in R f i f t y  t o  seventy-f i v e  per  cent  increase in crop yield. For the 
inc is ion  of the capsules spec ia l  knives have been designed; each of 
these has several  blades and a scraper. 

A t  present the poppy is  cul t iva ted  along the eastern shore of bke  
Issyk-Kul, and a t  Dzhergalan on the Tyup r i v e r  e a s t  of Przhevalsk. 
Lately it has been reported tha t  poppy cu l t i va t ion  has been s t a r t ed  in 
a rimer of kolkhozes of the Novo-Voznesensk raiun. In the years 
immediately folloo&q the war and up t o  1948, harvest  y ie lds  of the 
POPPY were very low. With the general adoption of the new techniques, 
however, y i e lds  have been increased. In Apri l  1953, i t  was reported 
tha t  in the Issyk-Kul a rea  harvest  y ie lds  have gone up by fo r ty  per cent 
s ince 1951, and t h a t  i t  i s  not unco-n to  harvest  400,000 pods from one 
hectare. It i s  impossible t o  say, huwever, whether -thie increase is  
general, but improvement has obviously taken place. Planting is now 
done from se lec ted  seeds only, preference being given to  the Tien 
varf e ty  0 This poppy has been evolved a f t e r  considerable exper-nta- 
t ion  and is sa id  t o  be m y  times a s  productive a s  other va r i e t i e s  and 
t o  have as many aa t h i r t y  pods on one well-developed plant. On 21at 
August of this year i t  was reported in the press  that the koUchozes of 
the Iasyk-Kul oblas t  had a la rge  harvest and had over fu l f i l l ed  the plan# 

h a k h s t a n  too, poppy cul t iva t ion  holds an important place 
amang technical crops and yield8 high prof i t s .  Ln the Red b n n e r  
kolkhoz of the IHghur raion, f o r  instance, the poppy y i e l d  f ran twenty- 
on= hectares  gave a p r o f i t  of 177.000 rubles. 



Tobacco - 
Tobacco cu l t i va t ion  i s  the youngest of the technical  crops g rom 

inKirgizia; a l l  e f f o r t s  a r e  being made t o  extend production and tob- 
acoo growing receives conaiderable a t  t en t ion  in the Five-Year Plans. 
There are now tobacco-processing p l an t s  at Osh and F m z e .  The area 
of tobacco cu l t iva t ion  is i n c r e a s k g  year ly  and a t  present covers large 
sections of the Osh, Talass, and Dzhalalabad oblasts.  I n  the Talass 
oblast, where 3,400 hectares  a r e  under tobacco, i t  i s  one of the leading 
branches of agricul ture  and accounts f o r  s i x t y  to  eighty per  cent of 
the profits derived from a l l  p lan t  growing. According t o  press  reportg 
attempts are  now being made in this oblas t  t o  start tobacco cu l t i va t ion  
in the mountain kolkhozes of the Fhdennyi raion. 

After much experiment a s e r i e s  of methods of tobacco cu l t i va t ion  
have been evolved which now seem t o  have been generally adopted. Seeds 
are dressed with copper sulphate o r  o ther  fungicide, washed i n  running 
water, and then sown in seedbeds in hothouses in the  second half of 
k c h .  Seedbeds a re  made up of a layer  of compost some f o r t y  t o  for ty-  
five centimetres thick and covered over with eight  t o  ten  centirnetres 
of earth. After germination the seedlings a re  top-dressed with a 
thin layer of s i f ted s team-ster i l ized manure, and transplanted. Trans- 
planting generally begins at the end of Apri l  and continues u n t i l  about 
20thby. The s o i l  i s  ploughed i n  ea r ly  autumn. m e  ploughs used 
have coulters which form v e r t i c a l  cu t s  of not  l e s s  than twenty-seven 
centhnetres fn depth. Beedlin- a r e  d i s t r i bu ted  along the r idges of 
thefurrows a t  i n t e r v a l s  of four a n d a h e l f  centimetres. After 
b e s t i n g  the leaves a r e  d r i ed  an wooden racks. Five s o r t s  of tobac- 
co are made from the  leaves,  the first s o r t  is  sa id  t o  be ten  times a s  
good aa the las t .  

With the exception of the  tobacco-growing kolkhozes b the Osh  
oblast, where the new techniques a r e  s a i d  t o  be misused and in some 
Cases t o t a l l y  ignored and where much of the work i s  s t i l l  be* done 
by hand, the r e s u l t s  on the whole a r e  good, Judghg by the f igures  
Quoted, the new Five-rear Plan, which envisages a f i ve fo ld  increase 
in gross y i e ld  and a aha- improvement in qual i ty ,  is well  on the way 
to being f W i l l e d .  It i s  pointed out,  f o r  instance, that  whereas 
in the Talass oblast, the  average y i e l d  was f i v e  centners per  heotare 

1952, t ha t  is, l e s s  than half the s e t  norm of 11.9 centners,  i n  
'953 i t  wae 12.5 centners,  and tha t  there were 4.490 centners more 
yeUow aromatic tobacco than i n  1952. 

Of the individual kolkhozes, the Kalinin of the Kirov raion has 
come in f o r  special  praise. In t h i s  kolkhoz over 122 m. leaves were 
m m  sorted and d r i ed  i n  1953, and the earnings of the workers ranged 

2,500 t o  5,555 rubles. h o t h e r  tobacco-g~owing centre s ing led  
Out by the preas is the rwkhoe U r g i z i a ,  Here the average y i e l d  was 
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20.5 centners per  hectare in 1953. Lncreased y i e lds  a re  also reported 
from the Pokrovka, Leninopol, Naukat, and YW-Naukat  raions. In 
1953, one and a ha l f  times more f i rst  qual i ty  tobacco than stipulated 
was del ivered t o  the  tobaoco-processing p lan ts  of the republic. 

In Kazakhstan too tobacco %rowing i s  a prof i t a b l e  branch of agri- 
cul ture ,  and y i e lds  and the r e s u l t i n g  p r o f i t s  a r e  constantly on the 
increase. Tobacco is  cul t iva ted  in the southern oblas t s  of Kazakhstan 
pa r t i cu l a r ly  in the  Alma-Ata, Dzhambul and Taldy-Kurgan oblasts. In 
comparison with I 941 the t o t a l  a r ea  under tobacco is sa id  t o  have gone 
up by twenty-six per  cent  by 1953. In 1952, the k n i n  a r t e l  of the 
Enbekshi-Kazakh ra ion  of the Alma-Ata oblas t  exceeded its delivery tar- 
ge t  by 106,6 per  cent and its p r o f i t s  amounted t o  233,000 rubles. In 
the Voroshilov kolkhoz of the Chil isk raion, p r o f i t s  amounted to  420,000 
rubles. 

On the other  hand, considering the extension of the area under tob- 
acco, y ie lds  as a whole a r e  l e s s  than w a s  hoped for ,  and in 1952, contrary 
t o  expectation, the government received l e s s  than twice the amount of 
tobacco i t  d id  in 1941. The reasons given are  tha t  the direction of the 
=stry of Agriculture is  faul ty,  t h a t  many kolkhoz managers underesti- 
mate the importance of this cul ture  and tha t  as a r e su l t ,  even the 
elementary requirements a r e  ignored and the d i f fe ren t  processes involved 
in tobacco cu l t iva t ion  a r e  often not ca r r i ed  out on time. Thus for  
instance, the sowing of seeds m hotbeds is done twenty days behhd 
schedule and the t ransplant ing a month la te .  Another reason is that 
few workers a r e  a l l o t t e d  t o  tobacco cu l t iva t ion :  i t  has been establi- 
shed tha t  f o r  every two hectares  f i v e  men are  needed i n  order that  the 
work m y  be properly ca r r i ed  out in accordance with the approved techn- 
iques- Yet i n  most of the ag r i cu l tu ra l  a r t e l s ,  f i v e  workers are allotted 
t o  every four hectares ,  and i n  the m l i s k  raion, the average i s  one 
worker f o r  every two hectares. 

At the Nineteenth Party Congress, i t  w a s  l a i d  down that  Fn the 
current  five-Year Plan the gross y i e l d  of tobacco would have to  be 
increased by 65 t o  70 per cent. To approximate this f igure i t  
s t a t e d  tha t  the Party c e l l s  and managerial boards of a r t e l s  and kolkhoees 
must t ighten t h e i r  cont ro l  and improve methods, and the average yield 
Per hectare must be brought up t o  13.2 centners. 
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U Z B E K I S T A N  

M E C H A N I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  I N D U S T R Y  

Introduction - Agricultural machinery - Texti le  machinery - Machi- 
nery f o r  the  chemical industry - Other mechanical engineering plants - 
Future development. 

Development of industry in Uzbekistan began with the f i r s t  Five-Year 
Plan. I n  1929 the construction of an e m n e e r i n g  works was started 
at Tashkent. and this plant  became tihe first in the Soviet Union to 
manufacture machinery f o r  the cotton industry. I n  the gear8 that 
followed a number of other indus t r i a l  p lants  were established in Uzbek- 
i s tan;  these included a ball-bearing p lant ,  an excavator works, and 
motor-repair workshope. Ety 1940 the t o t a l  output of the mechanical 
engineering industry of Uzbekistan was sa id  t o  be f i f t y  times greater 
t,han that  of 1913 and i t s  value reached 170 la. rubles. 

mbg the Second World War, as a r e su l t  of the evacuatian of 
~.ndus t r i a l  plants  from the western regions of the USSR which were under 
German occupation, the indus t r ies  of Uzbekistan were greatly expanded. 

new large plants  were formed and most of the existing Ones 
received additional machinery and equipment from the evacuated fndmt- 
r ies .  

Today there a re  over three hundred metallurgical and engineering 
factories in Uzbekistan ranging in importance from small repair work- 
shops to  very large mechanical engineering plante. !ho thirds of the 
fac tor ies  of Uzbekistan are s i tua ted  in Tashkent or  in the Tashkent 
o b h t ;  here too are found the Uzbek Metallurgical Works (see C * L R  
Val. NOS 3) the m a b  supplier of i ron  and a t e e l  to  the industries 
of Central Asia. The planned fu r the r  expansion of this p m t  dl1, 
i t  is hoped, lead t o  a corresponding expansion in the mechanical 
engineering indu  tri eB. 

The largeet of the ~ M c a l  e n g h e r i n g  plants  of Uzbekistan 
are d i rec t ly  controlled by the cent ra l  ministr ies  of the Thus 
the Union W a t r y  of Mechanical Engineering controls the ~ashtek!E.%- 
maah works, the Sred+khhma*, Taahselmaah, Uzbekaelmaah, curchik- - 
5 e h f i h ,  Tashkhlopkomaah, Kraanii D v i ~ a t a l  and the ball-be- 
factories;  the Union Ministry of Transport %Fneering controls the 
Po_dyemk, the excavator, and the St ro imasMa factories;  the won 



U Z B E K  S O V I E T  S O C I A L I S T  R E P U B L I C  



INDUSrW - 303 - UZBEKISTAN 

Abistry of Power S ta t ions  and the  E l e c t r i c a l  Industry cont ro ls  the 
Electro-technical works, and so on. Other smaller indus t r ies  of 
Uzbekistan come under the corresponding l o e e l  ministry. 

Agricultural machinery 

As Uzbekistan is  the most important cotton-producing area  of the  
USSR, i t  i s  not surpr i s ing  tha t  much of the republ ic ' s  mechanical 
engineering is  conoentrated on the  production of machinery f o r  t he  
cotton industry. The Voroahilov Tashselmash works (i. e. Voroshilov 
Tashkent Agricultural Machinery works) - the biggest p lan t  in Central 
Asia - produces machinery f o r  cot ton cu l t i va t ion  and the cot ton 
industry on a large scale .  Cotton-ginning equipment and other  
specialized machinery are sent  t o  all p a r t s  of the Soviet Union; 
cotton-picking and cotton-batting machines from t h i s  p l an t  are used 
in Central Ada, Kazakhstan, and in Azerbaidzhan; spec ia l ized  
cotton-gimhg machinery i s  sent  t o  the cotton-ginning mills of 
b l i topol  and Khartsisk in the Ukraine. 

h s p i t e  of the f a c t ,  however, t h a t  many thousands of m-bBBd, 
and SKhT-@Id cotton-picking machlnes a re  produced by this 

plant, output is  considered unsatisfactory. In 1953 the plant  
started production of the new Improved SKhT-48M machine; but  the 
Production of these machines, so  badly needed f o r  the co t ton  f i e l d s  
of Central Asia, was  much delayed during the f i r s t  months of I953  when 
for Qlany rnontb only f o r t y  per cent of the  monthly output t a rge t  Was 
achieved, and l e s s  than t m - t h i r d s  of t he  ta rge t  f o r  the f i r s t  e ight  
m t h a  of 1953 was fu l f i l l ed .  In all. i n  1953 the works f e l l  shor t  of 

by failing t o  produce several  hundred of the mT-48M cotton- 
pickers, and e a r w  i n  1954 it w a s  reported t o  be s t i l l  behind i ts  
Output quota f o r  these machines. 

Various reasons a r e  &ven f o r  the f a i l i n g s  of this plant. 
Machine tools ,  i t  seems, &re not used t o  t h e i r  f u l l  advantage; there 
are frequent suspensions of operations i n  the workshops; and loa- 
and d 0 8 d h g  pracesaee are not suf f i c i s n t l y  mechanized. Another 
important reaaon f o r  poor output is  the pract ice of shturmovshchina 
O r  shock-work: a t  the T e g h s e b s h  works, according t o  reports ,  a]most 
three-quarters of the monthly output is  obtained durinz the last ten  

of the month. Workers thus take things easy f o r  the f i r a t  
* n t ~  days and make up f o r  i t  i n  the l a s t  ten. There i s  much t a l k  
about the s t r w l e  against  this prac t ice ,  bu t  so far no p r a c t i a a l  
measures have been taken. It i s  considered the duty of the loca l  
C o ~ s t  Party t o  rerney a l l  such defects .  

The complaint is  a l s o  made tha t  the mechanical engineering 
industry of Uzbeki.stan i s  wasteful i n  i ts  use of raw mater ial-  Thus, 
according to  an a r t i c l e  i n  Planovoge Khozyaistvo of 1954, 348 tons of 
m t e d  metal were found i n  the  yards and workshopm of the Tashselmash 
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in 1953, including i r o n  sheets,  r o l l e d  s t e e l  and other scrap. The 
same complaint i s  made of the Frunze UzbekseLmash works ( i . e  the F-ze 
Uzbek Agricultural Machinery works) a l so  s i tua t ed  in Tashkent. Thus 
i n  the  seed-dri l l  workshop there i s  an exceptionally high proportion of 
r e j e c t s  which of ten  reach t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  per cent of output. In 1953 
1 30 tons of wasted wire, sheet i ron  and other metals were found a t  the 
Uzbekselmash, and indeed, the average percentage of waste of raw 
materials  s t i l l  reaches 2.5 per  cent of the value of the gross output 
of t h i s  plant. 

The _U_ekselmash appears t o  be constantly behind i ts  output target: 
in 1952 the works did not achieve the t a rge t ,  and though the position 
improved i n  1953 only 93 pe r  cent of the output ta rge t  f o r  that  year 
was achieved. The manufacture of spare p a r t s  f o r  agr icu l tura l  machl- 
nery and t r ac to r s  w a s  a l s o  behind schedule ear ly  in 1954, and during 
1953 and 1954 the complaint was made tha t  a considerable number of 
machines ordered were not delivered on t h e .  

There are many explanations f o r  these shortcomings: because the 
Lsbekselmash i s  l a t e  in sen 7 i ts  orders f o r  metal t o  the Glavmetsbyt 
(i .e.  Main Metal Supply Agency supplies  of raw material  are irregularly 
delivered; machine tools  a re  aeldom used to t h e i r  f u l l  capacity and 
sometinies only t o  l e s s  than half t h e i r  capacity; there is  a lack of 
s k i l l e d  workers in the foundry, and, a s  in the Tashselmash works, 
shock-work makes f o r  i r r egu la r  and insuf f ic ien t  output. Added to  a l l  
these factors ,  the  management i s  s a i d  t o  be ine f f i c i en t  and negligent 
and the  Party organization care less  and irresponsible.  It s h l d  not 
be forgotten, however, tha t  the Uzbekselmash i s  an important plant 
producing among other thin@ cotton-sowiw machines, t r ac to r  pollinators, 
sprayers and spec ia l  machines f o r  t r e e  planting, and tha t  i t s  products 
are sen t  a l l  over Central Asia and t o  the  Ukraine. 

Another important factory i s  the  Chirchikselmash (i .e.  Chirchik 
Agricultural Machineqy works) s i t ua t ed  a t  Chlrchik. This plant 
manufactures cu l t iva tors ,  sprayers, pol l inators ,  tractor-propelled 
seed-dri l ls ,  and excavators, a s  well a s  other agr icu l tura l  machinew- 

of i t 8  products a re  sent t o  the IJkraine. A t  present a c d t i v a -  
t o r  of new design which hoes the s o i l  a t  the same time as  i t  spreads 
mineral f e r t i l i z e r  i s  being produced here. Early in 1953, however, 
2,600 units of this new N-Ku-2 nuchine were scheduled t o  be produced 
and not a s ingle one w a s  ever delivered. In  other ways too the 
Chirchikselmash was behind i t s  target  during 1953; the output of 
m, 8-1 8 a d  PPO-25 machines w a s  below plan. Early i n  1954, homve*, 
the production s i tua t ion  began to  improve a t  Chirchik, and spare partB 
f o r  t r ac to r s  and other machines are now being produced here. 
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Textile machinery 

Af'ter agricul tural  machinery, one of the most important products 
of the mechanical engineering industry of Uzbekistan i s  machinery f o r  
the textile industry. The two larges t  t e x t i l e  undertakings i n  Uzbek- 
istan, the Tashkent Text i le   omb bin at and the Fergana   ex tile Kombinat, 
are supplied with machinery by the Tashtekstilmash works ( i .  e. Tashkent 
Textile Machinery works) which special izes in the construction of f ly-  
frames, ringspinning frames and other machines f o r  the t e x t i l e  industry. 
The products of this plant  a re  a lso  sent a l l  over the Soviet Union, t o  
Poland, China and other "People's Democraciesn. But despite the f a c t  
that machines b u i l t  by the Tashtekstilmash have a widespread demand 
the plant did not f a i l  i ts  output p r o q r m e  i n  1953 and in 1954 was 
stil l  reported to  be behind schedule. Many spinning looms and coarse 
linen weaving looms on order have not been del ivered by the plant.  

a result of poor organization of work, inadequate u t i l i z a t i o n  of 
the available machine tools  and the insuff ic ient  mechanization of 
working processes, labour productivity has not  r i s e n  according t o  
plan- Wastage of material, i t  appears, is excessive, and i n  1954 
over thirty tons of t in-plate,  black sheet, wire and i ron were found 
at the plant. 

Lchinery f o r  the chemical industry 

The Sre sh works (i.e. Central Asian Chemical Machinery 
works) a t  C h X  an important plant pmduchg pumps, comPresSors 

Other equipment f o r  the chemical industry. Output a t  t h i s  plant  
ia on the increase, and in 1953 the production quota was exceeded and 
a large quantity of machinery i n  addition to  the planned amount was 
delivered. The s i tua t ion  continues to  be favourable in 1954; the 
plant is at present producing three new types of compressors, and 
mufacturea much equipment f o r  the m s t r y  of Indus t r ia l  and Con- 

Goods and Foo&tuff s, including special  re f r igera t ing  ins t a l l a -  
tions f o r  the f is- indmtry. 

spi te  of this sa t i s fac tory  s i tuat ion,  however, a number of 
shortcomings were reported from Sredaz-h in 1 953 and early 
1954e It appears tha t  only about ha- the machhe tools  are used 
to their f u l l  capacity and tha t  production cos ts  in 1953 exceeded the 
plannedamount by four million rubles. The lack of qualified 
Personnel is another diff icul ty;  the loca l  Party author i t ies  are 

f o r  neglecting t o  see that the qual if icat ions of enggieers and 
te~hnicians are Improved. The c r i t i c i sm i s  a lso  heard tha t  to0 few 
mmn - and fewer still  of native origin - are  given the chance to 
ri8e to responsible positions a t  W r c h i k .  Besides which. accordina 
to f i a v h  vostoka. a rider d w e l i a b l e  people have inf l l t r a t e d  
themelves i n t o  the various indus t r i a l  undertakings- This Year, 
hOm~er ,  s i x  hundred workers of' the 31.edazkhimnaah ere  t a k h g  part. 



i n  a " soc i a l i s t  competition": they a r e  pledged t o  increase output by 
several  mi l l ion  rubles in 1954 as compared t o  the 1953 output, to save 
s ix ty  tons of metal and t o  introduce two hundred ra t iona l  improvements 
in working processes. 

Other mechanical engineering p l an t s  

I n  addi t ion t o  the branches of mechanical engineering industry 
described above, a number of o ther  p lan ts  e A s t  in Uzbekistan. In 
Tashkent, the Podyemnik works manufactures cranes of various designs 
and capaci t ies ,  These a r e  s en t  t o  other  i n d u s t r i a l  and transport 
undertakings a l l  over the USSR; the Ekskavator works produces large 
nlmbers of various types of excavators which a re  employed on building 
and i r r i g a t i o n  pro jec ts  In Central  Asia. Recently, a mining engineer- 
ing works was b u i l t  a t  'lashkent t o  supply cu t t lng  machines, conveyors, 
e l e c t r l c  locomotives and other  mining equipment t o  the f a s t  expanding 
coa l  industry of Central Asia; the  ex is t ing  fac tory  making mining 
equipment, the I l y i c h  works, was reconstructed and enlarged a f t e r  the 
Second World War. Also a t  Tashkent a r e  several  f ac to r i e s  making 
e l e c t r i c a l  equipment, and several  r epa i r  plants ;  the Kaganovich trans- 
por t  mechanical engineering works repa i rs  locomotives and wagons; the 
Tashkent Motor-Repair plant ,  formerly a small workshop i s  now a large 
indus t r i a l  undertakil~g grouping motor repair ,  machine tool  repair, 
mechanical and e l e c t r i c a l  equipment shops and a foundly. It also has 
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  repair ing D-54 Diesel engines. The ~v to t r ak to rde t a l  
works ( L e u  Auto Tractor Spare P a r t  works), run by the  Ministry of 
Agriculture and Supply of the  Uzbek SSR manufactures thir teen differ- 
ent types of spare pa r t s  f o r  motor vehicles  and t ractors .  I n  19539 
however, only eight  out of the th i r t een  types of spares were beinq 
produced; this was due t o  the lack of prec is ion  instlvnvents and other 
special  tools ,  and t o  the shortage of r a w  materials.  

There a r e  two mechanical engineering p l an t s  a t  Andizhan. The 
Konrmunar spec ia l izes  i n  r epa i r s  t o  cotton-ginning equipment and also 
~ u f a c t u r e s  high-pressure hydro-pumps used f o r  cotton pressing in the 
mi l l s  of Central Asia and K m W s t a n .  The Strommashina works mmu- 
factures  Mese l  engines, pumps, and machines f o r  leve l l ing  cotton 
f ie lds;  the p lan t  d i d  not achieve i ts  output quota f o r  spare parts, 
but production is ~ e n e r a l l y  s a t i s f ac to ry  and in 1953 the plant over- 
f u l f i l l e d  i ts production quota. b s s e s  through waste, however, s t i l l  
remain high and labour productivity has not r i s en  a s  planned. It ie 
reported that  the Party and t r a d e - d m  organizations a r e  not 
suf f ic ien t  a t ten t ion  t o  the improvement of l i v ing  conditions of the 
workers employed a t  hndizhan. 

At Sama~.kmd, the baanil h i g a t e l  works manufactures par ts  
t rac tors ,  and the other  important plant  of the town, the WP~ produces 

for  the cinema industry. A t  a d a n d ,  the h l s h e v i k  electro- 
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mechanical works manufactures and r epa i r s  ce r t a in  types of equipment 
for the o i l  industry. Many other l e s s e r  undertakings e x i s t  in Uzbek- 
istan, mostly concerned w i t h  r epa i r  work. In the rural areas  the M I S  
and sovkhozes have t h e i r  own repa i r  shops and there a r e  many l o c a l  
industries and cooperative workshops. 

Future development 

Since the end of t he  Second World W a r  the  mechanical engineering 
industry has expanded very considerably and i s  now the leading industry 
of Uzbekistan. The f a c t o r i e s  of the republlc have been equipped with 
new machine tools,  new oomplex machinery and automatic units. A 
considerable number of new machines a r e  now being produced, with p a r t i -  
cular emphasis on machinery f o r  cot ton cul t ivat ion.  Quality i s  being 
improved, labour productivity increased and working hours reduced by the 
introduction of high-speed cu t t ing  processes, high-frequency tempering 
and other improved techniques. The l a rges t  works now employ several  
thousand workers each. 

Future development of the  industry i s  envisaged along two l ines:  
f i r s t l y  the increased production of machinery already being manufactured. 
and secondly the development of new types of complc; nmchinery, such as 
Powerful excavators, scrapers,  trench-diggers, trench-cleaners, deep 
Pumps etc. The number of cotton-ginning machines t o  be pl-ocluced i s  to 
be increased every year, a s  is  the  construction of f i e l d  l eve l l i ng  
machines. A number of new works a re  now under cans t ruc t ion  in the 
republic, and the indus t r i a l i za t ion  of Uzbekistan i s  t o  be accelerated. 
Special a t ten t ion  i s  paid t o  the production of ag r i cu l tu ra l  machinery 
and i n  par t icu lar  of t h a t  used in the mechanization of co t ton  cul t iva-  
tion, which i s  the main branch of agr icu l ture  of Uzbekistan and one of 
the bases of the republic 's  econow. 

1. Uzbekistan. Academy of Sciences of Uzbek SSR. Tashkent, 1951 

2. Sove takii Uzbekistan. Kh. Abdullayev. 

3. Central A ~ i a n  Press. 
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U Z B E K I S T A N  

T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  H I 3 T O R I A N S  

Introductian - Prevalent e r ro r s  - In terpre ta t ion  of "nationalistn 
movements - Central Asia and Russia - Conference proceedings - 
Patr ia rchal  feudal s t a t u s  of n m d a  - Farmation of the Uzbek 
"bourgeoisn nat ion - Pan-Islamism and pan-!l'urkfsm - 191 6 rebellLon - 
'Bourgeoisn f a l s i f i c a t i o n  of h is tory  - General conclusions. 

In February 1954 a conference of h is tor ians  was held in Tashkent to 
discuss problems af fec t ing  the study of the h is tory  of the peoples of 
Central Aaia and Kazakhstan. Before the conference, on 16th January, 
a lengthy a r t i c l e  in Pravda Vostoka enumerated some of the recurrent 
e r rors  in the in terpre ta t ion  of the h is tory  of the peoples of Central 
Asia. Many h i s t o r i c a l  problems, the  a r t i c l e  s tressed,  had not so f a .  
been f inal ly  elucidated, and individual his tor ians  continued to  repeat 
grave ideological e r ro r s  already oondemned a t  the Tenth Plenary Session 
of the Uzbek C o d s t  Party and a t  i ts  Eleventh Conference. 

Prevalent e r rors  

One of these e r ro r s  is t o  conduct research in each republic 
i~ola t iCm,  and without coordination with the work of his torians of 
other Central Asian and Union academic ins t i tu t ions .  The history of 
the Uzbek people, f o r  inatance, i a  cloeely bound up with that  of Central 
Asia as a whole and with the other Union republics. The paramount duty 
of Uzbek h is tor ians  i s  therefore t o  make a comprehensive st* of a l l  
that  is  colmnon ko the peoples of Central BBia and the Union as  a whole, 
tha t  is, the study of the s truggle of the to i l ing  masses of Central 

towarb freedom and of the progress of a l l  the peoples of the Soviet 
w o n ,  including the Uzbeks, in t h e i r  march towards C o d a m .  

There are also  other vital problem which have not yet  been fully 
or correctly studied, such as the proper c l a s s i f i ca t ion  of p e r i o a  into 
which the history of the people8 of Central ABia and Kazakhstan should 
be a d d e d ,  the atudy of the b i r t h  and development of a "bourgeoisn 
society in Uzbekietan, the study of the n r e e c t i o n ~  nature* of Pm- 
Isladm and pan-Turkiam ( p m - ~ u r d a n i a m ) ,  of the feudal pa t r ia rchd 
v a t m  that  once prevailed among the nomsde of Central Asia and 
b u a t a n ,  and l a a t  but not l eae t  the study of the 1916 rebellion in 
i t 8  true perspective. 
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The Pravda Vostoka a r t i c l e  points out tha t  the c l a s s i f i ca t ion  of 
periods as used i n  the second volume of the @tory of the peoples of 
Uzbekistan must be revised because i t  is, erroneously, based not on 
the various economic stages of Uzbekistan's development but  on a rb i t r a ry  
chronological data such as the reigns of W v i d u a l  rulers.  Further, 
insufficient a t t en t ion  i s  given t o  a def in i t ion  of the speci f ic  charac- 
teristics of slavery in Central Asia. The absenae of r e l i ab le  wr i t ten  
Uzbek records and the Fnadequate study of ard,;ieological remains has so 
far made the approach t o  the study of s l a v e ~ y  extremely unsatisfactory. 
The contributors t o  the  f i r s t  volume of the History of the Peoples of 
Uzbekistan, indeed, hold divergent views on the character of soc ia l  
relations based on slavery. 

b e r a l l y  speak*, many soc ia l  and economic problems re l a t ing  t o  
the feudal period in Central Asia are not adequatek~ studied, such as 
the development of agricul ture,  of i r r iga t ion  and of feudal land laws. 
Again, not a l l  avai lable sources of material have ye t  been explored; 
thus while the val leys of Amu-Darya and of the lower reaches of the 
Zeravahan have yielded archaeological and h i s t o r i c a l  data, manJr other 
redons of ancient agricul ture such a s  the Ferqana Valley and the 
Present Tashkent and Samarkand oblas ts  have not ye t  been properly 
examined In addition, h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r b  i n  foreign languages have 
not been thoroughly explored, and nothing has been done t o  make available 
k o r t m t  works compiled o r  wr i t ten  i n  the Middle Ages; there i s  no 
translation i n t o  Russian from the Arabic e i the r  of Biruni9s famous 
historical t r e a t i s e s  o r  of the  work of Avicenna. 

The interpretat ion of "na t ional i s tn  movements 

The duty of his torians,  it i s  said, is t o  uproot the grave devia- 
tions in  Pomer i n t e ~ p m t a t i o n s  of nnat ional l s tn  movements and t o  reveal  
the true roots  of pan-Isl&sm, pan-Turkism and Dzhadiclizrn. The feudal 
monarchial Dzhet-man mvemnt  in Fergana. and the Anclizhan revol t  of 
I898 IUlst no longer be defined as progressive national l i be ra t ion  
movements, but as the outcome of reactionary tendencies. More penetra- 
ting research has t o  be done on the 1916 rebellion. Although this was 
in essence a popular l i be ra t ion  movement against the loca l  qZents of 
TsU''lam and though in ce r t a in  areas i t  assumed anti-feudal trends, it 

never be forgotten o r  ignored tha t  some of" i t s  aspects were 
r e a c t i w  . I n  the T o w  and Prehevalak areas,  in Dzhinsk, Gurqen 
and in Tedzhen feudal c l e r i c a l  elements came t o  the fore  with the ac t ive  
aaai6tance of "f o r e m  in te l l igence  aqent,sU, and separa t i s t  tendencies 
had developed. The duty of h is tor ians  is  t o  analyse this mvement from 
a h d s t  point of v i e w  and not t o  retouch and gloss w e r  i ts reactionary, 
feubl ,  c l e r i c a l  and "nationallst" aspects. Even greater  problems 

h is tor ians  i n  d e s c r i b i q  the Soviet period of Uzbekistan. 

Central Asia and Russia 
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developments in Uzbekistan, and in p a r t i c u l a r  of the evolution of 
"bourgeoisn c a p i t a l i s t  tendencies f ol loving the annexation of Central 
Asia by Russia. A tendency still p e r s i s t s  t o  minimize the "progres- 
sive" character  of t h i s  incorporation. Ln the second volume of the 
History of the Uzbek People, f o r  instance, the "progressive" features 
of t h i s  event have hardly been touched upon, and the impact of the 
revolutionary forces  of pre-revolutionary Russia on the peoples of 
Central A s i a  a r e  inadequately dea l t  w i t h .  I n  short,  the study and 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of the enormous pa r t  played by the p r o l e t a r i a t  of Russia 
in the l i be ra t ion  of the peoples of Central  Asia from *nat iona l i s tn  
and economic oppress ion  have been neglected. A Marxist analysis of 
the Social,  economic and c u l t u r a l  condi t ions would show tha t  the 
incorporat ian helped t o  form the Uzbek people i n t o  a "bourgeoisn nation, 
and would cer ta in ly  reveal  t h i s  s tage  i n  Uzbek h is tory  a s  a milestone 
on the  way t o  Socialism. 

Another a r t i c l e  p r i o r  t o  the conference was wr i t t en  by Radzhapov, 
Rector of the Tadzhik S t a t e  University, who reminded readers  tha t  the 
t i e s  of f r iendship l ink ing  the peoples of Central  Asia and the great 
Russian people dated from extreme ant iqui ty.  In the four th  century 
L C .  the ancient s t a t e  d Khcrevn had t rade  r e l a t i ons  with the northern 
shores of the Black Sea, which l a t e r  became the abode of Slav tribes. 
These d i r e c t  contacts,  and contacts  through the Tatars, enriched the 
l a n g ~ ~ a g e  of the Slav t r i b e s  of the present dqy Ukraine by a n d e r  of 
Tadzhik and Turkic words such a s  biryuza, izumrud, kavun, ~wum, bazar, 
ar-karavan, sarai, --- chubuk, a t l a s s ,  kumach. I n  the fourteenth 
century merchant8 from Bukhara and Khiva traded a t  the f a i r  of N i z b  
Novgomd. I n  the s ixteenth century, e ight  envoya with t h e i r  fo l lomrs  
v i s i t e d  Russian domins. I n  the eighteenth century, every f ive  or  s ix  
years  t rade envoys from mars and Khiva v i s i t e d  Bdoscow, Petereburg, 
Orenburg and the towns of the Ulu-aine. In 1851 W x  wrote t o  E n g e l ~  
t h a t  i t  seemed Russia was t o  play a progressive pa r t  in the areas of 
the Black and Caspian Seas and in Central Asia. Today i t  is axiomatic 
t h a t  the incorporation fur thered the most e s s e n t i a l  i n t e r e s t s  of the 
people3 of Central h i a  since at the time they were threatened by Weet 
k o p e m  "imperial la tsn and by the Afghan and P e r s i m  rulers .  Indeed, 
they might ea s i ly  have become a colonial  p ro tec tora te  of England. 
According t o  WX, in the s i x t i e s  and sevent ies  had l o s t  i ts 
revolutionary impetus while Russia, in s p i t e  of T a d s m ,  had ~ ~ C O R K J  a 
revolutionary force  md was in the vanguard of the r e v o l u t i ~  
moveEnt in Europe. 

Radzhepor goes on t o  point out t ha t  a f t e r  the incorporation of 
Central b i a ,  slavery was abolished and an end made t o  the feudal wars 
f which the people suffered. m e  strengthening of econodc t i e s  
with Russia brought nprogreesivew develop-t.8 in the exnomlc and 
mtrncture- Thie d i d  not -an, of course any r ad ica l  change in the Ww 
of life of the peoples of Central Asia. The bas i c  f el- s t r w t w e  
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remained unchanged and the co lonia l  per iod which followed brought much 
hardship. It w a s  only the October Revolution which brought " f ina l  
liberation. " Radzhapov s ul t imate conclusion i s  t h a t  the present t i e s  
of friendship between the peoples of Central  Asia and the grea t  Russian 
people are deeply rooted in history. 

The conference proceedinas 

There was extensive press  coverage of the  conference. The names 
of Tolstov, Sidorov, Dyakonov and other  eminent h i s to r i ans  were mention- 
ed as participating. Those present  included h is tor ians  from the 
Azerbaidzhan SSR, the Tatar,  Bashkir, and Dagestan ASSR, many l o c a l  
professors and teachers,  Communist Party members and representat ives  of 
republican organizations. Among papers read w a s  a report  by 
Potapw on the pa t r i a r cha l  feudal  s t a t u s  of the  nomads of Central  Asia 
and Kazakhstan. On 3rd February Gafurov submitted a paper on the 
reactionary characl.rr of pm-Islamism and pan-Turkism. On 2nd February 
a Paper on the formation of the  Uzbek "bourgeoisw nat ion was read by 
Vakhabov and Nusupbekov. The same evening there w a s  a paper on the 
1916 rebellion. The f i n a l  t hes i s  f o r  discussion was "On the cor rec t  
definition of the h i s t o r i c a l  periods i n  the l i f e  of the peoples of 
Central Asia and Kazakhstan. 

The patriarchal feudal  s t a t u s  of nomads 

The conference r e fu t ed  the theory t h a t  nomadic peoples, by the very 
nature of t h e i r  economic relations, could not r i s e  above a primitive 
cOm'Ual s t ruc ture  of society.  It was s t ressed  t h a t  the economic 
foundations of a feudal society were based on landed property. tha t  the 
"Omads had passed t h o @  the, same soc i a l  and economic s tages as other 
feudal societ ies ,  and t h a t  ownership of i r r i g a t i o n  waters had had a 
great deal t o  do with the s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  of feudal re la t ions .  The 
Idea (maintained by some of those attending the conference) tha t  c a t t l e  
and not h d  were the bas i s  of the Central Aaian feudal s t ruc ture  was 
strongly repudiated a s  not  be* in l i n e  with hist .orica1 fac ts .  

Formation of the Uzbek %ourgeoisn nat ion 

It was emphasized tha t  the incorporation of Central  Asia i n t o  ~ u s s i a  
had a tremendous "progre ss iven  influence. Under i t s  impact ' b o ~ g e o i s i -  
'ation" had been accelerated botil i~ Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan- At the  

t h  i t  had brought about a growth of c l a s s  consciousness and had 
led the Uzbeks t o  a rapprochement with the moet revolutionary p ro l e t a r i a t  
Of those days, and also with Russian as d i s t i n c t  from Tsarist ~ U l t ~ r e *  
%ere was some difference of opinion a t  the conference over the extent 

which +.he formation of Hbourqeoisn nat ions had been completed by the 
of the Revolution. The f i n a l  conclusion was tha t  both Uzbekistan 

and Kazakh5ta.n in the short  period a f t e r  t h e i r  annexation could not  
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have passed through a complete c a p i t a l i s t  cycle  in t h e i r  economic and 
soc i a l  development and t h a t  up t o  1917 the final c a p i t a l i s t  stage had 
not been reached by arly of t he  peoples of Central  Asia. 

Pan-Islamiam and pan-Turkism 

Gafurov8s report  on the react ionary character  of pan-Islamism and 
pan-Turkism met with l i t t l e  o r  no cr i t ic ism.  &st of those present at  
the conference agreed t h a t  this 'Oreactionary r a c i a l  ideology" was against 
the i n t e r e s t s  of the workers, and was launched and supported by inter- 
national,  espec ia l ly  American, "imperialists".  It  must not be forgotten, 
he said,  t h a t  Himper ia l i s t sn  of all shades were trying t h e i r  utmost to 
f i n d  in Central  Asia elements through which they could carry out t h e h  
aggressive plans. Rabid "nationalism" in Central  Asia and Kazakhstan 
was bound up with pan-Islamism, pan-Turkism and pan-Iranianism. More 
s t r ingent  e f f o r t s  would have t o  be made t o  unmask and eradicate all 
manifestations of this react ionary ideology. Serious errors  could s t i l l  
be detected in h i s to r i ans3  appra isa l s  of the Dzhadid and Alash movements. 

The 1916 rebe l l ion  

Gross e r r o r s  and misrepresentations of h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  had been 
allowed to m a r  the assessment of the 1916 rebel l ion.  There were 
h is tor ians  who considered the movement a s  t o t a l l y  reactionary. Others 
held i t  t o  be anti-colonial and ignored the f a c t  tha t  in cer ta in  redons 
i t  assumed a de f in i t e ly  r e a c t i o n q  character.  Following a discussion 
the conf'erence agreed tha t  in most d i s t r i c t s  t h i s  movement had been of 
a revolutionary nature became i t  was di rec ted  against T s a r i s m  and 
a g e s t  the feudal  & rulers .  i n  a few districts had i t  become 
a t o t a l l y  reactionary anti-Russian movement. 

"Bourgeois" f alslif i ca t ion  of his tory 

It Was demonstrated a t  t he  conference tha t  Soviet historical science 
had unmasked such "bourgeoisn m i  erepresentations and f a l s i f i ca t ions  of 
h i s t o ~ y  as the conception of a bas i c  difference 5n the development af the 
East and the West, and of the inherent  backwardness of the peoples of 
the East- The lam governing the evolution of peoples were held to be 
the same throughout the world. It had been conclusively established 
f o r  i-tance, t ha t  between the  s i x t h  century L C .  and the f i f t h  century 

the economic system which predominated Fn Central Asia was b a e d  
on slavery and i n  the sixthcentury &A slavery gave way to  feudalism* 

General conclusions 

In his concluding remarks Zakhidgv, P r e s i b n t  of the Uzbek Acadev 
Sciences, acknowledged tha t  the session had done much to  *rove 

h i s to r i ca l  research on Central his and Kazakhstan, It had broWht 
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together scholars from Central  Asia and the r e s t  of the Soviet Union 
and had demonstrated the growth of s c i e n t i f i c  establishments i n  Central  
Asia. It was agreed t h a t  the  next conference should be devoted to  
discussions on the Soviet per iod in the h i s to ry  of Central  Asia and 
Kazakhstan. 

The Tashkent conference af h i s to r i ans  is  c l e a r l y  designed t o  
influence h i s t o r i c a l  research in Uzbekistan and b r ing  i t  more in l i n e  
with orthodox t rends of h i s t o r i c a l  thought. Its main object ive seems 
to have been t o  eradicate  the  tendencies of a number of Uzbek wr i t e r s  
to "idealizew the h is tory  and the cu l tu ra l  attainments of t h e i r  people, 
to minimize manifestations of c l a s s  s t ruggle,  and to  represent  c e r t a i n  
movemnts in the pas t  as wnationalll  and thus opposed not only t o  Tsarism 
but also t o  Russia. Such t.endencies a r e  now declared t o  be a ve i led  
form of "bourgeois nationalismtt. Some Uzbek h i s to r i ans  have been 
slow to acknowledge the bene f i t s  which incorporation in Russia has 
brought t o  the Central Asian peoples. For instance, in a t r e a t i s e  on 
the economic po l i c i e s  of Tsarism i n  Central Asia, Aminov made no mention 
of the d i r ec t  influence of Russian revolutionary thought on the Uzbeks. 
The study of the Basmachi movement of 1918-1 924, a movement described 
as being l e d  by feudal counter-revolutionary elements organized by 
Turkish emissaries and backed by "Anglo-American imper ia l i s t s ,  I' has 
been interpreted a s  a more o r  l e s s  popular movement without any emphas- 
is on the p a r t  played by foreigners .  And the "clandestine par t ic ipa-  
tion in the movement of the Dzhadid Kladobukhara clique" has so f a r  not  
been fu l ly  unmasked. 

There a r e  already signs, however, of a more orthodox approach t o  
these problem. On jlst W c h ,  Rustamov, a Doctor of History, was t o  
defend a thes i s  on "Bri t ish aggression along the f r o n t i e r s  of the Pamirs 
and Sinkfang a t  the end of the l a s t  century" a t  the I n s t i t u t e  of History 

Archaeology of the Academy. In May, a r t i c l e s  on the subject  of 
Pan-Islamism continued t o  appear recommending the utmost vigi lance and 
Paying t r ibu te  t o  the great  Russian people f o r  shielding Uzbekistan 
from all external  threats.  A co l lec t ion  of a r t i c l e s  under the heading 
'Everlasting Friendshipn was recent ly published by the Uzbek Academy 
Publishing House, and included an a r t i c l e  on the h i s t o r i c a l  foundation 
Of RW~O-Uzbek friendship. 

Sources 

Central Asian Press. 
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T A D Z H I K I S T A N  

S T A L I N A B A D  - T H E  N E W  C A P I T A L  

Introduct ion - The o ld  v i l l age  of Dyushanibe - Construction before 
the f i r s t  Five-Year Plan - Growth of population - Plan f o r  develop- 
ment - Progress i n  construction today - Housing - Sanitation - 
Industry - Education and c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  - Conclusion. 

In a l l  Soviet publ icat ions g rea t  emphasis is  l a i d  on the s t r iking appear- 
ance and the f i n e  a rch i tec ture  of Stalinabad. Its wide, s t raight  
s t ree ls  divide the town i n t o  regular  squares forming the d i s t r i c t s  and 
a re  bordered by tal l  t rees ,  whose branches transform many of the avenues 
i n t o  green tunnels of fe r ing  protect ion against  the  hot rays of the sun. 
The s t r e e t s  run p a r a l l e l  from north to south and from eas t  t o  west. 
The main avenues lead  t o  the four  e x i t s  of the town: the Tashkent road 
going north, the Ura-Tyube road leading i n t o  the Vakhsh Valley, the 
Termez road running w e s t ,  and the New Pamir road leading east.  The 
pr inc ipa l  s t r e e t  of the c i t y ,  Lenin S t r ee t ,  divides Stalinabad in to  
p a r t s  and all routes leading i n t o  the town cross Lenirl S t ree t  a t  some 
point. Lenin S t r e e t  crosses  the town from south t o  north, and many 
Smaller s t r e e t s  a t  r i gh t  angles t o  i t  l i n k  the mountain terraces to the 
Dyushambe-Darya r iver .  

T e  c i t y  l i e s  i n  the  middle of the Giaaar Valley a t  68O33' east 
and 38 34' north,  the cent re  of Stalinabad being 824 metres above sea 
levelm It is  well protected by mountains from the winds. summer 
the temperature r i s e s  t o  l+Oo centigrade, and i n  winter i t  f a l l s  to  
20° below zero; the average m u a l  temperature f o r  the area i s  about 
lkO. 

The old v i l l q e  of Dyushauhe 

It was i n  1929 tha t  the small v i l l age  of D y u s h d e  was renamed 
Stalinabad and became the capital of the T a b h i k  Sm. A RuaSim 
t rave l le r ,  B.N. Litvinov, described Dyushambe i n  1894 a s  "a poor Gissar 
torn, spreading along the Vareob and c o n a i a t a  of not more than five 
hundred homesteads, populated mainly by Tadzhiks. Poor cla,~-walled 
huts a r e  sca t te red  among lovely orchards; the houses a re  covered with 
cane-ridged roofe. I n  the centre,  near the half-mined f o r t ,  the 

are solnewhat cleaner but not a s ing le  brick building e d s t s  
in the whole town. 
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Once the summer residence of the Gissar M, qVushambe was reduced 
almost to ruins  by '1 924 as a r e s u l t  of l oca l  unrest  and the  a c t i v i t i e s  
of marauding bands. Instead of t he  f i v e  hundred homesteads of 1894, 
by 1924 the town had only forty-two houses and about 260 inhabitants.  
Only four of the small houses had wooden f loors ;  water was t ransported 
in goat skins and t he  "lovely orchards" mentioned by Litvinov had 
vanished altogether.  

Construction before the f i r s t  Five-Year Plan 

The construction of the fu tu re  c a p i t a l  of the Tadzhik SSR - o r  
"the kishlak of people 's  commissars" a s  i t  was  then ca l led  - was 
started a t  Dyushambe in 1924 on an almost empty s i t e .  In tha t  year  
a home f o r  war-orphans was opened and a small printing-press s e t  up. 
On 15th March 1925 the f i r s t  rlumber of a Tadzhik newspaper was printed,  
and on the same day the Tadzhik People ' s Republic was proclaimed. 

A l l  equipment and suppl ies  had t o  be brought t o  Dyushambe by camel. 
A canteen, a hos t e l  and a dispensary were opened and then a small 
hospital and three primary schools. Many Russians came t o  work on the 
building of the new town and in 1926 a Russian f our-year primary school 
ma bui l t  and a ten-month teachers1 t ra in ing  school w a s  opened. 

Ln the same year  the construct ion of a 78 kw. d ie se l - e l ec t r i c  
Power-station w a s  s t a t e d ,  and i n  1927 a soap factory, a f lou r  mi l l ,  
and a dairy produce factory were completed. Dyushambe had by then 
about 5,600 inhabi tants  and many new houses and roads had been bu i l t .  
&eciaUsts  in a l l  subjec ts  C- t o  study loca l  conditions. Malaria 
s t i l l  swept the t o m  and jackals and wild boara roamed the surrounding 
c o u n t ~ s i d e ;  during the rainy season camels floundered and were even 
drowned in the mud. By 1928 the f i r s t  nineteen t r ac to r s  had come t o  
%ushambe, the f i r s t  planes landed on the small a i r f i e l d  and the t o m  

linked with Termez by railway. 

Ln 4929, -hambe was renamed Stalinabad, and the old v i l l a g e  
without water mains, e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  pavements began i t s  new f i f e  a s  
the capi ta l  of the  newly crea ted  Tadzhik SSR. 

The ~ r0wth  of the population 

Whereas DJxshambe i n  : 9:'h had only 5,607 inhabi tants  and a few 
Primary schools, the 1939 census of the Stalihabad population showed 
82s540 inhabi tants ,  three higher education instit.~rtes, nine t e k h .  
(specialized secondary sohools) and four  i n d u s t r i a l  professional 
training schools with a t o t a l  of about 3,000 students. Counting 
s"condary and p r m  schools, over 17,000 young people were being 

a t  Stalinabad in 1 9 39. According t o  D. A. Chumichev, 
of the book &&I a m ,  by 1950 the p o p u l ~ t i o n  of Stalinabad 
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exceeded 100,004 or hi other wor-, i t  had increased more than twenty 
times between 1926 and 1950. 

The growth of the population during this period i s  shown i n  the 
folloKing table: 

Year - Pomla+,ion 

With the contfiuoua indust r ia l  developlaent and the progreaa of building 
work, the present population of Stalinabad may safely be estimated a t  
about 150,000. 

The plan fo r  development - 
The general plan of town development allowed fo r  the population of 

Stalinabad t o  reach about 100,000 by the end of the th i rd  Five-Yea-Plan 
(1 942). The southern part  of the t o m  was t o  be l e f t  f o r  the con~truc- 
t ian of indust r ia l  undertakings, Aew metalled roads were to  be l d d  
and the railway line extended in th is  area. !The original plan provided 
f o r  building a meat-packing factory, the Stdinabad Textile Kombinat and 
a fruit CaTlnery at a distance of sl few kilometres from the main industrial 
dis t r ic t .  

In the centre of the new capital ,  on the l e f t  bank, a number of 
g o v e m n t  and m c i p a l  buildings were t o  be erected; in the northem 
h i l l y  part of the +,own, adJacent to  the Q-ushanibe-lhrya river, educational 
ins t i tu t iuns  were buil t ;  here etudents were t o  l i ve  and work in pure air 
and -0% gar-. Final ly ,  U e r - u p ,  nearer t o  the foothil ls ,  ho~pi-  
t a le  and clinics,  medical schoola and botanic garb- were planneb Gfeen 
zone6 m~d be l t s  were t o  be planted Fn every d i ~ t r i c t  of the new city. 

The MtM plan of mnetruction was coq l e t ed  long ago and the 
appears to  be continually expanding. IA 1953 building p a t l f r  

bcremed-  A new public library, a Party achool, and a number of other 
p*fic b u i l w  have been recentLy compls tea in the town, including the 
th i rd  hydroeloc t r i c  power-s tation. The o r i w  diesel-electrio Pornr 
e ta t ian  now  ha^ a cap& ty of 6,000 krr, end the Vamob hydroelectfic 
e ta t ian  OPemd ln 1937 hae a capacity of 7,500, Cs AR Vole 11, 
no* 3) 
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Pro>;ress is not uniform, however, and construction of the second 
part of the Cotton Kombinat's blocks i s  very slow; the delay i n  the 
construction of municipal and cu l tu ra l  buildings (educational i n s t i -  
I,ukes, clubs, e tc . )  is  blamed on the planning organizations who have 
not submitted de ta i led  plans in time. Nor were any detai led plans f o r  
the construction of the many new buildings scheduled f o r  1954 ready 
early this year. Insuff ic ient  avai lable credi t  similarky handicaps the 
development of municipal services. Ln 1953 the Council of Ministers 
of the republic approved various measures t o  be taken f o r  the fur ther  
improvement of the l iv ing  conditions i n  the town, but most of the meas- 
ures planned have not ye t  been put in to  effect .  The reconstruction 
of the water mains is  s t i l l  pending a de f in i t e  solution. Also a new 
goods stat ion w i l l  have t o  be b u i l t ,  as the exist ing one cannot cope 
with a l l  the incoming f re ight ,  

Tadzhiklstan2 s present capi ta l ,  however,  looks vem different  from 
the town of twenty-five years ago; Stalinabad has become a large modern 
town. hcor&iq to  K.S. Butsan, Head of the Tom Inspectorate of the 
Public Works State  Control, the construction of a number of large new 
buildings i s  being car r ied  out Fn various d i s t r i c t s  of Stalinabad. 
large b a m o  stadium has been b u i l t ;  other smaller spor ts  g r0~nds  were 
already overcrowded. A n  a r t i f i c i a l  Komsomolskoye M e ,  surrounded by 
a belt of trees, is planned i n  the area of the new stadium. There are  
to be embankments in g r a n i t e  along the Dyushambe-ma r i v e r  and steps 
'Ril l  lead down t o  the water. A new railway s t a t ion  i s  under C O ~ S ~ I ~ C -  

tion as well as  a new secondmy school f o r  880 children. A number of 
industrial undertakings are  a lso  being b u i l t ,  among these a re  a footwear 
factory and s e v e r d  blocks of a new clothing f a c t o n  s i tua tedin  the 
h4yenn.i and kdzhodk idze  d i s t r i c t s  of the town, Three-storied 
blocks of f l a t s  w i l l  a l so  be b u i l t  near the new factories .  

1951 Stalinabad had more than 10,000 houses as against f orty-two 
in 1924, and everN year the number of houses i s  growing. 1953, 

m. rubles were al located f o r  the construction of d c i p a l ,  adminis- 
trative and r e s i d e n t i d  buildings. Several new blocks with eighteen, 
twenty-f our, and s ix ty  f l a t s  each are  t o  be constructed. This type 

block is  being b u i l t  Zn the  k1li1-1, Aini, Ordzhon.ikidze, ~ o h s t i -  
cheaka~a 8nd ~omsomolskaya Streets .  The erection of a block of a 
h w e d  f l a t s  is planned f o r  the angle of Lenin and  Komomolsk~~a 

while another s ix ty- f la t  block i s  to  be b u i l t  a t  the corner of 
bnin and Tyrdyev Streets .  

During the f i r s t  six months of 1953, the complaint, was voiced tha t  
O n b '  7,723 a q m  metres, o r  20.2 per cent. of the annual builafng 
prOgrme for  housing accomodation was completed. "The irresponsible 

of the d i rec tors  of the brick factory, the Traktorodetal worke, 
the cement works, t h e  footwear fact.oryn and of a nurriber of other under- 
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takings and i n s t i t u t i o n s  was given i n  the press as the reason f o r  this 
f a i l u r e  t o  f u l f i l  quotas. Low qual i ty of workmanship is  also cr i t ic i -  
zed. Some times impatient tenants move in t o  uncompleted houses. 

Recently, a children'  8 hoa t e l  with a hundred beds and a kinder- 
garten f o r  140 children, adgacent t o  and p a r t  of the Teacherss Training 
I n s t i t u t e  were completed. Seven blocks of twelve f l a t s  each were built. 
Two new hos te ls  f o r  the students of the Tadzhik Sta te  University and of 
the industrial tekhdhm, and the ma-in block of the bui1dh-g tekhnikum 
are under construction. Work has s t a r t e d  on a House of Culture and 
n e w  publio b a t h .  

Although Stallnabad i s  being b u i l t  a c c o w  t o  a n80cialist  urban 
planling" scheme, most of the housing still cons is t s  of amall a d ~ b e  
houses ppith m e  o r  two room. This type of house, occupied by Tadzhik 
families,  is mostly concentrated in the areas of the former kishlaks, 
which have now been included within the bound. of Btalinabab Adobe 
one-storied houses are also  found in the so-called "Unplanned" set t le-  
ments s i tua ted  on the ou t sk i r t s  of the new town. 

Unlike the new Stalinabad, which i s  covered with gardens and 
tree-lfned avenues, theae small settlements have pract ical ly no gardem, 
and t h e i r  narrow s t r e e t s  have no trees.  The town districts in the areas 
of the old kiehlake have conserved their ' d l  oroharde and vegetable 
gardens; but  som of the new building s i t e s  in the  hills, bu i l t  by 
individuals,  lack water and vegetation. 

In the centre of Stalinabad large official .  and municipal buildin@ 
and appartment  flat^ predominate. There are  a lso  comfortable houses for 
individual families in some cent ra l  districts, but these are f e w  d f a r  
betmen. A s  everywhere in  Central Asia, here again there is  a striking 
contrast  between the t r ad i t iona l  amall adobe houses of the native people 
and the f ac tor ies  and blocke of has t i ly  built flats belonginq to the era 
of indus t r ialfzat ion.  

of the l a rge r  f a c t o r i e ~  have settlements f o r  t h e i r  workere. 
The clothing factory i a  b d l d i n g  four-storied blooks to  accommodate W W  
t k i o ~ a n d s  of workere. Individual houses, oul tural  and medical h t i t u -  
t i o m  n f l l  cover a t o t a l  area  of th i r teen  hectares of the f a o t o q  site* 
A kfndergarten f o r  350 children and a creohe f o r  260 babies, shop% 
~ u b u c  batha, and a laundry are a l l  reported to  be under cons tmt ion* 

Complaints are frequent i n  the Cent ra l  Aaian prees on the unaatie- 
f ac tom eanftary conditione in tome; t h i s  i s  a lso  t rue  of stal-bad 

sanitatjon worh are behind schedule; water maim and Se-ge 
myat- are out of date and do not come up to  the requirements of the 
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rapidly growing oapital .  Road building progresses, but very slowly. 
The l o c a l  newspapers s t a t e  tha t  sani ta ry  conditions are  bad in the 
municipal publio baths. 

"In all d i s t r i c t s  of the town, says Kommunist TaiLzhikistana, 
nthe struggle f o r  cleanliness i s  f a r f r o m b e i n g  adequate. The cen t ra l  
streets are not regularly swept. The s i tua t ion  i s  even worse in the 
courtyards; normally only a few of these are  kept clean. Most of the 
yard space i s  taken up with refuse; cess-pits are not emptied often 
enough. . . . . The yard of the brewery and of the mechanized bakery, 
as well as those of a number of other undertakings, a re  covered with waste 
and rubbish. In winter the area i s  covered with mud, in summer - with 
dust. . . . . The markets are not properly cleaned. !Fhe settlement 
at the Lower Varzob hydroelectric power-station i s  st i l l  unpaved. Many 
suburbs, bridges and individual housee have unsatisf actory sani tary 
c o d  tiom. " 
Industry 

The following table gives a general idea of the rapid indus t r i a l  
development of Stalinabad: 

Year - Factory 

Cot ton -q imhg  mi l l  
Flour mill 
Soap fac tory  
Dairy produce factory 

Me a t  -canning kombinat 
Brick f a c t o w  
Silk m i l l  
Clothing factory 
Tannery 
Extended cotton mi l l  
Footwear factory 
Alabaster factory 
bkchanized bakery 
Asphal t-concrete plant* 
Brewery 
Cement works 
Stalinabad Textile Kombinat 

Spinning and Weaving mi l l s  
Dye works, etc. 

Until 1936 all the iildus t r i a l  imdertakings of Stalinabad r e l i e d  on 
local s up plies of raw materials.  The large cotton mill b u i l t  in that  
Year was l a t e r  amalgamated with the Stalinabad Textile Kombinat, which 
in turn h ~ s  been recently expanded by a number of new blocks. 



Since the Second World War several new indus t r ies  have been built;  
these include t e x t i l e  mills, a woollen m i l l ,  dair ies ,  margarine and 
sweet f ac to r i e s ,  a glassware and a hardware factory. Several other 
indus t r i a l  en terpr ises  have been modernized and expanded. A macaroni 
shop has been s t a r t e d  a t  the bakery, while a t  the brewery s o f t  drinks 
are  a lso  now manufacturedo The ceramic works manufacture sewers and 
pipes a s  well as pottery. A olothing factory b u i l t  in 1953 i s  now 
being doubled i n  size. 

One of the most important works of Stalinabad, the Avtotraktoro- 
de ta l  manufactures spares f o r  cars ,  l o r r i e s  and t r ac to r s  which are sent - 
all over the USSR and t o  the s a t e l l i t e  countries. Another important 
plant  i s  the Stalinabad Textile Konibinat which was s t a r t e d  in 1942 to  
manufacture packing c lo th  f o r  cotton bales. Three years l a t e r  the 
spinning and weaving mi l l s  were brought i n t o  operation and the construc- 
t i o n  of several  new workshops and the expansion of the old ones has 
continued since. In 1950 the dye works and trimming ahops were com- 
pleted, and between 1950 and 1955 it  was planned t o  expand the factory 
s t i l l  further .  The Konibinat has its o m  thermal e l e c t r i c  power- 
s ta t ion ,  chemical laboratories ,  and pig-lron and non-ferrous metal 
foundries. In addit ion t o  the  housing accommodation which has been 
b u i l t  f o r  the  workers of the  Kombinat along the en t i r e  length of 
Nizami St ree t ,  a settlement has grown up on the land belonging to  the 
plant; this comprises a stadium, a professional training school, a 
c l i n i c  and a creche. Workers and t e c h n i c i m  of the plant  can buy 
t h e i r  own two o r  three-roomed houses on a s i t e  beyond the r ive r  near 
the park. 

Education and c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

StalFnabad is the princfpal  centre of education in the Tadzhik 
SSR: out of nine higher education i rmt i tu t ions  exist ing i n  the repub- 
l i c ,  f ive  are  s i tua ted  in t he  capital .  These include the Medical 
Ins t i tu t e ,  the Teachers' Training I n s t i t u t e ,  the AgrLcultural Institute,  
the Indus t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  and the Tadzhik S ta t e  University which Was 
founded in 1948 and has four f acuities (physics, k themat ics  and Chad- 
5 t ~ ;  Soil-Geology and Geography; Biology; and History and PhiloloSv~ 
with a depa rben t  of ~ ~ r i e n t a l  l?nguagea.) 

There a re  i n  addit.ion thirteen special ized secondary schools 
(tekhnikums) at  S t a l h ~ a b a d  out of a t o t a l  of t h i r t y  such SchoolS the 

Tadzhik SSR. These t r a i n  technicians f o r  i n d u s t q  and other branches 
of the nat ional  econoqy. Thirty secondary and primary schoole 
complete the present educational system of the capital.  

New buildinp,~ f o r  Geolagical, Agricultural and I n d u a t r i d  -titutes 
are under construction a s  is a new secondary school which i s  to  be 
equipped Kith laboratories  and workshops. The Tadehik acadelqY of 
Science8 and several of i t s  specialized research i n a t i t u t e s  are also to 
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have their own buildings. 

Stalinabad has seven newspapers and s i x  periodicals  a l l  published 
in the central press. The c a p i t a l  has f i l m  studios,  cinemas, and a 
State Regional History Museum. The Tadzhik Opera and Bal le t  Theatre, 
the Tadzhik Dramatic Theatre, the Russian Dramatic Theatre, and the 
State Philharmonic Orchestra, together with several  groups spec ia l iz ing  
i n  Tadzhik folksongs and dances, represent the a r t i s t i c  and c u l t u r a l  
activities of the republic  s capi tal .  

Compared t o  t h a t  of o ther  Central  Asian towns, the  development 
of Stalinabad appears t o  have been speedier and more systematic. 
This is probably due t o  the f a c t  t h a t  Tadzhikistan, i n  S t d i n ' s  word-s, 
was to be a beacon t o  spread the l i g h t  of Soviet Socialism over 
southern Asia; thus from the e a r l i e s t  days Stalinabad received 

f Rater a t tent ion than, f o r  instance, Frunze, the c a p i t a l  of Kirgiziao 
See C.A.R Vol. n, NO. 3) .  It should a l so  be borne in mind tha t  the 

information on which this a r t i c l e  i s  based i s  derived la rge ly  from 
D*& ~humichevqs book Stal-jnabad which was published i n  Moscow and thus 
directed towards readers  of o ther  Union republics  and of other  countries4 

D- Chumichev. Stalinabad. MOSCOW, 1 950- 

'* V- B- Bardier. Tadzhikistan. Stalinabad, 1 939. 

k* Central Asian Press. 



K I R G I Z I A  

R O A D S  A N D  R O A D  T R A N S P O R T  

Importance of roads in Kirg iz ia  - Arte r i a l  roads - Efforts  a t  improve- 
ment - Rural roads and bridges - Tom roads - Labour - Service 
s t a t ions  and road transport  depots - Condition of vehicles - Efficiency 
of drivers  - Conclmion. 

Kirgi.zia is  a mountainous country, and with the exception of the Chu and 
T ~ ~ s  Valleys and of tha t  pa r t  of Kirgizia  which l i e s  in the Fergana 
Valley, most of the terr i . tory of the republic i s  over 6,000 fee t  above 
sea level ,  The inter locking mountain ranges running predominantly 
from west t o  east ,  which cover almost the e n t i r e  countq ,  make c o d c a -  
t ions d i f f i c u l t  in the  extreme. The Chu Valley, however, i s  served by 
railway since the Pishpek sect ion of the Turksib runs fram Lugovaya 
junction through F m m e  t o  the port  of Rybachye on Lake Issyk-Kul; and 
the Kirgiz tuwns of the Fergana Valley a re  connected t o  the Fergana 
Valley railway system. These two d i s t r i c t s  however, have no direct  
connection by rail and to t r ave l  from Frunze in the Chu Valley to  
Dzhalalabad in the Fergana Valley - a distance of some 150 miles as  the 
crow f l i e s  - i t  i s  necessary t o  make a tm-day journey through Tashkent 
and LenFnabadc Roads are  thus of the utmost importance and f o r  almost 
the whole of Kirgizia  they are the so le  meam of  communication^ 

In 1951 the t o t a l  mileage of railway l h e s  in Kirgizia  did not 
amount t o  over 368 kilometres whereas the  t o t a l  length of surfaced 
r ~ a d s  su i table  f o r  motor t r a f f i c  was 1,643 kilometres. Although the 
length of surfaced roads has been rapidly increased - in I928 there =re 
only 25 kilometres of hard-surfaced roads - they appear t o  be still in- 
suff ic ient  t o  meet the rapidly developing needs of the republic. Since 
1940 the t o t a l  load car r ied  by road has increased ten times, and in the 
last twenty years the length of bus routes has inoreased twenty-sevm 
timeso Although the main a r t e r i a l  roads appear t o  be well kept and well 
surfaced, the condition of the minor roads leaves much t o  be desired. 

, h t e r i a l  roads 

The main roads of Kirgizia a re  mostly those l inking the republic 
with neighbouring republics and foreign countries. Thus the important 
Frme-Rybachye-laryn road leads t o  Kashgar i n  Sinkiang; the P'mme- 
Chaldovar road leads to Lugovaya junction and on t o  Dzhambul 171 Kaeakhrtm 





another important road a l so  leads to  Dzhambul from Talass; from Frunze 
a highway runs through Georgiyevka t o  Aha-Ata, the cap i t a l  of Kazakh- 
stan; and one of the most fm~ous  roads of the USSR, the Pamir highway, 
runs from Osh in Kirgizia  to Khorog in the south of Tadzhikistan. The 
main i n t e n a l  roads of' Kirgizia  are the Issyk-Kul r ing  road and the 
Taehkunyr-Toktogul road of the Dzhalalabad oblast. In 1953 it was 
reported that  a highway was being constructed f r a m  Sosnovka t o  S u s q r r  
which would eventually be continued to  Dzhalalabad and Osh; this road 
muld be four times shor ter  than the present rail journey from Frunze 
to Osh. 

Efforts a t  improvement 

In 1953 great ly increased funds were al located f o r  road repair  and 
construction in the budget of the republic. Criticisms, however, are 
heard that the avai lable funds are not always f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  and tha t  
they are dissipated on minor projects. In the f i r s t  seven months of 
1953 only 46 per cent of the available money was used. The K i r ~ o s -  
Proekt i s  badly behind i n  providing plans f o r  the new roads and there 
is  a shortage of su i t ab le  lengths of timber. I n  sp i t e  of these 
drawbacks, however, work on the inter-raion rural roads i s  proceeding, 
although a t  a le i sure ly  pace. Many temporary bridges and viaducts 
have been replaced by permanent s t ruc tures  and the mileage of hard- 
surfaced roads has increased t o  a considerable extent. Delays are 
frequently reported; thus the twenty-kilometre road from Frunze t o  
Vorontsovka has been under repair  f o r  the l a s t  three years but t o  this 
day heaps of stone and rubble are strewn d o n g  its e n t i r e  length, and 
the few by-passes constructed t o  f ac i l i ta . te  t r a f f i c  have been badly 
planned and are of l i t t l e  help in clearing t r a f f i c  jams. Dzhalalabad 

Talass oblasta a re  considered especialxy backward in road mainten- 
mCe as  cons t ruc t im gangs in  these oblasts do not f u l l y  u t i l i z e  the 
BBL~le  equipment with which they have been provided. 

Attempts have a l so  been made to  modernize road t r a f f i c  s ignals  and 
B i ~ s *  In the past  all road signs were of one standard s ize  but now 
road Signs with a diametre of 50, 70, and 100 centimetres are t o  be 
mtroduced, the la rger  ones f o r  roads on which greater  speeds are  a l low~d.  

w w e  of ill&ting them a t  n i&t  are also being introduced. 

h r a l  roads and bridges 

From year to  ye= there has undoubtedly been an improvement i n  the 
w t e n a n c e  of rural roads. But t h e i r  upkeep is s t i l l  of ten neglected, 
a h c e  kolkhoz managers are eomtimes reluctant  t o  provide the necessary 
hbour~ The manaqer of the kolkhoz Kommuna in the Issyk-Kul oblast  re- 
cently even went 80 far a s  t o  sqv that  h i s  men were quite  content t o  

the exist ing b r i d l e  roads and that  those min te r fe r i rq  busy-bodiesn 
=re out f o r  b e t t e r  roads could themaelves provide the labour f o r  



the i r  construction. In the Tyup raion road work has been completely 
neglected and up t o  June 1953 roads in this raion were quite unprepared 
t o  deal with the heavy harvest t raff ic.  

The road from Selo Kalininskoye t o  Bystrovka has a hard surf ace 
and f r u i t  t rees  have been planted on e i the r  side; large sums of money 
are annually spent on i ts  upkeep. But t rees  recently planted are 
often trampled dom by passing herds of ca t t l e ,  and menibers of the 
Petrovsk and Voroshilov MI'S driving the i r  t rac tors  along the hard 
surface cut i t  up badly. Between Yangi-Aryl and the Molotov kolkhoz 
of the Kurshab raion of Osh, a distance of not over eight kilometres, 
no repair work has been done f o r  a long time, and i n  the wet season the 
Kizyl Qktyabr kollehoz cannot be reached from i t s  raion centre. Roads 
are .lo be t t e r  In the Tuleikin raion of Osh, a n d  i n  general the roads 
of the Iseyk-Kul and Osh oblasts  are admitted to  be badly neglected. 

Improvements t o  the ca t t l e  tracks and minor roads leading to  high 
mountain pastures are in hand 3n the Kara Kudzhur, Son-Kul and Aksai 
dis t r i c t s ;  here work done on inter-raian communications has been on a 
f a i r l y  large ecale. The need f o r  the improvement of caxtle tracks and 
roads is =st pressing. Up in the Kenes-Anarkhai winter-pasturing valleys 
c a t t l e  belonging t o  the Zvanov, Kant, and & and other raion kolkhozes 
had been found emaciated and half starved becawe of a shortage of fodder, 
although large stocks of baled hay and other fodder were stacked a t  the 
83 siding of the Turkaib anly 120-150 bdlometres distant  but could not be 
reached in winter because of the bad roads. The fodder shortage in 
this area was  so acute that  trucks with hay had to  be towed b t . 0  the 
valley by ca te rp i l l a r  tractors. A t  one time, however, the combined 
e f fo r t s  of three t rac tors  from the M!CB could not pu l l  the fodder 
tlvcka through. This admission wat3 only made recently, althou@;h in 
1952 Razzakov had s ta ted  f o r  the Government that the oblaat and interrn 
koUrhoz roads were being attended t o  and that  roads t o  the winter and 
~~r pastures would short ly be improved considerably. 

h n g  bridges b u i l t  last year was tha t  over the Alabuga river in the 
A k h t d i n  raion, and another acrosa the Kara Kudzhur, In the Kulanak 
rai0n a wooden suspermion bridge has been thrown acroas the Naryn, 
c-cting eight kolkhozee with t he i r  raion centre and replacing the 
former fer ry  sendoe. Bridge construction, however, on the whole 
slow- A bridge across the &archa has been under comtruction fo r  
Years but its approaches are to this day inuompletely surfaced, This 
bri&e showed signs of strain as soon as the f i r s t  trucks had run over i t 0  

In tow- cf the republic improvements have been achieved, the 
Road Construction Department having surfaced i n  Fnmze 53,000 square 
me.t=a of roade and pavements. Lenin Btreet is now well-eurfaced and 
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part of the surfacing of the Toktogul S t r e e t  i s  tho@t t o  have been 
completed in 1953. The Department has a lso  erected a bridge across the  
Great Chu Canal a t  i t s  in t e r sec t ion  with Vostochnaya Street .  The m r k  
of the Department has been g rea t ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  by the introduct,ion of 
modern machinery a t  the Frlmze Asphalt and Concrete Works, a t  which the  
f i r s t  concrete mixer i n  Kirgizia,  with a capacity of 240 'tons per s h i f t ,  
has been introduced. 

Roads on the  approaches t o  Frunze i t s e l f  and t o  i ts  goods yards a t  
Pishpek s ta t ion  are,  however, in an in to le rab le  condition. There is a 
short cut t o  the railway about ons hundred metres long along which 
hundreds of tons of f r e i g h t  a r e  ca r r i ed  daily, but this road in wet 
weather i s  hardly passable, 

Labour - 
A great  problem i n  Kirg iz ia  is  t o  procure labour f o r  road work and 

to train permanent road-construc t ion gangs. Kolkhozes a r e  of t en  reluc- 
tant to provide road workers, and such manual labour as i s  avai lable  i s  
badly organized. It i s  deplored tha t  the road conetruction s t a t i ons  do 
l i t t l e  to  encourage Kirgiz na t ive  labour, and especial ly  Kirgiz women, 
for permanent road-work. Among the permanent road-construction workers 
there are only a few Kirgiz who have been professional ly trained. 

To improve matters the month between 20th May and 20th June w a s  
Set aside t h i s  year  f o r  intensive work on the roads. Mass labow w a s  
to be provided by the k o m o z e s  and technicians were t o  be sent  from 
F m e .  A " s o c i a l i s t  competitionn was  introduced and three Red Banners 

Premiums of ten  thousand rubles were offered t o  the raion showmg 
the best r e s u l t s  in t h e  maintenance of roads and bridges. In a l l o t t i n g  
the awards severa l  f a c t o r s  were taken i n t o  consideration: the v0lu.11~ of 

actual ly  done t o  the road surf aces, the use of loca l ly  ava i lab le  
buildFng mater ials ,  the numbers of kolkhoz members de t a i l ed  t o  work on 
the roads, and the  f i n a l  condition of the roads and bridges0 The 
plant% of t r e e s  along the roads w a s  another f a c t o r  t o  be borne in nrind, 
as w e l l  a s  the r egu la r i t y  of the attendance of the kolkhoz detachments 
employed on road work a l l  the year  round. In June the bes t  r e s u l t s  in 
road work were achieved by the kolkhoz menibers of the Karasu ra ion  and 
through t h e i r  e f f o r t s  the main road through Karasu i t s e l f  was in excel lent  
Candition, 

service s t a t i ons  and road t ransport  depots 

Avltobazi have been es tab l i shed  a t  Frunze, Kant, To-, Selo Nova- 
f io i t~skoye ,  Stalinskoye, Kalininskoye? Talass. Rybachye, N a V ,  Osh, 
Dzhalalabad and Kzyl-nya; a t  Rehevalsk there a re  two stat ions,  and the 
aettlernent, a t  ~ o k t o g u l  has repa i r  workshops, same of which a re  wel l  

Workshops of the P d r  Avtotransport Trust a r e  able t o  produce 



spare par t s  f o r  ZIS-120 cars; the workers here are said to be progress- 
ive, well advanced in technical howledge and to  have introduced a num- 
ber of innovatiom to  speed up the overhauling and repair of trucks. 

The target f o r  1953 was carried out by the Tokmak, Przhevalsk, 
Frunze and Talass depots. It is now planned to enlarge most of these 
depots and the i r  workshops: thus, the capacity of the T o w  motor- 
repair  workshops is  to  be doubled i n  1954, and the capacity of the Frunze 
workshops by 1957 wi l l  be s i x  times that  of the present Tolanak workshops. 

Owing t o  poor organization and lack of supplies, however, wastea 
labour i s  a common occurence. The case i s  quoted when i n  the Kemine 
raion a cer ta in  kolkhoz telephoned the transport depot f o r  a truck. 
The :all was promptly answered, but when the driver arrived he w a s  told 
that his serr ices  could not be used as the kolkhoz had no motor fuel or 
lubricants and the manager of the kolkhoz did not, in any case, know 
where and how to  procure theae essentials  or hon t o  equip the truck so 
that  it  could carry grain inbulk. On return to  his  depot the driver 
was  promptly dispatched to  another kolkhoz where he was told that the 
kolkhoz w a s  short of sacks to load the grain and had no m n  to  do the 
loading. A t  a t u r d  kolkhoz the driver w a s  to ld  that the kolkhoz 
sbiply had no need f o r  extra transport. Once again the driver returned 
t o  h i s  base and was dispatched t o  a kolkhoz whose manager rudely refused 
to  ta lk  to hi& 

f i e 1  supplies appear to be especially badly organized, and there 
have been several cases of the transport depots being unable to fu l f i l  
the i r  targets owing to shortage of fuel. The remoter areas are 
part icularly badly supplied, and the driver8 of the Voroshilov raion 
eerving the high mountain pastures frequently have to r e t m  to  their  
parent kolkhozes - a t  times a diatance of up to  three hundred kilo- 
metres - Fn order to refuel. 

b n y  of the transport depots, however, work efficiently. b a 
resul t  of Rsoc ia l i s t  oompetitionan the Rzhevalsk depot was f d l 3  
prepared fo r  the harvest season, and the same m e  true of the Karasu 
depot of the Oah oblaet. The Naryn depot saved 10,000 l l t r e e  of fuel  
in 1953 and hauled 3,000 tons of freight  in excaas of the year's plan 
in spi te  of mrking at tfmes under d i f f i cu l t  conditions partricularlY 
a l e  supplying the Aksai winter pastureem It was claimed that in 
1953 4 m. rubles and thoueandcr of l i t r e s  of fuel  had been saved through 
avoiding wastage . 
Condition of vehAclea 

Repair f a c iU  t i e s  are apparently not everywhere available, and in 
the Uegen raian i t  w a ~  reported that a quarter of the available machines 
Were a d t i n g  repairs. A t  the Chekiat kolkhoa of thie ralon a practl- 
cd1.Y Ilew truck, a f te r  having run only 15,OCiO kilumetres and requiring 
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only a minor repa i r ,  had been l e f t  in the open and was now beyond 
recovery. A t  t he  I r i s u  sovkhoz only two of the eight  l o r r i e s  could 
be used. The neglected condition of some of the vehicles  w a s  held t o  
be partly due t o  a shortage of covered space in which to  garage them. 

Even some of the publ ic  t ransport  vehicles  .are in bad condition. 
The buses running between Frunze and Rvbnchye of ten have leaking o r  
boiling radiators ,  s t a r t e r s  t h a t  a r e  out of order, broken window panes 
and other aef ecta .  Passengers frequent ly have t o  f e t ch  water from 
quite appreciable dis tances t o  f eed  the leaking radiator ,  on one 
occasion they got so annoyed tha t  they abadoned the bus and continued 
the journey on foot .  Such instances a re  s a id  t o  be frequent. 

Efficiency of d r ive r s  

The roads and preva i l ing  c l imat ic  conditions of Kirgizia  demand 
a high standard of eff ic iency from dr ivers  and mechanics in order t o  
maintain a regular  flow of traffic in both summer and winter. There 
are, however, numerous complaints of lack of proper supervision over 
drivers. Thus a t  Uzgen d r ive r s  and conductors frequently overcharge 
their passengers o r  refuse t o  i ssue  t icke ts .  Supervj sion here was SO 

slack that  no proper records were held of dr ivers '  qual i f icat ions and 
behaviour; men who neglected t h e i r  vehicles and caused unnecessary 
breakdowns, a s  wel l  a s  habi tua l  drunkar as, who were sacked from one 
depot soon f i n d  a place a t  another. A t  the  depot of the h h i s t r y  of 
Posts and Communications a t  Rybachye s u p e ~ s i o n  w a s  slack and no one 
in  authority had v i s i t e d  the base f o r  over a year; here eighteen 
drivers had t o  l i v e  in a garage a s  no other l i v i n g  accommodation was 
available. A t  the Rybachye t ransport  depot there had been eighty- 
Seven cases of infringement of labour d isc ip l ine  during 1953 and a t  
the F r m e  depot - 130 such cases. 

the other  hand a t  the Karasu depot of the Osh oblast  twenty- 
three dr ivers  hold recorde f o r  running t h e i r  l o r r i e s  over 200,000 
kilometres without a major breakdown. A t  the Naryn depot too Several 
drivers hold records; one covered 103,000 kilometres of d i f f i c u l t  
terrain without a s ing le  major breakdown and saved 867 kg. of f u e l  in 
One Year. He then undertook to  increase h i s  record t o  150,000 
kilometres and t o  complete the annual t a rge t s  two months ahead of time. 

Conclusion 

It i s  not  easy t o  form a general p ic ture  of the condition of roads 
a d  road t ransport  in f i r g i z i a  because references i n  the press a r e  

t o  i s o l a t e d  l o c a l  conditions. However, from the f a c t  t h a t  the 
a l loca ted  f o r  road construction and maintenance i n  1953 was 

as b e i w  f i v e  times tha t  a l located in 1950, i t  i s  obvious tha t  
are  be iG,  made t o  improve and develop this v i t a l  means of 

c o w c a t i o n .  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  of road construction and maintenance, 
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of organizing supply and repa i r  depots and of t rabrmg drivers and 
mechanics are obvious in a mountainous country tha t  not long ago was 
almost wholly dependent on the b r id le  track and pack horse. However, 
from the f igures  quoted i t  i s  apparent tha t  motor t r a f f i c  i s  f a s t  
increasing. The nuniber of l o r r i e s  in the republic i s  sa id  t o  have 
trebled in recent years wfiile the nmiber of buses and converted passen- 
ger  l o r r i e s  has almost doubled. Both government-med and kolkhoz- 
owned cars  and l o r r i e s  a re  on the increase. In  1953 the kolkhozes of 
the Issyk-Kul oblast  bought through the loca l  C o n s m r ' s  Ooopcratives 
110 l o r r i e s ,  and in the f i r s t  quarter of t h i s  year, t en  ZIS-5 and 
thirty-one ZIS-150 machines. Same kolkhozes own as many as  nine lorries. 
In 1954 the nuuiber of motor vehicles in Kirgizia  i s  expected t o  increase 
by one third,  and i n  1955 by 35 per cent. 

Sources 

Central Asian Press. 
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K I R G I Z I A  

B R O A D C A S T I N G  A N D  R E L A Y  S E R V I C E S  

Introduction - Regional achievements and fa i l ings  - Radio 
programmes - Quali ty of transmissions - Conclusion. 

The year i n  which broadcasting began i n  Kirgizia cannot be established 
with precision, but from the  available information i t  m a y  be assumed 
that i t  could not have been before 1926 and may in f a c t  have been a s  
la te  as  1933. Unti l  the w a r ,  however, services were both r e s t r i c t e d  
and irregular ,  and i t  i s  only since 1945 tha t  a serlous attempt has 
been made to  extend broadcast coverage i n  tkp republic. 

Accordmg t o  press reports  published in May this year, the 1 o'iL I 
capacity of the oblast  and raion radio exchange8 has increased three- 
fold and the number of radio receivers has grown nearly s i x  times in 
eight years. A t  present i t  is  planned t o  s e t  up 15,000 radio tochki 
i.e. loudspeakers, earphones etc. and t o  bring complete coveI.age t o  
f i f t y  kolkhozes of the republic; twenty kolkhoz radio exchanges, f i v e  
of which are  fo r  inter-kolkhoz service, a re  already under construction. 
The extension of coverage t o  a number of kolkhozes has been grea t ly  
assisted l a t e l y  by the laying of thousands of kilometres of a e r i a l  and 
mderground cables and the establishment of a 1- on ul tra-short  waves 
between Frunze, Osh and Dzhalalabad. In  Frunze, a Radio House ( ~ a d i o  
&) is  being b u i l t  which, when completed. w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  the trans- 
d s s i o n  of broadcasts, elim9nate fa- and generally improve the 
technical qual i ty of the broadcasts. A a n d l  te levision s t a t ion  i s  
also t o  be s e t  up shortly; this, i t  i s  claimed, w i l l  enable the 
residents of Frmze and the surrounding areas t o  see i n  the i r  own 
homes films of the thea t r i ca l  productions of Moscow and Leningrad. 

Despite all  this ac t iv i ty ,  however, achievements to  date are f a r  
from sat isfactory and the network a s  a whole is  not extensive. As in 

+ 
Radio exchange This appears t o  be peculiar t o  the Soviet system of 
broadcast eervice. The impression given by a study of the material 
available i s  of a smallish building, of about two rooms, where incom- 
ing programmes are received e i the r  by radio o r  by wire and are then 
redistributed, probably a f t e r  amplif icatlon. t o  loca l  l i s teners .  
The apparatus used seems to  r equhe  some technical knowledge f o r  i ts 
maintenance and operation. 



Uxbekistan, different  oblasts  exhibit widely varying degrees of cwe rqe  
and the technical quality of transmissions i s  deficient. 

Regional achievments and f ailing3 

A t  the Nineteenth Party Congress i t  was decided t o  speed up the 
extension of broadcaet coverage to  a l l  pa r t s  of the republic. Ln actual 
fac t ,  however, t h i s  resolution i s  being implemented v e q  slowly. The 
agencies of the Kenhsk, Bystrwka, Chu, Mrzakin, Tonsk and Balykchin 
raion radio networks have not extended broadcast services to  a single 
kolkhoz. The Karavan bureau of the Dzhaldabad oblast in the course of 
two and a half years has been unable t o  cover even the Krupskii kolkhoz, 
which i s  s i tuated only f i ve  kilometrea from the raion radio exchange. 
Acccjunts of mismanagement and i n w f e r e n c e  are  also reported from other 
areas. On 21 st February kolkhoenik A. Gadzhiev gave the following 
account i n  Sovetakaya K i r~ i z fya :  "At the beqFTlning of I952 i t  was 
decided t o  s e t  up a radio exchange i n  the a r t e l  P r i ~ o r n y i  of the Chu 
raion. A t  the general meeting of the KoUchozniks it was %reed to 
entrust the organization and direction d th ia  work t o  the kolkhoz 
representative, A, Kuznetsov. His only achievement to  date has been 
t o  a l l o t  a building f o r  the equipment." 

The maintenance w d  repair  of exis t ing ins ta l la t ions  i s  dilatory. 
In the autumn of 1952 a relay I lne was established from the Dzhalalabad 
radio exchange t o  the Blagoveshchendc s e t t l e m t  of the Suak r d o n  a t  
a cost of 10,000 rubles. Soon a f t e r  completion a subscription ~ y ~ t a  
was ins t i tu ted  and three hundred receivere were linked up with the net- 
work. In Feblvary 1953, however, the l ine went out of action and 
nothing has been done since deepite the repeated request8 of the subs- 
cribere f o r  remedial measures. 

Conditions, however, are not uniformly bad and in some of the 
' oblasts the tarqe ts f o r  the extension of coverage have been mt. In 
the rural d i s t r i c t s  of Issyk-Kul oblast, broadcast services are extended 
eveT.y Year- According t o  a report of 7th May 1954 all the sovkhozes 
and a number of W s ta t ions  in t u a  oblaet have been fully covered. 
f if teen kolkhozes have t he i r  own radio exchanges and coverage haa been 
extended t o  thirty-nine agricultural  ar te ls .  Ten other kolkhozes 
t o  be served by the end of this year and over 700 radio receivers w i l l  
be provided to the kolkhozea BolsheviEc, Eriktu, Xhrushchev, and -on- 
ikidze of the T a l q y - 4 ~  raion and 400 receivers to  the kolkhozes = 
Ilyicha and g v e t b i  Put of the Hovo-Voznesensk d o n .  Broadcast cover- 
age 58 being extended t o  the whole of the Kara-3~ r d o n  of 0th oblast 
% the 1 s t  th ie  year work had already been completed i n  four k o ~ l o z e s  
of the Osh raion. 

Radio pr0p.r-s 



day, four  of which a r e  i n  Kirgiz. Once a month there  i s  a kind of 
po l i t ica l  forum when l i s t e n e r s '  questions on p o l i t i c a l  and r e l a t e d  
matters are  answered and discussed. Lectures a r e  frequently given t o  
aid those studying Mandst-Leninist theory. A number of talks are  a l so  
devoted t o  the resolut ions of the Nineteenth Party Congress and sub- 
sequent plenums. Eight times a week there a r e  talks on ag r i cu l tu ra l  
matters in both Russian and Kirgiz. New bu l l e t i n s  a r e  broadcast th ree  
times a day. In s p i t e  of a l l  this the pol i t ico-ideological  l e v e l  of 
many of the programmes i s  s t i l l  considered t o  be low; and i t  i s  s a i d  
that there is Insu f f i c i en t  publ ic i ty  given t o  S t a l i n ' s  work The Economic 
Aspects of Socialism i n  the USSR. The programmes, i t  seems, do not 
re f lec t  the l i f e  and s p i r i t  of the Kirgiz people. They a re  d u l l  in 
content, of ten r e p e t i t i v e  and f a i l  t o  meet the maturing and growing 
needs of the l i s t ene r s .  Many of the programmes a re  a l so  sa id  t o  be 
hurriedly drawn up, improperly ed i t ed  and unimaginatively produced, 
with the r e s u l t  that, many inaccuracies and d i s to r t i ons  are  being per- 
pe tuated. Pa r t i cu l a r ly  unsat isfactory a re  the programmes f o r  r u r a l  
l is teners:  the work of kollchozes, sovkhozes and MT s t a t i o n s  i s  presented 
without any c l e a r  knowledge o r  even e s sen t i a l  data. Too of ten  t a l k s  
bear no r e l a t i o n  t o  the  ac tua l  conditions o r  plans and a re  given by 
people without any prac t i ca l  experience of t h e i r  subject. 

The c u l t u r a l  s ide  of the programmes, although not  neglected, 
receives i n su f f i c i en t  a t tent ion.  Concerts of Russian, Kirgi.z and 

European music a r e  given, but these a re  generally wedged in between 
pol i t ica l  broadcasts and a r e  theref ore more in  the nature of interludes. 
The performances, i t  seems, a l so  suf fer  through the lack of cornpeten.: 
performers as very few r e a l l y  good artists appear before the micro- 
phone. It is  hoped, however, t o  r a i s e  the standard of performance 
in the fu ture  by en l i s t i ng  the s e ~ c e s  of the b e s t  representat ives  of 
the arts. 

W i t y  of transmissions 

Although the Kirgiz WSAAl? and the F m e  radio club have already 
trained many of t h e i r  menibers in the maintenance and running of radio 
ins ta l la t ions ,  and are  cont inual ly providing refresher  courses, the 
shortage of qua l i f ied  personnel i s  s t i l l  acute. b h y  of the  radio 
exchanges a re  s t a f f ed  by untrained o r  semi-trained workers who a r e  
unable t o  make the most of ex is t ing  in s t a l l a t i ons .  The workers of 
the F m e  radio exchange, f o r  instance, have a s  y e t  been unable t o  
achieve c l e a r  and dia  t i n c t  transmissions. Not in f  rec~uently two 
atat ions a r e  transmitted simultaneously and as a r e su l t  there i s  
considerable d i s to r t i on  and interference. Par t icu lar ly  unsatis- 
factory a re  the relays of broadcasts from Moscow. 

The ineff ic iency of the workers, however, i s  not the so le  cause 
of the bad functioning of the rad io  exchanges. Breaks Fn transmission 
are sometimes due t o  pomr  f a i lu re s ;  this appeara t o  be common Fn the 



Dzhety-Oguz, Nizhne-Chu and the  Vasili  ev bas t  crop sovkhoz radio 
exchanges. In the l a t t e r  breaks were so frequent tl lat  in 1953 the 
radio network headquarters a l l o t t e d  a d ie se l  generator designed to 
provide a continuous current. A b u i l d k g  t o  house i t  had to  be buil t ,  
but  the sovkhoz managers who undertook t o  d i r ec t  the work have so f a r  
r e s t r i c t e d  themselves t o  the l a y i n g  of the foundation. 

Conclusion 

The bad functioning of the exis t ing  radio exchanges, the i r  absence 
in many v i l l ages  and d i s t r i c t s  i s  accounted f o r  by the lenient  at t i tude 
of Party o f f i c i a l s ,  the lack of proper supervision and of qualified 
technicians. The extension of broadcast services i s  also seriously 
hampered by the inadequate c r e d i t s  granted by the Agricultural Bank 
t o r  capit,al construction of radio ins t a l l a t ions  in koUchDzes. The 
target  f o r  the spread of radio ins t a l l a t ions  f o r  1954 has been more 
than doubled, bu t  the c red i t s  f o r  the same year have been reduced by 
half.  The sa l e  of loudspeakers i s  a lso  badly organized and there 
appears t o  be a shortage of posts  and cables f o r  overhead lines. 

A rider of correct ive measures have, however, been proposed; 
notably a t ightening up of control,  the repai r  of all the existing 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and the provision of more technicians. By these means, 
i t  i s  hoped tha t  the new and grea t ly  increased ta rge t  w i l l  be achieved. 

Sources 

Central Asian Press. 
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K I R G I Z I A  

T H E  K I R G I Z  T H E A T R E  

A l l  the material f o r  the following a r t i c l e  has been taken from 
Kirgizskii Teatr ('The Kirgiz   heat re) by N. Lvov. (Mc~scow, 1953). 

Introduction - The f i r s t  s teps  - Kirgiz theatre s tudio - The preS- 
war period - The w a r  years - Post-war. period. 

The Kirgiz have an ancient,  t r ad i t iona l  fo lk  art; from the e a r l i e s t  
times, the history of the Kirgiz people. t h e i r  work and t h e i r  way of 
l i f e  have been v i v i d l y  ref lected i n  songs, bal lads and folklore. U n t i l  
the Revolution, however, they had no wr i t ten  l i t e r a t u r e ,  no drama, and 
no written music; and i t  is  only in the l a s t  thirty years that  profess- 
j-0-1 art has developed. 

The new art forms which have developed in recent years are sa id  
to be inseparably bound up with the popular t r ad i t iona l  art of the past.  
Thus, f o r  instance, one of the  most important works of Kirgiz popular 
art, the epic Manas has served a s  the bas i s  of IJIEUIY plays and opera 
l i b r e t t i ,  a s  have the poems Kurmanbek, Sarynzhi-Bokoi, and Dzhanyl- 
W z a .  

The f i r s t  s teps 

In 1924 the  lands inhabited by the Kirgiz were formed i n t o  the 
u r g i z  Autonomous Oblast and two years l a t e r  i n t o  the Kirgiz Autonomous 
Republic. Thence forward a rapid development in the cul ture of the 
G r g i z  people took place. A par t icu lar ly  important ro le  i n  this 
development was played by the teachers '  t raining i n s t i t u t e  a t  Frunze 
M c h  was opened in 1925. Here were assembled a l l  the K i r d z  students 
*o had h i ther to  studied a t  other schools in Central Asia. But the new 
inst;itute was not only an establishment f o r  the t raining of teachers; 
i t  became the cen t ra l  nucleus of the new in te l l igen t s i a ,  future sc ient i s t s ,  
cri t ics,  wr i te rs  and poets. The firLC works of such wri ters  as  Aaly 
Tokombayev, Kasymaly Bayalinov, and Moldogazy Tokobayev began to  appear 
in print.  It was a t  this time t ha t  an  interest awoke in drama: but  
the development of the theatre  proved more d i f f i c u l t  than that  of music 
or l i t e ra tu re ,  both of which had t h e i r  roots  in popular tradition. 



Until the Revolution the great majority of the people had never seen 
acting on the stage, and in te res t  in the theatre was s ta r tedby  Russian 
and Ukrainian theatr ical  companies which sometimes vis i ted  the country. 
Students studying at Tashkent and Illma-Ata on r e tun ing  home also 
described plays they had seen in the Tatar, Kazakh and Uzbek lwguages. 

The f i r s t  play to  be performed in the Kirgiz language was given in 
February 1920 a t  the school d' the vil lage of Qlolpon near F'rzhevalsk. 
It w a s  a one-act comedy i n  verse called Bukulbai written by a local 
school teacher. 

Plays written by the pupils themselves or  translated from Kazakh 
were produced in schools by the schoolchildren themselves. These 
plays usually had no action but were reci ted by the boys s i t t i ng  round 
i n  a c i rc le ;  home-made make-up and costumes were worn and the boys 
dressed in womenqa clothes f o r  the women's parts. 

In the twenties Karakol near Przhevalsk was the chief cultural centre 
of Kirgizia, and It was here that something approaching a professional 
theatre f i r s t  saw l ight .  In the summer holiday6 Kir@ students 
gathered here who, having seen plays acted a t  Tashkent and Alma-Ata, 
became inspired t o  produce the i r  own playa i n  the Kirgiz language. 
From Karakol the experience of the students spread throughout the land 
and stimulated the development of the theatr ical  group a t  the teachersD 
training i n s t i t u t e  a t  Yrunze. The dramatic art section of the inst i-  
tu te  soon began to produce i ts own playwrights, composers and producers, 
mong them the composer Abdylas Maldybayev, the pleywright mymal~ 
Ikhantoshev, and the actress Anvar Kuttubayev, all of whom plagred an 
important role  in the subsequent development of the g i rg ie  p ro fe sa iod  
theatre. 

The Kirfiz theatre studio 

In November I926 the Kirgiz theatre studio was formed; i ts  objects 
=re both to tra5n Kirgiz actors and producers and t o  give theatrical 
performances. The studio a t  f i m t  took on t m t y  students but the 
I-mherS soon grew. The task of quidhg the na t iond  studfo devolved 
on the Russian 1B.N. Yelinin, an actor and producer of Ruesian opera who 
had appeared on the stage a t  both Tashkent and Alma-Ata. Y e w  was 
a capable organizer, a person of great culture, a believer in r e d i s t i c  
art and an opponent of all "formalistn tendencies. D w h g  the season 
1926-27 there were only two instructors a t  the studio, Y e l m  and 
bntsu t s in .  Ya1in.b taught make-up and dancing, and Mantsutsi~l l m i c  
and choral singing. The teachers a t  the etudio wrote the playa; one 
by YelFnin which achieved popularity was Molla Hasreddin. 

The f i r s t  serious and important production of the studio staged 

during the Second gear of i ts  existc!,lce. It was a play based on national 
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l i f e  cal led Kaipylu Kakei ( ~ n l u c ~  Kakel ) , and was wr i t ten  by Moldogazy 
Tokobayev, now well-known, and at t h a t  time a student a t  Przhevalsk. 

A n  important event in the l i f e  of the young na t iona l  s tudio w a s  i t s  
f i r s t  contact with the Russian classics .  In 1927 a troupe of Russian 
players came t o  Frunze, and in 1929 the Kirgiz s tudio produced the 
Inspector-Generalby Gogol and a year  l a t e r  a play by Ostrovskii. Both 
these productions had an enormous influence on the development of the 
Kirgiz theatre. Ruring rehearsals  the producers gave t h e i r  s tudents  
descriptions of Russian l i f e  in the nineteenth century; they a l so  
spoke of Gogol and 0s  t rovski i .  The venal s e l f  -seeking bureaucracy 
depicted by Gogol in the Inspec tor-General was  not unknown t o  the 
older Kirgiz who in pre-revolutionary days had suffered under s imi la r  
officials.  

In i ts  ea r ly  work the Kirgiz studio concentrated above a l l  on 
everything on the s tage  a s  l i f e l i k e  a s  possible. without any 

theatr ical  conven+ions. 

During the summer cf 1930 the whole s tudio made i t s  f i r s t  tour  
beyond the t e r r i t o r i e s  of i t s  own republic, notably t o  Uzbekistan. 
The company v i s i t e d  Tashkent, Samarkand, and Bukhara. Besides plays, 
they also gave concerts a t  which the artists sang, danced, r e c i t e d  and 
played fo lk  music on nat ive s t r i n g  orchestras. In the autumn of 
1930 the s tudio was re-formed i n t o  the S ta t e  Theatre and opened i ts  
season with the play Alym menen Mariya. 

The pre-war period 

In 1930 came the pronouncement on the co l lec t iv iza t ion  of land and 
the young Kirgiz S t a t e  Theat,re played an important ro l e  i n  the propa- 
ganda in support of this measure. The theatres  organized t h e a t r i c a l  
prcduction i n  the v i l lages  and produced plays whose theme was the strwggle 
f o r  Socialism and f o r  land col lect ivizat ion.  Theatrical touring 
companies were pa r t i cu l a r ly  ac t ive  during the harvest season. Plays 
Produced a t  t h i e  tune were mostly corntemporary Russian works adapted t o  
m r g i z  conditions; and the c l a s s i c a l  plays of Gogol and Ostrovskii  
completely disappeared from the repertoire.  

During t h i s  period a "na t iona l i s tn  trend appeared in the Kirgiz 
theatre. There arose a movement opposing the production of Russian 
plays and the employment of Russian producers. In  1932 a t r i logy  of 
~ 1 ~ s  was produced ca l l ed  Academic Evenings; the f i r s t  play showed the 
feudal period of Kirgiz h is tory  i n  glowing colours and t r ad i t i ona l  
dress; the second dca l t  with the colonial  period, and the t h i r d  x i t h  
the Soviet period. Compared t o  the richness and colour of the first 
two plays the th i rd  was s a i d  to be "primitive, vulgar and untl-ue", and 
the t r i logy  was condemned. Fiy 1934, however, several Klrgiz wr i te rs  
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including A. Kuttubayev. the  chief producer of the Kirgiz Sta te  Theatre, 
had wr i t ten  plays dealing with cantemporary themes and f r e e  from 
ideal iza t ion  of the past. 

On Z3rd April  1932 a l l  men of l e t t e r s  of the Soviet Union were 
united in one organization, the Union of Soviet Writers. And in August 
of the same year the Kirgiz Writers' Union was founded. The influence 
of Russia on the thea t r i ca l  l i f e  of Kirg iz ia  began t o  increase. In 
1935 s p e c i a l i s t s  were sent  t o  Kirgizia from Moscow and Leningrad, and 
the same year a K i r d z  s tudio  was s t a r t e d  a t  the Moscow I n s t i t u t e  of 
Dramatic A r t  taking on a t  f i r s t  about t h i r t y  Kirg i t  students, During 
the season 1935-36 a thea t re  f o r  young people was opened at F m e  with 
two sections, one Russian and one Kirgiz. A permanent Russian theatre 
with actors  t rained in the  t r ad i t ions  of the Moscow Art8 Th2atre had a 
grea t  influence on the development of the Kirgiz stage. A t  the same 
time the Kirgiz thea t re  began once again t o  produce Russian c lass ica l  
pleys 

In 1936 the Kirgiz Sta te  Theatre was divided i n t o  two groups, one 
specia l iz ing  in drama and opera and the other in Kirgiz folk music and 
t r ad i t iona l  art. On account of the strong musical t radi t ion  of Kirgiz 
fo lk  art musical drama had always played a prominent pa r t  i n  the Kirgiz 
theatre .  Three important works produced in the period a f t e r  1936 were 
the drama Altyn-lcyz  he Golden ~ i r l )  dealing with the Soviet period, the 
musical drama Adzhal Orduna, which shows the colonial  period, and the 
opera Aichlmek. Al l  were shown at the f e s t i v a l  of Kirgiz art held in 
Moscow in May 1939, The authors were Kirgiz and the music was written 
by the Russian s p e c i a l i s t  i n  Kirgiz fo lk  music, Vlasov. The most 
successful of the three appears to  be Aichurek which i a  based on the 
epic Manas; the authors have retained the s t y l e  and imagery of the 
or ig ina l  and the music i a  based on the t radi t ional  Kirgiz fo lk  melodies. 

The years immediately preceeding the w a r  saw the development of 
U r g i z  opera and ba l le t .  After Aichurek, an opera on the theme of 
Frunze' s explo i t s  on the Turkestan f rmt was w r i t  ten and produced, but 
~ t h o u t ,  apparently, much success. I n  1938 a Russian b a l l c t  rmster, 
N- S* Kholf i n ,  came from Moscow t o  take charge of the newly formed 
b a l l e t  group of the S ta t e  Theatre. He concen t ra t ed  both on the teach- 
ing of c l a s s i c a l  b a l l e t  and on 'the development of a Kirgiz n a t i o n d  style 
of dancing. The f i r s t  nat ional  Kirgiz b a l l e t  was produced in 
1940 and hae been revived since the war. 

Although the S ta t e  Theatre of Kirgizia  concentrated primarily on 
m u s i c a l  WO*S, both b a l l e t  and opera, s t r a igh t  plays were produced 
at the F ~ v n z e  theatre  f o r  young people (TTUZ). These included both 
c l a s s i ca l  m r k e  such as  plays by &l iere ,  Lope de Vega, and Goqol, 
and modern Kirgie playa based on folklore themera. Among the l a t t e r  
were  Sarvnzhi-Bokoi, which was acted in both Ruaaien and Kirgiz theatre% 
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and Ulug mergen   he Great ~ u n t e r )  a fantasy set in "the kingdom under 
the earth." 

In the meantime Kirgiz students a t  the I n s t i t u t e  of Dramatic A r t  
(GITIS) i n  Moscow s tudied  Ostrovskii, Shakespeare, and even produced 
King Lear. In 1939 the s tudents  returned to  Kirgizia  and joined the 
theatres of the republic  bringing with them t h e i r  wide cu l ture  and t h e i r  
sk i l l  in ac t ing  l e a r n t  in the  t r ad i t i ons  of Stanis lavski i .  This r e a l i s -  
t i c  approach became the  b a s i s  of a l l  Kirgiz drama. 

Up t o  1934 there had been only one p r o d n c i a l  thea t re  i n  Kirgizia. 
This was a t  Osh and was opened i n  1930 t o  give plays in Uzbek. Later 
theatres were s t a r t e d  at  Uzgen, Przhevalsk, and a t  Naryn. These 
theatres developed out of l o c a l  groups of amateurs, and only l a t e r  were 
they strengthened with professional  ac tors  and producers. Both Kirgiz 
and Russian plays were produced, Pushkin' s The Stone Guest having grea t  
Success a t  Naryn. 

The war years 

The outbreak of t he  Second World War was the s igna l  f o r  the produc- 
tion of many plays and operas with p a t r i o t i c  themes. Many composers, 
actors, s ingers  and dancers were evacuated t o  Central Asia, and the 
repertory of the Kirgiz thea t res  was considerably enlarged. In 1941- 
42 the chief oucccsses of the E r g i z  opera was the production of 
Tchaikovski s Eugene Onegin, and of a two-act opera by Vlasov ca l led  
The Patr iots ,  which had a s  i ts  theme the dispatch of volunteers t o  the 
fmnl;, A play which met with success was the Black Cloud by 
E~hmambetov; the scene i s  s e t  in the Ukraine during i ts occupation by 
the Germans, and the theme i s  of two fami l ies  whose a t t i t u d e  t o  the 
W a r  is  d i f f e ren t ,  the members of one joining the part isans,  while the 
others t r y  t o  keep out of the war with the r e su l t  t ha t  they f e l l  victims 
to the "Fascis t  plunderers". Other plays tha t  were produced a t  this 
time were &  he oath)  and General suvbrov. In s taging the la ther ,  
the producer t r i e d  t o  create  a ~ a t r i o t i c  atmosphere which would serve 

A. - 
a" 811 example of " the unconquerable Russian m." A t  the  time 
W c l a s s i ca l  plays were produced including Shakespetue'e Twelfth N i & t  - 
Which was the f i r s t  c l a s s i c a l  play t o  be produced by a m r d z  - and 
% o l P s  Inspector-General. 

_The post-war per iod 

Few Klrgiz plays appeared in the  f i r s t  years a f t e r  the war apar t  
from those based on h i s t o r i c a l  o r  fo lk lore  themes, such a s  the play 
K-bek. The repertoly consietc4 mostly of c lavs ica l  plays and of 
f m s l a t i o m  of contemporary Russian authors. Among these were 
ShOnov's A Russian Question, and The Younp, Guard, adapted from Fade~ev ' s  
novel. 
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In order t o  enrich the repertory with modern Kirgiz plays a series 
of competitions were held between 1947 and 1950 f o r  Kirgiz playwrights. 
The 1950 competition produced several plays devoted t o  themes of current 
i n t e r e s t  such a s  the re-grouping of the kolkhozes o r  the work of doctors 
i n  the mountainous areas of the Tien Shan, or  prospecting f o r  oil. A 
notable p i m g h t  was a yo journal is t  Abdummov, who wrote among 
others  the  play Zamandashtar ? The contemporaries); his plays are, 
however, c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  lack of dramatic conf'lict. Contemporary 
Kirgiz plays were on the whole unsat isfactoly,  and in 1949-50 the 
repertory was enriched by the production of Othello, and the revival of 
Unlucky Kakei. In the 1950-51 season matters were improved by the 
appearance of a new Kirgiz play We are  not  what w e  were which deals with 
the l i f e  of a newly reorganized kollchoz; this work is  considered to 
sho~r t h a t  the  Kirgiz thea t re  has a t  l a s t  produced a work of maturity, 
and the f i n e  ac t ing  of the Kirgiz troupe in Othello proves that the 
Kirgiz theatre  can rank among the bes t  of the nat ional  theatres of the 
Soviet Union. In the f i e l d  of opera and b a l l e t ,  progress was not 
easy. The opera Was, based on the epic of the same name, was withdrawn 
in 1948, but in the following years operas such a s  Traviata, Carmen, and 
the Queen of Spades were produced with grea t  success; and in 1950-51 a 
Kirgiz opera on a contemporary theme, On the Banks of the Iss~k-Kul, 
showed tha t  in the opera t ic  f i e l d  too Kirgizia  could hold her own. 
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T U R K M E N I S T A N  

T A L E S  O F  T H E  T U R K M E N  P E O P L E :  

A T A  K A U S H U T O V ' S  F I N A L  W O R K  

The recent death a t  the age of f i f t y  of Ata Kaushutov has deprived 
Turkmenistan of one of her  rrlost t a l en t edwr i t e r s .  Novelist, journa l i s t  
and short-story wri ter ,  Kaushutov w a s  a l so  an  expert on hls na t ive  
folklore and one of the founders of modern Turkmen drama. From his 
ear l ies t  days Kaushutov was brought up t o  h o w  and love t r ad i t i ona l  
kkrnen poci,!.y, f o r  his mother was a famous popular s tory- te l le r ,  and 
love f o r  his na t iona l  art, i s  considered one of the s t rongest  influences 
in Kaushutov s works. A second formative influence was t h a t  of Russian 
Literature: a f t e r  a t  tending high school in Ashkhabad Kaushutov f o r  a 
time s tudied i n  Moscow and he returned t o  h i s  nat ive country t o  become 
the f i r s t  e d i t o r  of the T u r h e n  Komsomol newspaper and the founder and 
director of the f i r s t  t h e a t r i c a l  s tudio of Turkmenistan, For h i s  
services t o  l i t e r a t u r e  and t o  society - pa r t i cu l a r ly  during the l a s t  - Kaushutov was awarded the order of the Red Banner and other 
distinctions.  In s p i t e  of these successes, however, during his l i f e -  
time hushu tov  was  many t h e s  severely c r i t i c i z e d  (see C.A.R Vol. I, 
NO- 3) - one of h i s  crimes being tha t  of M l i c t i n g  a b o i l  commonly 
found among the Twkmen on a Russian character  in one of his novels. 
KaushutovDs novels, however, achieved grea t  pouularlty and three of 
them, Mekhri and Vepa, Vepa. Grandson of Mer~en and At the Footh i l l s  
of the Kopetdag have been t r ans l a t ed  i n t o  Russian, a s  a l so  has his 
laat  work, a co l lec t ion  of sho r t  s to r i e s ,  The Family of the Hunter 
Kanaym. 

This book has received high pra ise  from all p a r t s  of the W o n  and 
the course of this year has been favourably reviewed in Utera turnaya  

@Zeta and Druzhba Narodov. It i s  in t e re s t ing  tha t  both reviewers pick 
on the same phrase in one of the s t o r i e s  t o  show the underlying theme 
of Kaushutovgs work: *One of the t a l e s  of Ata Kaushutov," wri tes  
Gerashnova Fn Idteraturnaya Gazeta, "ends with the notable phrase 
'Everything connected with the people is  alwavs precious. ' These 
words could be placed as an epigraph t o  The l?&iy of the  Hunter 
8an_dym. - . . . f o r  the hero of the work i s  the courageous and hard 
"orking Turkmen people." Durnovo, writing in ~ r u z h b a  Narodov, 
em.,+asises the same phrase as expressing the bas ic  idea of the book, 
md goea on: wh the  s e r i e s  of p ic tures  and images which t h i s  slender 
volume presents is unfolded before the reader the l i f e  of the k l a n e n  
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people from the time of the  Bukhara emirate and the foreign invasions 
t o  the  yea r s  of the post-war Five-Year Plans when the l i f e  of the 
Turkmen people took on a new form and a new prosperity. . . ." 

Both reviewers analyse the  first and perhape most s i w i c a n t  story 
of the co l lec t ion ,  The Last Overseer, in which, says Durnovo, "the 
c rea t ive  powers of the  author a r e  seen a t  t h e i r  b r ightes t , "  This i s  
the  stoxy of the gent le ,  aged blacksmith Karly who "never i n  his l i f e  
has spoken a harsh word t o  anyone. " He accepts h i s  poverty f a t a l i s t i -  
c a l l y  and even reprimands those of his fel low peasants who speak against 
t he  i n j u s t i c e s  of t h e i r  feudal  landlords,  the baia. But then, with 
the  course of events  - the "elect ions" f o r  t he  new overseer, the shame- 
l e s e  extort iona made by t h i s  new r u l e r  of the v i l lage ,  the fa i lure  of 
the harvest  and the famine - Karly 's  eyes are opened. He comes to 
r e a l i z e  his r i g h t s  a s  a man and the i n j u s t i c e  and dece i t  of the existing 
s o c i a l  order, Because he is  s incere  and single-hearted the realization 
of i n j u s t i c e  comes t o  Karly a s  the  r ea l i za t ion  tha t  he must f igh t  against 
it, and he starts t o  i n c i t e  the v i l l a g e  aga ins t  t h e i r  rulers.  "The 
very f a m i l i a r i t y  of this subjec tn  says Durnovo, "the f i r s t  conflict  
between the poor peasant and the r i c h  landlord - puts  one on one's guard: 
what w i l l  the  author  say t h a t  is  new7 How can he in t e re s t  his reader 
wfio has SO many times already l i v e d  through similar conf l ic t s  i n  books?" 
But i t  seems tha t  a theme, however hacheyed, i s  never d u l l  when i t  i s  
t r e a t e d  by a t rue  artist and, contirmes Dumovo, "from the opening 
pages of the t a l e  we followed the  f a t e  of the hero with growing 
attention. " 

Both reviewers p ra i se  Kaushutov's "wise and s d t l e  humourH that 
lvns through this story, the  i rony with which he describes the "elections" 
of the new overseer o r  how Nabat, Karly's wife, has f o r  many years 
opened the  door of he r  t e n t  t o  t he  s e t t i n g  sun and said: "kt riches 
and happiness e n t e r  our tent." This apparently insignif icant  detail ,  
comments Durnovo, " ra i see  before our eyes the  whole outlook of the 
people whose consciousness i s  clouded by a web of ancient supersti t iom 
handed down from generation t o  generation. Again,  haw delicate i s  
Kaushutoves treatment of the  conclusion of the  s t o r y d r l y  does not 
become a great  popular leader  o r  a revolutionary, f o r  he and the whole 
v i l l age  a re  c rue l ly  punished. Yet so r e a l i s t i c  is  Kaushutov's char=- 
t e r i z a t i o n  tha t  even In Karly' s most b i t t e r  moment he and his wife can 
joke together, and, c m h e d  by the sense of his own helplessness Karly 
accepts h i s  f a t e  with sorrowful r e s i p t i o n .  "If the ending had been 
otherwise, " comrnenta Durnovo, "the dramatic f a t e  of the old blacksmith 
would not have been so movingly vivid and touching. " 

The f igure  of the o ld  blacksmith i e  drawn with great  a r t i s t i c  
conviction; by h i s  choice of d e t a i l  which d v e s  at the same time an 
authentic living background and a convincing psychological portrait ,  
hushutov  has shown i n  t h i s  t a l e  t ha t  he can wr i te  "with a s t rewth  
inherent only i n  a t rue  a r t i s t  of S o c i a l i s t  c a l l i n g  The 
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noticeable r e s t r a i n t  i n  describing the act ions and the inner  world of 
h i s  heroes, which dist inguishes the work of Kaushutov, is  the s t rongest  
s ide of his ta len t .  H i s  own opinions afd cha rac t e r i s t i c  turns of 
phrase a r e  t o t a l l y  absent from h i s  ta les .  The very material  of l i f e  
here speaks f o r  i t s e l f .  " 

Indeed, in h i s  technique a s  a wr i te r  Kaushutov i s  akin t o  Chekhov. 
In the t a l e -  The Family of the Hunter M d y m ,  f o r  instance, Akchagul in 
the absence of h e r  husband, the aged hunter Kandym, rekeives the news 
of her  son 's  death during the  reat at P a t r i o t i c  War." Kaushutov 
describes the gr ie f  of the mother with bu t  one hardly percept ible  de ta i l :  
when Kan- r e tu rns  from hunting he not ices  tha t  the donkeys s t r e t c h  out 
t h e i r  muzzles t o  him in hunger and he r ea l i ze s  t h a t  h i s  wife has for-  
gotten t o  feed them. By this d e t a i l  the reader understands Akchagul's 
s i l e n t  gr ie f  which overrides even a l i fe - long  habi t  of work. It is, 
comments Durnovo, t h i s  "f ine sense of measure and extreme r e s t r a in t ,  
even bareness, i n  describing s t rong emotion tha t  again and again reminds 
us of Chekhov." "And indeed, " he goes on, "the t a l e s  of Kaushutov and 
the foremost works of Russian l i t e r a t u r e  have in common t h e i r  r e a l i s t i c  
approach; every t r i v i a l i t y  of l i f e  and every psychological d e t a i l  serves 
the underlying theme of the story, not  a r t i f i c i a l l y  but  f i d y  welded 
in to  it." 

It appears, however, tha t  Kaushutov" work i s  not always on this 
leve l  and at times " i n  the exposition of ce r t a in  psychological sitm- 
tions,  a ce r t a in  clumsiness, not ye t  overcome by the young Turkmen 
school of prose-writing ean still  be f e l t . "  This i t  seems is  t h e  case 
in one of the  episodesWin the ta le ,  The Return of Se.k h i  -. This s tory  
has an in t e re s t ing  p lo t ;  Sakhi, brother  of the kolkhm nanager Sapa, 
re turns t o  his na t ive  Turkmenistan a f t e r  a long absence in Afghanistan. 
Through the eyes of Sakhi, Kaushutov shows the unheard of changes t h a t  
have taken place i n  his nat ive vi l lage.  =Where once there stood the  
dark and ragged ten ts ,  now new b r igh t  houses have been b u i l t  f o r  the 
kolkhozniks of the v i l l a g e  artel; " a l l  the contemporaries of Sakhi 
a re  now educated men "while he, Sakhi, i s  still blind and in darkness, 
just  as he w a s  in the days of the Ekkhara emirate." Later, Sakhi is  
received i n t o  the kolkhoz and ent,ers i n t o  the new l i f e  with h i s  whole 
heart ,  becoming one of the kolkhoz's hardest workers. But i n t e re s t -  
ing though the s tory  is, some scenes are somewhat sketchi ly drawn. 
For instance, when Sakhi 's  mother sees  her  son f o r  the f i r s t  time 
a f t e r  his long years  abroad she exclaims: "Well, so i ts  you! May 
Your face blacken from shame! O r  have you no shame and no conscience?" 
"Here," says Durnovo, "is only one emotion - anger, but no words have 
been found t o  express the complex shades of tha t  f ee l ing  in the mother 
while even the bystanders a t  this Bcene e moved t o  sympathy and p i t y  
a t  the s ight  of the unhappy and bewildered Sakhi. * 

This Is not the only c r i t i c i sm Durnovo makes of the book. The 



POUTICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS - 34.2 - TURKMENISTAN 

heroes of t h i s  co l lec t ion  of t : , les ,  the hunter Kangvm, the pat ient  to i le r  
Karly, o r  the eager, ever young Niyazmurad, are a l l  men accustomed to  
ga in  t h e i r  hard earned bread w i t h  t h e i r  own hands and t o  give all the i r  
s t r eng th  to  t h e i r  work on the land; they are al ike i n  t h e i r  pcwerful 
build,  broad shoulders and la rge  work-scarred hands; they are f u l l  of 
the conunon sense and hard experience of the  people. "It i s  understand- 
able," wr i t e s  Durnovo, " tha t  these o ld  men, the l i v i n g  embodiments of 
the s p i r i t  and h i s to ry  of the people should have a t t r ac ted  the attention 
and sympathy of the author. But the trouble i s  thatthey, i n  fac t ,  are 
the  main and almost the only heroes of the tales .  And such an arrange- 
ment cannot but have e f f e c t  on the tenor of the collection: contempor- 
ary l i f e  in a koUrhoz is  described in a markedly l e s s  colourful and 
more s t i l t e d  manner, and the f igures  of the  new men of Socia l i s t  
Turkmenistan are only sketched. This constant return t o  the past is  
a f ea tu re  even in those t a l e s  whose ac t ion  takes place in  Soviet times. 
Th is  is, of course, a t  times a conscious technique. The contrast  in 
sty1.e gives the p ic tures  of the past  an even greater  emphasis. But the 
repeated use of t h i s  method in the t a l e s  in  the present col lect ion not 
only makes the subject  matter one-sided but i t  a lso  shows a ra ther  
lhn i t ed  artistic techniqueo . . .'I This does not  man, however that  
Kaushutov was incapable of wri t ing about contemporary rea l i ty ;  his 1as.t 
two novels Mekhri and Vepa and A t  the Foc th i l l s  of the Kopetda4 prove 
how f r u i t f u l  was KaushutovDs treatment of contemporary vi l lage l i f e .  
Indeed, 'the acuteness and a c t u a l i t y  of t h e  he presents in the 
novels, his a b i l i t y  t o  depiot h u m l  characters and popular way of l i f e  
have placed Ata Kaushutov in the ranks of the  foremost wr i te rs  of 
Turkmenistano . . ." 

But i f  Kaushutov turns  more to  the pas t  than to  the  present in his 
col lec t ion  of ta les ,  The Family of the ~ G t e r  Kandym, i t  is  perhaps 
because here, more than in any other work, he i s  consdously writing in 
the t r ad i t ions  of popular Turkmen art, which he inher i ted  from his 
mother. Some of the t a l e s ,  indeed, such a s  Kadzhar-=a, 'Purlanen Horses 
and The Turkmen Carpet are not s t o r i e s  i n  the t rue  sense of the word. 
"without a subject o r  a single underlying theme and without developed 
characters  they remind one ra ther  of sketches from popular l i f e  or  
h i s t o r i c a l  scenes." In form they a re  l i k e  res t ra ined  t radi t ional  oral 
bal lads,  and a l a rge  p a r t  i s  played by the s tory- te l le r  who moves the 
readers a r b i t r a r i l y  from one country t o  another or from the present to  
the past. There are many joking asides from the s tory-tel ler ,  such as 
the beginning of the t a l e  Kadzhar-aga, "Well: the dogs have carr ied off 
and chewed up my old hat. And without i t  what s o r t  of a s tory-tel ler  
am I? bll q strength w a s  in tha t  hat. . . ." These s t o r i e s  are full 
of the natural and viv id  ir,tonations of' popular speech md, adds Dur'novo, 
"as proof t ha t  this techniquca is not just a conventional s ty l iza t ion  but 
an expression of organic unity with the subject i s  the f a c t  that  the 
reader hardly notices it, f o r  he i s  c d e d  away by the simplicity and 
vividness of the events unfolding under h i s  eyes. . . ." I n  one of the 
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tales, the s tory- te l le r  Wiyazruurad t e l l s  of the struggles of the Turk- 
men against the shahs of Pers ia  and the Khans of Khiva who were 
plundering and laying waste the i r  land. "Not the Khivansl A t  t ha t  
time no one gave orders; they knew themselves what t o  do. They took 
up the i r  arms, mounted t h e i r  horses and galloped t o  the help of the 
neighbouring stronghold. Such was the custom of our grandfathers and 
great-grandfathers. And i f  horse was l e f t  i d l e  i t  meant tha t  i ts 
owner was dead o r  dying. There could be no othdr reason . . . ." 
"It seemg"coments Durnovo, Hthat  the dramatic strength of this t a l e  l i e s  
in the very contrast between the peaoeful narration and the violent  and 
often te r r i fy ing  subject.'' 

In t h i s  s tory Kaushutov gives the picture of the Turkmen people 
scattered in iso la ted  communities but, with the i r  inborn sense of unity, 
r is ing unanimously t,o the defence of t h e i r  homeland. "The idea i s  
emphasized,' says the reviewer, " that  nat ional  enmity i s  a l i en  to the 
s p i r i t  of the common people. . . .n and from this story, a s  from the 
many others i n  the book, there stands out the image of the people, 
unbroken and unsubdued in whom courage and steadfastness are  a l l i e d  
to the love of freedom and a genuine humanism. . . . " It is, in fact ,  
the people of Turkmenistan who are the theme and the  heroes of Kaushutov': 
Last worko Every aspect of t h e i r  l i f e  i s  shown. Kaushutov, indeed, 
"has the s t r ik ing  a b i l i t y  t o  see in a carpet,  i n  a popular t radi t ion,  in 
any de ta i l  of everyday U f e  the work. his tory and fantasy of his people." 
To the reader unfamiliar with Turkmenistan, "the t a l e s  open a window 
on to a way of l i f e  h i ther to  unknown. . . . And, concludes Durnovo, 
"on reading the book one i s  l e f t  with the impression tha t  not only have 
we come t o  h o w  the homeland of the author but besides we have seen 
W things with our own eyes and have l ived  through them in our 
hearts. 

It is  not f o r  nothing that  Kaushutov i s  considered t o  have made 
an original  and in teres t ing  contribution t o  " the m u l  t i -nat ional  
u t e r a t u r e  of the Sovlet Won." 

Sources - 
1. Literaturnaya Gazeta. 

3- Central Asian Press. 
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K A Z A K H S T A N  

H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  

Introduction - Growing demands nnd ourrent expansion - Bn outspoken 
newspaper comment - Spas and ranatorf l  - Medical training - 
Medical research. 

Since the Russian Revolution there has been a considerable expansion of 
the publlc health aervices i n  Kazakhstan in COIIUIIO~ with the other repub- 
l i c s  of Central Asia. In 191 4 the t e r r i t o r i e s  now included in the 
Kazalch SSR had only 98 hospitals  with a t o t a l  of 1,800 beds; in 1951 
the f igures had r isen t o  706 hospitals (200 urban and 506 rural) with 
32,722 beds (22,000 in towns and the r e s t  i n  rural districts). In 
addition, 104 dispensaries and cl inics,  50 f i r s t -a id  stations and 16 
air ambulance units were serving the republic i n  I 9 5 l e  In I 9 l L  there 
were 119 doctors in the t m e  and 77 in the villages; in I951 there were 
6,157, including 1,614 in the rural areas. Middle grade medical per- 
aonnel - medical assistants ,  nursea and midwives - numbered 18,673 in 
the l a t t e r  year and of these 7,836 were working i n  rural distr icts .  

In the past a high t o l l  of l i f e  was taken by such diseases as 
plague, cholera, anthrax (8ibirskaya ~ a z v a )  , leprosy, small-pox, d a r i 4  
tuberculosie and typhus. In recent yews i t  i s  claimed that plague, 
cholera and small-pox have been eliminated, while there has been a 
considerable reductiun in the incidence of trachoma, malaria, tuberdo-  
a i s ,  venereal disease and ty-phus, 

The prophylactic Easuxwnow taked to  prevent disease, and 
the increased f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  treatment are saving and. prolonging human 
l i fe*  h the f i e l d  of preventive medicine there are 237 anti-epidemic 
stations, 100 anti-malaria a tations, 90 dis-infestation stations, 180 
bacteriological laboratories and 18 centree of mass education. HearlY 
every r d o n  now has its apecia l is ts  i n  wdfcine - aurgeone, pediatri- 
c iam,  therapiste, gynaecologieta and physicians. There are 29 medical 
centma run by varous M u a t r i a l  concern t o  supplement the work of the 
raion medical services. 

Spec id  mention muat be made of the mii tedty  and child welfare 
*eMceaa 1953 the nlmber of beds f o r  maternity case8 in the 
hoepitale of the republic to ta l led  2,573 in the t m s  and 1,841t in the 
villages. Wt year them were 372 maternity and child weware &me 
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centres, 174 of them being in the rural areas. Kazakhstan has 34 
chi ldren 's  hospi ta l s  with 2,690 beds, i n  addit,ion t o  the 3,000 beds 
reserved f o r  chi ldren in general hospi tals .  Children9 s homes have 
I ,  264 beds and there a re  creches wi th  14,110 be& in the towns and 7,780 
beds in the vi l lages.  

Growinp demands and current expansion 

These s t a t i s t i c s  convey very c lear ly  a picture of nanifold increase 
in heal th services hi a region t h a t  prac t ica l ly  s t a r t e d  from scra tch  
fo r ty  years ago. The r e s u l t  of heal th propaganda, coupledwith the 
incremes in population of the a rea  due in par t  t o  preventibe heal th 
services and c h i l d  welfare work and in par t  t o  the inf lux  of new se t t l e r s ,  
hag however, increased the demand f o r  medical services over t h e i r  ac tua l  
provision. !Thus the Kazakh press,  while reporting current expansion and 
progress, a l so  r e f l e c t s  l oca l  discontent wherever things are not going 
well or  not moving f a s t  enough t o  keep pace with +,he growing needs of 
the repliblic. Press  reports indica te  tha t  the rider of hospi ta l s  and 
dispensaries in the  republic has now increased by 10.5 per  cent over 
the 1952 figure. New i n s t i t u t i o n s  ape opened every year and work i s  in 
progress on schemes in the Karagernda, &at-Kazakhstan, South-Kazakhstan, 
Pavlodar and other oblasts. Several new creches a re  being opened. 

In the k a g a n d a  oblaat develop~lents i n  1953 included a r i s e  in the 
nunher of hospi ta l  beds by 500, the op- of the f i r s t  block of the 
~ e c t i o u s  dlseaaes hospi tal  a t  Karaganda i t s e l f  with 300 beds, the 
opening of a CMC at No. 1 Cool Mine and the organization of 10 new 
creches w i t h  458 beds. 

In Alma-Ata, lhhanibul, Guryev, Aktyubinak and other  oblas ts 15 
new h o e p i t d s  are t o  be opened f o r  rural needs, while other hospi ta l s  
are being enlarged. The rural areas have also obtained 200 new mid- 
e e r y  and dispenaary uentree run by medical assietants .  The new anti- 
b io t i c s  - eluuolin, streptoqyoin, syntoqycin, eto. - are  widely used and 
the methoda of treatment evolved by Pavlov are generally employed. 

Complaints of shortage8 are ,  however, voiced from an.n.y quarters. 
The most serioua problem aeems to  be tha t  of t rained personnel. Not 
only are doctors not numerous enough t o  meet the nee& of the new 
services, but they a re  not always employed t o  the bes t  effect.  A t  
times a doctor has been known t o  draw the salary f o r  two d i f fe rent  posts  
without discharging the dut ies  of e i ther .  In the rural areas some 
doctors are  sa id  to at tend diapensariee very l a t e  in the day. Others 
leave the v i s i t i n g  of sick pereons in t h e i r  homes to nurses and medical 
aesis tants .  The t ra in ing  of these "middle grade medical personneln is  
a180 not given the a t ten t ion  i t  requires,  according t o  Kazakhstanska~a 
Pravda. The same paper has voiced  any camplainte about the hospi ta l  
servicea In the h a k h  capital. It t e l l s  of a hospi ta l  where bed linen 
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i s  changed fo r tn igh t ly  and braken bedsteads a r e  t i e d  up with bandages. 
It a l l eges  t h a t  pa t i en t s  a r e  not  t r e a t e d  with understandjag and sympathy, 

A t  a gathering of physicians held a t  Karaganda l a t e  i n  i 953, com- 
p l a i n t s  of delays i n  building were heard. The chief physician of the 
Dzhezkazgan h o s p i t a l  and the doctor in charge of Karaganda Town's 
pub l i c  hea l th  department complained of delays a f fec t ing  t h e i r  respec- 
t i v e  charges. 

An outspoken newspaper coment  

Last January Kazakhstanskaya Pravda published a comment on the 
running of the  Alma-Ata f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i o n  which i s  reproduced below. 

A s ~ n g l e  f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i o n  is no t  by i t s e l f  of su f f i c i en t  importance 
in a na t iona l  hea l th  serv ice  t o  form the bas i s  of any conclusions. 
The d i f f i c u l t i e s  of pioneers in public  hea l th  work must a l so  be consid- 
e red  in assessing achievements. But the fact.  remains tha t  the s ta t ion  
is  in the  c a p i t a l  of the countryc 

The paper s a id ,  "A f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i o n  was s e t  up a t  Alma-Ata in 
1928; i t  was accommodated i n  a semi-basement on Soviet  Street .  
Twenty-six years  have passed, bu t  t he  f i r s t - a i d  serv ice  i s  still 
operat ing f ram its semi-basement. 

"From a narrow, small cor r idor  one en te r s  a room which serves a t  
one and the same time a s  waiting-room, dressing-room, off ice.  pharmacy 
and i s o l a t i o n  room. When several  pa t i en t s  a r e  brought in a t  the same 

they l i e  there  while the  case of one of t h e i r  n d e r  i s  diagnosed* 

"TO operate under normal conditions,  the f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i on  should 
have a dressing-room, an of f ice ,  a room f o r  diagnosis,  an i so l a t ion  
room f o r  i n fec t ious  cases  and even a small operation room. But who 
would dream of i t  here? Next t o  the dressing-room i s  the despatch 
room of the f i r s t - a i d  s tat ion.  I n  t h i s  t i ny  room, a t  a small table  
with four  telephones, sits an o ld  man - the chief duty doctor - and two 
messengers. They receive telephone c a l l s ,  and then run to  f i nd  the 
doctore, s i s t e r s  and drivers.  Much time is thus wasted f o r  want of 
a proper system of c a l l  be l l s .  

"Four rest-rooms f o r  doctors,  a s s i s t a n t s  and s i s t e r s ,  male nurses 
and dr ive r s  complete the ta l ly .  These rooms a re  necessary as the staff 
a re  on duty f o r  twenty-four hours, b u t  how can people r e s t  in t.he= 
d i r ty ,  dsmp, small rooms? Cots rue placed close t o  one another in two 
t i e r s .  blany of the beds have no mattresses  and the sheets  are  dirty.  
The duty s taff  prepare t h e i r  meals in the rooms in which they rest0 
Often doctors and nurses  a t tend  t o  p a t i e n t s  in d i r t y  overal ls  because 
the washing is  given out t o  people who are in no hurry t.o del iver  i t  on 
time, 
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HThe Alma-Ata f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i o n  i s  supposed to  be a Class I 
stat ion and a few other  sub-statians should have been opened i n  other 
quarters of the town. Only one of these, however, has been s e t  up - 
i n  the Kaganovich quarter  - so tha t  mhulances of ten have t o  go eight  
to  ten kilometres and back t o  f e t ch  a patient.  There a r e  not  enough 
ambulances; ins tead  of the I f S  t o  18 needed, the  s t a t i o n  only has nine 
and two small -Moskvich cars, which a r e  of no p rac t i ca l  use owing t o  
their  small s i ze .  There i s  no garage a t  the first-aid s t a t i o n  and 
the ambulances are in  the yard all the year round under rain and snow. 
Car repa i rs  a l so  take place in the yard. T i l l  1968 the s t a t i o n  had 
i ts own small mechanical workshop but this was closed a s  'not being up 
to date technically.  ' A l l  these conditions a re  handicaps t o  the pro- 
per operation of the A h a - A t a  f i r s t - a i d  s tat ion.  " 

Rural heal th  serv ices  

To a t tend  t o  the thousands of herdsmen and t h e i r  fami l ies  who 
spend much of t h e i r  time in remote pasture areas,  many medical centres  
and f i r s t - a i d  s t a t i ons  have been opened. In 1953 alone 15 new medical 
centres and 69 f i r s t . -a id  posts, a l l  operated by medical a s s i s t an t s?  were 
started. Maternity oentres and creches a r e  a l so  on the imcrease i n  
the countryside. Hospitals and dispensaries a re  being opened in a l l  
the rai.on headquarters. 

Work i s  st i l l  i n  the s tage of organization i n  many places and 
what remains t o  be done i s  kept before the publ ic  eye by the loca l  
press. Thus i t  seems tha t  pa t i en t s  have even t o  bring t h e i r  own 
cushions and crockery t o  the hospi ta l  at Ili in the Alma-Ata oblast ;  
that  the Skotovod sheep-rearing sovkhoz in the Turgen raion (Alma- 
Ata o b l a i F n o t  v i s i t e d  by a s ingle  doctor from September 1953 
t o  h y  1954; t h a t  only one of the eight  grazing areas in Kurgaldzha 
r d o n  ( b l i n s k  oblast)  has a medical s ta t ion ,  though the a reas  a r e  
200 kilometres from the kolkhoz v i l lages ;  and t ha t  many medical 
workers a r e  absent f r m  t h e i r  pos ts  f o r  WYS a t  a time. 

The problem of o r g d z i n g  hea l th  services  in the  new lands of 
h a k h s t a n  has to be faced. Last July a report  from the Yasnaya 
Polyana settlement,  Kokchetav oblast ,  s a id  t h a t  in this settlement 
with over 1,000 inhabi tants  one medical as s i s t an t  and one nurse a r e  
the t o t a l  heal th  service staff .  The medical cent re  i s  often unable 
even t o  render f i r s t - d d  as i t  i s  not w e l l  supplied with drugs. 
Hospital cases have t o  be sent  t o  the raion o r  the oblas t  headquarters. 
A few new dispensaries  have been opened in the new lands and a group 
of qual i f ied chemists f r a n  the Ukraine have a r r ived  i n  the area. 

8pas and sanatoria  

b n ~ '  new sanator ia  :u;j spas have been establ ished Fn the hills 
of hakhstan  which a re  attended by v i s i t o ra  from places a s  far away 



as the Urals, Wscow and Sakha lh  island. The chief of these health 
resor t s  are Borovoye, Ahm-Arosan, hrosan-Kopal, Kamenskoye Plateau, 
I[uyaldy, Chimgau, Y q -  I t ~ ~ r & m  and Bul. Borovoye i s  of all-Union impor- 
tance. Thoilsands of peoplc come here every year because of i t s  beauty. 
"Thick pine woods descend d m  the h i l l s  to the very shores of numerous 
lakes f i l l e d  with c rys ta l  c lear  water. The aLr of Borovoye - all>solu.te- 
ly pure and impregnated with the fragrance of the e ther ic  o i l s  a' coni- 
ferous woods - possesses extraordinary healing properties, especially 
f o r  lung casea. " Eight kilometres from Borovoye i s  the Mai-Baiylc Lake, 
with i ts  mineral waters similar t o  those of the Caucasian spa of Essen- 
tuki and hen* kilometres away i s  the group of Balpash-Bhor lakes with 
t he i r  medicinal mud. TRus Borovoye offers, o r  is  near t o  places which 
offer, cures f o r  mamy t,ypes of complaint - in tes t ina l  and stomach 
trollbles, a r l e c t i om of the l ive r ,  rheumatism, a r th r i t i s ,  etc. The 
6,0.n, people who came t o  the spa in 1 953 included h e r e  from Karaganda 
and MOSCOW, metallurgical workers from Balkhash, Ust-Kamenogorsk, the 
U r a l s  and the Far East, o i l  workers f r o m  the =a region and Sakhalin 
and others f ram f a r  and w i d e .  Treatrent a t  the spa usually kd-ngs 
good r e su l t s  and 70 t o  80 per cent of those who come here are in normal 
health i n  a short time. In the circumstances the number of people 
wanting admission t o  the sanatorium i s  very p a t  and not a l l  can be 
accommodated. 

k n y  of the defects in the p d l i c  health service i l l  Kazakhstan a r i s e  
from the shortage of qualif ied 1~adica.1 personnel. The Medical Inst i tute 
of the Kazakh Sta te  University a t  Aluia-Ata qualif ies about 500 physicians 
and surgeons every year. It has four specialized facu l t i e s  and the 
n d e r  of chairs  and laboratories is  continuously on the increase. 4 
new surgery block has been completed recently and a special  hostel has 
been opened f o r  women atudents of Kazakh extraction. 

Besides the Alum-Ata medical sahool, two other medical institutes 
hme been opened a t  oblast capi ta ls  - a t  Karaganda and a t  Semipalatinakm 
A t  maganbs l a e t  year there were 530 candidates f o r  the 300 vacant places; 
of the candidates 'I 50 w e n  Kaz-s. Seven new chairs  have been created 
a t  h r ; l ; u n d a  - including those of psychiatry, infeotious diseases, theraw 
peutics and hospital  surgery. A hostel  f o r  500 students ie under cons- 
truction here. The Seadpalatinsk Medical I na t i  tute waa onkv opened in 
1953 and has admitted 300 firat-year students. The courses of study a t  
a l l  these h t i t u t e s ,  l ike  those of medical schools throughout the 8oviet 
W o n ,  are of s i x  yearas duration. 

h the near future the three Kazakh medical schoole w i l l  supply the 
country with over 1,000 doctors every year. Besides these, the medical 
Pmfesaim in Kazakhstan i s  reinforced by the entry in to  the republic 
each year of from 600 to  800 y o u q  doctors n i t h  degrees of universities 
in other parta of the W o n  who came to s e t t l e  and work here. 
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Medical research 

Medical research i s  car r ied  out in Kazakhstan by the Physiology 
and Medicine Section of the Academy of Sciences of the K a z a k h  SSR. 
It publishes a specialized periodical  under the t i t l e :  Vestnik Akademii 
Nauk Kazakhskoi SSR, Seriya Fiz io logi i  i Meditsiny. Most of the 
contributors t o  t h i s  periodical are Russians. Art icles  in the issues 
so f a r  published t h i s  year covera wide range of subjects ranging from 
microbiology, hygiene and pharmacology t o  the problems connected with 
the treatment of venereal diseases. 

A number of research i n s t i t u t e s ,  working under the control of 
the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh SSR on spec i f i c  tasks, also 
give the i r  cooperation t o  the medical in s t i tu t ions  of the republic. 
Included among these are  the I n s t i t u t e  of Maternity and Child Welfare, 
the Microbiology and Epidemiology Research Ins t i tu t e ,  the I n s t i t u t e  
of Tuberculosis, the I n s t i t u t e  of Venerealogy and the I n s t i t u t e  of m e  
Diseases. The three last named i n s t i t u t e s  have t h e i r  own c l in i c s  with 
41 8 beds. 

Sources 

Central Asian Press. 
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K A Z A K H S T A N  

A B A I  K U N A N B A Y E V  : P O E T  A N D  P A T R I O T  

Anniversary celebrations - Biographical sketch - Social and pol i t i -  
c a l  significance - Literary works - Differences of opinion in Abai 
studies - Translations - Conclusions. 

Long before his death in 1904 the name of Abai was  a household 
word among the Kazakhs as  a poet and Kazakh patriot.  Since 
the Revolution he has been represented as  having been a vigorous 
opponent of the feudal and Tsarist ru lers  of his people, and 
more recently a s  a v o t a ~ y  of h s s i a n  culture and an eneqy of 
IsIan and Islamic clericalism. The following a r t i c l e  indicates 
how these aspects of h i s  career are being emphasized a t  the 
present time. 

Anniversary Celebrations 

The sea l  of o f f i c i a l  appro7 a1 having been accorded to  Abai, the 
people of Kazakhstan celebrated in Septeniber of t h i s  year the f i f t i e t h  
ariniversary of h i s  death. To mark the occasion the widest publicity 
has been given to h i s  work, and a plenum of the Union of k a k h  Writers, 
attended by representatives from Moscow, Leningrad and other parts of 
the Soviet Union, w a s  held in Alma-Ata, a t  which tr ibutes were paid to 
h i s  "geniusH and "prophe t i c  visionn. 

According to a press report of 5th September the Kazakh Council of 
Ministers have decided to perpetuate Abails name by building a museum 
in Alma-Ata, a reading-room in Sedpalatinsk, and a secondazy school in 
Kara-Aul, the new settlement fomded recently near the foo tNl la  of 
Chingiz-Tau in the centre of the Abai raion, 200 km. west of Semipala- 
tinsk. Special economic and cultural  assistance i a  also to be rendered 
to the A b a i  raion by the Sedpalatinsk oblispolkom. The house in which 
Abai was born is  presided over by h i s  seventy-year old nephew as a 
museum library, and during September l i t e r a q  evenings were held there 
and his work was read and discussed. 

Among other ID-meials t o  his name, are the publication i n  1955-56 
of a complete edition of h i s  works both in W a k h  end in new Russian 
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translat ions and a bronze bust b.y the sculptor Naurazbayev t o  be s e t  up 
i n  the  lobby of the State  Theatre i n  Alma-Ata, where the opera & 
by Zhukhanov and Khamidi received i t s  premiere a t  the beginning of 
September. A po r t r a i t  of Abai has also been painted by Leontev, and 
Kasteyev has done a water-colour sketch f o r  a tapestry showing Abai 
reading his verses to  a c i r c l e  of friends. 

Biographical sketch 

Abai was born in 1845 in a nomad camp in the Chingiz mountains. 
H i s  fa ther  was one of the elders  of the camp, a s t e rn  steppe leader  
whc: l a t e  in l i f e  took Russian citizenship. 

Abai's ear ly  years were spent i n  the atmosphere of discord and 
r iva l ry  of a polygamous f d l y ,  his fa the r  having had four wives. His 
own childhood, however, was made pleasanter than that  of h i s  step- 
brothers and s i s t e r s  by his mother Dlzhan, a woman of excellent quali- 
t ies ,  Her innate humanity and sobermindedness, her discret ion and 
exceptional love f o r  her son mitigated the harshness of a steppe 
existence and gave him the securi ty of an intimate family c i r c l e .  
Living estranged from the father ,  the mother and son found t h e i r  
sp i r i tua l  prop in the grandmother Zere. Experienced, kind-hearted 
and in te l l igent ,  she well knew the grief  and in jus t ice  of a wifeqs l o t  
and lavished a l l  her affect ion on her grandson. The care and gentleness 
of these two womn, contrasting strangely with the roughness of the 
f a the r ' s  habits,  had a l a s t ing  ef fec t  on Abai. From thentoo he 
acquired h i s  f i r s t  love of poetry, and the i r  vivid r e t e l l i n g  of folk 
t a l e s  coupled with the varied and colourful works of the native akyns 
(bards) f i r e d  his imagination and gave h i m  a fee l ing  f o r  the colour and 
idiom of h i s  native tongue. 

Elementary education Abai r ecaved  a t  h o ~  a t  the hands of a 
hired mullah, and he was l a t e r  sent f o r  f i v e  years t o  the Semipalatinsk 
medrese of Imam Ahmet-Riey, where he studied hrab theology and the 
c l a s s i ca l  l i t e r a t u r e s  of t,he East. During th i s  time he is  also sa id  
t o  have developed an in te res t  i n  Russian languaye and l i t e r a t u r e  and 
began t o  attend a Russian school. He was not, however, allowed t o  
complete h i s  studies but  was recal led by h i s  father  to  the &. There 
he quickly found himself enmeshed Fn intr igues,  and in due course came 
to understand a l l  the s h i f t s  and sub t l e t i e s  of common law transactions. 
Although not an o f f i c i a l  f igure he was frequently ca l led  upon by two 
sldes to  a rb i t r a t e  and a t  such times condilcted the nlawsuits" wlth 
"great scrupulousness, wisdom and eloquence, " and of ten clealt o u t  just 
and equitable terms contrary t o  h l a  fa ther ' s  interests .  Y 1 1 i s  resul ted 
i n  e break with hls fa ther  when Abai was twenty-eight. 

From 1875-78 Abai held an o f f i c i a l  post a s  a volost administrator 
but, rea l i s ing  the f u t i l i t y  of h i s  position and h i s  inab i l i ty  to  b r h g  
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about thosereforms which he considered essential ,  he resigned and thence- 
f o r t h  devoted himself to  l i tera ture .  

His championship of the oppressed, however, aroused the f ierce  
hatred of the feudal landlords and T s a r i s t  o f f i c i a l s  who began an a- 
terrupted campaign against h i m ,  He was denounced as  "an eneqy of the 
White Tsar ,"  and "people's troublemaker". This did not estrange the 
common folk  from him, but much of his l i f e  was p~>isoned by those whose 
i n t e r e s t s  he jeopardized. Abai died in 1904; the place of h is  death 
has not been recorded, 

According to h i s  f i r s t  biographer, Kakitai Kunanbayev, Abai 
throughout his l i f e  studied sociology., history, philosorhy ( that  of 
Spenser and ~p inoza)  and especially the works of such Russian writers 
a s  Pushkin, krmontov, Nekrasov, Saltykov-Shchedrin, Lev Tolstoi, 
Dostoyevslq, Turgenev, Belinskii,  Chernichevskii, Dobrol.yubov and 
Pisarev. The profound humanism and the revolutionary s p i r i t  of much 
of c lass ica l  Russian l i t e r a tu r e  of the nineteenth century, are said t o  
have given Abai a new awareness. A t  the time of the fu l l e s t  flowering 
of h i s  geniug a "lucky chanceH brought him in to  contact with Russian 
revolutionaries such a s  Dolgonoloz, Severin Gross and with E.P. Ukhaelis, 
a close associate of the revolutionary publicist  Shelgunov who was a 
former pupil of Chernichevskii and Dobrolyubov. , A l t h o w  belonghg to  
d i f ferent  revolutionary groups these men were united in the i r  comon 
f ron t  against obscurantism and f u l f i l l e d  a "great h is tor ica l  mission h 
pro~a$at ing Russian culture. " They inspired i n  Abai a profound respect 
f o r  the Russian heritage and awoke in him aimilar ideals. This associa- 
t ion  i s  considered to have greatly broadened his outlook, developed h 
h i m  a c r i t i c a l  approach to  his work and sharpened his aesthetic sensi- 
b i l i t i e s .  

Social and po l i t i c a l  s i d i c a n c e  

Interpretat ions of Abai's work have been many and various. Until 
the Revolution and even during the f i r s t  few years of Soviet rule he was 
regarded by "bourgeois nationalistsH as an apologist f o r  the i r  beliefs  
and was used by them to "drag t he i r  host i le  and anti-Soviet views into 
Kazakh l i t e r a ry  criticism, " Other misrepresentations resulted from an 
incorrect evaluation of the M e  to r i ca l  conditioning of the Kazakh people 
and of the conf l ic t  Fnherent i n  nineteenth-century h a k h  l i terature.  
T h i s  was permeated by two opposing tendencies - one mprogressive", i.e. 
a gravitation to  Russian tradit ions of l i t e r a ry  realism, and the other 
"reactionaryn, l. e. a return t o  the outworn modes of Eastern l i tera ture  
and idealizat ion of the feudal past. bkqy c r i t i c s ,  i t  seems, e i ther  
completely ignored th i s  f u n w n t a l  f ac t  or e l se  underestimated i ts  
importance. The claim i s  made, h m v e r ,  that  in recent yewe under the 
"wise guidance of the Party" many 13' the mistakes and distort ions have 
been rooted crut. and the c r i t i c s ,  i n  reviewing Abai's work now approach 
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i t  not only from the Marfist-Leninist standpoint but a l so  from the 
social,  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and cu l tu ra l  aspects of the  development of 
the Kazakh people. A study of some of the a r t i c l e s  on Abai, which 
have l a t e l y  appeared i n  the press and in academic publications seems 
t o  support this claim. The reviews mainly consist  of p o l i t i c a l  and 
sociological interpretat ions,  and quotations taken from h i s  work are  
made t o  i l l u s t r a t e  f a c t s  ra ther  than poet ical  qual i t ies .  Yet the 
appearance a t  the present time of these a r t i c l e s  by various authors, 
some of whom are  already known f o r  t h e i r  other works, is not without 
i n t e r e s t  and i s  symptomatic of the importance that  i s  now being a t t a -  
ched t o  Abai. 

While put t ing  forward a s ingle theory on Abai the wri ters  have 
not, however, succeeded in avoiding a l l  contradictions. Thus while 
some represent Abai as being dismayed a t  the passivi ty of his people: 
others claim tha t  "only a profound bel ie f  i n  the sp i r i tua l  forces of 
the people and the unconquerable buoyancy of l i f e  could have prompted 
the poet t o  wri te  such passionate l i n e s  with the catchiness of a slogan". 
Again, the opinion tha t  Abai appeared on the l i t e r a r y  stage, the 
centuries-old foundations of soc ia l  l i f e  were beginning t o  cruuible. ., 
The economic and cu l tu ra l  bonds between the Kazakhs and Central Russia 
had strengthened; a new s p i r i t  already animated the people and though 
T s a r i s m  s t i l l  t r i e d  t b  uphold the feudal-patriarchal set-up the o ld  
stability had gone. . . . ." seems to  be in d i rec t  contradiction t o  
the view that  Abaiqs w t m s c h u u n q  was formed " a t  a t h e  when the Kazakh 
working masses were not yet  brought within the orb i t  of the Russian 
l ibera t ing  movementtt and tha t  "during h i s  creat ive period, the Kazakh 
people had reached the i r  lowest level  of poverty and slavery." 

A l l  the wri ters ,  however, are agreed on Abai ' s eminence both a s  
a l i t e r a r y  and a s  a h i s to r i ca l  figure. He i s  hai led a s  "the founder 
of Kazakh l i te ra ture" ,  "the f r iend and mentor of his people" and above 
a l l  a s  "the foremost f igh te r  f o r  the po l i t i ca l  and cultural transforma- 
t ion  and reorganization of h i s  unfortunate and backward people." This 
transformation, he f e l t ,  could only be brought about through a l ink  up 
with the great cul ture of the Russian people. "The Russians see the 
world,1t Abad is  alleged t o  have written, "and i f  you learn the i r  language 
then your eyes too w i l l  open upon the world . . . . The culture and 
l i t e r a t u r e  of the Russians are the key t o  l i f e .  Learn from the Russians 
how t o  work and achieve by honest t o i l  the means of I l fe ."  Consider- 
able p o l i t i c a l  cap i t a l  is being made of t h i s  partisanship and lndeed 
US chief claim t o  fame appears t o  be not so much l i t e r a r y  merit a s  the 
f a c t  that  he was the f i r s t  Kazakh writ.er to  attempt to  give h i s  people 
a Russian orientat ion and t o  crea te  among them an understanding of the 
h i s t o r i c  pa r t  tha t  Russia was destined t o  play in Central As i a .  In 
advocatitlg closer  union with Russia, &ai i s  sa id  t o  have "echoed the 
long-standing aspirations and w i l l  d the Kazakh people." He inveighed 
against "the arb i t rary  rule and trad3 t ional  privi lege of the nat ive 
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a r i s toc racy  and ccndemned reac t ionar ies  who tried t o  keep the Kazakhs 
and Russians apa r t  by rousing religious fanaticism. " 
Li terary  works 

Abai appears a s  the  i n i t i a t o r  of many vital developments in Kazakh 
l i t e r a t u r e .  H i s  sens i t iveness  t o  the cur ren ts  and undercurrents of 
contemporary l i f e  expressed i t s e l f  i n  ceaseless  poetical experimentation. 
He ass imi la ted  and used f o r  h i s  own o r ig ina l  purposes various devices: 
va r i ed  s tanza ic  s t ruc tu re ,  suggestion, exhortation, musical orchestra- 
t i o n  etc.  He i s  sa id ,  indeed, t o  have brought eleven h i the r to  unknown 
forms i n t o  Kazakh poetry. His work i s  dis t inguished not merely by the 
trenchancy of h i s  thought and by his rhythmic inventiveness, bu t  a l so  by 
h i s  graphic depic t ion  of &. scenes. Abai was the f i r s t ,  t o  introduce 
descr ip t ions  of landscape i n t o  Kazakh poetry and h i s  p ic tures  of Kazakh 
v i l l a g e s  and nomad camps i n  d i f f e r e n t  seasons a r e  s a i d  t o  have something 
of the ~ , , t u r a l n e s s  and conciseness of t he  Russian r e a l i s t s .  Unlike 
many of the other poets  of the  East 'who turned poetry i n t o  a mouthpiece 
of r e l i g i o n  and proclaimed the  teaching of Islam, " Abai had "the courage 
t o  express new thoughts i n  a bleak and bigoted age and t o  deride the 
t r a d i t i o n a l  conventions of s o c i a l  l i f e .  " His work r e f l e c t s  the 
"progressive" tendencies of the Kazakh people and f o r  the f i r s t  time 
the new a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  family and espec ia l ly  t o  women was d i s t i nc t ly  
s ta ted.  "The cheerless  i l l - s t a r r e d  f a t e  of the  eas te rn  woman assumed 
in Abai s work a new signif icance,  " wri tes  one c1.1 t ic .  Abai revealed 
the sou l  of women and g i r l s ,  t h e i r  s e c r e t  thoughts and f ee l ings  of which 
s o  l i t t l e  had been t o l d  in the past .  He showed how deep and sincere 
was t h e i r  love, t h e i r  s t r eng th  and s t e a u a s t n e s s  in adversity,  t h e i r  
wisdom and t h e i r  readiness  f o r  se l f - sacr i f ice .  He came out strongly 
aga ins t  the  "degrading i n s t i t u t i o n  of kalym (bride-purchase) and cam- 
paigned f o r  the equal i ty  of women.n The point  is  made by some of the 
c r i t i c s  t h a t  Abai used a s  h i s  m d e l  f o r  the Kazakh woman Pushkin's 
p o r t r a i n  of Tatyana, 

Abai's upp(:s i t ion  t o  the soc i a l  order of the day i s  sa id  t o  be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  evident i n  the works of his maturity (i.e. of t h e  e ight ies  
and n i n e t i e s )  i n  such works as The Hunt with Berkut, L i fe  Passes, 2 
Kazakhs mine - poor people, To Kulenibai, To Kazbek Bai, Abai "in 
b i t t e r  and accusing versew ne rc i l e s s ly  denounced greed, s tupidi ty ,  
ignorance, l i t i g a t i o n ,  br ibery and corruption. These poems a re  consi- 
dered t o  represent a "scathing denunciation" of traditionalism. obscuran- 
t i s m ,  r e l i g ious  fana t ic i sm and aqythinq tha t  selved t o  hinder the progress 
of the people. A b d ,  i t  seems, d id  not spare even the half -educated 
youths who had become o f f i c i a l s .  He wae a lso  opposed to  r e l i g ion  which 
he regarded as one of the prim causes of the sorry s t a t e  of h i s  people, 
and re jec ted  t h e  pan-Islamic and pan-Turkic movements a s  able only t o  
aggravate the centuries-old isolat ionlam and backwardness of the Kazakhs. 
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Differences of opinion in Abai s tudies 

One of the most in teres t ing  f a c t s  tha t  have emerged from a col la-  
t i on  of the many a r t i c l e s  on Abai i s  tha t  diffel.ences of opinion appear 
to  e x i s t  among the c r i t i c s  regarding Jibails views on the aims and 
function of poetry, h i s  s ty l e  and even t o  some extent the sources of' h i s  
in sp i ra t io r~ .  Some asse r t  that  he broke away from the t r ad i t iona l  frames 
of reference and destroyed the erdst ing aes the t ic  canons in an  attempt 
to crea te  a new poet ica l  technique, and tha t  in some of h i s  poems he 
sharply c r i t i c i s e d  the popular akyns (bards) M a r - Z h i r a n ,  Shortanibai 
and Dulat f o r  withdrawing from the f i g h t  f o r  the reform of society. 
A b a i ,  they say, considered that  the highest aim of poetry "is the serv- 
ing of the people and the b r h g i n g  together and popularizing of a l l  t ha t  
i s  new and serves t o  transform society." Other wri ters ,  however, claim 
tha t  m~t.-h of AbaiQs work w a s  wri t ten i n  the  best eraflitions of the 
c l a s s i ca l  l i t e r a t u r e  of the East because he real ized tha t  the fo lk  tradi- 
t ions establ ished f o r  centuries and inherent in Eastern poetry would be 
more eas i ly  understood by his people. Thus, they claim, in many of his 
love songs and l y r i c a l  re f lec t ions  and in his philosophical-moralistic 
poem Masgud the influence of eastern c l a s s i ca l  writers i s  c lear ly  
evident. More cautious c r i t i c s  maintain that  Abai adopted nazireh o r  
the imitative t r ad i t ion  i n  eastern poetry, but applied i r ,  50 new themes 
and subjects. 

It is  s igni f icant  tha t  the current emphasis on the pro-Russian and 
a n t i - I s l d c  tendencies of Abai has never been endorsed by Auezov, the 
leading man of l e t t e r s  in Kazakhstan, professor of the Kazakh University 
of Alma-Ata and a member of the Acadeqy of Sciences. Auezov, who is a 
wel l -horn  authority on Abai, maintained a t  one stage tha t  Abai derived 
his inspi ra t ion  f i r s t  from the Kaeakh culture formed by the people 
themselves, second from the bes t  examples of Arab, Iranian and Chagatai 
poetry and only l a s t l y  from Russian culture. "Abai, ' wrote Aueaw, 
"imitated the works of the eas tern  poets bringing in to  Kazakh l i t e r a t u r e  
countless Persian and Arabic words. Although in his subsequent work he 
abandoned the imitations of his early years, he did not u n t i l  the end of 
his days leave t h i s  shore (i.e. the l i t e r a r y  t radi t ions  of the ~ a s t ) .  
In h i s  work the thread of the East s t re tches  from the beginning to  the 
end and terminates in 1902 with the poem God is  true and-true i r e  his 
mrd9. MOW the poet begins to understand the fu l l .  meaning and bas ic  -- 
ten& of Eastern Suf is t  poetry. Auezw fur ther  claimed tha t  the 
"presence of S u f i m  i n  the works of Abai i s  clearly discernible in the 
poem Khozimfn Karan,, i , This romantic philosophy of the Suf ists 
i s  here seen not i n  any ambiguous l i @ t  but qui te  clearly. Thus 
Auezov appeared to  consider tha t  the essence of Abai's poetry was Suf innl ,  
which arose from the ideological influence of Perso-Adn l i te ra ture .  
He  a lso regarded Abal a s  a supporter of the pan-Islamic md pan-Turkic 
movement,s and maintained that although in his l a s t  years he turned 
towards Ruesian and European l i t e ra tu re ,  he did 80 only because he 
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followed the  path of rat ional ism l a i d  out by the supporters and adher- 
en t s  of the  pan-Islamic movement. With regard to  the influence of 
Russian cu l tu re  on Abai, Auezov wrote, "Abai prof i ted  l i t t l e  from the 
revolutionary-democratic poets  and wr i t e r s  such as Pushkin and 
Chernichevskii whom he t rea ted  a s  equals and not a s  his superiors," and 
concluded t h a t  not only did he not benef i t  by Russian cul ture  but 
adopted a h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d ~ .  t o  everything Russian. For these "vicious 
views" Auezov was severeJy c r i t i c i zed ,  but  though in his more recent 
a r t i c l e s  he appears t o  approach h i s  s d j e c t  from the required W s t -  
kninist standpoint and has ref rained from repeating his assertions 
about Sufism and pan-Islamism, he does not in f a c t  appear t o  have 
recanted. Other wri ters ,  however, have answered Auezw' s contentions. 
They claim t h a t  although the influence of easterbn l i t e r a t u r e  on &ai was 
inevitable,  i t  was not the ideological  source of h i s  work, and h is tor i -  
ca l ly  i t  merely conditioned his opposition t o  the past. The point i s  
a lso  made t h a t  even those of his poems which touch on the religious 
b e l i e f s  and the  inner  convictions of the poet have nothing i n  common 
with the "bookish teachingH of Islam, f o r  Abai was a r a t i o n a l i s t  and 
considered r e l ig ion  t o  be only a conventional bas is  f o r  human morality. 
Quotations a re  taken from his work t o  show tha t  he derided the mercenary 
p ie ty  of the mullahs, whom he is s a i d  t o  have described a s  "voracious 
pa ras i t e s  with the wide g u l l e t  of a black k i te ."  

Apart from poetry Abai a l s o  wrote a s e r i e s  of philosophical 
mora l i s t ic  exhortations with the t i t l e  of Gakliya. These are  said t o  
be distinguished by the polish and perfect iun of t h e i r  s t y l e  and the 
wisdom of t h e i r  aphorisms, many of which have become conanon currency in 
the Kazakh l i t e r a r y  language. 

Abai's language by its closeness to  the vernacular, its colour, 
raciness, and s h p l i d t y  i s  sa id  t o  represent the highwater mark of the 
Kazakh l i t e r a r y  language of the nineteenth century. 

Translations 

During h l s  creat ive period, Abai t rans la ted  a number of Russian 
works i n t o  Kazakh, I n  t rans la t ing  Krylov he a l te red  the didact ic  part  
of the f ab les  reworking them in to  new e~ iq rams  to  conform with the 
customs and understanding of' h i s  people. With "great thoroughnessw 
he a lso  t rans la ted  over t h i r t y  of Lermontovts poem an13 of t,hese a 
hawr, Alone I t read  the Bry Tereka, The Sail .  end elccerpts f ran 
The Demon have t o  t h i s  day remained unsurpassed* Among his other 
t rans la t ions  from Russian in h i s  "inspired r e t e l l ingw of Eugene Onegin. 
Abai7a vereion took the form of a corl-eepondence betwcen Onegin and 
Tatyana, but he did not a l t e r  the character, appearance o r  a t  tributee 
of the characters  in the amalleat degree. Abai a lso  t ranslated into 
h ~ a k h  the Ruasian t rans la t ions  of the works of Byron and Coethe- 

k a t .  of Abails works have a t  various stages been translated kt0 
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Russian and i n  1945 a selection of h i s  verse i n  a s ingle  volume was 
published i n  Moscow. The t rans la t ions  appear t o  be supple and well 
rendered and are  peculiarly Russian in s p i r i t .  

Conclusion 

While there i s  some academic difference of opinion about the 
l i t e r a r y  technique adopted by Abai, the a r t i c l e s  and encomiums 
published on the occasion of h i s  anniversary are a t  one in i n s i s t i n g  
on his act ive association with the ear ly  revolu t ionuy s t i r r i n g s  which 
preceded the coming in to  power of the Soviet regime. Accounts of 
his anti-muslim and pro-Russian p roc l iv i t i e s  do not accord with the 
opinions previously expressed by such a leading Kazakh authority as  
Professor Auezov. HOW f a r  Auezov has since changed h i s  views cannot 
be determined with precision, but he s t i l l  retains h i s  place a s  an 
important f igure in the Kazakh and all-Union l i t e r a r y  and academic 
world. 
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I n t r  oduction - I. General resu l t s  in 1954: - Inrmigrants - New 
sovkhcjz se t t l e m n t s  - Agricultural equipment - Agricultural techn- 
iques - Expansion of' the MTS - Dealing with the harvest - 
11. Oblast resu l t s  i n  1954: - Akmolinsk - Kustanai - Pavlodar - 
111. Plans f o r  thef -~tme: - Scient i f ic  a c t i v i t i e s  - Targets f o r  
1955 - Targets f o r  1956-57 - Conclusions. 

On 10th Augus t  1954 i t  w a s  announced that  the target f o r  ploughing up 
virgin and derel ic t  land had been achieved by 103.7 per cent; that is, 
instead of the 6,300,000 hectares planned, 6,522,000 had in fac t  been 
put under the plough. O f  this area, 1,500,000 hectares - that is  
twice the originally planned amount, - had already been sown to grain. 

T h i s  is  a comiderable achievement f o r  a country that  un t i l  recent- 
l y  was considered to  be the chief stock-rearing area of the 8oviet 
Union but not an essential ly agricultural  region. Although over the 
l a s t  fo r ty  yeare the area under cropa has r isen from 4,194,000 hectares 
i n  19f3 to  9,746,000 hectares in 1953, i t  has been estimated that i n  
the l a t t e r  year some 17 m. hectares of potentially suitable arable 
land efisted in the republic. In the Kokchetav oblast, f o r  instance, 
although the area under cultivation has Fncreased by 81.6 per cent 
since before the war ,  crops cover only 28 per cent of the land suitable 
fo r  agriculture. 

The figures given the magazine Sotsialisticheskoye Selskoye 
Khozyaistvo ( soc ia l i s t  Agriculture) f o r  the distr ibution of arable, 
derelict and virgin land in 1953 in the oblasta now concerned i n  the 
drive f o r  grain are the following (figurea in million hectares): 

O b l a s t  Arable land Derelict land V i r a  land Total 

KUE t a d  1.6 0. 9 2, 2 4.7 
North-Kaealshatan 1.2 0.4 0.7 2. 3 
Kokche tav 1 - 3  0.5 1 -7  3- 5 
A h d A ~ l ~ k  1.5 0.7 2- 3 4.5 
Pavlodar 1.1 0.8 1.7 3- 6 

0.7 0.2 0. 3 1.2 
Semipalath.& 0.6 0.4 0.1 1.1 
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Oblas t Arable land Derelict land V i r d  land Total  

(car r ied  forward) 8.0 
Eas t-Kazakhstan 0.6 
West -Kazakhstan 0.8 
Ak tyubinsk 0.6 

Total  10.0 5.5 12.0 27.5 

Of these oblasts  the most important ro le  in the new drive f o r  gra in  i s  
played by North-Kazakhstan, Kokchetav, Akmolinsk, Kustanai, Pavlodar, 
and East-Kazakhstan, which a re  predominantly black ear th  areas. 

I. General Results in 1954 

The task of ploughing up some 6; m. hectares of v i rg in  and d e r e l i c t  
land was accomplished by the 1,699 kolkhozes, 283 MTS, 124 formerly 
established sovkhozes and the 92 new sovkhozes of Kazakhstan. Of the 
t o t a l  area, the kolkhozes ploughed 4,607,000 hectares, and the sovkhozes 
2, I1 5,562 hectares. In the  spring of 1954 the new sovkhozes had 
already sowed 77,000 hectares t o  wheat, and the t o t a l  area under crops 
in Kazakhstan rose by 15 per cent a s  compared to  1953. 

Various ministr ies  of the W o n  and of Kazakhstan have been c r i t i -  
c ized f o r  "grave mistakes in the organization of the cul t iva t ion  of the 
v i rg in  s o i l  areas i n  Kazakhstan." The new sovkhozes have been created 
too slowly, there a re  not enough sk i l l ed  workers and technicians, and 
housing and amenities are inadequate. Mistakes have been made in the 
select ion of land f o r  cultivation: sometimes t r a c t s  of sal ine s o i l  o r  
t r a c t s  too small in area  have been allocate&; and too frequently the 
wrong agr icul tura l  techniques have been applied, such as l a t e  harrowing 
or  shallow ploughing. 

Such a huge undertaking has necessi tated the movement of large 
nunhers of s e t t l e r s  t o  Kazakhstan, By August 1954, 70,000 W g r a n t a  
had arr ived i n  Kazakhstan; these included mechanics, t rac tor  and 
combine operators, agronomists, and workers of a l l  descriptions; many 
of them were members of the Komsomol and almost a l l  came as pioneers 
without t h e i r  f &lies .  In  the l a s t  few months, however, a d i f ferent  
type of M g r a n t  has been arriving'. these a re  mostly peasants bringing 
with them the i r  families and the i r  belongings. Thus in September 1954, 
1,000 such colonists  and t h e i r  families arr ived from the Ukraine and 
k l o r u s s i a  to  s e t t l e  in the north-eastern pa r t  of Kazakhstan, and 3,000 
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more families were expected the same month. By the end of 1954.. 
12,000 Ukrainian families were expected in the Kustanai oblast alone. 

As most of the early budgrants were men, women were outnumbered 
by twenty to  one. Recently appeals have been published in such maga- 
zines as  Rabotnitsa (The Woman worker) call ing for  more girls to  come 
to  the virgin lands area. G i r l s  both individually and i n  groups are 
now reported t o  be arriving, and many married men are sending for  their 
families to  join them Fn the new lands. 

The new sovkhoz settlements 

Bdany reports and s to r ies  about the ninety-two new sovkhozes appear 
in the Soviet daily and periodic press. They emphasize the hard 
l iving conditions of the s e t t l e r s ,  the lack of amenities, the delays 
i n  house building, and the inadequacy of health services and cultural 
f a c i l i t i e s .  A t  the same time progress i s  being made, gradually pre- 
fabricated houses are being put up, bath-houses and l ib ra r ies  are 
~rganized,  and canteens, clubs and shops are taking form. It i s  planned 
that  eventually a l l  the new sovkhozes are t o  be sup-plied with electr ic 
power; in the meantime mobile generators of 15 and 30 are being 
used. Mobile kitchens are supplied by the engineering works a t  
Kuibyshev and Cherepanov; 350 were sent Fn May 19% and 150 more were 
to  follow immediately. 

Housing appears to be the most serious diff iculty,  and in August 
many of the s e t t l e r s  were s t i l l  living in tents  and caravans. Conside- 
rable government grants have been allocated fo r  housing i n  the new lands 
area, and pre-fabricated houses containing eight f l a t s ,  four f l a t s ,  or 
single f l a t s  are being supplied as f a s t  as possible. There is, 
however, a shortaqe of building materials, of bricks, stones, t i l e s  
and timber, and a dearth of carpenters and other k i l l e d  workmen. 
The prefabricated houses frequently arr ive  without foundatian materials 
and thus are temporarily assembled on poles, leaving a space to  be 
f i l l e d  i n  l a t e r  by the foundation. This method, conrments h a k h s t a n s k 4 ~ a  
fiavda, saves time. labour and materials. 

d i s t r i c t s  water suppliea are not adequate. Frequently the 
tractor t eam working on the out lyfw lands of a new eovkhoz have to go 
k n t y  to twenty-five kilometres t o  the nearest well. h t i m e e  melted 
snow collected i n  pools and crevices car1 be used but even eo l a s t  June 
some tractor teams had water f o r  o n l y  f i f t een  to  twanty days. The 
underground water r e s o u m e  of Kazakhstan have apparently not been 
thoroughly studied, :md prospecting i s  urgently called for. Even wfim 
water has been located, d r i l l i ng  equipment i s  not always readily avail- 
able; for  instance Fn Worth-bakhstan there i s  plenty of d r i l l h g  
e q u i p ~ n t  but ao far no attempts have been made to  send i t  to the new 
1and.a ares. 
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Every new sovkhoz is, however, v i s i t ed  by teams of s c i e n t i s t s  and 
experts, engineers, agronomists, s o i l  experts and hydro-geologists whose 
duty i t  i s  t o  draw up s o i l  maps and schemes of crop rotation, t o  locate 
water supplies and to  help solve loca l  problems generally. 

k r i c u l t u r a l  equipment 

During 1954 large quantities of agr icul tura l  machineyy, including 
53,000 t rac tors ,  I 3,000 combine harvesters and 23,000 f ive-share p l o w s  
were sent t o  Kazakhstan. A l l  t h i s  machinery i s  special ly adapted f o r  
use on the immense f l a t  f i e l d s  of Kazakhstan; heavy disc harrows, 
r o l l e r s  and cul t ivators ,  and f ive-share ploughs with an almost two- 
metre span are essent ia l  for speedy working of the v i rg in  soi l .  The 
S-6 and S-4 combine harvesters a re  special ly designed t o  cut  the crops 
low on the s t a l k  so as  t o  increase the amount of straw harvested. 

To care f o r  this machinery, mobile repai r  shops mounted on GAZ-51 
l o r r i e s  are being supplied by the Mashinostroitel works a t  Omsk and by 
the Vavly works of Vladimir. The f i r s t  batch of these r epa i r  shops 
was sent t o  Kazakhstan in May 1954, and 300 were to  be received by the 
end of the year. 

Agricultural techniques 

If virgi.n s o i l  is  ploughed only to a depth of ten  or twelve centi- 
metres as  was the pract ice formerly, the s o i l  i s  exhausted a f t e r  only a 
few years. With modern agr icul tura l  machinery, however, i t  i s  possible 
t o  plough t o  a depth of twenty t o  twenty-twu centimetres which brings 
much b e t t e r  resul ts .  An average y ie ld  of fourteen centners per hectare 
can be expected. 

Experience has shown that  the ploughing of v i rg in  s o i l  should be 
done immediately a f t e r  the spring sowing. The e a r l i e r  the s o i l  i s  
ploughed the higher the y ie ld  the next season. One 100 hectare tract 
of vircin land was ploughed i n  August and another in October: in the 
f i r s t  t r a c t  the y ie ld  was 10.5 centners per hectare, and i n  the second 
eight  centners per hectare. P l o w i n g  in May and June gives s t i l l  
higher r e su l t s  . 
Expansion of the MTS 

In 1954 308 m. rubles were al located fo r  the building of f i f t e e n  
new MTS and twelve new MZhS i n  the Kazakh SSR. This figure i s  a very 
grea t  increase on the 1953 grant of onky 17.5 m. rubles. This year 's  
grant was to  provide f o r  the building of 76 workshops, I 6 0  t rac tor  gar- 
ages, 125 combine harvester garages. 270 sheds f o r  machinery, 76 s to res  
f o r  spare parts ,  76 lor ry  garages, 57 fuel. supply bases, 270 concrete 
platforms and 11 0,000 aquare metres of living accommodation. 



Construction is, however, proceeding slowly; and although workshops, 
garages, e l ec t r i c  power-stations, water towers and individual houses 
for  MTS workers are reported to  be under construction, by 1 s t  July 
1954 only 15 per cent of the building plan had been achieved. The 
work of the HTS is  evidently hampered by lack of fuel  and of spare 
parts, and by slowness in effect- repars; in this way many hundreds 
of working hours have been los t .  Last summer many MTS were behind 
schedule f o r  the 1955 sowing, but intensive e f for t s  improved the poei- 
tion la ter .  

Dealing with the 1954 harvest 

Grain i s  loaded straight  from the conibine harvesters on to  lorr ies  
which take i t  to  the State supply bases, which are responsible fo r  its 
drying, cleaning and processing. Lorry transport is  directed by the 
Union Supply Transport organization (~o~uzzagot t ranspor t )  and the 
Sovkhoz Transport organization (3ovkhoztrans). 

In the course of 1954, 4,250 "mechanized threshing floors", I ,  205 
grain dryers, 5,000 granaries and 35 elevators were to  be bu i l t  in 
Kazakhstan. This work was undertaken by industr ia l  plants of Karaganda, 
Alma-Ata, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Semipalatinsk and Chimkent. But on 10th 
September 1954, although two thousand ski l led  buflders and engineers 
from all par ts  of the Union were employed on these tasks, 33 grain 
elevators were s t i l l  under constructian. h e  thoueand laore skil led 
workers were reported to  be on the i r  way t o  Kazakhstan. 

AkmolFnsk oblaat 

By A u g u s t  1954 twenty-seven new awkhozes had already been established 
in th i s  oblast, and 15,000 W g r a n t a  had come to  join the M!J!S and new 
sovkhozea. The f i r s t  par* of g i r l s  had arrived from ~ s c a w ,  and 1,800 
combine hameater uperatora had arrived from the Ukraine. The oblast 
now has 3,500 combine harvesters. 1,383,000 hectares have been ploughed 
up; and 1,200,000 hectares are reported as already being wrked, 

There are complainte, however, of slownesa i n  the conetruction of 
m8, and in f ac t  only 7.9 per cent of the year's target had been ful f i l led  
by 1 st July 1954, Almoet all the WS and sovkhozea of the oblaet are 
short of e p e  parts ,  such cia bearings, bolts, and springs for  the 9-80 
 tractor^; these par ts  have a maximum l i f e  of 1,000 hours on the heavy 
virgin soil.  Cmes are reported of misdirection: t h u  the ~s t r akhmsk i i  
6ovkhoz =ceived a caae of springs from the Chelyabinsk tractor works 
*en i t  badly needed bearings. A g r i c u l  turd machinery, especially disc 
harrows and ploughs, and occasionally tractors, are said to be of poor 
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quality. The Kievskii sovkhoz complained to  the Chelyabinsk t rac tor  
works about the poor qual i ty of some of the S-80 t r ac to r s  delivered, 
but t h e i r  complaint remained unanswered; similarly t h e i r  request f o r  
spare p a r t s  f o r  ploughs addressed t o  the Rostselmash works received no 
reply 

The Izobilny sovkhoz i s  frequently mentioned in the press. Si tua-  
ted  on the Sele ta  r iver ,  a hundred kilometres from the nearest railway 
s t a t i o n  a t  Eremen-Tau on the b l i n s k - P a v l o d a r  l ine ,  i t  has four hun- 
dred workers and 100,000 hectares of land. Five t r ac to r  teams have 
been organized, and l a s t  spring 1,000 hectares were sown t o  wheat, 4-0 
t o  oa ts  and 20 t o  maize; sunflowers, melons and vegetables are a lso  
grown. Last spring the sovkhoz receive 80pre-fabricated howes, 50 
tents ,  23 S-80 and Dl'-54 tractors ,  12 lo r r i e s ,  and a quantity of agri- 
cu l tu ra l  machinery. There are now a t  the settlement a shop, a canteen, 
and a reading-room, 

Kus tana i  oblast  

In August 1954 the f i r s t  colonists  from Cherkassy oblast  arrived 
in the Kustanai oblast and by the end of the year 12,000 Ukrainian 
famil ies  were expected. Over 13 m. hectares of black and chestrnrt 
s o i l  r i ch  in humus are avai lable in this oblast  f o r  reclamation. 
Construction of MTS has, however, been slow: by 1 st July 1954 only 
10.5 per cent of the plan had been achieved. 

Some kolkhozes of this oblast  have obtained high harvest yields. 
A t  the Chapayev kolkhoz a 306 hectare f i e l d  of dere l ic t  land sown with 
h l h k a - I  wheat yielded 22 centners per hectare. Spring crops of 
the same wheat yielded 18 centners per  hectare. A t  the Lenin kolkhoz 
19 centners per  hectare were harvested from a 550 hectare t r a c t  of 
virgin and dere l i c t  land. 

Unsatisfactory conditions are reported from the ~ a i l o v o  
of the Mendygaryn raion. Eight wells should have been bored here but 
so f a r  the U s t r y  of Agriculture has f a i l e d  t o  supply the necessary 
d r i l l i n g  equipment, and water i s  thus extremely short. Wireless 
communication i s  essent ia l  t o  provide a l ink  between the MTS and its 
t r ac to r  teams working on outlying land, but there are o a v  14 s e t s  a t  
the bTK3 and most of them do not function owing to  the lack of a c c d a -  
tors. No t en t s  o r  caravans f o r  the t r a c t o r  teams have a s  ye t  been 
received and there i s  a shortage of such necess i t ies  a s  boi lers ,  
cooking utensils, water-bottles and thermoses. A thermos, comments 
Kazakhs tanskaya Pravda, is  evidently s t i l l  considered an exclusively 
urban luxur: . 
Pavlodar oblaa t 

In th i s  oblast the area under crops increased by 300,000 hectares 
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i n  1954. Harvest r esu l t s  have been excellent, frequently yields of 
25 to 30 centners per hectare being obtained. It i s  t o  t h i s  oblast that 
the largest  number of inmigrants are sent. A s  in many other oblasts 
construction of MTS has been very slow, and by I st July 1954 only 5.5 per 
cent of the plan had been achieved. 

August an a r t i c l e  in the daily newspaper _Trud ( Work) described 
the administrative muddles that  caused a bottle-neck of machinery a t  
Pavlodar station: nHundreds of new conibine-harvesters have been asked 
f o r  by the new sovkhozes . . . . Trainloads of combines are arriving 
a t  Pavlodar stat ion;  these come from the Ukraine, Belorussia, and from 
the Rostov and Ryazan oblasts. But instead of being unloaded and sent 
immediately t o  the sovkhozes the combines are  parked on the sidings. 
All along the tracks fo r  almost two kilometres are scattered the various 
par t s  of these machines. For hours a t  a t ime these par ts  are hunted 
for. -ally a nuniber of combines are re-assembled and thei r  drivers 
are  eager to  leave the sidings. But no, The mechanic of the Pavlodar 
MI'S declares that  they do not want any more combines, and the regional 
agricultural  administration confirms that  the Pavlodar, Turksibskii and 
Osmeryzhskii W S  have cancelled t he i r  orders. A telephone conversation 
ensues: 'The Pavlodar MTS? C a l l  the director. Comrad Ponyatayev? 
You are t o  receive fourteen more combines. Why won't you take them? 
What do you mean, you don't want them? What, l e t  them remain a t  the 
stat ion?'  When asked wh.v all these ADS do not need any mre combines, 
comrade Tolstykh, the deputy chief of the regional agricultural adminis- 
t r a t ion  replied: :Today we are  being given so many machines that  with 
eff ic ient  organization the Ml!S could have harvested a l l  t he i r  grain crops 
i n  a fortnight. But then someone thought there were too few sheds. 
Are we t o  p i l e  a l l  the grain in the open and be responsible f o r  i t ? '  
'But in a week o r  so, mass losses of grain w i l l  occur in the fields:' 
' I t  i s  one thing t o  lose grain on a threshing f loor,  and quite another 
to  lose i t  in the f i e l d , '  answered the chief agronomist of the regional 
agricultural  administration, Zhuravel. sWe are accustomed, ' he contbuel) 
' t o  harvest f o r  two months.' But by harvesting l ike  that only one half 
of the grain is  collected. And even a f t e r  these explanations it  is  not 
c lear  wfiy no attempt i s  made to  put in to  operation the hundreds of 
combines which have been sent here. Even those combines which have l e f t  
the s t a t ion  are  idle. A t  the Maxim Gorkii IYITS, fo r  instance, eleven 
agricultural  machines remained i d l e  f o r  three days, and eighteen new 
combines, including two self-propelled ones, have been parked fo r  a 
week near the workshop of the Nedarovo MI'S. Although i t  is here that 
the r iches t  wheat crops are being obtained, harvesting i s  progressinq 
very slowly in the Pavlodar oblas t, and this is dfsqracef u19 " concludes 
the ar t ic le .  

Complaints are a lso  heard from the Kuibyshev eovkhoz. Here 600 
workers, many of whom are expecting thei r  families to join them, are 
housed in 26 pm-fabricated houses, 2 c a r a v m  and 13 large tents. The 
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Ministry of Sovkhozes of the Kazakhstan SSR i s  blamed f o r  paying l i t t l e  
a t ten t ion  to  the new sovkhozes. A t  t h i s  same sovkhoz there are only 
14 t r ac to r s  and no repai r  shops, and coupling equipment i s  lacking with 
the r e su l t  tha t  a t r ac to r  can only p u l l  one five-share plough instead of 
two. T h i s  sovkhoz has 25,000 hectares of land, and in sp i t e  of i ts  
many d i f f i c u l t i e s  the I954 target  of ploughing 13,000 hectares w a s  
overf ulf i l led .  

111, Plans f o r  the Future 

Sc ien t i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  

During the summer of 1954, 65 m. hectares were surveyed in Kazakh- 
s t an  and 11.8 m. were found sui table  f o r  fu ture  reclamation. S ix  i n s t i -  
t u t e s  of the Kazakh branch of the all-Union Lenin Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences (VBSR~IL) and s i x  i n s t i t u t e s  of the Kazakh Acaderqy of Sciences, 
together with several  other s c i e n t i f i c  bodies of Kazakhstan, are taking 
p a r t  in research on the many problems facing land reclamation and the 
construction of new settlements i n  Kazakhstanm Four select ion stat ions,  
two experimental s ta t ions ,  and two experimental f i e l d s  have been estab- 
l i shed  in the virgin lands area. Par t icu lar  a t ten t ion  i s  being paid t o  
the problems of the select ion of sui table land, of ra is ing  grain yields, 
and of locating underground water, and many expeditions have been sent 
out. In the next two to  three years the I n s t i t u t e  of Agriculture w i l l  
complete a description of a l l  the land t o  be brought in to  cul t iva t ion  
i n  the next f i v e  o r  s i x  years, i t  w i l l  study crop rotation, agr icul tura l  
techniques su i t ab le  f o r  various grains, the use of f e r t i l i z e r s ,  and it 
w i l l  work on the improvement of d i f ferent  types of wheat. 

Targets f o r  1955 

In 1955 the area under grain is  t o  reach 6,358,000 hectares; 
2,263,000 hectares i n  the sovkhozes, and 4,095,000 i n  the kol-khozes of 
the republic. In 1955 the grain crop should thus r i s e  by between 8.8 
and 9.6 m. tons. 

The following areas w i l l  be sown to grain i n  1955 in the  various 
oblasts: 

Kus tanai 
North-Kazakhstan 
Kokche tav  
Akmolinsk 
Pavlodar 
Karaganda 
Semipala tinsk 
Eaet-Kazakhstan 
West-Kazakhs tan 
Aktyubinsk 



A s  the  1954 target  f o r  ploughing 6,300,000 hectares has been 
overfulfi l led,  i t  i s  reasonable to suppose that  the target se t  fo r  1955 
is  well. on the way to  being achieved. 

Taraets f o r  1956-57 

After the bringing in to  cult ivation of tke some 64 m. hectares 
ploughed in 1954, a fur ther  6 or 7 m. hectares w i l l  be cultivated in 
1956-57. Thus by the end of 1956 i t  i s  hoped that  over 1 2  m, hectares 
w i l l  have been brought under the plough since the start of the new drive 
f o r  grain. Of t h i s  area the Kustanai oblast w i l l  account fo r  2.7 m. 
hectares, and the Pavlodar and Aktyubinak oblasts 1,5 m. hcctares each. 
There w i l l  by then be 300 sovkhozes i n  Kazakhstan with a to ta l  area of 
5 m. hectares. I n  the Akmolinsk oblast 43 new sovkhozes w i l l  have been 
organ~zed with a t o t a l  of 1,7 m. hectares of land. Reclamation w i l l  
be concentrated on a l l  remaining t r a c t s  of black and chestnut soil .  
The drive w i l l  be extended to  the southern oblasts of Kazakhstan: in 
the South--Kazakhstan oblast nine new sovkhozes are to  be created and 
325,000 hectares brought under the plough; Fn the Dzhambul oblast 
nearly 2 m. h a c t a r e s  have been surveyed and 430,000 hectares selected 
fo r  reclamation. 

Conclusions 

It seems c lear  that  the drive fo r  the reclamation of land for grain 
i s  no short term policy. Plans have been made f o r  extensive tree- 
planting in the grab oblast of Kazakhstan; some 10 m. hectares of 
Sta te  land are t o  be gradually planted with young trees. Five forestry 
s ta t ions  have already been established in the Pavlodar, West-Kazakhstan 
and Semipalatinsk oblasts which w i l l  be responsible fo r  planting 200,000 
hectares with trees. Another twenty forestry stat ions are to be 
created in the near future. I n  the Akmolinsk, Pavlodar, Kokchetav, 
Semipalatinsk, and East-Kazakhstan oblasts plantations wi l l  be mostly 
of conifers; elswhere they w i l l  be of birch, acacia and currant. such 
a dewhpment together with the targets announced fo r  the next three Years: 
the e f for t s  t o  a t t r ac t  married s e t t l e r s  and more women to the new lands, 
the mass migration of peasant families from the over-populated areas of 
the Ukraine and Belorussia, and the plans fo r  building and supplying 
amenitice to  the new settlements and MTS aeern to  show that  northern 
Kazakhstan is  to became one of the permanent granaries of the -0 
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